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The system of Kir William Jones in the printing of Oriental words has 
l>ceu kept in view in Ihc following work, viz. The letter a represents the 
short vowel as in hat, i with an r4ccent the broad sound of a in liall^ i as 
in lUy, i with an accent as iiijfoUce, u as in bull, A with an accent as in 
rude, liVith an accent aa o in jfitlf', the diphthong ai as in aisle, as iu 
the German word kraut or ou in house. 




♦ 


The growing interest in Oriental literature lias led me 
to think;.that a reprint of my father’s translation of the 
Shah Nanich would be acceptable to the public. As one 
of the “ Chandos Classics ” it will be brought in a cheap 
form before a class of readers who would otherwise liave 
no opportunity of becoming acquain^d with the “Iliad of 
the East.” 

My fatlier’s work was the first attempt to translate the 
Shiih Ndmeh into English. It was printed by the Oriental 
Translation Fund in 1832, and was honoured by the Royal 
Gold Medal. The eminent Orientalist, the late Professor 
H. II. AVilson, in a notice of my father’s literary alid 
artistic labours, says, “ His most considerable work wao 
an abridged version and epitome of the great poem of 
Firdausi, the Shdh Naraeh; the narrative its level 
passages being translated in prose, and many, rising into 
poetr}^ and passion, in blank verse or occasionally in 
rhyme. At the end the episode of Sohnib is reprinted. 
The great length, and in many respects tediousness, of 
the entire . Shah Ndraeh, renders it little likely that a 
translation of the whole poem would ever he acceptable 
to* an English publis, and from this ^abridgment they 



izni. joe published a narrative of the Otimpai^n 
to the auirender of Dost Mabomad Khan, and a series ot 
lithographic drawings entitled Sketches in Atfghanistan. 
In the former he gives a description of Mahmud’s tomb, 
near Ghizni, which he visited with deep interest, and I 
venture to quote some lines he wrote upon the spot. 


“ How little thought I, when with pleasin'^ toil, 
r sought to foster on another soil 
nu: fiowtrs of beauty, that kind fate 

Would bring mckhere to Ghizni, now so late 
In life, with pilgrim feelings to survey, 

The scenes of Mahiniicrs glory in decay; 

To seek the spot Fmlausl loved to tre^, 

To think him present—and by fancy led 
Wander delicious bowel’s and groves among, 

Listening with fresh delight to his romantic song. 

And this is Mahmdd’s tomb, memorial frail, € 

Had fame not cherished his heroic tale; 

The sandal doors no fierfumc now retain, 

Brought by himself from SomnaFs holy fane, 

And though pure marble shields his honouretl bier, 
Corrodin^ears display their footsteps here; 

A mulberry bowser adorns and marks the place, 

Where silent sleeps the monarch of his race." 

* 

In edi^ng the new laition I have carefully revised the 
work. I have recast some sentences—have omitted soihe 
passages—and have corrected various errors of the press. 

J. A. ATKINSON. 


Lomi Hanorkstru, 
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The‘ work hero submitted to the public, presents for tlie 
first time in the English language an abridgment of the 
heroic poem of the great poet of Persia. It is now about five- 
and-twenty years since I first contemplated an abstract of the 
Shah Nameh, in prose and verse; and ^t was in the course of 
reading for that purpose that the episode containing the story 
of Sohrab, wdiich I published with the original text in Calcutta 
in 1814, stmek me as peculiarly meriting, from its highly 
chivalrous spirit and pathetic denouement, a more full transla¬ 
tion than hould be given to the whole poem. But it was not 
till 1829 that the sea-voyage from India gave me an oppor¬ 
tunity of making such progress in the present undertaking,’as 
to enable me to bring it to a speedy concluslbn, and prepare it 
for the press. The general reader will now have the means of 
forming his own estimate of a producti<m so celebrgted, and so 
often refeited to under the flattenif| designation of the Iliad 
of the East. He will at any rate see through an unpretending 
but intelligible medium, of what materials it is eumposed. 

The Shdh Ndmeh is indeed a history in rhyme. It com¬ 
prises the gnnaTs and achievements of the ancient kings of 
Persia, &om Kaiiimers down to the invasion and conquest of 
th^t empire by the S^acens, in 686, an estimated period of 
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more than 3,600 years !* It was finished early in the eleventh 
century, ^atlicrod from the talcs^and legends for dges tradi¬ 
tionally known throughout the country, ancl in accordance 
with thal? origin, it abounds in adventures of thg m’ost wild an^ 
romantic description, in prodigious efforts of strdhgth and 
valour, and Ijlicre arc heroines to be met with in the Persian 
bill’d as intrepid and beautiful as ever vanquished heart or 
wielded sWord in western poetry. It is, in fact, considered 
onp of the finest productions of the kind w’liich Oriental, or 
rather, perhaps, Mahommedan nations can boast; and^ though 
tlio general character of Persian composition is well known to 
he excess of ornament and inflation of style, the language of 
Firdausi is comparatively simple,''ahd possesses a greater 
portion of the energy and grace of our own poets than has 
been commonly admitted. His verse is exquisitely smooth 
and flowing, and never interrupted by inverted and harah 
forms of construction. Ho is perhaps the sweetest as well as 
the most sublime poet of Persia. In (spic graiideiH’ ho is above 
all, and lie is besides one of the easiest to he underatood. 

The author of the Shah Ndmeh has usually been*called the 
HomA’’ of the East, hut it certainly could not he from any 
consideration of j^laciiig the Greek and Persian together in 
the same scale of excellence. Each may be more properly 
IBoked upon as the best of his own country. Sir William 
Jones, in Jiie essay on fllie Poctrj' of the Eastern Nations, docs ' 
“ not ijrelend to assort that the poet of Persia is equal to that 
of Greece ; hut'there is certainly,” ho observes, “a vei^-- great 
resemblance hetiveen the works of those extraordinary men ; 
both drew their images from nature herself, without catching 

*• • 

. * Kaiikmers is undoiutood to be tho Adam of the flre-worshippera^ and the 
grandson of Nil, or Noah, of the Mahomtuedans, 



TRANSLATOR’S tREFAOB. 



them only from reflection) and painting, in the manner of the 
modem phots, the likeness of a likeness ; and both possessed, 
in an eminent degree, the riefi and creative invention, which is 
the very soul* of^poetry.” There is another rescniblanfle, which 
is, howcvcOr, unconnected with their comparative merits; but 
it is one which has chiefly, I think, given ocoosion, to the 
Peraian being called the Homer of the East; thfe heroic poems 
of Firdausi are held exactly in the same *estiraiiltiou with 
njference to the wgrks of other poets of Persia, as those .of 
Homer are in the West. Like Homer, too, he describes a rude 
age, when personal strength and ferocious courage were chiefly 
valued, and when the tumultuous passions of the mind had 
not been softened and harmonized by civilization, or brought 
under the control of reason and reflection. Firdausi is also as 
mucTi the father of Persian poetry as Il9mcr is of the Greek ; 
but it would be little less than sacrilege to draw a critical 
comparison between the Shslh Nameh and the Iliad! 

It has beem observed by Dr. Hurd, in his letters on Chivalry 
and Romance, that “them is a remarkable cojTespondcnco 
between tfle mannera of the old heroic times, as painted by 
their great romancer Homer, and those which are represSnted 
to us in the modern books of knight-errantry.” The corre¬ 
spondence is, however, infinitely more striking between the 
manners described by Firdausi and those of the ago of 
•European chivalry. It is well known fluit the Mo«i;s carried, 
into Spain the fictions and romances of Arabia and Persia, 
and mogt of our best tales are supposed to be derived from the 
.same source. Ifr has already been said that Firrlausl wrote In 


the beginning of the eleventh century, but it was not till the 
twelfth that romances of chivalry began t^ amuse and delight 
the western v^orld. Although the Rcftnctn de Ut Base was tha 


first consi^ei-able work of the kind in verse, the poem which 
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gave life and character to all succeeding tales of chivalry was 
the Or lamb Tiimmorato t)f Boyavdo, afterwards improved and 
paiuphnxscd hy Ilerni. To this production wc are indebted for 
the Orhhulo Furmo of Ariosto ; and in a sinfilar relation to 
each other stand the llastan-Naineh, of which we shafi presently 
sp^ak, and the Shah Nitraeli of Firdausi. 

In the series of romantic adventures which constitute the 

I 

Shall Nilinch, the principal hero is Rustem. He is born 
during the reign of Miinichihr, and it is not till some centiirit s 
afterwards, whilst Gushti'usp is sovereign of Peraia, that he 
perishes by treachery, to avenge the death of Tsfendiyar, in¬ 
voluntarily slain by the champion. Tjbctareer of this prodigy 
of strength, and piety, and valour, mufi^iliaa have been of more 
than antediluvian duration, unless indeed it could be imagined 
that Rustem was adojitcd hy the cliarapiou of every successive 
reigu as a name or title of distinction; but that is impossible, for 
his brother Zuilra dies with him ; he is always the son of Zill, 
who indeed survives him, and the grandson of f^am, and there 
can be no doubt of his being the same individual througlimit, 
the same everlasting conqueror,* So Avcll has Firdausi preserved 
the • indomitable spirit of this heroic character, that, even in 
his last moments,, he slays the wretch who had betrayed him. 

Rustem has been generally called the Persian Hercules, and 
in bravery and power the two heroes present many points of 
resemblance. Sir William Ouseley, in his valuable travels, has 
drawn an ingenious parallel between them, especially with 
regard to the labours of these celebrated champions. The 

* liUt tho Sliiih Ndmeh cannot be said to havo any pretensions to truo 
history, and chronology^ia equiilly disregarded in the I’ictical imagination of 
FmlausI; for, according to him, Jemshld had reigned soveo hundred years 
before he was inspired with tho impious ambition which occ&sioucd his 
xlownfall, and tho despotism of the usuii)er Zoh&k is stated to bare lasted one 
thousand years 1 
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labours of Riy^tcm were however only seven, whilst those of 
Tlcitiules \vere twelve. It is^not, I believe, understood that 
the series of exploits performed by the Pereian hero are at 
all figurative’ lUce those of the Grecian god; for according 
to the theory of Dupjiis, Hercules is considered as no other 
than the suti, and his twelve labours are regarded* as a, repfe- 
sentation of the annual course of that lumiuai'y through tlie 
signs of the Zodiac. In the Sh^h Ndmeh, Isfendiydi' lias also 
his seven laliours as well as Rustem, and both consist in tho 
overthrojv of devouring monsters, and the destniction of 
talismans and works of enchantment. Eusteirf, however, 
performs his exploits alone, mounted on his famous liorso 
Rakush, whilst Tsfeudiyilr is accompanied and assisted by a 

nnnn;rou8 party of horsemen. All nations, indeed, have had 
their inieonquerable knights and destructive dragons. Wo 

had our St. George, and other countries can no doubt* boast 
of cavaliers equally valiant, and of monsters equally pestiferous 
and hoirible. * 

Of Abul Kslsim Firdausi, the author of this cclebnited 

t . 

work, little is satisfactorily known. He was bom at Ti'is, a 
city of Khorassin, about the year 950. But in Daulet Sliah’s 
account of the Persian poets, his proper name is said to have 
been Ilassan, and that of his father Ishak Sherif Shah, who 
worked as a gai’dener on the domain of the governor of Tiis? 
The following circumstances, respecting the origiij of tho 
poem and the life of the poet, are chiefly derived frqpi the 
preface .to the copy of the Shah Nimeh w'hich was collated 
in the year of the Hejira 829, about 400 years ago, by order 
of Bayisunghur Bahider Eh4n. It appears from that preface 
that Yezdjiud, the last king of the SassaSian race, took con¬ 
siderable pains in collecting all tho chronicles, histories and 
traditions^ connected with Persia and the sovereigns of that 
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ctiniiiry, fiom tlio iiine of Kaiiimers to the accesf^^on of the 

Khosnins, wJiii;!!, by his directiai, were digested and brought 

iJito one view, and formed the book known by,the name of 

tSyur-al-j\I i'll Ilk, or the Ikistan-Nainoh. AVlie^i th^ followers 

of.Mahmmued overtunied the i'ersian'inoiiareliy, this work 

< * * 

was found in ^ho plundered library of Yezdjird. The pref.ieo 
above allyded t<!) minutely traces its progress tlirough difl’orciit 
hands in Arabia, Elliiopia, and Hindustan. The chronicle 
wfis afterwards continued to the time of Yezdjird. In the 
tenth century, one of the Kings of the SaniHiiiau dynasty 
directed Hukiki to versify that extensive work, but the poet only 
lived to finish a thousand distiches, having been assassinated 


by liis own slave. Nothing further was done till the reign 
of Sultan Mahmiid Sabuktugln, in the beginning of the 
eleventh century. Tliat illustrious concpieror, whose rcstkiss 
aiubiUon extended his dominion from the Tigris to the Ganges, 
and from the mountains of Tartary to tlie Indian Ocean, witii 
the intention of augmenting tlic glories of his reign projected 
a history of the kings of Persia, and ordered the litcraiy 
chariicters of his court conjointly to prepare one from all 
aftcessiblo records. While they were eugaged ujion this laborious 
nndertuking, a romantic accident, which it is nnneccssary to 
di'scribe, furnished the Sultan with a copy of the Bastaii- 

Naiueh, the existence of which was till then unknown to him. 

»• 

Prom this work Mahmud selected seven Stories or llouuinecs, 
which he delivered to seven poets to bo composed in verse, that 
he might ho able to ascertain the merits of each competitor. 
The poet Husari, to whom tlie story of llustem and Sohrab 
was given, gained Idic palm, and be was aotordingly engaged 
to arrange the whole history in verse. " • 

Firdausi was at this time at Tiis, his native city, where he 
cultivated his jioetical ‘talents with assiduity and success. ‘ Ho 



.TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE. 


XV 


hiitl .heard the attempt of Dukild to versify the history 
of tlic kings of Porsia, and of4hc determination of the reigning 
ki,ng, Afahmyd, to patronize an imdertukiiig which ja-oinisod 
to’add Instj’c to the age in which lie lived. Having fortunately 
.siiocecdcd iij procuring a copy of tlie ]iasUiii-N;luieh, ho pyr- 
sued his studies with unremitting zeal, and §oou pmdiiced 
that part of the poem in which the battloB of Zolulk and 
Feridun are described. The performance was universally r(>ad 
and admired, and it was not long before his fame J'eaeht'd 
the cars’ of the Sultan, wlio iinnicdiatcly invited him to his 
court. 

Another notice of his life state.s, that he and his hrother 


jMahsdd were originally husbandmen, occupied in the labours 
of tlR; field at Tus, and that it was the persecution of a malicious 
enemy which drove the poet from his native place. Wrdausl 
told his hrother that he was nnable to endure the insulta that 


were continn^dly heaped upon him, and proposed that they 
should depart together to another country ; but l^Tahsud, nob 
disposed to abandon his home, objected to tins scheme. Fir- 
daiLsi however was dctcu’mined to remain no longer at Tiiiy and 
immediately set out unfriended and alone on his way fco 
Ghizni. 


When our author had reached tlie vicinity of the capital, h^ 
Jiappencd to i)ass near a garden Avhery Uiisari, Usjiidi', and 
Furroki were sitting drinking wine. These celebralod prtefs 
obsferved. a stranger approach, and one of them said : “ Tf that 
fellow comes hither he will spoil our pleasure, let us therefore 
get rid of him at once by scolding him away.” But the others 


disapproved of tWs harsh mode of proccciiug, and thought it 
would b^ better, and more consistent with their condition and 


character, to overcome him by some stroke of learning or 
waggery. ’ Whej> Firdausi drew near, matua> salutations having 
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passed between them, they thus familiarly addressed him: 
“ Here we are, cugajjed in making extemporaneous verses, and 
whoever is able to follow them up with promptitude and effect, 
shall ho' admitted as an approved companion to our social 
hoard.” Firdausi was willing and ready to submit t8 this test, 
!in(\ Unsari thus commenced upon an apostrophe to*a beautiful 
woman : 

« 

I 

The light of the moon to thy splendour is weak 


Uajudi rejoined : 

The rose is eclipsed by the bloom of thy check. 

Then Furroki: 

Thy cyc-laahcs dart through the folds of the joshun/ 




It was now Firdausi’s turn ; and he said without 
pause, but with admirable felicity : 

Like the javelin of Glw in the battle with Poshun. 

’anger; 

The poets were astonished at the readiness of thd 

aijd tieing totally ignorant of the story of Glw 

inquired of him from whence it was derived, wh^‘ . .1 

1 in tlic 

related to them the onslaught or encounter as ^6scryj.gg^j^j. 
llastan-Ntlmeh. Upon which they treated him 
kindness and respect, alid were so pleased Avith 
geniu8»he displayed on other subjects, that they rec 
him to the patronage of Shah Mahradd; an instar^j.^ 
interestedness, if true, highly honourable to the nva^ 

It is also related that the Sultan, when Firtlaui _ _ 

( % " *"#^TS68 

introduced to him, requested the poet to compose some 


Joshun armour % 
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in his ‘presence ; upon which, Firdausi instantly pronounced 
the following \ 

The cr&clled infsint, whose sweet lips are yet 
Balmy with milk from its own mother’s breast, 

L'isp^iii'st the name of Mahraild. 

This ra«i compliment delighted the king, and confirmed his 
high opinion of the extraordinary merits of the poet. 

When Firdausi arrived at Ghizni, the suoccss of Unsari, 
in giving a poetical dress to the romance of Rustem and Sohnll >, 
was the subject of general observation and praise. Animattd 
by this proof of literary taste at court, he commenced upon 
the story of the battles of Isfendiysir and Rustem ; and having 
completed it, he embraced the earliest opportunity of getting 
that poem presented to the Sultan, who had already soeii 
abumlant evidence of the transcendent talents of the authoi'. 
Mahmud regarded the production with admiration and tfclight. 
He without hesitating a moment ap]X)inted him to com])lcte the 
Shah Nameh, and ordered his chief minister * to jray him a 
thousand miskals for every thousand distiehs, and at the same 
time hononicd him with the surname of Firdausi, because that 
he had diffused over his court the delights of ijaradise.t 
Unsarf himself liberally acknowledged the superiority 
^^irdausl’s gi/iius, and relinquished the undertaking without 
apparent regret. , 

-'''■•The minister,in compliance with the iiyunctionsof Mahmud, 
offered to pay the sums as the work weut ou ; but 'Firdafisi 
unfortunately preferred waiting till he had complcte'd his 
engagenleut, and receiving the whole at onec, as he had long 
indulged the hope of being able to do something of importance 
for the benefit of his native city. 

It appears ‘that Firdausi, in his new situation, did not act 

Ahmed Myrnondl. ^ t Firdaus sigoifiefl paradLae. 
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with becoming discretion. IIo had composed verses inlionoiir 
of the minister whose office it was to supply him With whatever 
he might require, but did nothing to conciliate the good graces 
of Aiyai* one of the principal favourites of Malimiid. In con¬ 
sequence of tliis omission, Aiyar souglit^ every opportunity to 
in^unj J’irda«sf and ruin his interests with the kiijg. Several 
passages in his poems were extracted and invidiously com¬ 
mented iqjon, as containing sentiments contriary to the prin¬ 
ciples of the true faith ! It was alleged that they proved hinr 
to he a hy])ocritical philosopher, and a schismatic. The king 
was highly indignant on hearing that the poet was 'guilty of 
cherishing impious doctrines ; upon which occasion Firdausi 
solicited an audience, and thl•o^^^ng himself at the feet of 
Mahmiid, protested against the malignant calumny which had 
been brought .against him ; but Mahmud replied that aJ^l the 
peoiJe of Tiis were of the same character, all heretics alike! 
The’situation of the poet under royal displeasure had thus 
become critical, and ho remained at Ghizni, thpngh still pro¬ 
secuting his laboui’s, in a state of great anxiety and alarm. 
But in spite of all that artifice and malignity couXl frame, the 
y)oe£ rose in the esteem of the public. Admiration followed 
him in the pro^mss of the work, and presents Avere showered 
upon him from every quarter. The poems wore at length 
" completed. The composition of sixty thousand couplets * ap- 

*** In * Misacrtation called Yamini^ it is said that the ancient poet Kudiki, 
M’ho Uciirishcd liali' a century betore Finlausi, had written one million and 
three hundred vprses ; an Oriental Loi>c de Vega ! 

The copies of tho Sh&li N&meh now generally met with, vary in extent 
many thousaud couplc'ts—few of tfiem containing the original number. This 
inequality has been thus accounted for; the katibs, or*copyers, engaged upon 
so immense a work, are apt to expedite the accomplishineiit of their task by 
omissions in ditferenteparts, whilst, on tho other ha^d, many of them have 
not only interpolated passages.but whole episodes. The cur^)ii3 in comxiosition 
and style have long been amused in conjecturing what is genuine, and what is 
added or doubtful, but to very little purpose, some of the questioned stories 
being fully equal to the best parts of poepu 
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pcaia to have cost him the labour of thirty ycai-s. The Sultau 
was' fully Sensible of the value and excellence of that splendid 
monument of gbnius and talents, and proud of being the 
patroniser of a^work which promised to i)erpetuatc Ifls name, 
he ordered an clophant-load of gold to be given to the author. 
But the malignity of the favourite was unapi)otu3e<^, aiuLlic was 
still bent upon the degradation and ruin of the |)oct. Contriv¬ 
ing to establish his own success with the king, in-stead of the 
elephant-load of gold, he managed to get sent to him r) 0 , 0 jli 0 
silver dirhems ! Birdausi was in the public bath at the time ; 
and when he found that the bags contained only silver, he was 
so enraged at the insult ottered to liim, that on the sp(jt he gave 
20,000 to the keeper of the bath, 20,000 to the seller of refresh¬ 
ments, and 20,000 to the slave who brought them. “The 
Sultan shall know,” said he, “ that I did not l)estow thejabour 
of thirty years on a work, to be rewarded with dirhems! ” 
When this circumstance came to the knowledge of the king, he 
was exceedingly exasperated at the conduct of his favourite, 
who had, however, artifice and ingenuity enough to exculpate 
himself, anS to cast all the blame upon the poet. Fiixlansi w.'us 
charged with disrespectful and insulting behaviour to his sove¬ 
reign ; and Mahmud, thus stimulated to rq^ntment, and no 
longer questioning the veracity of the favourite, passed an order 
that the next morning he should be trampled to death under 
the feet of an elephant! The unforti/hatc poet yraa thrown 
into the greatest consternation when he heard of the wilhof the 
Sultan., lie immediately hurried to the presence, and again 
falling at the feet of the king, begged for mercy, pronouncing 
at the same time an elegant culogium on the glories of his 
reign, and tbe innate generosity of his *lieart. The king, 
touched .by his agitation, and still mspecting the brilliancy of 
his i;alent^ at length condescended to revoke the order. 

b2 



TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 


But the wound was deep, and not to be endured without a 
miinnur. He immediately obtained fi’om the librarian of 
Mahmud the copy of the Shtlh ifimch which’he had presented 
to the kfhg, and wrote in it his satire on thc.Sifltan with all 
the bitterness of reproach which insulted merit co#ld devise, 
ancl instantly fled from the court. He passed sotne time at 
Miizinderan (H^rcania), and afterwards took refuge at Bagdad, 
where he fvas in high favour with the Kalif al KAder Billah, in 
whose praise he added a thousand couplets to the Shslh Nameh, 
and for which he received a robe of honour and 00,o00 dinars. 
He also wrote a poem called Joscjih during his stay in that 
city. 

Another account says, that after abandoning his own country, 
Firdausi remained for some time in the house of Abd el Maali, 
a dealer in books at Herat. Mahmud had, after his escape, 
sent peraons in search of him in every dii'cction ; and as they 
made known the purpose of their mission in every town they 
came to, our poet in great sorrow returned to T4s ; but afraid 
of not being safe there, he took leave of his relations ahd friends 
and obtained u i/lace of refuge in Bustemdar. T?je governor 
received him with kindness, and oftered him one huudi-ed and 
sixty miskals * of ^gold if he would cancel from the Shilh Nilrach 
the satire composed by him against Mahmud. Firdausi, adds 
^his account, agi'eed to the proposal, cancelled the verses, and 
thgn returned to Tds, Vhcre he lived obscurely to afr old age. ■ 

It ie further said that Mahmdd at length bccamd aapiainted 
with the falsehood and ti’eacliery of the vizir, wh(;se erupl perse¬ 
cution of the unoffending poet had involved khe character and 
reputation of his court in disgrace. .His indignation appeared 
to be extreme, and Rhe favourite was banished for,.over from his 


A miskal is about a dxachm a half in weights 
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presence. Anxious to make all the reparation in his power for 
the injustice he had been guilty of, whether purposely or other¬ 
wise, he immediately dispatched a present of G0,000 diiiais and 
a rohe of state with many apologies for what had happened. 
But Firdausi did iiot'divo to be gratified by this consoling,ac¬ 
knowledgment. Ho had returned to his friends at Tiik, wlxre 
he died .Ijefore the present from the king aii’iyed. His family, 
however, scrnpulously devoted it to the beneA’olcnt purposes 
which the poet had originally intended, viz. the erection* of 
public buildings, and the general improvement of his native 
city. 

'i'his latter circumstance is somewhat differently related in 
Daulct Shah’s biogra])hy. Mahmud, it is said, in one of his 
tweive expeditions to India, hearing his minister repeat a pas¬ 
sage from the Rhdh Nameh happily descriptive of his situation 
at the time, was strongly reminded of Firdausi; and reoollwd- 
ing with regret the injustice he had done the j)oct, inquired 
Avhat had become of him. TJie minister replied that he was 
mnv vciy <dd and infirm, and living obscurely at Tiis. The 
Saltan instantly ordered a present, worthy of the iwct tyid of 
himself, to be forwarded to him ; but at the moment the ia>r- 
sjns in charge of this present entered the gain of Tiis, the body 
of Firdausi was being conveyed through the same gate to bp 

buried. Wlien the funeral ceremony was over, however, the 

• ^ • • 

amount was cairied to his surviving sister : but she Refused to 
receive it, saying, “ What have I to do now with the wcsilth of 
kings ?^’ 

This brief biographical notice is the sum of all that is known 
of the great Firdnusl. The poet seems tc^liavo lived to a con- 
sidcrablo a^. When he wrote the satire against Mahmud, 
according to his own account, he was more than seventy. 
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When charity dcmamlH a bounteous dole, 

Close is thy hand, contracted as thy soul; 

Now seventy years have maAcd my longf oareer, 

Nay more, but age has no protection hero 1 

« 

Probably about ten years elapsed during lijs sojourn rft Mslzin- 
doriiii and Bagdad, after lie quitted the court of GhiSui,so that 
he must have lieeji at least eighty when he died. It appears 
from several parts of the satire, that a period of thirty years 
was employed in the composition of the Slulh Nameh, from 
Avhieh it must be infeired that he had been engaged u]>ou 
that work long before the accession of Mahmud to the throne, 
for that monarch survived Firdausi ten years, and the period of 
his I'cign w'as only thirty-one. Although there be nothing iu 
the preceding memoir to indicate that the poet had com¬ 
menced, versifying the Bastan Nameh nine years before the 
reign ^f Mahimid, the circumstauee can hardly be questioned. 
All oriental biography is so vague, melaphorical, and undeter¬ 
mined, that there is always great dilliculty in arfiviug at the 
simplest fact, yet it is not at all probable that the round 
number of thirty years was falsely assumed by the poet. 

,Notwithstandiiig the turn w’hich is given, by the preface just 
mentioned, to thci cause of Firdausi's disappointment, in rc- 
fcrring it solely to the mneour of the minister, the conduct of 
Mahiniid appears to have been, in the highest degi’ee, in- 
eoiisiderafce* and cruel, lie must have well known that dirhems' 
had bdtu sent instead of the elephant-load of gold, and it yvas 
unwortliy of the conqueror of the world to suffer himsi^f to bo 
flattered and cajoled into petty resentment rtgainst the man 
who had immortalized the exploits of so ma^jy'ancient heroes, 
and who, in the opening verees of the poem, had. done such 
honour to his name. The present of 60,000 dinare which he 
aftcnvm’ds sent tft him seems at any rate to shew (upon ihe 
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presumptipn of his having been purposely unjust) that lie felt 
some stings of oqpscience, an# that he wished to recover from 
the disgrace^which attached to him, as a patron of Ijterature, 
from BO dishonourable a transaction. 

A more favourabfe construction, however, may be enter¬ 
tained from the facts adduced. The order for an elephant¬ 
load of gold to be presented to the poet, wluitcver,might be 
meant by that imposing term, appears to have arisen fi’oiu 
a spontaneous impulse of generosity. Mahmud may hi^o 
been afterwsirds the dupe of the minister, and his last atoning 
act of liberality would seem to favour that conclusion ; but no 
dependence esm be placed on the humour of an Asiatic despot. 
Yet it might bo presumed that the sovereign who hixd the 
justice and magnanimity to punish with death an offender 
whom he would' not see till after execution, suspecting 
him to be his own son,* would hardly treat a poor poet so 
disgracefully.^ However this may have been, the satire of 
Firdausi, written at the moment of provocation, and with 
strongly exasperated feelings, appears to have had the power of 
stamping with obloquy in this respect the character of Malundd, 
and of giving negative effect to the adulation which he had 
lavishly bestowed upon the same individbal at the com¬ 
mencement of his poem. Thus singularly enough the work 
begins with an extravagant eulogy, an^ ends with the most 
scornful vituperation of his patron. 

The tomb of Firdausi is in the city of Tiis,. and much fi’e- 
quentedf by pilgiams. It is said of Shaik Abul Kasim Korkani 
that he refused to offer up the customary prayer for Firdausi, 
because he had wtitten so much in praise of|the firc-worshippem. 
But upon the following night he drealrat that he saw Firdausi 


8tol;y ts told.bjr Qibbon in hia Decline and Falkof the Jtomau Empire. 
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in Paradise raised to a high degree of glory, when he asked 
him how he had merited that distinction, and, the poet replied, 
“ On account of the passages in which I have celebrated the 
greatne^ and the unity of God.” . • 

In delivering this abridgment to the public, I liave been 
ailxious to make it as comprehensive and interesting to the 
general reader, as the extent of the labour I had prescribed to 
myself, and my own ability would allow. But it necessarily 
contains merely the substance of the Shah Nsimeh, though in 
many parts in considerable detail; and I have therefore deemed 
it important, with the view of showing more fully Firdausi’s 
powers os a poet, to add a revised edition of my translation of 
Sohrab. Thus whilst the abridgment exhibits the scope and 
character of the poem, this favourite episode will at oncft dis¬ 
play the force and spirit with which Firdausi’s outlines are 
traced and his colouring supplied. 

But I must not conclude without remarking, that Fir- 

I 

dausl’s great work continues to be held in the highest estima¬ 
tion throughout Persia, and favourite passages^ from the 
variems adventures are still treasured up and quoted on all 
fftting occasions. So popular is our old romancer, that the 
copies of the Shdh Nameh are innumerable, and some of them 
ure not only admirable specimens of fine ornamental writing, 
but theyjare generally enriched with coloured drawings of 
exquisite* finish, illustrative of the most prominent events of 
the work. One of the copies which I used in the execution of 
the present abridgment was of this kind, splendidly illuminated 
and sprinkled with gold; and cost upwards of one hundred 
guineas. In India* even, tlmt is Hindustamond the southern 
regions of the East, wherever the Persian language is understood 
ond cultivated, the Sli^ Nimeh is also highly prized ;* but it is 
perhaps most known by a veiy clever epitome of it,Vritteh in 
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I lie same language, by Shumshlr Khan in tlic year 1063 of the 
Mahommedan em* The original work has outlived eight 
centuries with undiminished lustre, in countries, taq, where 

copies can only*bc multiplied at a great expense, verifying the 

§ 

Itroidiecy of the poet, who predicted the immortality of his 
verse with as much confidence as Ovid when he wrote Ifis 
celebrated peroration— 

Jamque optis exegi; quod ncc Jovia ira, ncc ignis. 

Nec poterit ferrum, ncc edax abolcro vetuBtas. 

London, Jfay 1, 1832. 
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KAltiMERS. 

AcconpiNG to the traditions of former ages, recorded in the 
Bastan-nilmeh, the first person who established a code of laws 
and exercised the functions of a monarch in Persia, was 
Kaiiimers. It is said that he dwelt among the mountains, and 
that his garments were made of the skins of beasts. 


His reign Avas thirty years, and o’er the earth 
He spread the blcssijigB of paternal sway ; 

Wild animals, obsequious to his will, 

Assembled round his throne, and did him homage. 
He^ad a son named Saidmuk, a youth 
Of lovely form and countenance, in war 
Brave and accomplished, and the dear delight 
Of his fond father, who adored the boy, 

And only dreaded to be parted from him. 

So is it ever with the Avorld—the parent 
Still doating on his offspring. Kaidmers 
Had not a foe, save one, a hideous Demon,* 


* The first encounter in the SL4h Naineh is between the son of Kaiumers* 
and a demon. There does not seem to exist among the rei'siaua any very 
well defined notion respecting these demons, d^s, or dives. • ^ey are, 
however, generally represented in human shape, W'ith horns, long ears, and 
sometimes with a tail, as Lord Monboddo says, “depending from thel^ gablo 
ends," yet possessed of superior power and intelligence.* They arc also 
enchanter^ and sorcerers. The most renowned were-those of Maxindcr&n, 
whom Eustem oveitbrcw. They were always considered superior to common 
human beings, and always the most effective allies, and the most formidable 
foes. They were oft^ of caliban-aspect, giants; and though they had the 
faculty of vanishing A^enever they chose, we frequently see them dispatclied 
and slain m batue, in tbe common way, by sword or battle-axe. They aro 
sometimes Uke ^irita of the storm, wild and destructive, and sometimes they 
are of less consequence, and occupied in inferior duties, Jemshid had many 
• B 
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Who viewed his power with envy, and aspired* 

To work his ruin. Tie, too. had a son, 

Fierce as a wolf, whose days were dark and bitter, 

Because the favouring fitavens in kinder mood 
Srnilod on the monarch and his gallant heir. 

—When SiiiAmiik first beard the Demon’s arm 
Was to o’orthrow liis father and himsclfj' 

Surprise and indignation filled hjs heart, 

Anti speedily a martial force he raised, 

To punish the invader. Proudly garb^l 
I iiMcopaKl’s skin, he hastened to the war; 

But \vhon the eoinbatants, with eager mien, 

Impatient met upon the battle-field, 

And both together tried their utmost strength, 

Down from his enemy’s dragon-grasp soon fell 
The ] uckless son of royal Kaiiimers, 

Vanquished and lifeless. Sad, unhappy fate I 

Disheartened by this disastrous event, the army immediately 
retreated, and returned to Kaiiimers, who wept bitterly for the 
loss of his son, and continued a long time inconsolable. But 
after a year had elapsed a mysterious voice addressed *him, 
saying ;—“ Be patient, and despair not,—thou hast only to 
send* another ai'iiiy against the Demons, and the triumph and 
the victory will be thine. 

Drive from the earth that Demon horrible, 

And sori’ow will be rooted from thy heart,” 

t Saidmuk Iclt a son w'hose name was Hiisheng, whom the king 
loved much mora even than his father. 

Hiisheng his name. There seemed in him combined, 
Knowledge and goodness eminent. To him 
I Wus given hi& father’s dignity and fitation. 

And the old man, his grandsiro, scarcely deigned 
To look upon another, his afEeotion 
For him was so unbounded. 

Koitimers having appointed Hiisheng the leader of the armj, 

!n his service.* The ^demons taught Tahfimers the use of letters, after he 
bad conquered them, and had' acquired the appellation of'Diw-biind, or the 
chainor of demons. Diw, or demon, means also a god, or peiponage 4 
higher? class in the sc^e of earthly beings. 
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the young hero eet out with an immense body of troops to 
engage the'Demon and his son. It is said that at that time 
every species of dnimal, wild and tame, was obedient to his 
command. 


fhe savage beasts, and those of gentler kind, 
iilike reposed before him, and appeared 
To do him homage. 

The wolf, the tiger, the lion, the panthei*, and even‘the fowls 
of the air, assembled in aid of him, and he, by the bleasing of 
God, slew the Demon and his offspring with his own hand. 
After which the army of Kaiiimers, and the devouring animals 
that accompanied him in his mai'ch, defeated and tore to pieces 
the scattered legions of the enemy. Upon the death of Kaidmers 
Hushong ascended the tlironc of Persia. 


nCSHENG. 

lb is recorded tiiat Hdsheng ves the first who brought out 
fire from stone, and from that circumstanqp lie founded the 
religion of the Fire-worshippers, calling the flame which was 
produced, the Light of the Divinity.* The accidental discovery 
of this element is thus described:— 

Passing, one day, towards the mountain’s side, 

Attend^ by his train, surprised he saw 
Something in aspect terrible—^its eyes ■ 

Fountains of blood; its dreadful mouth sent forth 


* Firdausi ^aks here of Hasheng, the second ^ing qf tlic Peshdadian 
dynasty, having founded the religion of the- fire-worshippers, but from that 
time the faith seems .to have slept till the appearance of Zerdusht, in the 
reim of Gusht&sp, many centuries afterwards, when IsfendJy&r propagated it 
at file point of the sword. ^ ^ 
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Volnmcd of smoko that darkened all the air. 

Fixing his gn'^o upon that hideous form, 

Ho Bcized a slono, and with prodigiouH force 
Hurling it, chanced to strike a jutting i?)ck, 

Whence s]mrks arose, and presently a fire 
O’erspread the plain, in which the monstes pcrisbcd» 

—Tims ITiisheng found the clement which ^cd 
Light through the world. The monarch prostratS bowed, 
I*raifiiug the great Creator, for the good • 

IhNtowcd on man, and, pious, then he said, 

'J’liih is the Liglii from Heaven, sent down from God; 

' Jf ye be wise, adore and worship it 1" 

'It is also related that, in the evening of the day on which the 
luminous flash appeared to him from the stone, lie lighted an 
immense fire, and, having made a royal entertainment, he called 
it the resLival of Siddeh. By him the art of the blacksmith 
was discovered, tind lie taught river and streamlet to supply tlie 
towns, and irrigate the fields for the purposes of cultivation. 
And he also brought into use the fur of the sable, ana the 
sqnirrdl, and the ermine. Before his time mankind had nothing 
fur food but fruit, and the leaves of trees and the skins of animals 
for clothing, lie introduced, and taught his people, the method 
of making bread, and the art of cookeiy. 

Then ate they their own bread, for it was good, 

And they were grateful to their benefactor ; 

Mild laws were framed—the very laud rejoiced, 

Smiling with cultivation : all the world 
Remervberiug Hiishcng’s virtues. 


‘ The period of his government is said to have lasted forty 
years, and he was succpeded by his son, Tahdmers. 
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• TAHCTMERS. 

• • ^ 

This sovereigil was also called Diw-bund, or the Binder of 

Demons. He assembled together all the wise men in his domi¬ 
nions, to consider and deliberate upon whatever fliight * 1)0 of 
utility and advantage to the people of God. Inf his days wool 
was spun and woven, and garments and caipets* maniffactnrcd, 
and various animals, such as panthers, falcons, hawks, and 
syagoshes, were tamed, and taught to assist in the sports of tlie 
field. Tahiimers had also a vizir, renowned for his wisdom and 
understanding. Having one day charmed a Demon into his 
power by philters and magic, he conveyed him to Tahumers ; 
upon winch, the brethren and allies of the prisoner, feeling 
ashaiped and degraded by the insnlt, collected an army, and 
W'cnt to war against the king. Tahumers was equally in wrath 
when he heard of these hostile proceedings, and having also 
gathered together an anny on his part, presented himself bbforc 
the enemy. The name of the leader of the Demons was Ghi'i. 
Oil one side the force consisted of fire, and smoke, and Demons ; 
on the other, brave and magnanimous waiviors. TalnhiKirs 
lifted his mace, as soon as he was opposed to the enemy, and 
giving Ghii a blow on the head, killed him on the spot, ^'h^ 
other Demons being taken prisoners, he ordered them to be 
destroyed ; but they petitioned for mercy, promising, if their 
lives were spared, that they would teach him a wonderful art.* 
Tahiimers assented, and they immediately brought thjeir books, 
and pens and ink, and instructed him how to read and’ijTite.' 

They taught him letters, and his eager min'd 
With ^^^a^ning was illumined. The world was blest 
With quiet and repose, Peris and Demons 
Submitting to his will. 

The refgn of Tahumers lasted thirty years and after him the 
monarchy descended to Jemshid, his son. 
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JEM^D. 

I 

• > 

Jemshldwas eminently distinguished for Icarhing and wisdinn. 
It is said that coats of mail, cuirasses, and swords,liiid various 
kmdgrof arfnour, were invented and maniifacturccl in his time, 
and also that? garments of silk were ma<lo and worn by his 
people. ' 


Helmets and swords, with curious art they made, 

Guided by Jcmshld’s skill; and silks and linen 
And robes of fur and ermine. Desert lands 
Were cultivated; and wherever stream 
Or rivulet wandered, and the soil was good, 

He fixed the habitations of his people; 

And there they ploughed and reaped; for in that age 
All laboured; none in sloth and idleness 
Were suffered to remain, since indolence 
Too often vanquishes the best, and turns 
To nought the noblest, firmest resolution, 

Jemshid afterwards commanded his Demons to eonstrnct a 
splendid palace, and he directed his people how to make the 
foundations strong. 

• 

He taught the unholy Demon-train to mingle 
■\Vatcr and clay, with which, formed into l)ricks, 

The walls were built, and then high turrets, towers, 

And balponies, and roofs to keep out rain 
And cold, and sunshine. Every art was known 
To Jemshid, without equal in the world, 

•He alsd made vessefs for the sea and the river, and erected a 
magniiicent throne, embellished with pearls and precious stones; 
and having seated himself upon it, commanded his Demons to 
raise him up in tl>e air, that he might be able to transport him¬ 
self in a moment wherever he chose. He named the first day 
of the year NA-r-Hz, and on every NH-rdz 'ne made a royal 
feast, 80 that under his hospitable roof, mortals, and Genii, and 
Demons, and Peris, were delighted and happy, every one toing 
equally regaled wifh wine and music. His government is kaid 
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to have continued in existence seven hundred years, aiid during 
that period, it is added, none his subjects suiTcred death, or 
were afflicted with disease. 

Maif seemed immortal, sickness was unknown, 

, And life 1 ‘olled on in happiness and joy, 

V • ^ 

After the lapse of seven hundred ycara, however, inordinate 
ambition inOamed the heart of Jemshid, and, havingjissoniblcd 
all the illustrious personages and learned men in his dominions 
before him, he said to them :—“ Tell me if there exists, or ever 
existed, in all the world, a king of such magiiificonce and power 
as I ani ? ” They unanimously replied:—“ Thou art alone, 
the mightiest, the most victorious : there is no equal to thee! ” 
The just God beheld this foolish pride and vanity with displea¬ 
sure, and, as a punishment, cast him from the government of 
au empire into a state of utter degradation and misery. 

All looked upon the throne, and heard and saw 
Nothing but Jemahld, he alouc was king, 

Absorbing every thought; and in their praise, 

And adoration of that morlal man, 

Fdrgot the worship of the great Creator, 

Then proudly thus ho to his nobles spoke, 

Intoxicated with their loud applause, 

** I am unequalled, for to mo the earth 
Owes all its science, never did exist 
A Bovereip^ty like mine, beneficent 
And glonous, driving from the populous land 
Disease and want. Domestic joy and^est 
Proceed from me, all that is good and great 
Waits my behest; the universal voice 
Declares the splendour of my government, 

Beyond whatever human heait oonccivcd, 

And me the only monarch of the world.” 

—Soon as these words hml parted fi-om his lips, 

Words impious, and insulting to higli heaven, 

His eaTthly grandeur faded,—then all tongues 
Grew clamoioua and bold. The day of Jemshid 
Passed into gloom, his brightness all obscured. 

What said the Moralist ? When thou wort a king 
Thy Ibbjccta were obedient, but whBover 
Proudly neglects the worship of his God, 

Brings desolation on his house and home.*’ 

—^And when be marked the insolence of his people, 

He knew the wrath of Heaven ]^ad bpen provoked,. 

And terror overcame him., ‘ 



THE SHAH NXMEH. 


MIRTAS-TAzI, and'his son ZOHAK. 

• * ^ 

The old historians relate that Mirhls was thc*namc of a kihj? 

of the Arabs ; and that he had a thousand animals t»*hich 
injflc, and th*c milk of these animals he always distribiiU d in 
charity among the poor. God was pleased with his goodness, 
and accordingly increased his favour upon him. 

Gon-ts, sheep, and camels, yielded up their store 
Of bnliny milk, with which the jjencrous kinj^ 

Nonrislicd the indigent and helpless poor. 


Mirtiis had a son called Zoh.ik, Avho possessed ten thonsand 
Arab horses, or Tazis, upon which account he was surnamed 
Biwnrasp ; biwur meaning ten thonsand, and asp a horse. 
One day Iblis, the Evil Spirit, appeared to Zohak in the 
disguise of a good and virtuous man, and conversed with him 
in the* most agreeable manner. 

Pleased with his eloquence, the youth 
Suspected not the speaker’s truth ; 

But praisi'd the sweet impassioned strain, 

And asked Jiim to discourse again, 

i 

* Iblis replied, that he was master of still sweeter coiivci*so, 
but he could not liddrcss it to him, unless he first entered into 
a solemn compact, and engaged never on any pretence to 

divulge his secret. 

^ ' 

Zohdk in perfect innocence of heart 
Assented to the oath, and bound himself 
Never to tell the secret; all he wished 

Was still to hear the good man’s honey woids, 

• 

But as soon as the oath was taken, Iblis said to him: “ Thy 
fiithcr has become 61 d and worthless, and tholl ai:;^ young, and 
wise, and valiant. Let him no longer stand in thy way, but 
kill him; the robes of sovereignty ate ready, and better 
adapted for thee.” 
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The youth in agony of mind, 

Heal'd what the stranger now designed ; 

Gou^d crime like this be understood t 
The shedding of a parent’s blood I 
Ibllfl would no excuses hear— 

The oath was sworn—his death was near. 

“ For if thou tliink'st to pass it by, 

The peril’h thine, and thou must die !" 

1 1 

Zohsik was terrified and subdued by this warfiinf?, aud asked 
Iblis in what manner he proiiosed to sacrifice his fatfier. Ihlis 
replied, that he would dig a pit on the path-way which led^ to 
Mirt^is-Tazi’s house of prayer. Accordingly lie secretly made 
a deep \frell upon the spot most convenient for the purpose, and 
covered it over with grass. At night, as the king was going, as 
usual, to the house of prayer, he fell into the pit, and his legs 
and arms being broken by tlic fall, he shortly expired. 0 
righteous Heaven! that father too, whose tenderness would not 
suffer even the winds to blow upon his sou too roughly,—and 
that son, by the temptation of Iblis, to bring such a father to 
a miserable end! 

Tims ui^cd to crime, through cruel trcaclicry, 

Zohak usurped pious father’s throne. 

When Iblis found that he had got ZohAk completely in his 
power, he told him that, if he followed his counsel and advice 
implicitly, he would become the greatest mwiarch of the age, 
the sovereign of the seven climes, signifying the whrdc world. 
Zohilk agreed to every thing, and Iblis continued to liostow 
upon him the most devoted attention* and flatteny, for .the 
purpose of moulding him entirely to his will. To aich an 
extreme degree had his authority attained, that he became 
the sole director even in the royal kitchen, and prepared for 
Zohak the most delicious and savoury food imaginable ; for in 
those days bread«and fruit only were the u^al articles of food. 
Iblis himself was the original inventor of the cooking ai*t. 
Zohik was delighted with the dishes, made from every variety 
of bird ajid four-footed animal. Eveij d^ something new 
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and I’are was brought to his tablo, and every day Iblis increased 
in favour. But an egg was to Jiim the most delicate of all! 
“ What can there be superior to this ? ”* said he. “ To- 
morro\)f,” replied Iblis, "thou shalt have something better, 
and of a far superior kind.” 

• » 

Next day he bTOught delicious fare, and dressed 
In banner exquisite to please the eye, 

As \^ell as taste; parlrid^ and pheasant rich, 

A banquet for a prince. ZohAk beheld 
1 )i*lighted the repast, and eagerly 
llclished its ilavour ; then in gratitude, 

And admiration of the matchless art 
Which thus had ministered to his appetite, 

He cried;—“ For this, whatever thou deeirest, 

And I can give, is thine.” Iblis was glad, 

And, little anxious, had but one request— 

One unimportant wish—it was to kiss 
The monarch’s naked shoulder—a mere whim. 

And promptly did ZohAk comply, for he 
Was unsuspicious still, and stripped himself, 

Keady to gratify that simple wish. 

Iblis then kissed the part with fiendish gleo, 

And vanished in an instant. 

From the touch 

Sprang two black serpents I Then a tumiilt rose 
Among the people, searching for Iblis 
IMirough all the palace, but they sought in vain. 

To young and old it was a marvellous thing; 

The serpents writhed about as seeking food, 

And Icaincd men to sec the wonder came, 

And sage magicians tried to charm away 
That dreadful evil, but no cure w'as found. 

Some time aftorwartla Ibli’s returned to Zolulk, but in the 
shape of- u physician, und told him that it was according to his 
own horoscope that he suffered in this manner—^it was, in short, 
his destiny—and that the serpents would continue connected 
with him throughout his life, involving 1pm in ^rpetual 
misery. Zohik sunk into despair, upon tlie assurance of there 
being no remedy fQr him, but Iblis again rouced him by saying, 
that if the serpents were fed daily with human "brains, which 
would probably kill them, his life might be prolonged, and 
made ea^. 
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If life has any charm for thee, 

The brain of man their food must be I 

• 

. With thQ adoption of this deceitful stratagem, Iblis was 
highly pleased,'and congratulated himself upon the success of 
his wickeH exertions; thinking that in this manner a great 
portion of the human race would be destroyed. * Hewas*not 
aware that his craft and cunning had no influcrtcc in the house 
of God; and that the descendants of Adam arc continually 
increasing. 

When the people of Irdn and Tiirau heard that Zoluik kept 
near htm two devouring serpents, alarm and terror spread 
everywhere, and so universal was the dread pi’odiiced by this 
intelligence, that the nobles of Persia were induced to abandon 
their allegiance to Jeinshid, and, turning through fear to 
Zol^k, confederated with the Arab troops against their own 
country. Jemshid continued for some time to resijjt th('ir 
efforts, but was at last defeated, and became a wanderer on the 
face of the earth. 

To him existence was a burthen now^ 

The world a desert—for Zohdk had gained 
The imperial crown, and from all acts and deeds 
Of royal import, razed out the very name 
Of Jemshld hateful in tlie tyrant's eyes. 


I 


The Story op JEMSHID RESUMED. 


The Persian fovemment having fallen ipto the hands of the 
usurper, he 1$ent his spies in every direction for the purpose of 
getting possession of Jemshld wherever he might bo found, 
W their labour was not crowned |<rith^ success. The un- 
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fortunate wanderer, after experiencing numberless misfortunes, 
at length took refuge in Zabulist^i. 

• Flying from place to place, through wildorncsa, 

Wide plain, and mountain, veiled from huiiinn eye, 

Hungry' and worn out with fatigue and sorrow, 

He came to Zabul. 

• » 

Tlic king of ^abulistiin, whose name was Gfireng, had a 
daughter of extreme beauty. She was also remarkable for her 
mgptal endowments, and Avas familiar Avith Avavlike exercises. 

So graceful in her movements, and so sweet, • 

Jlcr very look plucked from the bi*Ciist of ago 
'J'lio root of sorrow,—her winc-sipi>iiig lips, 

An<l mouth like sugar, checks all dimpled o’er 
With smiles, and glowing as the summer roise— 

Won every heart. 

c 

Thisf damsel, possessed of these beauties and charms, was 
accustomed to dress herself in the Avarlike habiliments of a 
man, and to combat Avith heroes. She Avas then only fifteen 
years of age, but so accomplished in A'alonr, judgment, and 
discretion, that Miniichihr, Avho bad in that year comincnecd 
hostile oiKjratioiis against her Mhcr, was comixjllcd to relin- 
(liiisl\ his pretensions, and submit to the gallantry Avhich she 
(L’splayed on tliat occasion. Her father’s realm Was saved by 
her magnanimity.# Many kings were her suitors, but Giircng 
Avould not giA^c his consent to her marriage Avith any of them. 
He only agreed that she should marry the soA'ercign Avhom she 
might spontaneously lore. 


It must be love, and love alone,* 
That binds thee to another’s throne ; 
In this my father has no voice, 

Thine the election, thine the choicer 


* Love at first sight, and of the most cnthasiabtic^in(|^ is the passion 
described in all Persian poems, ‘as if a whole life of love were condensed into 
one moment. It is all wild and rapturous. It has nothing of a rational 
CiiHt, A casual glance from an unknown beauty often affords the subject of 

a ]>ocin. The poets whom Br, Johnson has denominated metaphysical, Juch 

^ • 
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Tilo daughter of Gilrcng had a Kabul woman for lier nurse, 
who wiis deeply skilled in all sorts of magic and sorcery. 

Tlic old enchantress well could say, 

What would befall on distant day ; 

*And by her art omnipotent, 

Could from the watery clement 
Di-aw fire, and with her magic breath, • 

Seal up a dragon’s eyes in death. 

Could from the flint-stone conjure dflw; 

The moon and seven stars she know ; 

And of all things invisible 
To human sight, this crono could tell. 


as Donne,* Jonson, and Cowley, bear a strong resemblance to the Persians on 
the subject of love. 

Now, sure, within this twelvemonth ]>ast, 

I’ve iovetl at least some twenty year.s nr more; 

Th* account of love runs much more fast, 

Tluin that with which our life docs score: 

So, tlioiigii my life he short, yet 1 may prove, 

The Great Mcthusalcm of love !! ! 

** liOVB ANP LIKJB." (SoWPBY, 

The odes of Hafiz also, with all their spirit and richness of expression, abound 
in conceit and extravagant metaphor. There is, however, something very 
beautiful in the passage which may bo paraphrased thus : 

/e]»hyr thro* thy lochs is straying, 

Stealing nagrajiCe, chanus displaying; 

Bhnuld it pass where Uaiiz lies, 

From his conscious dust would rise, 

Flowrots of a thousand dyes I 

Sir W. Jones,vin quoting this distich, seems to have neglected the peculiar 
turn of the thought, and has translated ilic second Jin<f, a hundred thouaand 
flowers will spring froin the earth that iiiURS his corse I But the passage 
implies that even the ashes of the Foci will still retain enough of sensibility 
to be affected by the presence, or by any token, of his beloved. Cowley has 
a similar notion, but he pursues and amplifies it till it becomes rkljculous^ 

*Ti8 well, *ti8 well with them, say I, 

'Whose shoit-lived passions with tlicmsolvcs can die; 

Whatever imrts of mo remain, 

Those puts will still the love of thee retain 
My i^ection no more perish can, 

Than the first matter that compounds a man t 
Hereafter, if one dust of me, 

Mix'd with another's substance be; 

'Twill Hhven that whole lump with love of thee I 
CiOt nature if she please, disperse * 

My atoms over all the universe; 

At the last they easily shall 
Themselves know, and together call; 

« For thy love, like a mark, is stainpt on^l I Ar<L-ovxii Lovx. 
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This Edbul sorceress had long before intimated to the 
damsel that, conformably with^her destiny, whicH had been 
distinctly ascertained from the motions of thb heavenly bodies, 
she would, after a certain time, be married to king Jemshid, 
and bear liim a beautiful sou. The damsel was overjoyed at 
these tiding^ and her father received thdm with equal pleasure, 
i-efusing in consequence the solicitations of every other suitor. 
Now according lo the prophecy, Jemshid arrived at the city of 
Zabul * in the spring season, when the roses were in bloom ; 
and it so happened that the garden of king Giireng was in the 
way, aud also that his daughter was amusing herself at the 
iiinc in the garden. Jemshid proceeded in that direction, but 
the keepers of the garden would not allow him to pass, and 
therefore, fatigued and dispirited, he sat down by the garden- 
door under the shade of a tree. Whilst he was sitting there 
a slave-girl chanced to come out of the garden, and, observing 
him, was surprised at his melancholy and forlorn condition. 
She said to him involuntarily : “ Who art thou ? ” and Jemshid 
raising up his eyes, replied :—“ I was once possessed of wealth 
and lived in great affluence, but I am now abandoned by 
fortune, and have come from a distant country. Would to 
heaven I could be blessed with a few cups of wine, my fatigue 
aud affliction might then be relieved.” The girl smiled, and 
Betumed hastily to the princess, and told her that,a young man, 
wearied with travelling, was sitting at the garden gate, whose 
countenance was more lovely even than that of her mistress, 
and who requested to have a few cups of wine. When the 
damsel bsa^i'd such high praise of the stranger's features she 


* Zdbuly or Z&bulis^n, tlie name of, a province, bordering on Hindtistan, 
which some placo m tlie number of tboso now composing the countiy Siud. 
It abounds in rivei-s, forests, lakes, and mountains. It was also called 
Rustepidar, The ancient Persians considered Z&bulist&n and Sfst&n, or 
8egcst&n, as one priiicic>ality, where Bustem usually rcftded with his family, 
and whi(^ they held in appanage from the Kiuga of Persia. * Segestan is the 
Drangiana of the Greeks. It was formerly the residence of many Persian 
Kings, One of its cities^ Ghisni, ^roduc^ the celebrated Mahmdd, the 
patrol^ Cf Firdausi. ^ 
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was exceedingly pleased, and said ; “ lie asks only for wine, 
but I will* give him both wine and music, and a beautiful 
mistress beside.” • 

TliiB saying, sho repaired towawls the gate, 

In motion graceful as the waving cypress, 
intended by her hand-maid; seeing him, 

Slfc thought ho was a warrior of IrAn 

With spreading shoulders, and his loins wel^ bound. 

His visage pale as the pomegranate flower,, 

He look^ like light in darkness. Warm emotionjf 
Rose in her heart, and softly thus she spoke : 

“ Grief-broken stranger, rest thee underneath 
Those shady bowers ; if wine can make thee glad, 

Enter this pleasant place, and drink thy fill.” 


Whilst the damsel was still speaking and inviting Jomshld 
into the garden, he looked at her thoughtfully, and hesitated ; 
and|he said to him ; Why do you hesitate ? I am permitted 
by my father to do what I please, and my heart is my 0^11- 


“ stranger, my father is the monarch mild 
Of ZdbulistAii, and I his only child ; 

On me is all his fond a&ction shown ; 

My wish is his, on me he doats alone.” 

' Jemshfd had before heard of the character and renown of 
this extraordinary damsel, yet he was not disposed to comply 
with her entr^ty ; but contemplating again j^er lovely face, his 
heart became enamoured, when she took him by the hand and 
led him along the beautiful walks. 

With dignity and elegance she passed— 

As moves the mountain partridge through the meads ; 

Her tresses richly falling to her feet, 

And filling with perfume the softened breeze. 


•• 

In their promenade they arrived at the basin of a fountain, 
near which tfccyIdeated themselves upon ro^ral carpets, and the 
damsel fiaving placed Jemshid in such a manner that they 
mij^ht f^e each other, she called for music and wine. 
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But first the rosc-chcekcd handmaids gathered round, 

And washed obsequiously the stranger’s feet; , 

Tlicn on the margin of silvery lake 
Attentive sate, • 

• • • 

The youth, after this, readily took the wine tind refreshments 

which were ordered by the princess. 

Three cups he drank with eager zest,* 

• Three cups of ruby wine ; 
l/STiiich banished sorrow from his breast, 

For memory left no sign 
Of past affliction ; not a trace 
Remained upon his heart, or smiling face. 


Whilst he was drinking the princess observed his peculiar 
action and elegance of manner, and instantly said in her 
heart: “ This must be a king! ” She then offered him some 
more food, as he had come a long journey, and from a dj^tant 
land, but he only asked for more wine. “ Is your fondness for 
wine so great ? ” said she. And he replied : “ With wine I 
have* no enemy; yet, without it I can be resigned and con¬ 
tented. 


* It is uot unusual for Firdausi to say they were all intoxicated [ ” 
Homer's heroes are more celebrated for eating than drinking, and the brav^t 
always had the largest share) The ancient as well as the modem Persians, 
it appears, were passionately devoted to wine. Some lines which I have 
paraphrased from the Sakl-nameh of Hahz, will show their adoration of it, 
defended by their notions of the uncertainty of life 

Saki ] ere our life decline, 

Bring the ruby-tiutcd wine; 

Honow on my lK)soni pre}TJ, 

Wine alone delights ray days I 
Bring it, let its sweets impart 
Rapture to niy fainting heart; 

Sakil fill the bumper high-> 

Why should man unhapi>y sigh ? 

Mark the glittering bubbles swim, 

Round tlic goblot*s smiling brim; 

Now they burst, the charm is gone I 
Fretftil life will soon be done; 

Jenishid's regal sway is o'er, 
llai-kob&d is now no more. 

Fill the goblet, all must sever, 

Drink the liquid gem for ever! 

Thou Shalt still, in bowers divine. 

Quaff the sool^expanding wine 1 
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Whilst drinking wine T never sec 
The frowning fjicc of my enemy ; 

Driijk freely of tht grape, and nought 
Can give the soul one mournful thought; 

Wine is a bride of witching power, 

And wisdom is her marriage dower; 

Wine can the purest joy impart, 

Wine inspires the saddest heart; 

Wine gives cowards valour’s rage, 

Wine gives youth to tottciing age ; 

Wine gives vigour to the weak. 

And crimson to the pallid chet^k ; 

And dries up sorrow', as the sun 
Absorbs the dew it shines upon.” 

From tlie voice and eloquence of the speaker she now con¬ 
jectured that this certainly must be king Jemshld, and she felt 
satisfied that her notions would soon be rejilized. At this 
moment she recollected that there was a picture of Jcinshid 
in he?»|.^her’s gallery, and thought of sending for it to com¬ 
pare t.. tfeatnres ; but again she considered that the pbreou 
before i-.**waB certainly and truly Jemshld, and that the picture 
woul(^ be unnecessary on the occjision. 

It i; i j 5 d that two ring-doves, a male and female, happened 
to aligliL on the garden wall near the fountain where they were 
Bitting,,*^'d began billing «.nd cooing in amorous play, so that 
seeing T,^ui together in such soft intercourse, blushes over¬ 
spread. the cheeks of the princess, who immediately called for* 
her bow and arrows. WJien they were broil^ht she said to 
Jemshld, “Point out which of them I shall hit, and I will 
bring it to the ground. .Jomshid replied ; “ Where a man is, a 
woman’s aid is not required—give me the bow, and mark my 
skill; 

However brave a woman may appear, 

Whatever strength of arm she may possess, 

She is but half a man I ” 

Upon this observation being made, the damsel turned her 
head aside’ashamed, and gave him the bow. Her heart was 
full of lovie. Jemshld took the bow, and selecting a feathered 
arro\f out of her hand, said:—“ Nop. foB a wager. If I hit 
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the female, shall the lady whom I most admire in this company 
be mine ? ” The damsel assented. Jemshid dre^ the string, 
and the arrow struck the female dove so slvilfully as to transfix 
both the wings, and pin them together. The male ring-dove 
flew away, but moved by natural affection it soon returned, and 
settled on l-hc same spot as before. The bow wa^ said to be so 
'strong that there was not a warrior in the whole kingdom who 
could even draw the string ; and when the damsel witnessed 
the dexterity of the stranger, and the ease with which he used 
the weapon, she thought within her heart, “ There can be no 
necessity for the picture ; I am certain that this can be no 
otlicr than the king Jemshid, the son of Tahiiraers, called the 
Binder of Demons.” Then she took the bow from the hand of 
Jemshid, and observed : “The male bird has returned to its 
former place, if my aim be successful shall the man whom I 
choose in this company be my husband ? ” Jemshid li’istantly 
understood her meaning. At that moment the Kd nurse 
appeared, and the young princess communicated to 1 . ^ all that 
had occurred. The nurse leisurely examined Jemshi^ from 
head to foot with a slave-purchaser’s eye, and kne^^ m, and 
said to her mistress,—“ All that I saw in thy horol^pe and 
foretold, is now in the course of fulfilment. God Iv' brought 
Jemshid hither to be thy spouse. Be not regard^®?!! of thy 
• good fortune, and the Almighty will bless thee with a son, who 
will be the coifqucror of the world. The signs and tokens of 
thy destiny I have already explained.” The damsel had be¬ 
come greatly enamoured of the person of the stranger before 
she knew who he Wbs, and now being told by her nurse that 
he w'as Jemshid himself, her affection was augmented two¬ 
fold. 

The happy tidings, blissful io her heart. 

Increased the aitlour of her love for him. 


• c 

And now the picture was brought to th» pripccss, who, 
finding the resemblance exact, put it into Jemshid’s hand. 
Jemshid, in secretly ^recognising his own likeness^^was forcibly 
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reminded of his past glory and happiness, and he burst into 

tears. * . 

The nftmory of tho diadem and tbronc 
No longer his, came o’er him, and his sou) 

• Wa| rent with anguish. 

The prinoess said to him : “ Why at the commencement "of 
our friendship dost thou weep ? Art thou discont*entcd-»flTsr 
satisfied, unhappy ? and am I the cause ? ” Jemshid replied ; 
“ No, it is simply this ; those who have feeling, and ‘pity the 
sufferings of others, weep involuntarily. I pity tho misfortunes 
of Jerashtd, driven as he is by adversity from the splendour of 
a throne, «ind reduced to a state of destitution and ruin. Eufc 
he must now be dead ; devoured, perhaps, by tl)0 wolves and 
lions of the forest.” The nurse and princess, however, were 
convinced, from the sweetness of his voice and discourse, that 
he could be no other than Jemshid himself, and taking him 
aside, they said : “ Speak truly, art thou not Jemshid ? ”. But 
he denied himself. Again, they observed: “ What says this 
picture ? ” To this he replied ; “ It is not impossible that I 
may be like Jemshid in feature; for surely there may be in the 
world two men like each other ? ” And notwithstanding all 
the efforts made by the damsel and her nurse to induce Jemshid 
to confess, he still resolutely denied himself. Several times^he 
assured him she would keep his secret, if he had one, but that, 
she was certain of his being Jemshid. Still ha denied liiinself. 
“ This nurse of mine, whom thou seest,” said she, has often 
repeated to me the good tidings that 1 should be united to 
Jcjmshld, and bear him a son. My heart instinctively acknow¬ 
ledged thee at first sight; then wherefore this denial of tfic 
truth ? Many kings have solicited my hand in marriage, but 
all have been rejected, as I am destined to be thine, and united 
to no other.” Ditoissing now all her attendants, she remained 
with the nurse and Jemslrid, and then resumed 

“.rfo'w'loTig hath sleep forsaken me ? how long 
Hath my fond heart been kept awake by love I 
Hope still upheld me—give me one kind look, 

Ai>d I will feocrifice my life for thee;« 

Come, take my life, for it is tkitaio 'for over.'* 

0 2 
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Saying this, the damsel began to weep, and shedding a flood 
of tears, tenderly reproached him for not acknowledging the 
trutli. Jemshid was at length moved by her affection and 
sorrow, and thus addressed her:—There are* two considera¬ 
tions which at present prevent the truth being told. One of 
tbciu is !T|y having a powerful enemy,‘and Hcav^ forbid that 
sliould obtain information of my place of refuge. The 
other i^ I never intrust my secrets to a woman ! 

Fortune I dread, since fortune is my foe, 

And womankind are seldom known to keep 
Another’s secret. To be poor and safe, 

Is better far than wealth exposed to peril.” 

To this the princess: “ Is it so decreed, 

I’liat every woman has two tongues, two hearts? 

All false alike, their tempers all the same ? 

No, no! could I disloyally betray thee ? 

I who still love thee better than my life ? ” 

Jemshid found it impossible to resist the damsel's incessant 
entreaties and persuasive tenderness, mingled as they were with 
tears of sorrow. Vanquished thus by the warmth of her affec¬ 
tions, he told her his name, and the history of his misfortunes. 
She then ardently seized his hand, overjoyed at the disclosure, 
and taking him privately to her own chamber, they were 
niffrried according to the customs of her country. 

Ilinf to the secret bower with blushing cheek 
Kxultingly she led, and mutual bliss, 

.Siiiiiigiiig from mutual tenderness and love, 

Kntranced their souls. 

WIlou G lircng the king found that his daughter’s visits to 
him became less frequent than usual, he set his spies to work, 
and was not long in ascertaining the cause of her ‘continued 
absence. She had married without his permission, and he was 
iu great wrath. It happened, too, at this ^jme that the bride 
was pale and iu delicate health. 

The mystery soon was manifest, 

And thus the king his child addiest, 
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Whilst anger darkened o’er his brow:— 

, “ What hast thou done, ungrateful, now ? 
Why hast thou flung^n evil day, 

Thy vdil of modesty away ? 

That check the bloom of spring displayed, 
Now.all is withered, all decayed ; 

But daughters, as the wise declare, 

'Are ever false, if they be fair/’ 

• 

Incensed at words so sharp and strong, 
The damsel thus repelled the wrong;— • 

“ Me, father, canst thou justly blame ? 

I never, never, brought thee shame ; 

With me can sin and crime accord, 

When Jemshld is my wedded lord ? ” 


After this precipitate avowal, the Kilbiil nurse, of many 
spells, instantly took up her defence, and informed the king 
that the prophecy she had formerly communicated to him Avaa 
on th^ point of fulfilment, and that the Almighty having, in 
the course of destiny, brought Jemshid into his kingdom, the 
princess, according to the same planetary influence, would 
shortly become a mother. 


And nov ^he damsel grovels on the ground 
Befoin king Giireng. “ Well thou kuow’sl," she cries, 
“ From me no evil comes. Whether in arms, 

Or at the banquet, honour guides me still; 

And well thou know’st thy I'oyal will pronounced 
That I should be unfettered in my choice, 

And free to take the husband I preferred. • 

This I have done ; and to the greatest king 
The world can boast, my fortunes are united, 

To Jemshid, the most pciicot of mankind,’* 


‘Vvuii this explanation the king expressed abundant and 
unusual satisfaction. His satisfaction, however, did not arise 
from the circumstmee of the marriage, and thb new connection 
it established, but from the opportunity it afforded him of 
betraying Jemshl^, and treacherously sending him bound to 
Zohilk, which llC intended to do, in the hopes of being mag¬ 
nificently rewarded. Exulting with this anticipation, he said 
to her smiling • 
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Glad tidings thou hast given to me, 

My gloiy owes its biith to thee ; 

1 i>loss the day, bless the hour, 

Which placed this Jcmshld in my power. 

Now to Zohdk, a captive bound, ^ 

J send the wanderer thou hast fouj^d ; 

For ho who charms the monarch’s eyes, 

With this long-sought, this-noble prize, ^ 

On solemn word and oath, obtains • 

A wealthy kingdom for his pains,” 

I 

On hefirins? these cruel words the damsel groaned, and wept 
e^'cccdiiigly before her father, and said to him : “0, be not 
accessory to the murder of such a king ! Wealth and kingdoms 
pass away, but a bad name remains till the day of doom. 


Turn thee, my father, from this dreadful thought, 

And save his sacred blood : let not thy name 
Jlc syllabled with horror through the world, 

For such an act as this. When foes arc slain, 

It is enough, but keep the sword away 

From friends and kindred ; shun domestic crime. 

Fear him who giveth life, and strength, and power, 

For goodness is most blessed. On the day 
Of judgment thou wilt then be unappalled. 

But if determined to divide us, first 

Smile oil iliis head, and let thy daughter die.” 

So deep and violent was the grief of the princess, and her 
lamentations so unceasing, that the father became softened 
into compassion,,and, on her account, depai'ted from the resolu¬ 
tion he had made. He even promised to furnish Jemshld with 
possessions, with treasure, and an army, and requested her to 
give him the consolation he required, adding that he would see 
him in flie morning in his garden. 

The hcnrt-alluTing damsel instant flew 
To tell the welcome tidings to her lord. 

Next day king Gdreng proceeded fo th^ garden, and had 
an interview with Jemshid, to whom he expressed the warmest 
favour and affection ; but notwitlistandiug all he said, Jemshld 
could place no confidence in his professions, and anvous 
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to elfect his escape. He was, indeed, soon convinced of his 
danger, for lie had a private intimation that the king’s vizh-s 
were consulting together on &ie expedience of securing his 
person, under-the apprehension that Zohilk would be invading 
the country, and*consigning it to devastation and ruin, if Ins 
retreat was Siscovered. • He therefore took to flight. 

Jemshid first turned his steps towards Chiu, and afterwtftxlg 
into Ind. He had travelled a groat distance in,'that beautiful 
country, and one day came to a tower, under whose shadow ho 
sought a little repose, for the thoughts of his melancholy and 
disastrous condition kept him almost constantly awake. 

And am I thus to perish ? Thus forlorn, 

To mingle with the dust ? Almighty God I 
Was ever mortal born to such a fate, 

A fate so sad as mine 1 O that 1 never 
Had drawn the breath of life, to perish thus I 

Exhausted by the keenness of his affliction Jemshid at length 
fell asleep. Zohit'e. in the meanwhile, had despatched an envoy, 
with an escort of troops, to the Khakin of Chin, and at* that 
moment the cavalcade happened to be passing by the tower 
where Jemshid was reposing. The envoy, attracted to the 
spot, immediately recognized him, and awakening him to a sense 
of this new misfortune, secured the despairing and agonized 
wanderer, and sent him to Zohdk. 

Be saw a person sleeping on the ground, 

And knew that it was Jemshid, Overjoyed, 

Tie bound his feet with chains, and mounted him 
Upon a horse, a prisoner. 

What a world! 

Ho place of rest for man I Fix not thy heart, 

Vain mortal I on this tenement of life, 

On eartrdy pleasures ;—think of Jemshld’s fate ; 

His gloT^ reached the Heavens, and now this world 
Has bound the valiant monarch’s limbs in fetters. 

And placed its justice in the hands of slaves. 

When •ZohSk received intelligence of the apprehension of his 
enemy, he ordered him to be brought before the throne that he 
might enjoy the triumph. 
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All fixed their gaze upon the captive king, 

Loaded with chains; his hands behind his back,; 

The ponderous fetters pacing from hia neck 
Down to his feet; oppressed with shamYs he stood, 
Like the narcissus bent with heavy dew. 

Zohdk received him with a scornful smilc^ 

Saying, “ Where is thy diadem, thy throne, 

Where is thy kingdom, where thy sovereign rule ; 
Thy laws and royal ordinances—where, «* 

Where are they now ? What change is this that fate 
ITas Wrought upon thee? ’* Jemshld thus rejoined : 

• “ Unjustly am I brought in chains before thee, 
Betrayed, insulted—thou the cause of all, 

And yet thou wouldst appear to feel my wrongs I ” 
Incensed at this defiance, mixed with scorn, 
fiercely Zohdk replied, “ Then choose thy death ; 
Shall 1 behead thee, stab tlicc, or impale thee, 

Or with an arrow’s point transfix thy heart I 
What is thy choice ? ”— 

** Since I am in thy power, 
Lo with me what thou wilt—why should T dread 
Thy utmost vengeance, why express a wish 
To save my body from a moment’s pain ! ” 


As soon as Zohak heard these words he resolved upon a 
horrible deed of vengeance. He ordered two planks to be 
brought, and Jemshid being fastened down between them, his 
body was divided the whole length with a saw, making two 
figures of Jemshld out of one ! 

Why do mankind upon this fleeting world 
Place their affections, wi'Kcdncss alone 
Is nouHshed into freshness ; sounds of death, too, 

Are ever on the gale to wear out life. 

My heart is satisfied—0 Heaven I no more, 

Free me at once from this continual sorrow. 

It was not long before tidings of the foul proceedings, which 
put an ejid to the existence of the unfortunate Jomshld^^reached 
ZAbulistiiu. The princess, his wife, on heading of bis fate, 
wasted away with inconsolable grief, and at last took poison to 
uubnrthcn Wself of insupportable affliction, r- 
It is related that Jemshld had two sisters, named Shahmdz 
and Amawiiz. They had been both seized, and conveyed to 
Zoh^k by his people, and continued in confinement ^ for seme 
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time in the King’s harem, but they were afterwards released by 
Feridiin. * 

The tyrant’s cnrelty and oppression had become intolerable. 
He was constantly shedding blood, and committing every species 
of crime. 

yiie serpents still on human brains were fed^ 

And every day two youthful victims bled ; 

The sword, still ready—tliirsting still to strike, 

Warrior and slave were sacrifice alike. • 

The career of Zohik himself, however, was not unvisited by 
terrors. ^ One night he dreamt that he was attacked by thz’ce 
warriors; two of them of large stature, .and one of them small. 
The youngest struck him a blow on the head with his mace, 
bound his hands, and casting a rope round his nock, dragged 
him along in the presence of crowds of people. Zohilk screamed, 
and Sprung up from his sleep in the greatest horror. The 
females of his harem were filled with amazement when they 
beheld the terrified countenance of the king, who, in reply to 
their inquiries, said, trembling : “ This is a dream too dreadful 
to be concealed.” He afterwards called together the Miibids, or 
wise men of his court; and having communic.atcd to them the 
particulars of what had appeared to him in his sleep, com¬ 
manded them to give him a faithful iutei’pretutiou of* the 
dream. The Miibids foresaw in this vision the approaching 
declension of his power and dominion, but were afraid to 
explain their opinions, because they were sure that their lives 
would bo sacrificed if the true interpretation was given to him. 
Three days were consumed under the pretence of studying more 
scmpnloasly all the signs and appearances, and still not one of 
them had courage to speak out. On the fourth" day the king 
grew angry, and insisted upon the dream being interpreted. In 
this dilemma, the Mubids said, “ Then, if the truth must be 
told, without ovation, thy life approaches to an end, and Feri¬ 
diin, thoilgh yet unborn, will be thy successor.”—“ But who 
was it,” enquired Zohik impatiently, that struck the blow on 
mj liead ?*'’ The Miibids declare^ with fear and trembling, 
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“ it was the apparition of Peridiin himself, who is destined to 
smite thee on the head.”—“ Bi^ why,” rejoined Zdhik, “does 
he wish to injure me?" —“Because, his fivther’s blood being 
spilt by thee, vengeance falls into his hands.” Hearing this 
interpretation of his dream, the king sunk senseless on the 
ground ; an^ when he recovered, he could neither sl,&p nor take 
food, 'but continued overwhelmed with sorrow and misery. The 
light of lijs day .was for ever darkened. 

Abtin was the name of Feridiin’s father, and that of his 
mother Parilnuk, of the race of Tahiimers. Zohilk, therefore, 
stimulated to further cruelty by the prophecy, issued an order 
that every pemon belonging to the family of the Kais, wherever 
found, should be seized and fettered, and brought to him. Abtin 
had long avoided discovery, continuing to reside in the most 
retired and solitary places ; but one day his usual circumspec¬ 
tion forsook him, and he ventured beyond his limits. ^This 
imprudent step was dreadfully punished, for the spies of Zolulk 
fell irj with him, recognized him, and carrying him to the king, 
he was immediately put to death. When the mother of 
Feridiin heard of this sanguinaiy catastrophe, she took up her 
infant and fled. It is said that Feridiin was at that time only 
two months old. In her flight, the mother happened to arrive at 
some^pasturage ground. The keeper of the pasture had a cow 
named Pur'milich, which yielded abundance of milk, and he 
gave it away in •charity. In consequence of the grief and 
distress of mind occasioned by the murder of her husband, 
Farilnuk’s milk dried up in her breasts, and she Was therefore 
linger themecessity of feeding the child with the milk from the 
cow. She remained there one night, and would have departed 
in the morning ; but considering the deficiency of milk, and 
the misery in which she was involved, contjnually afraid of 
being discovered and known, she did not know what to do. At 
length she thought it best to leave Feridiin wjth the keeper of 
the pasture, and resigning him to the protection'of Crod, went 
herself to the mountain Alberz.* The keeper readily complied 

• • • 

* Alberz b the chain of mountuns which divide Qhilitn and 
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with the tenderest wishes of the mother, and nourished the 
child with 'the fondness and |iffection of a parent during the 
space of three ydars. After that period had elapsed, deep 
sorrow continuing to afflict the mind of FarJtniik, she I'etunied 
secretly to the old man of the pasture, for the pmpose of re¬ 
claiming anj^ conveying Peridiiu to a safer place of.refuge uoon 
the mountain Albcrz. The keeper said to her; “ Why dost 
thou take the child to the mountain ? he will* perish there ; ” 
but she replied that God Almighty had inspired a feeling in her 
heart that it was necessary to remove him. It was a divine 
inspiration, and verified by the event. 

Intelligence having at length reached Zohslk that the son of 
Abtin was nourished and protected by the keeper of the pasture, 
he himself proceeded with a largd force to the spot, where he 
put to death the keeper and all his tribe, and also the cow 
whidi had supplied milk to Feridiin, whom he sought for in 
vain. 

He found the dwelling of his infant-foe, 

And laid it in the dust; the very ground 
Was punished for the sustenance it gave him. 

The ancient records relate that a dirvesh happened to have 
taken up his abode in the mountain Alberz, and that Fanlnuk 
committed her infant to his fostering care. The dirvesh genej- 
rously divided with the mother and son tall the food and 
comforts which G od gave him, and at the same time he took 
great pains in storing the mind of Feridun with various kinds 
of knowledge. One day he said to the jnobher : “ The person 
foretold by wise men and astrologei-s as the destroyer of ZohtLk 
and his tyranny, is thy son ! 

This child to whom thou gaveat birth, 

Will be the monarch of the earth ; ” 


from Irdk. Kai-kobad was the first king of the dynasty called Eaianidess 
and of the'race of Fcridfin. Albers is also famous for a number of temple, 
of tko l^iagL* 
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and the mother, from several concurring indications and signs, 
held a similar conviction. ^ 

When Feridun had attained his sixteenth year, he descended 
from tlm mountain, and remained for a time on the plain 
beneath. He inquired of his mother why Zolitlk had put his 
fatlj^ to dqpth, and FarAnuk then told him the Inelancholy 
story ; upon hearing which, he resolved to be revenged on the 
tyrant. JJis mother endeavoured to divert him from his deter¬ 
mination, observing that he was young, friendless, and alone, 
whilst his enemy was the master of the world, and surrounded 
by armies. “Be not therefore precipitate,” said she. “If it 
is thy destiny to become a king, wait till the Almighty shall 
bless thee with means sufficient for the purpose.” 

* t 

Displeased, tbc youth his mother’s caution hoard, 

And meditating vengeance on the head 
Of him who robbed him of a father, thus 
Impatiently replied :—“ ’Tis Heaven inspires mo ; 

Led on by Heaven, tliis arm will quickly bring 
The tyrant from his palace, to the dust.” 

“ Imprudent boy I ” the anxious mother said; 

“ Canst thou contend against imperial power ? 

Must I behold thy ruin ? Pause awhile, 

And perish not in this wild enterprize.” 

It, is recorded that Zohdk’s dread of Feridun was so great, 
Oiat day by day he became more irritable, wasting away in 
bitterness of spirit, for people of all ranks kept continually 
talking of the young invader, and were daily expecting his 

apprq^h. At last he came, and ZohAk was subdued, and his 
po\yer ej^tfnguished. . 


i 
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KAVAH, the’ blacksmith. 

ZohAk having one day summoned together all the nobles and 
philosophers of the kingdom, he said to them : “ find that a 
young enemy has risen up against me; but notwifchstandiag 
his tender years, there is no safety even witli an apparently 
insignificant foe. I hear, too, that though young, he is distin¬ 
guished for his prowess and wisdom; yet I fear not him, but 
the chajpgc of fortune. I w'ish therefore to assemble a large 
army, consisting of Men, Demons, and Peris, that this enemy 
may bo surrounded, and conquered. And, further, since a great 
enterprize is on the eve of being undertaken, it will be proper 
in future to keep a register or muster-roll of all the people of 
evefy age in my dominions, and have it revised annually.” 
The register, including both old and young, was accdrdingly 
prepared. 

At that period there lived a man named Kavah, a black¬ 
smith, remarkably strong and brave, and who had a large 
family. Upon the day on which it fell to the lot of two of his 
children to be killed to feed the serpents, he rose up with 
indignation in presence of the king, and said : 

“Thou art the king, but wherefore on my head 
Cast hre and ashes ? If thou hast the form 
Of hissing dragon, why to me be cruel / 

Why give the brains of my beloved children 
As serpent-food, and talk of doing;justice ? 

At this bold speech the monarch was dismayed^ * 

And scarcely knowing what he did, released 

The blacksmith’s sons. How leapt the father’s heart, 

How warmly he embraced his darling boys 1 
But no^v Zohak directs that Kavah’s name 
Shall be inscribed upon the register. 

^on as the blacksmith secs it written there, 

Wythfhl he turns towards the chiefs asscml)lcd, 

E^laiming loud: “Are ye then men, or what, 

Leagued with a Demon I ” All astonished heard, 

And saw him tear the hated register, 

And cast it under foot with rage ipd scorn. 
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Kavah having thus reviled the king bitterly, and destroyed 
the register of blood, departed, from the court, and took his 
children along with him. After he had gohe away, the nobles 
said to' the king: 

“ Why should reproaches, sovereign of the worlU, 

Be* thus i>crinittcd? Why the royal scroll ^ 

Torn in thy pioscnce, with a look and voice 
Of proud defiance, by the rebel blacksmith 1 
' So liercG his bearing, that be seems to be 
A bold confederate of this Feridiin,” 

Zobdk replied : “ I know not what o’ercamc me, 

But when I saw him with such vehemence 
Of grief and wild distraction, strike his forehead, 

Lamenting o’er his children, doomed to death, 

Amazement seized my heart, and chained my will. 

What may become of this, Heaven only knows, 

For none can pierce the veil of destiny.” 

Kavah, meanwhile, with warning voice set foiiih 
What wrongs the nation Buffered, and there came 
Multitudes round him, who called out aloud 
For justice 1 justice 1 On his javelin’s point 
He fixed his leathern apron for a banner, 

And lifting it on high, he went abroad 
To call the people to a task of vengeance. 

Wherever it was seen crowds followed fast, 

Tired of the cruel tyranny they suffered, 

“Let us unite with Fcridfin,” he cried, 

“ And fn-m ZohAk’s oppression we are free I ” 

And still he called aloud, and all obeyed 

Wiio hcanl him, high and low. Anxious he sought 

For Feridiin, not knowing his retreat j 

But still hoped success w'ould crown his search. 

The hour arrived, and when ho saw the youth, 

Instinctively he knew him, and thanked Ileaven 
For that good fortune. Then the leathern banner 
Was splendidly adorned with gold and jewels, 
o And called the flag of Kavah. From that time 
It was a sacred symbol; every king 
In future, on succeeding to the throne, 

Did honour to that banner, the true sign 
Of royalty, in veneration held, 

Feridiin, aided by the directions and advioe of the black¬ 
smith, now proceeded against Zohdk. His mother wept to see 
him depart, and continually implored the blessing of God upon 
him. He had two el^der brothers, whom he took along with 
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him. D^irous of having a mace fomed like the head of a 
cow, he requested Kavah to make one of iron, and it was 
accordingly made nn the shape he described. In his progress, 
he. visited a .shrine or place of pilgrimage frequented hy tlie 
worshippers of *God, where he besought inspiration and aid, 
and where he was taught by a radiant personage the mysteries 
of the magic art, receiving from him a key to evci'y secret'.' 

Bright beamed his eye, with firmer step he*strode,* 

His smiling cheek with warmer crimson glowed. 


When two brothers' saw his altered mien, the pomp and 
splendour of his appearance, they grew envious of his good 
fortune, and privately meditated his fall. One day they found 
him asleep at the foot of a mountain, and they immediately 
went to the top and rolled down a heavy fragment of rock 
upoA him with the intention of crushing him to death ; but 
the clattering noise of the stone awoke him, and, iAstantly 
employing the knowledge of sorcery which had been cojnrau- 
nicated to him, the stone was suddenly arrested by him in 
its course. The brothers beheld this with astonishment, and 
hastening down the mountain, cried aloud : “We know not 
how the stone was loosened from its place; God forbid that 
it should have done any injury to Feridiin.” Feridiin,»how- 
ever, was well aware of this being the evil work of his 
brothers, but he took no notice of the* conspiracy, and 
instead of punishing them, raised them to higher dignity and 


consequence. 

They say that Kavah directed the route of Feriddn over 
the mountainous tracts and plains whjcli lie contiguous to 
the banks of the Dijleh, or Tigris, close to the city of Bagddd. 
Upon reaching .that river, they called for boats, but got no 
answer from the ferryman; at which Feridiin was enraged, and 


immediately ^lodged, on horseback, into the foaming stream. 
All his brmy followed without delay; and with the blessing of 
€k>d arrived on the other side in safety. He then turned 


towards the Bait-el-Mukaddus, built by ^ohdk. In the Fahlavi 
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language it was called Kunuk-duz-mokt. The tower of this 
edifice was so lofty that it might be seen at the* distance of 
many leagues, and within that tower Zohilk bad formed a talis¬ 
man of miraculous virtues. Feridiin soon overthrew this 
talisman, and destroyed or vanquished successively with his 
mqco all the enchanted monsters and' hideous shapes which 
iippeared before him. He captured the whole of the building, 
and released aJl the black-eyed damsels who were secluded 
there, and among them Shahrn<iz and Arnawaz, the two sisters 
of Jemshid before alluded to. He then ascended the empty 
throne of Zohslk, which had been guarded by the talisman, and 
the Heinous under his command ; and when he heard that the 
tyrant had gone with an immense army towards Ind, in quest 
of his neiv enemy, and had left his treasury with only a small 
force at the seat of his government, he rejoiced, and appro¬ 
priated the throne and the treasure to himself. 


From their dark solitudes the Youth brought forth 
The black-haired damsels, lovely as the sun, 

And Jemshid’s sisters, long imprisoned there; 

And gladly did the inmates of that harem 
Pour ont their gratitude on being freed 
From that terrific monster ; thanks to Heaven 
Devoutly they expressed, and ardent joy. 

I 

t Feridiin inquired of Amawaz why Zohtlk had chosen the 
route towards Ind ; and she replied, “ For two reasons; the 
f rst is, he expects to encounter thee in that quarter ; and if he 
fails, he will subdue the whole country, which is the seat of 
sorcery, .and thus obtain possession of a renowned Tnagnpiftp 
who can chai'm thee into his power. 

He wishes to secure within his grasp 
That region of enchantment, Hindiiston, 

And then obtain relief from what he feels; 

For night and day the terror of thy name 
Oppresses him, his heart is all on nr^ 

And life is torture to him,*’ 
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I^andni, the keeper of the talisman, having enc^cted his 
escape, fled to Zohak, to whom he gave intelligence of llie 
release of hm women, the destruction of the talisman, and the 
conquest of liis empire. 


“ The sign of retribution has appeared, 

For sorrow is the fruit of evil deeds.’* 

Thus Kandnl spoke: “ Three warriors have advanced 
Upon thy kingdom from a distant land, 

^One of them young, and from his air and mien 
ITe seems to me of the Kaiaiiian race. 

He caiuc, and boldly seized the splendid throne, 

And all thy spells, and sorceries, and magic, 

Were instantly dissolved by higher power, 

And all who dwelt within thy palace walls, 

Demon or man, all utterly destroyed, 

Their severed heads cast weltering on the gi ound.” 
Then was Zohiik confounded, and he shrunk 
Within himself with terror, thinking now 
Ilis doom was sealed ; but anxious to appear 
In pi‘escnce of his army, gay and cheerful, 

Lest they too should despair, he dressed himself 
In rich attire, and with a pleasant look, 

Baid carelessly ; “ l*erhaps some gamesome guest 
Hath in his sport c 'iumitte<l this strange act.” 

“ A guest, indeed 1 ” Kandrii replied, a guest, 

In playful mood to batter down thy palace I 
If he had been thy guest, why with his mace, 
Cow-headed, has he done such violence ? ^ 

Why did he penetrate thy Fccrct chambers, 

And bring to light the beautiful Shahrndz, 

And rcd-lipj)ed Aruawdz 1 At this, Zoli Ak 
Trembled with wrath—the words were death to him; 
And sternly thus he spoke : “ What hast thou fled 
Through fear, betraying thy important trust? 

No longer shalt thou share my confidence, 

No longer share my bounty and regard,” 

*To this the keeper tauntingly replied : 

“ Thy kingdom is overthrown, and nothing now 
Eemains for thee to give me; thou art lost,” 


The tyifant "immediately turned towards his army, with the 
intention of making a strong cifort to regain his throne, but he 
found thatw as soon as the soldiers and [he people were made 
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acquainted with the proceedings and success of Feriddn, re- 
hcllion arose among them, aii^ shuddering with horror at the 
cruelty exercised by him in providing food for the accursed 
serpents, they jircferrcd embracing the cause of .the new k'lig. 
Zohuk, seeing that he had lost the affections' of the anny, and 
tluU universal re\olt was the consequence, adopted another 
Aoursc, and endeavoured alone to be revenged upon his enemy. 
He procjcedc'd’cou his journey, and arriving by night at the 
camp of Feridun, ho2)ed to find him olF his guard and luit him 
to death. He ascended a high jjlace, himself unobserved, from 
which he saw Feridi'm sitting engaged in soft dalliance with the 
lovely tShahrna}!. The fii’c of jealousy and revenge now consumed 
him more fiercely, and he was attemiiting to effect his purpose, 
when Feridun was roused by the noise, and stai’ting up struck 
a furious bloiv with his cow-headed mace upon the temples of 
Zohak, which crashed the bone, and he was on the p'^int of 
giving him another ; but a sui^cmatural voice whispered in his 
ear,. 

“ Slay him not now,—liis time is not yet come, 

His punishment must bo prolonged awhile ; 

And as he cannot now survive the wound, 

Bind him with heavy chains—convey him straight 
Upon the mountain, there within a cave, 

Ucej), dark, and horrible—with none to soothe 
Ilis sufferings, let the murderer lingering die.** 

The work of heaven performing, Feridun 
First imrifictl the world from siu and crime. 

Yet Feridiin was not an angel, nor 
Composed of musk or ambergris. By justice 
And generosity ho gained his fame. 

Do tliou but exercise these princely virtues, 

And thou wilt be renowned as Fcriddn. 
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FERIDTlN AND HIS THREE SONS. 

Feridtin hftd tjiree sons. One of them was named Silim, the 
other Tiir, and the third Irij. When they had grown np, he 
called before^ him a leai’ncd person named Chuudcly and said to 
him : “ Go thou in quest of three daughters, bgrn of the samb 
father and mother, and adorned with every grace Und accomplish¬ 
ment, that I'may have my three sons married into one family. 
Ohundel departed accordingly, and travelled through many 
countries^ in fruitless search, till he came to the King of Yemen, 
whose name was Sard, and found that he had three daughters 
of the character and qualifications required. He therefore 
delivered Feridmi’s proposition to him, to which the King of 
Yemen agreed. Then Feriddn sent his three sons to Yemen, 
and ^hey married the three daughters of the king, who 
gave them splendid doAvries in treasure and jewels. It is 
related that Feridun afterwards divided his empire among"his 
I sons. To Silim he gave Rum and Khdwer ; to Tur, Tiiran ;* 
I and to Irij, Irdn or Persia. The sons then repaired to their 
f^respective kingdoms. Persia Wfis a beautiful country, and the 
j garden of spring, full of freshness and perfume ; Tiiran, on the 
contrary, was less cultivated, and the scene of perpetual bfoils 
and insurrections. The elder brother, Silim, was therefore* 
discontented with the unfair partition of the empire, and dis¬ 
pleased with his father. He sent to Tiir, saying ; “ Our father 


** Ancient Scythia embraced the whole of TUr&if and the northltn paiHrof 
Persia. The Tdr&nians are the Scythians of the Greek Historians, who are 
said, about the year b.O. 639, to have invaded the kingdom of the Medcs. 

Tdr&n, ^hich is the ancient name of the country of Turkiat&n, appears 
from Hes Quignes, to bo the source and fountain of all the celebrated 
Scythian nations, which, imder the name of Qoths and Vandals, subsequently 
overran the Roman empire. Ir&n and Tiiran, according to the Oriental 
historians, comprehe^ed all that is comprised in upper Asia, with the 
exception of, India and China. Every country beyond the pale of tlie 
Persian empire was considered barbarous. The groat river called by tlie 
Arabs and Persians, Jihliu or AmO, and by the Greeks and Romans, Oxus, 
diridq^ these |wo great countries from each other. 
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has given to Irij the most delightfbl and productive kingdom, 
and to us, two wild unoultivatefl regions. I am thfc eldest son, 
and I am not satisfied with this distribution,—what saycst 
thou ? When this message was communicated to Tiir, he 
fully concurred in the sentimeuts expressed by his brother, and 
dctormincd.to unite vnth him in any Undertaking that might 
promise the ^ccom].lishment of their purpose, which was to 
(lejnive •Irij of his dominions. Bnt he thought it would be 
most expedient, in the first instance, to make their father 
acquainted with the dissatisfaction he had produced; "for,” 
he thought to himself, “in a new distribution, he may assign 
Persia to me.” Then he wrote to Sjpim, advising that a 
messenger should be sent at once to l^eyidtin to inform him of 
their dissatisfaction, and bring hack a'reply. The same mes¬ 
senger was dispatched by Silim accordingly on that mission, 

Cliargcd ■witli imfilial language,. “ Give,” he said, 

“This stripling Irij a more hui0\)le portion, 

Or we will, from the mountains of Tilran, 

From lliim, and Chin, bring overwhelming troops, 

Inured to war, and shower disgrace and ruin 
On him and Persia/' 

Wlicn the messenger arrived at the court of Feridiin, and had 
obt^iined permission to appear in the presence of the king, he 
f kissed the ground respectfully, and by command related the 
purpose of his journey. Feridiin was surprised and displeased, 
and said, in reply: 

“ Have I done wrong, done evil ? None, but good. 

. I gave yc kii^gdoms, that was not a crime i 
But if je fear not me, at least fear God, 

My ebbing life approaches to an end, 

And the possessions of this fleeting world 
Will soon pass from me. I am grown too old 
To have my passions roused by this rebellion; 

All I can do is, with paternal love, 

To counsel peace. Be with your lot contented; 

Seek not unnatural strife, but cherish p;,ace/' 

« i 

K 

After the departure of the messenger Feridiin .called Irij 
before him, and said; " Thy two brothers, who are older than 
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tliott art, have confederated to^etlier, and tlircatcn to briii" a 
largo army against thee for the purpose of seizing thy kingdoni, 
and putting thee to death. I*have received this information 
from a messenger, who further says, that if I take tjiy part 
they will also wage war upon me.” And after Irij hswl dcclarod 
that in this «xtremity he was anxious to do whatever his father 
might advisd, Feridiin continued : " My son, thoif art uuahlc 
to resist the invasion of even one brother ; it will, therefore, 
be impossible for thee to oppose both. I am now aged and 
infirm, and my only wish is to pass the remainder of my days 
in retirement and repose. Better, then, will it be for thee to 
pursue the path of peace and friendship, and like me throw 
away all desire for dominion. 

For if the sword of anger is unsheathed, 

And war comes on, thy head will soon bo freed 
From all the cares of govonnnont and life. 

There is no cause for thee to quit the world, 

The path of peace and amity is thine.’* 


Irij agreed with his father, and declared that he would 
willingly sacrifice his throne and diadem rather than go to war 
with his brothers. 

“ Look at the Heavens, how they roll on; 

And look at man, how soon he’s gone. 

A breath of wind, and then no more ; 

A world like this, should man deplore?*' 

With these sentiments Irij determined to repair immediately 
to his brothers, and place his kingdom aj their disposal, hoiniig 
by this means to merit their favour and ailcction, anJT:ie said : 

• “ I feel no resentment, I seek not for strife, 

I wish not for thrones and the gloj-ies of life ; 

What is Vory to man?—an illusion, a cheat; 

What did it for Jemsbld, the world at his feet ? 

When to my brothers their anger may cease, 

•Though vengeance were fitter than offers of peace.” 


J]priddn observed to him ; It is well that thy desire is for 
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reconciliation, as thy brothers are preparing for war." He then 
wrote a letter to his sons, in wliich he said; “ Yoar younger 
brother considers your friendsliip and esteem of more con¬ 
sequence to him than his crown and throne. He has banished 
from his heart oveiy feeling of resentment against you ; do 
yon, in the like manner, cast away hostility from '-your hearts 
against him." Be kind to him, for it is incumbent upon the 
oldest born to bo indulgent and affectionate to their younger 
brothers. Altliough your consideration for my hap])incss has 
parsed away, I still wish to please you.” As soon as the letter 
was finished, Irij mounted his horse, and set off’ on his journey, 
accompanied by several of his friends, but not in such a manner, 
and with such an equipmeiit, as might betray his rank or 
character. When he arrived with his attendants in Turkistsln, 
ho found that the armies of his tw'o brothers were ready to 
march against him. SIlim and Tiir, being apiirized of the 
ajiproach of Irij, went out of the city, according to ancient 
usage, to meet the deputation wliich was conveying to them 
their father’s letter. Irij was kindly received by them, and 
accommodated in the royal residence. 

It is said that Irij was in person extremely prepossessing, 
and that when the troops first beheld him, they exclaimed : 
“ He-is indeed fit to be a king! ” In every place all eyes were 
f\xed upon him, and wherever he moved he ivas followed and 
surrounded by the admiring army and crowds of people. 

In numerous groups the soldiers met, and blessed 
The name of Irij, saying in their hearts, 

'J'his is the man to lead an armed host, 

" And worthy of the diadem and throne. 

The courtiers of- the two brothers, alarmed by these demon¬ 
strations of attachment to Irij continually before their eyes, 
represented to Silim and Tiir that the army was disaffected 
towards them, and that Irij alone was considered deserving of 
the supreme authority. This intimation exasperated the 
malignant spirit of the two brothers; for although at 
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determined to pnt Irij to death, his youth and prcpossossiiif? 
appearance? had in some dcjrce subdued their animosity. 
They were therefore pleased with the intelligence, because it 
afEorded a new and powerful reason for getting rid‘of liim. 
“Look at our troops,” said Silim to ^\ir, “how they asseniblc 
ill circles tdjjether, and betray their adiiiiratiou of Jiim. J fear 
they will never march against Persia. Indeed it is not im¬ 
probable that even the kingdom of Tiiran iway fa^l into his 
hands, since tlie hearts of our soldiers have become so attaclied 
to him. 

No time ia this to deviate from our course. 

We must rush on ; onr armies plninly show 
Their love for Irij, iiud if we slioahl fail 
To i-oot up froju its phiee this nourishing tree, 

Our cause is lost for ever.” 

A^uin, Silim said to Tur: “ Thou must put Irij to death, 
and then his kingdom will be tliiiio.” Tiir readily undertook 
to commit that crime, and, on tlic following day, at an inter¬ 
view with Irij, he said to him : ‘‘ AVJiy didst tlioii consent to bo 
the ruler of Persia, and fail in showing a proper regard for the 
interests of thy elder brothers ? AVliilst our barren kingdoms 
arc constantly in a state of warfare with the Turks, tliou art 
enjoying peace and tranquillity iq)on tlie throne of a fr^iitful 
country ? Must Ave, thy elder brothers, remain thus under tlyr 
commands, and in subordinate stations ? • 

Must thou have gold and treasure, 

And thy heart bo wrapt in pleasure, 

. Whilst we, thy elder born, 

Of our heritage arc shorn ? * 

Must the youngest still be nursed, 

And the elder branches cursed ? 

And condemned, by stern command, 

TJp a wild and sterile laud ? ” 

When Irij heard these words from Tiir, he immediately 
replied, saying: 

* “ I only seek tranquillity and peace ; 

I look not on the crown of sovereignty, 
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Kor seek n. nnmc among the Persian host; 

And Hiough Iho throne and diadem arc mine, 

1 lu'ro Tonomico them, satiS-fied to load 

A private life. For what hath ever hecn 

Tlic end of earthly power and pomp, but darkness? 

I seek nf)t to contend against my brothoi’s 
Why should I grieve their hciirts, or give distress 
To any human being? I am young; 

Aiuf lieavcu forbid that I should prove unkind (’* 

Nofcwitkstandhig, liowevcr, tliose declarations of submission, 
and repeated assurances of liis resolution to resign the monarchy 
of Persia, Tnv would not believe one word. In a moment he 
sprung up, and furiously seizing the golden chair from Avliicli 
he had just risen, struck a violent blow with it on the head of 
Irij, calling aloud, “Bind him, hind him!” The youth, 
struggling on tlie ground, exclaimed : “ 0, think of thy father, 
and pity me ! Have compassion on thy own soul ! I came for 
thy protection, therefore do not take iny life : if thou dost, my 
blood will call out for vengeance to the Ahuiglity. I ask only 
for i)Cacc and retirement. Think of my father, and pity me ! 

Wouldst thou, with life endowed, take life away ? 

Torture not the poor ant, wliicli drags the grain 
Along the dust; it has a life, and life 
Is sweet and precious. Bid the innocent ant 
Olfend thee ever? Cruel must he be 
Who wouhl destroy a living thing so hannless I 
And wilt thou, reckless, Aied thy brother’s bloo<l, 

And agonize the feelings of a father ? 

Pause, and avoid the wrath of righteous Keaven I ” 

Bnt Till’ was not to be softened by the supplications of his 
brotlier. i-Withont giving any reply, he drew his dagger, and 
instantly dissevered the head of the youth from his body. 

With music and ambergris he first embalmed 
The head of Iiij, then to his old father * 

Bi&palclicd the present with these cruel woi'ds^ 

“ Here is the head of thy beloved son, 

Thy darling favourite, dress it with a crowli 
As thou wert woiif; and mark the goodly fruit 
Thou hast ])roducGd. Adorn thy ivoiy throne, 

In all its splendour, for this worthy head, 

And place it in full niajesty bcfoi-e thee 1 ” 
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In the mean time, Fcridiin had prepared a magnificent ro- 
ceptiou for his son. The period of his return had arrived, and 
he was in anxious expectation of seeing him, when suddenly he 
received intelligence that Irij had been put to death by his 
brothers. JThe mournful spectacle soon reached his father’s 
house. 


A scream of agony burst from his heart, 

As wildly in his arms he clasped the face 
Of his poor slaughtered son; then down he sank 
Senseless upon the earth. The soldiers round 
Bemoaned tlic sad catastrophe, and rent 
Their garments in their grief. Tlic souls of all 
Were filled with gloom, their eyes with iluwing tCiirs, 

For hope had promised a far diilcrcnt scene ; 

A day of heart-felt miith and joyf uliiess, 

When Irij to his father’s house returned, 

Aftov the extreme agitation of Feridun had subsided, he 
directed all his people to wear black apparel, in hon<.)flr of the 
murdered youth, and all his drums and bauiiei-s to be torn to 
pieces. Tliey say that subsequent to this dreadful calamity he 
always wore black clothes. The head of Irij was buried in a 
favourite garden, where he had been accustomed to hold weekly 
a rural entertainment. Fcridiin, in performing the last cem- 
mony, pressed it to his bosom, and with streaming eyes ex¬ 
claimed : 

“ O Heaven, look down upon my murilefcd boy ; 

His severed bead before me, but his body 

Torn by those hungry wolves ! O grant my prayer, 

That 1 may sec, before I die, the seed 
Of Irij hurl just vengeance on thc^heads 
Of his assassins ; hear, O hear my prayer.” 

—Thus he in sorrow for his favourite son 
Obscured the light which might have sparkled still, 
Withering the jasmine flower of happy days; 

So that his pale existence looked like dea^. 
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MINtlCHITTR. 

Pcridiiu continued to clierish with the fondest affection the 
memory of his ninrdei’od son, and still looked forward with 
anxiety to the antici^jated hour of retribution. He fer\'ently 
hoped that a sou niij>ht be born to take vengeance for his 
father’s do5\th. Put it so liappcncd that klah-afrid, the wife 
of Irij, gave birth to a dauglitcr. When this daughter grew 
up, Feviduu gave her in marriage to Pishung, and from that 
union an heir was born who in form and feature resembled Irij 
and Peridiiu. lie was called Jilinuchihr, and great rejoicings 
took place on the occasion of his birth. 

The old man’s lips, with smiles apart, 
liespoko the gladness of his heart. 

And in his arms he took the boy, 

The harbinger of future joy ; 

Delighted that indulgent ITcavcu 
To his fond hopes this pledge had given. 

It sceiiu'd as if, to bless his reign, 

Irij had come to life again. 

The child was nonrished with great tenderness during his 
infancy, and when he grew up he was sedulously instructed in 
every art necessary to form the cbaracter, and acquire tlie 
{iccomplislnnents of a warrior. Peridini was accustomed to 
place him on the throne, and decorate bis brows with the 
crown of sovereignty ; and the soldiers cnthnsiastically acknow¬ 
ledged him as their king, urging him to rouse himself and take 
vengeance Jf his enemifcs for the murder of his grandfather. 
Having opened liis treasury, Foridiin distributed abundance of 
gold among the people, so that Mimichihr was in a shout time 
enabled to embody an immense army, by whom -he was looked 
upon with attachment and admiration. 

When Silim and Tur were informed of the pruparations that 
were making against them, that Mimichihr, having grown to 
manhood, was distinguished for his valour and intrepidity, and 
*■ multitudes flocked, to .his standard with the intention of 
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forwarding his purpose of revenge, they were seized with inex¬ 
pressible terror, and anticipated an immediate invasion of tlicir 
kingdoms. Thus alarmed, they counselled together upon the 
course it would be wisest to adopt. 

Should he iidvnuco, his eause is jusi, 

^4nd blood will mingle with tlic dust, 

But heaven forbid our power should bo 
O’erwhelmcd to give him victory ; « 

Though strong his arm. and wild hi.s iro,* 

And vengeance keen his heart inspire." 

• 

They determined, at length, to pursue pacific measures, and 
endeavouf by splendid presents and conciliatoiy language to 
regain the good-will of Feridun. The elephants were immedi¬ 
ately loaded with treasure, a crown of gold, and other articles 
of value, and a messenger was dispatched, charged with an 
acknoivlcdgment of guilt and abundant expressions of repent¬ 
ance. “ It was Ihlis,” they said, “ who led us astray, ami our 
destiny has been such that we arc in every way criminal. But 
i'thou art the ocean of mercy ; pardon our offences. Though 
,|nanifold, they were involuntary, and forgiveness w'ill cleanse 
bur hearts and restore us to ourselves. Let our tears 'wash 
faway the faults we have committed. To Miniiehihr and to 
thyself we offer obedience and fealty, and ^ve wait your com¬ 
mands, being but the dust of your feet." 

When the messenger arrived at the court of •Feridun he first 
delivered the magnificent presents, and the king, having placed 
Mimichihr on a golden chair by his side, observed to him, 
“ These presents are to thee a prosperou^i and blessed^omcn— 
they shew that thy enemy is afmid of thee.” Then the 
messenger was permitted to communicate the object of his 
mission. 

He spoke with studied phrase, intent to hide, 

Or mitigate the horror of their crime; 

And witIkCzcuseB plausible and bland 

His Bpeew 'was dressed. The brothers, he observed, 

Desired to see their kinsman Mindchihr,— 

And with the costliest gems they sought to pay 
The price of kindred blood unjustly shed— 
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And they would willingly to him resign 

Their kingdoms for the sake of peace and friendsliip. 

The monarch marked !||im scornfully, and said, 

“ Canst thou conceal the sun 7 It is imvain 
Truth to disguise with words of shallow meaning. 
Now hear my answer. Ask thy cruel masters, 

Who talk of their affection for the prince, 

Where lies the body of the gentle Jrij 7 • 

Him they have skin, the fierce, unnatural broihers, 
And now they thirst to gain another victim. 
They^ong to see the face of Mimichihr I 
' Yos, and they shall, surrounded by his soldiers, 

And clad in steel, and they shall feel the edge 
Of life-desti*oying swoids. Yea, they shall sec him I 


After nttcriii" this indignant speech, Feridiin shewd to the 
messenger liis great warriors, one by one. He shewed^ hhn 
Kavah and his two sons, Shahpiir, and Sliiriieh, and Kdrun, 
and Siim,* and Narinnin, and other chiefs—all of admirable 
courage and valour in war,—and thus resumed ; - 

“ lienee with your presents, hence, away, 

Can gold or gems turn night to day? 

Must kingly heads be bought and sold, 

And shall I barter blond for gold 7 
Shall gold a fiithiM‘’s heart entice, 

Idood to redeem beyond all price? 

Hence, hence wiih treachery ; I have heard 
Their glozing falsehoods, every word ; 

But human feelings guide my will, 

And keep my honour sacred sti-l. 

True is the oracle we read;— 

‘ Those who have sown oppression’s seed 
Keap bitter fruit; their souls, perplext, 

Joy not in this world or the next.* 

The brothers of my murdered boy, 

Who could^ father’s hopes destroy, 

An equal punishment will reap, 

And lasting vengeance o’er them sweep. 

They rooted up my favourite tree, 

But yet a branch remains to me. 


* S&m, S&m Suw&r, was the son of Narfm&n, He is said to have vanquished 
or tamed a great number of animals and terrible mex^sters, amongst which 
was ono remarkable for its ferocity. This furious animal *Waa called Soh&m, 
on account of its being of the colour and nature of fire. According to 
fabulous histoxyi bo made it his war-hoise^ la ail his engagements against 
the Demons. 
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Now the young lion comes apace» 

.The glory of his glorious race; 

He comes apace, to pi^ish guilt, 

Where brother’s blood was basely spilt; 

And blood alone for blood must pay ; 

Hen(;p with your gold, depart, away ! ” 

When th^ messenger heard these reproaches, mingled Avith 
poison, ho immediately took leave, and trembling with fear, 
returned to Silim and Tiir with the utmost kpecd.. He de¬ 
scribed to them in strong and alarming terms the appearance 
and character of Mimichihr, and his warriors ; of that noble 
youth Avho with frowning eyebrows was only anxious for battle, 
lie then communicated to them in what manner he had been 
received, and repeated the denunciations of Peridiin, at w'liich 
the brothers were exceedingly grieved and disappointed. But 
Silim said to Tiir ; 


“ TiCt us be first upon the field, before 
ITc marshals liis array. It follows not, 

That he should be a hero bold and valiant, 

Because he is descended from the brave; 

But it becomes us well to try our power,— 

For speed, in war, is better than delay.” 

In this spirit the two brothers rapidly collected from both 
their kingdoms a large army, and proceeded towards Irin. On 
hearing of their progress, Feridun said; “ This is well—thej 
come of themselves. The forest game surrenders itself volun¬ 
tarily at the foot of the sportsman.” Then he commanded his 
army to wait quietly till they amved ; for skill and patience, 
he observed, will draw the lion’s head into your toils. 

As soon as the enemy had approached within a sho^*distance, 
Mimichihr solicited Feridfiu to commence the engagement,— 
and the'king having summoned his chief warriors before him, 
appointed them &J1, one by one, to their proper places. 

The wasriors of renown assembled straight 
■ With ponderous clubs; each like a lion fierce, 

^ Girded his loins impatient. In their front 
' The sacred banner of the blacksmith waved; 

Bright scimitars were brandished in the air; 
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Beneath them pranced their steeds, all aimed for fight, 

And so incased in iron were the chiefs 

top to toe, their e 3 «s were only seen. 

When Karun drew his hundred thousand troops 
Upon the field, the battle-word was given, 

And Minuchihr was, like the cypi'ess tall,r 
iMigjigcd along tlte centre of the hosts; 

AikI like the moon he shone, amid.the groups 
Oi coiigi'cgated clouds, or as the sun 
tUittcring upon the mountain of Alberz, 

I'lic squadrons in advance KabAd commanded, 

(Jai'fihasp the left, and Sam upon the right. 

The shedders of a brother’s blood had now 
llrought their innumerous legions to the strife, 

Aiad formed them in magnificent array: 

The picquet guards were almost thrown together, i 
When Tiir sprung forward, and with sharp reproach, 

And haughty gesture, thus addressed Kabdd : 

“ Ask this new king, this Jlindchihr, since Heaven 

To Irij gave a daughter, who on him 

Uestowed the mail, the battle-axe, find sword ? ” 

To this insulting speech, Kabdd rcjdicd : 

The message shall bo given, and I will bring 
I'he answ'er, too. Vc know what ye have done; 

Have ye not murdered him who, trusting,,sought 
I’rotcction from yc ? All mankind for this 
iMust curse your memory till the day of doom ; 

11! savage monsters wore to fly your presence, 

] t would not be surjn’ising. Those who die 
l:i this most righteous cause will go to Heaven, 

With all their sins forgotten 1 ” Then Kabdd 
Went to the king, and told the speech of Tdr : 

A smile played o’er the cheek of Minuchihr 
As thus lie spoke: “ A boaster he must be, 

()r a vavu fool, for when engaged in battle, 

Vigour of arm and the enduring soul, 

Will best be proved. I ask but for revenge— 

Vengeance for Irij slain. Meanwhile, return ; 

We shall not fight to-day.’* 

I He too retired, 

And in his tent upon the sandy plain, 

Ordered the festive board to be prepared, 

And wine and music whiled the hou^ away. 

When morning dawned the battle commenced, and multi¬ 
tudes were slain on both sides. 

The spacious plain became a sea of blood; 

It seeniod as if the earth was covered o’er 
With crimson tulips; slippery was the ground| 

And all in duj> cqnlusion, * 
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The anny of Miniichihr waa victorious, owing to the 
bravery ancT skill of the comms^nder. But Heaven w'as in his 
fevour. * 

In the evening^Silim and Tiir consulted together, anti came 
to the resolution of eftccting a formidable night attack on the 
enemy. Th^ spies of Minhchihr, however, obtained informa¬ 
tion of this intention, and communicated tlic secret to tlic king. 
Mimichihr immediately placed the army in charge of Karmi, 
and took himself thirty thousand men to wait in ambuscade 
for the enemy, and frustrate his views. Tiir advanced with <a 
hundred thousand men ; but as he advanced, he found every 
one on the alert, and aware of his approach. He had gone too 
far to retreat in the dark Avithout lighting, and therefore began 
a vigorous conlliot. Minfichihr sprung up from his ambuscade, 
and with his thirty thousand men rushed upon the centre of 
the dhemy’s troops, and in the end eucountered Tiir. Tlic 
struggle was not long. Mimichihr dexterously using his 
javelin, hurled him from his saddle precipitately to the ground, 
and then with his dagger severed the head from his body. The 
body he left to be devoured by the lieasts of the field, and the 
: head he sent as a trophy to Feridiin ; after which, he proceeded 
in search of Sllim. 

The army of the confederates, however, having suffered such 
a signal defeat, Silim thouglit it prudent to fall back and tako 
refuge in a fort. But Miniichihr went in pursuit, and besieged 
the castle. One day a warrior named Kakii made a sally out 
of the fort, and approaching the centre of the besieging army, 
thrcAV a javelin at Mimichihr, which however fell •harmless 
before it reached its aim. Then Mimichihr seized the enemy 
by the girdle, raised him up in air, and flung him from his 
s^dle to the ground. 

He grasped the foe-man by the girth, 

Anithundcring drove him to the earth; 

‘ By wound of spear, and gory brand, 

He died upon the burning sand. 

siege was continued for some time with the view of 
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weakening the power of Silim; at last Miniichihr sent a 
message to him, saying : “ Let^ the battle be decided between 
us. Quit the fort, and boldly meet me here, that it may be 
seen te whom God gives the victory.” Silim could not, without 
disgrace, refuse this challenge: he descended from the fort, 
and met Miniichihr. A desperate conflict ensued, and he ivas 
j?lain on the spot. Mimichihr’s keen sword severed the royal 
head frQm the’body, and thus quickly ended the career of Silim. 
After that, the whole of the enemy’s troops were defeated and 
put to flight in every direction. 

The leading warriors of the routed army now sought protec¬ 
tion from Miniichihr, who immediately complied with their 
solicitation, and by their influence all the forces of Silim and 
Tiir united under him. To each he gave rank according to 
his merits. After the victory, Miniichihr hastened to pay his 
respects to Feridiin, who received him with praises and thanks¬ 
givings, and the customary honours. Returning from the 
battle, Feridiin met him on foot; and the moment Miniichihr 
beheld the venerable monarch, he alighted and kissed the 
ground. They then, seated in the palace together, congi’atu- 
latcd themselves on the success of their arras. In a short time 
after, the end of Feridiin approached ; when recommending 
Miniichilu* to the care of Sam and Nariuuln, he said : “ My 
•hour of departure has arrived, and I place the prince under 
your protection'.” He then directed Miniichihr to be seated on 
the throne; 

Anri put himself the crown upon his head, 

And stored his mind with counsel good and wise. 

• • • 

Upon the death of Feridiin, Miniichihr accordingly suc¬ 
ceeded to the government of the empire, and continued to 
observe strictly all the laws and regulations of his great grand¬ 
father. He commanded his subjects to be constant in the 
worship of God. 

The army and the people gave him praise'', 

Prayed for his happiness and length of days ; 

Our hearts, they said, are ever bound to thee; 

Oar hearty, inspired by love and loyalty. 
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ZAL, the son op SAM. 

According to the‘traditionary histories from which THrdausl 
has' derived his legends, the warrior Siim had a son born to 
him whose h^ir was perfectly white. On his birth the nurse 
w'cnt to Sanp and told him that God had blessed«him with a 
wonderful child, without a single blemish, excepting that hi^ 
hair was white ; but when Silm saw him he was'gricvetl: 

His hair was white as goose’s wing, 

His check was like the rose of spring 
His form was straight as cypress tree— 

* But when the sire was brought to see 
That child with hair so silvery white, 

His heart revolted at the sight. 

His mother gave him the name of Zal, and the people said 
to Sdm, “ This is an ominous event, and will be to thee pro¬ 
ductive of nothing but calamity ;—it would be better if thou 
couldst remove him out of sight. 

No human being of this earth 
Could give to sucli a monster birth; 

He must be of the Demon race, 

Though human still in form and face. 

If not a Demon, he, at least, 

Appears a party-coloured beast.” 

When Ssim was made acquainted with these, reproaches and* 
sneers of the people, he determined, though with a son'owful 
heart, to take him up to the mountain Albcrz, and abandon 
him there to be destroyed by beasts of prey. Alberz was the 
abode of the Simurgh or Griffin,* and, iffhilst flying "about In 
quest of food for his hungry young ones, that sm-prising animal 

* The sex of this fabulous animal is not clearly made out! It tells Z&l that 
it had nursed him like a father^ and therefore I have, in this place, adopted the 
masculine gender, though the preseiwer of young ones might authorise its being 
considered a /cmalg. ^he Sfmurgh is probably neither one nor the other, or 
both 1 Some have likened the Simurgh to the Ippogrif or Griffin ; but the 
Simurgh is plainly a biped ; others again have supposed that the fable simply 
meant a holy recluse of the mountains, who nourished and educated the poor 
child which had been abandoned by its father.* . 
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discovered the child lying nlone upon the hard rock, crying and 
sucking its fingers. The Simusgh, however, felt inclination 
to devour him, but compassionately took hiiSa up in tho air, and 
conveyed him to his own habitation. 

He who is blest with Heaven’s grace 
Will never want a dwelling-place 
, And he who bears the curse oi Pate 
» Can never change his wretched state. 

A voice, not earthly, thus addressed 
The Slmurgh in his mountain nest— 

“ To thee this mortal 1 resign, 

J’rotcclod by the power divine ; 
lict him thy fostering kindness share, 

Nourish him with paternal care; 

Por from his loins, in time, will spring 
The champion of tho world, and bring 
Honour on earth, and to tliy name j 
The heir of everlasting fame.” 

I > 

The young ones were also kind and afifectionatc to the infant, 
which was thus nourished and protected by the Simurgh for 
several years. 


!rnE DREAM of SAM. 

It is said that one night, after melancholy mnsings and re- 
tiectiiij^ SDn the misades of this life, Sim was visited by' a 
dream, and when the particulars of it were communicated to 
the interpreters of mysterious warnings and omens,, they de¬ 
clared that Zill was certainly still alive, although he had been 
long exposed on Alberz, and left there to be tom to pieces by wild 
animals. Upon this interpretation being given, the natural 
feelings of the father returned, and he sent his people to tho 
mountain in search of Zill, but without sncceiK. On another 
night Sdm dreamt a second time, wl»eu he beheld a*youn^ jpan 
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of a beautiful countenance at the head of an immense army, 
with a banfier flying before hiijf, and a Mfibid on his left hand. 
One of them addressed Sam, and reproached him thus ;— 

Unfeeling mortal, Last thou fmin thy eyes 
Washed out all sense oi shame ? Dost thou believe 
Tl^t to have silvery tresses is a crime ? 

If so, thy head is covered with white hair ; 

And were not both spontaneous gifts from Heaven ? 
Although the boy was hateful to thy bighr," • 

The grace of God has been bestowed upon him ; 

And what is human tenderness and love 
To Heaven's protection ? Thou to him wert cruel, 

But Heaven has blest him, shielding him from harm. 


Sim screamed aloud in his sleep, and awoke greatly terrified. 
Without delay he went himself to Alberz, and ascended the 
mountain, and wept and prayed before the throne of the 
Almighty, saying;— 

“ If that forsaken child be truly mine, 

And not the progeny of Demon fell, 

O pity mo 1 foigive the wicked deed, 

And to my eyes, my injured son restore.” 


His prayer was accepted. The Slmurgh, hearing the lamenta¬ 
tions of S^m among his people, knew that he had come in ^ucst 
of his son, and thus said to Zill:—“ I have fed and protected 
thee like a kind nurse, and I have given tlfce the name of 
Dustsln, like a father. Sam, the warrior, has just come upon 
the mountain in search of his child, and I must restore thee to 
him, and we must part.” Zsll wept when he heard ofi Jihis un¬ 
expected separation, and in strong terms expressed his grati¬ 
tude to his benefactor; for the Wonderful Bird had not 
omitted £o teach him the language of the country, and to cnlti- 
vate his understanding, removed as they were to such a dis¬ 
tance from the ^unts of mankind. The Slmurgh soothed 
him by aasuriifg him that he was not going to abandon him to 
misfortune, but to increase his prosperity; and, as a striking 
proof of Section, gave him a feather from his own wing, with 
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tliese instructions ;—“ Wlienevcr thou art involved in difficulty 
or danger, put this feather oi^ the fire, and I will instantly 
appear to thee to ensure thy safety. Never* cease to remember 
me. " 

T liavc watched thee with fondness hy dny Snd by inijlit, 

.Anil supplied all thy wants Avitli a fjitluT’s ; 

0 i'urget not thy nurse—still be faithful to me— 

And iny heart will be ever devoted to thcc.” 

t 

t ' 

7Al immediately replied in a strain of gratitude and admira¬ 
tion ; and then the Pimurgh conveyed him to Sdm, and said to 
him : “ lleceive tliy son—ho is of wonderful promise, and will 
be worthy of the tlirone and the diadem.” 


The soul of Sjim rejoiced to hear 
Applause so sweet to a paicut’s car; 

And blessed them both in thought and word, 

The lovely boy, and the Wondrous Bird, 

« 

He also declared to Zdl that ho was ashamed of the crime of 
which he had been guilty, and that he would endeavour to 
obliterate tlic recollection of the past by treating him in future 
with the utmost respect and honoui*. 

When Miniichihr heard from Zilbul of these things, and of 
SdiA’s return, he was exceedingly pleased, and ordered his son, 
.Naiider, with a splendid istakbil,’’^ to moot the father and son 
on their approaeh to the city. They were surrounded by war- 


* This ciistoxn is derived from the earliest ages of Persia, and has been 
continued ^owu fo the present times with no abatement of its pomp or 
splendouA Mr. Morier thus speakoLof the progress of the Embassy to Persia;— 
“An Istakbdl composed of fifipborsemen of our Mehmandar’s tribe, met 
us about three miles from our encampment; they were succeeded as we 
advanced by an assemblage on foot, who threw a glass vessel filled with sweet* 
meats beneath the Envoy's horse, a ceremony which we^ had before witnessed 
at Kauzeroon, and which we again understood to be an hononi* shared with the 
King and his sons alone. Then came two of the principal merchants of 
Shiraz, accompanied by a boy, the son of Mahomed K^bee Khan, the new 
Governor of Bushere. They, however, incurred the Envy’s dhjpleasure by 
not dismounting from their horses, a form always observed in Persia by those 
of 'lower rank, when they meet a superior. We were thus mot by three 
/stoX’/Affs during the coiii'so of tbe day.” « ^ 
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riors and great men, and Sjim embraced the first moment to 
introduce to the king. 

Zal humbly kissed the earth before the king, 

And from the hands of Minucliihr received 
A golden mace and helm. TJien those who knew 
The stars and planetary signs, were told 
To calculate the stripling’s destiny; 

And all proclaimed him of exalted fortune, 

That he would bo prodigious in Ids miglii, 

Outshining every warrior of the age. 

Delighted with this information, Minuchihr, seated upon his 
throne, with Karun on one side and Sam on the other, pre¬ 
sented Zal with Arabian horses, and annour, and gold, and 
splendid garments, and appointed Sam to tho government of 
Kabul, Zcihul, and Ind. Zal accompanied his father on his 
rctu«n; and when they andved at Zabulistiin, the most re¬ 
nowned instructors in every art and science were collected to¬ 
gether to cultivate and enrich his young mind. 

In the meantime Sdni was commanded by the king to invade 
and subdue the Demon provinces of Karngsar and Masiin- 
dci'iln ; * and Zdl was in consequence left by his father in 
charge of Zabulistdn. The young nursling of the Simurgh is 
Btvid to have performed the duties of sovereignty with admir¬ 
able wisdom and discretion, during the absence of liis iathcr. 
He did not pass his time in idle exercises, but Avitli zcalofls 
delight in the society of accomplished and learned men, for the 
purpose of becoming familiar with every species of knowledge 
and acquirement. The city of Zilbul, however, as a constant 
residence, did not entirely satisfy him, and he wisTihd to' see 
more of the world; he therefore visited several other places, 
and proceeded as far as Kdbul, where he pitched his tents, and 
remained for some time. 

* The ],roviiRO of hfazinder&D, of vliicli the principal city is Amol, compro- 
hends the whole of the eouthem coast of the Caspian sea. It was known to 
the ancients by the name of Hyrcania. At tho period to which the text 
xef*^ the ponntry was in tho possession of demons. 
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eiJdAbeh. 

The chief of Ktibul was descended from the family of Zohitk. 
Ho was named Milirib, and to secure the saf5;y of his state, 
paid annual ^tribute to Sdm. Mihrab, bn the arr^’al of Zal, 
w’ent out of the city to see him, and was hospitably entertained 
by the young hero, who soon discovered that he had a daughter 
of wonderful attractions. 

Her name Riiddbch; skreened from public view, 

Her countenance is brilliant as the sun ; 

From head to foot her lovely form is fair 
As polished ivory. Like the spring*, her cheek 
Presents a radiant bloom,—iu stature tall, 

And o’er her silvery brightness, richly flow 
Dark musky ringlets clustering to her feel. 

She blushes like tlic rich pomegranate flower; 

Her eyes arc soft and sweet as the naicissus, 

Her lashes from the raven’s jetty plume 

Have stolen their blackness, and her biwvs aro bent 

Like archer's bow. Ask yc to see the moon ? 

Look at her face. Seek yc for musky fragrajicc ? 

She is all sweetness. Her long fingers seem 

Pencils of silver, and so beautiful 

Jlcr pi'osencc, tlmt she breathes of Heaven and love. 


Su(Si was the description of Riidilbeh,* which iuspired the 

C 

* Fiidausi is very elmberant in his account of Hfldtlbch. Female beauty has 
nlwajrs been a darling subject with the poets of all nations; and they havo 
generally embellished it with all their powers of description. 

In comparing the Greek find Persian notions of female beauty and its 
ittributes, yw find no disparity, but a much closer resemblancd 

rhan might bo ex^jccted, considering the physical difference between the two 
countries. For the imagery of every genuine poet must be derived from 
rhat be is accustomed to see, from tlie natuml objects and circunmtances by 
fhich he is snrrounde'd. Plence it is that every countiy must nave what 
>r, Johnson calls, tniditional imagery, and hereditary similes.” The Odes 
( Haflz have all the rich imagery of the Tcian bard, besides an abundance of 
sautiful epithets, unknown to tho Greek, drawn frem the varied productions 
' a still more genial climate. ‘ e 

The following is a fuUer description of the charms of Bflddbeh 

If thou would'si make her charms appear. 

Think of tho Sun so bright and cleu; 
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heart of Zdl urith the most violent affection, and imagination 
added to hef charms. 

Mihrdb again waited on Zdl, who received him graciously, 
and asked him in what manner he could promote his wishes. 
Milirab said that lie only desired him to become his guest at a 
banquet he intended to ‘invite him to ; but Zill thought proper 
to refuse, because he well know, if ho accepted an invitation of 
the kind from a relation of Zohak, that his father Sam, and the 
King of Peraia would be offended. Mihrib returned to Kilbul 
disappointed, and having gone into his harem, his wife, Sin- 
dokht, inquired after the stranger from Zabul, the white-headed 
son of Sam. She wished to know v'luit he was like, in form 
and feature, and what account he gave of his sojourn with tlic 
Simurgh. Milmlb described him in the wannest terms of ad¬ 
miration—he was valiant, he said, accomplished and handsome, 
with Tio other defect than that of white hair. And so bound¬ 
less was his pi-aise, that Rudiibeh, who was present, drank" every 
word with avidity, and felt her own heart warmed into admira- 


And brighter far, with softer light, 

The maiden strikes the dazzled .sight. 

Think of liur skin, with what compare I 
Ivory was never half su fair I 
Her stature like the Sabin tree; 

Her eyes I so full of witchery, 

Glow like the Nirgis * tomlerly. 

Her arching brows their magic flingi 
Hark as the raven’s glossy wing. 

Soft o’er her blooming cheek is spread,, 

The rich jiomegranato’s vivid red. 

Upon her bosom, white os snow, 

Two vcrmil buds, in secret, blow. 

Her musk^ ringlets, uncontined, 

In clustering meshes roll behind. • 

Love ye the moon ? Behold her hice, 

And there the lucid planet trace. 

If breath of musky fragrance please, 

Her balmy odours scent the bieozc; 

Fus.soss'd of every sportive wile, 

'Xis heaven, *tis bliss, to see her smile I 

This imagery is all familiar to European taste, not excepting even tiio 
allusion to the uioon,*whh!ii has usually been considered peculiar to the Poetry 
of Asia. • * 


^ *I7he Katttoiia, to whleli the eyes of beautiful mmen are uenatly conij^^^pd. 
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tion and love. Full of emotion, she afterwards said privately 
to her attendants; 

“ To you alone the secret of my heart 
I now unfold ; to you alone confess 
The deep sensations of my captive soul. 

T love, I love ; all day and night of him 
,1 think alone—I sec him in my dreams— 

You only know my secret—aid me now, 

And soothe the sorrows of my bursting heart/’ 

The attendants Avere startled with this confession and in- 
tireaty, and ventured to remonstrate against so preposterous an 
attachment. 


** What I hast thou lost all sense of shame, 

All value for thy honoured name I 
That thou, in loveliness supreme, 

Of every tongue the constant theme, 

Should choose, and on another’s word, 

The nursling of a Mountain Bird I 
A being never seen before, 

Which human mother never bore I 
And can the hoary locks of age, 

A youthful heart like thine engage? 

Must thy enchanting form be presfc 
To such a dubious monster’s breast 1 
And all thy beauty’s rich array, 

Thy peerless charms be thrown away ? ” 

, This violent remonstrance was more calculated to rouse the 
indignation of Riidiibeh than to induce her to change her mind. 
It did so. Rut she subdued her resentment, and again dwelt 
upon the ardour of her passion. 

“ My attaclbncnt is fixed, my election is made, 

And when hearts are enchained ’tis in vain to upbraid. 

Neither Kizar nor Faghfi^r I wish to behold, 

Nor the monarch of Persia with jewels and gold; 

All, all I despise, save the choice of my heart, 

And from his beloved image 1 never can part. 

Call him aged, or young, ’tis a fruitless endeavour 

To uproot a desire 1 must cherish for ever 

Call him old, call him young, who can passion^contibul ? 

Ever present, and loved, he entrances my soul, 

'Tis for him I exist—him I worship alone, 

And my heart it musji bleed till 1 call him my own,*’ 
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As soon as the attendants fonnd that Rdditbeh’s attachment 
was deeply Tixed, and not to Ije removed, they changed their 
purpose, and becam* obedient to her wishes, anxious to pm-sue 
any^ measure that might bring Zil and their mistress togetlicr. 
Riidibeh was delfghted with this proof of their regard. 

It was spi^ng time, ahd tlie attendants repaired pwards the 
halting-place of Zal, in the neighbourhood of the city. Their 
occupation seemed to be gathering roses along the romantic 
banks of a pellucid streamlet, and when they purposely strayed 
opposite the tent of Zill, he observed them, and asked his 
friends—why they presumed to gather roses in his garden. 
He was told that they were damsels sent by the moon of 
Kiibiilisti'ui from the palace of Mihrab to gather roses, and 
upon hearing this his heart was touched with emotion. He 
rose up and rambled about for amusement, keeping the direc¬ 
tion hf the river, followed by a servant with a bow. He was 
not far from the damsels, when a bird sprung up froTin the 
water, which he shot, upon the wing, with an arrow. The 
bird happened to fall near the rose-gatherers, and Zdl ordered 
his servant to bring it to him. The attendants of Rudabeli 
lost not the opportunity, as he approached them, to inquire 
who the archer was. “ Know ye not,” answered the servant, 
“ that this is Nimruz, the son of Sara, and also called Dnstdn, 
the greatest warrior ever known” At this the damsels smiled^ 
and said that they too belonged to a person of Sistinction—and 
not of inferior worth—to a star in the palace of Milirdb. “ Wo 
have come from Kiibul to the king of Zibulistiln, and sliould 
ZUl and Riiddbeh be of equal rank, her«ruby lips may.becorao 
acquainted with his, and their wished-for union be effected.” 
When the servant returned, Zil was immediately informed of 
the conversation that had taken place, and in consequence pre¬ 
sents were prepared. 

• 

!fhe 7 who to gather roses came—^went back 
With precious gems—and honorary robes; 

And two bright finger-rings were secretly 
iient to the princess. 



ITHB SHXh names. 


Then did the attendants of Bdd^beh exult in the suooess of 
their artifice, and say that the yon had come into ’ their toils. 
Bdd^beh herself, however, had some fears on the subject, She 
anxiouriy sought to know exactly the personal appearance of 
Ziil, and happily her warmest hopes were realized by the de¬ 
scription she received. But one difficulty remaineh—hoAv were 
they to meel ? Uoav was she to see with her own eyes the man 
whom hqr fancy had depicted in such glowing coloiu’s ? Her 
attendants, sufficiently expert at intrigue, soon contrived the 
means of gratifying her wishes. There was a beautiful rural 
retreat in a sequestered situation, the apartments of which were 
adorned with pictures of great men, and ornamented in the 
most splendid manner. To this favourite place Eiidibeh re¬ 
tired, and most magnificently dressed, awaiting the coming of 
Z;U, whom her attendants had previously invited to repair 
thither as soon as the sun had gone down. The sliadoA's of 
cvenin'g were falling as ho approached, and the enamoured 
princess thus addressed him from her balcony;— 

^ “ May happincfia fittend thee ever, thou, 

• Wh>»se lucid features make this gloomy night 
Clear as the day ; wlioso perfume scents the breeze; 

Thou who, rcgaVlloss of fatigue, hast come 
On foot too, tlnis to see me—” 


* Hearing a swQpt voice, ho looked up, and behold a bright face 
in the balcony, and he said to the beautiful vision :— 

“ How often have I hoped that Heaven. 

Would, in some secret place display 
Thy charftxs to me, and thou hast given 
My hcnx't the wish of many a day; 

For now thy gentle voice I hear, 

And now I see thee—speak again I 
Speak freely in a willing car, , 

And every wish thou hast obtain.” 

Not a word was lost .upon Euddbeh, and *sh« soon accom¬ 
plished her object. Her hair was so luxuriant, and of such a 
length, that casting it loose it flowed down from tlje balqpny; 
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'and, after fastening the upper part to a ring, she requested ZH 
to take hold'of the other end and mount up. He ardently 
kissed the musky tresses, and by them quickly ascended. 


Then ha«d in hand -within the chambers they 
Gracefully passed.—Attractive was the scene, 

Th8 walls embellished by the painter’s skill, 

Anfl every object exquisitely formed, 

Sculpture, and architectural ornament, * 

Fit for a king. Zdl with amazement gazed • 

Upon what art had done, h\xt more he gazed 
Upon the witching radiance of his love, 

Upon her tulip cheeks, her musky locks, 

Breathing the sweetness of a summer garden; 

• Upon the sparkling brightness of her rings, 
Necklace, and bracelets, glitteiing on her arras. 

His mien too was majestic—on his head 

lie wore a ruby crown, and near his breast 
Was seen a bolted dagger. Fondly she 
With side-long glances maiked his noble uspecl, 
The fine proportions of his graceful limbs, 

His strength and beauty. Her ciiamouri d heart 
Sufinsed her cheek with blushes, every glance 
Increas’d the ardent transports of her soul. 

So mild was his demeanour, he appeared 
A gentle lion toying with his prey. 

Long they remained rapt in admiration 
Of each other. At length the w'arrior rose, 

And thus addressed her:—Jt hceomes not us 
To be forgetful of the path of prudence, 

Though love would dictate a more ardent course, 
How oft has SAra, my father, counselled me. 
Against unseeming thoughts,—inisccmly deeds,— 
Always to choose the right, and shun the w^’ong. 
How will he bum with anger when ho hears 
This new adventui'e; how will Minilchihr 
Indignantly reproach me for this dream I 
This waking dream of rapture I but I call 
High Heaven to witness what I nowf declare— 
Whoever may oppose my sacred vows, 

I still am thine, affianced thine, for ever.” 

• And thus Rilddbeh :—Thou hast won my heart, 
And kirigg may sue in vain; to thee devoted, 

Thou art alone my waiiior and my love.” 

Thus they exchaimed,—then ZAl with fond adieus 
Softly d^ended from the balcony, 

Aad listened to his tent. 


speedily as possible he assembled together his counsellors 
aiid^^^ids fo obtain their advice oqi the present cxtraordinai-y 
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occasion, and he represented to them the sacred importance of 
encouraging matrimonial alliances. 

For marriage is a contract sealed Heaven- 
How happy is the Warrior’s lot, amidst 
Ills smiling children ; when he dies, his son 
Succeeds him, and enjoys his rank and name. 

And is it not a glorious thing to say— ^ 

This is the son of Zal, or this of Sam, 

The heir of his renowned progenitor 7 

t 

He then related to them the story of his love and affejstion 
•for the daughter of Milu’ab; but the Mubicls, well knowing 
that the chief of Kabul was of the family of Zobak, the serpent- 
king, did not approve the union desired, which excited the 
indignation of Zal. They, however, I’ccommended his writing 
a letter to Sam, who might, if he thought proper, refer the 
matter to Miniiehihr. The letter was accordingly written and 
dispatched, and wdien Sam received it, he immediately ifcfeiTed 
the question to his astrologers, to know whether the nuptials, if 
solemnized betAvoen Ziil and Ri'idabch, Avonld be prosperous or 
not. ^They foretold that the nuptials w*ould be prosperous, and 
that tl^e issue would bo a son of w'ondcrful strength and power, 
the conqueror of the world. This announcement delighted the 
heart of the old Avarrior, and he sent the messenger back Avitli 
tht assurance of his approbation of the proposed union, bub 
requested that the subject might be kept concealed till ho 
returned with*his army from the expedition to Karngsar, and 
was able to consult with Miniiehihr, 

Zill, exulting at his success, communicated the glad tidings 
to Rudttbeh by theis female emissary, who had hitherto carried 
on successfiilly the correspondence between them. But as she 
was conveying an answer to this AN'elcome news, and some pre¬ 
sents to Ziil, Slndokht, the mother of Rudabeh, dkccted her, 
and, examining the contents of the packet, she found sufficient 
evidence, she thought, of something Avrong^ 

“ What iieacheiy is this 7 What have we here I 
Slrbund and male attire I Thou, wretch, confess I 
Disclose thy secret doings.” 
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The emissary, however, betrayed nothing; but declared that 
she was a dealer in jewels and dresses, and had been only 
shewing her mercliandize to Eddilbeh. Slndokht, in extreme 
agitation of mind^ hastened to her daughter's apartment to 
ascertain the particulai-s of this affair, when Riidibeh at once 
fearlessly acknowledged her unalterable affection for^Zdl. 

“ I love him so devotedly, all day, \ 

All night my tears have flowed unceasingly; 

And one hair of his head I prize more dearly 
Than all the world beside; for him I live ; 

And we have met, and we have sat together, 

And pledged our mutual love with mutual joy 
Aiid innocence of heart.** 


Eiklilhoh further informed her of Sam’s consent to their 
nuptials, wliich in some degree satisfied the mother. But when 
Mihrab was made acqiiaiuted with the arrangement, his rage 
was unbounded, for he dreaded the resentment of Sdm and 
Minuchihr when the circumstances became fully known .to 
them. Trembling with indignation ho drew his dagger, and 
would have instantly rushed to Riidabeh’s chamber to destroy 
her, had not Sindokht fallen at his feet and restrained him. 
He insisted, however,' on her being brought before him; and 
upon his promise not to do her any harm, Sindokht complied. 
Rudabch disdained to take off her ornaments to appear as an, 
offender and a supplicant, but, proud of her clfoice, u'ent into 
her father’s presence, gaily adorned with jewels, and in splendid 
9 arel. Mihrdb received her with surprise. 

“ Why all this glittering finery ? fs the devil 
United to an angel ? When a snake 
Is met with in Arabia, it is killed I *’ 

But Rdddbeh ans^fered not a word, and was permitted to retire 
with her mother. 

When Miniiehibr was apprized of the proceedings between 
Ziil and Riiddbeh, he was deeply concerned, anticipating nothing 
•iljHt confusion and ruin to Persia from the united influence of 
Z^and Mihriib. Feridiin had p^irified the world from the 
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nbominationB of Zohilk, and as Mihrilb was a descendant of 
that merciless tyrant, he feared that some .attempt would be 
made to rcsiiinc the enormities of fornrer times; Sdm was 
therefbre required to give his advice on the occasion. 

The conqueror of Kariigsdr and Mazindcnln was received on 
his return^ with cordial rejoicings, and he charjhed the king 
•with the story of his triumphant success. The monarch against 
W'hom ho had'fought was descended, on the mother’s side, from 
Zohilk, and his Demon army was more numerous than ants, or 
clouds of locusts, covering mountain and plain. Sam thus pro¬ 
ceeded in his description of the conflict, 

“ And when he heard my voice, and 6.W what deeds 
I had perfonned, a]>proaching me, he threw 
Ills noose ; but downward bending I escaped, 

And with my bow I showered upon his head 
Steel-pointed arrows, piercing through the brain ; 

Then did I gi*asp his loins, and from his horse 
Cast him upon the ground, deprived of life. 

At this, the demons terrified and pale, 

Shrunk back, some flying to the mountain wilds, 

And others, taken on the battle-field, 

I Became obedient to the Persian king.” 

Miniichihr, gratified by this result of the expedition, ap¬ 
pointed S«lm to a new enterprize, which was to destroy Kabul 
by *firc and sword, especially the house of Mihrab; and that 
• ruler, of the s^rpent-mce, and all his adherents were to be put 
to death. Sam, before he took leave to return to his own 
government at Zabnl, tried to dissuade him from this violent 
exercise of revenge, but without malting any sensible impression 
upon hiln. • 

Meanwhile the vindictive intentions of Mimichihr, which 
were soon known at Kslbul, produced the greatest nlarm and 
consternation in the family of Mihrdb. Ztil now returned to 
his father, and Sim sent a letter to Mimichihr, again to 
deprecate his wrath, and appointed Zil the messenger. In this 
letter Sim enumerates his services at Karugsir and l&azindorin, 
and especially dwells upon the destructipn of a'prodigious, 
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“ T am thy servant, and twice sixty years 
H&vc seen my prowess. Mounted on my steed, 
Wielding my battle-axe, t?erthrowing heroes, 

Who equals SAm, the warrior? I destroyed 
The mighty monster, whose devouring jaAvs 
Unpcoplcii half the land, and spread dismay 
From town to town. The world was full of horror, 
No oil’d WHS seen in air, no beast of prey 
In plain or forest; from the stream he drew ' 
The crocodile; the eagle from the sky. 

The country had no habitant alive, 

And when I found no human being left, 

I cast away all fear, and girt my loins, 

And in the name of God went boldly forth. 

Armed for the strife, I saw him towering rise, 
Huge as a mountain, with his hi<leous hair 
Hi-agging upon the ground; his long black tongue 
Shut up the path ; his eyes two lakes of blood ; 
And, seeing me, so homblo Iris roar, 

The earth shook wriih affright, and from his mouth 
A Hood of poison issued. Like a lion 
Forward I sprang, and in a moment drove 
A diamond-pointed arrow through his tongue, 
Fixing him to the ground. Another went 
Down his deep throat, and dreadfully he writhed. 

A third passed through his middle. Then I raised 
My battle-axe, cow-headed, and with one 
Tremendous blow, dislodged his venomous brain, 
And deluged all around with blood and poison. 
There lay the monster dead, and soon tiie world 
Kegained its peace and comfort. Now I’m old, 

The vigour of my youth is past and gone, 

And it becomes me to resign my station. 

To ZAl, my gallant son,’* 


Mihr^b continued in such extreme agitation, that in his own 
mind he saw no means of avoiding the threatened desolation of 
his country but by putting his wile and daughter to. death. 
Slndokht however had a better resource, and suggested the 
expediency of waiting upon Sslm herself, to induce him to 
forward her own, views and the nuptials between and 
lliidilbeh.. To this Mihrdb assented, and she proceeded, 
mounted on a rashly. caparisoned horse, to Ztlbul with most 
magnificent presents, consisting of three hundred thousand 
dinars; ten horses with golden, and thirty with silver, housings ; 
liaStar richly •attired damsels, carrying golden teays of jewels and 
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mnsk, and camphor, and wine, and sugar; forty pieces of 
figured clotli; a hundred milcii camels, and a hundred others 
for burthen ; two hundred Indian sword3,#a golden crown and 
throne* and four elephants. Silm was amazed and embarrassed 
by the arrival of this splendid array. If* he accepted the 
presents, ht; would incur the anger of Miniichih^ ; and if he 
rejected them, Ziil would be disappointed and driven to despaii’. 
He at length accepted them, and concurred in the wishes of 
Sfndokht respecting the union of the two lovers. 

* When Zdil anived at the court of Mimichihr, he was received 
with honour, and the letter of Si'im being read, the king was 
lu-evailcd upon to consent to the pacific proposals that were 
made in favour of Mihrab, and the nuptials. He too con¬ 
sulted his astrologers, and was informed that the offspring of 
ZiU and Rudabeh would be a hero of matchless strength and 
valour. Zal, on his return through Kdbul, had an intfcrview 
with Riidilbch, who welcomed him in the most rapturous 
terins:— 

Be thou lor ever Ijlcst, for I adore thee, 

, And make the dust of thy fair feet my pillow. 

In short, with the approbation of all parties the marriage at 
length took place, and was celebrated at the beautiful summer- 
diousc where first the lovers met. Siim was present at Kabul 
on the happy occasion, and soon afterwards returned to Slstan, 
].u’cparatoi'y to resuming his martial labours in Karugsdr and 
Mazinderin. 

•As tlte time drew near that Riiddbeh should .become- a 
mother, she suffered extremely from constant indisposition, and 
both Zil and Sindokht were in the deepest distress on account 
of her precarious state. 

The cypress leaf was withering; pale she lay, 

Unsoothed by rest or sleep, death seemed approaching. 

At last Z^l recollected the feather of the Slmargh, and 
followed the instructions which he had received, placanglt^ 
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on the fire. In a moment darkness surrounded them, Avhich 
was, howevet, immediately dispensed by the sudden appeai-aiiec 
of the Simurgh. “IVhy,” said the Simurgh, “do I see all this 
grief and sorrow ? Wliy are the tear-drops in the wfln'ior’s 
eyes ? A child wfll he bom of mighty jK)wer, who will become 

the w'onder of the world.” 

• • 

The Simurgh then gave some advice which was implicitly^ 
attended to, and the result was that Euddheh was soou out of 
danger. Never was beheld so prodigious a child. The father 
and mother were equally amazed. They called the boy llnstcnr. 
On the first day he looked a year old, and ho required tlic milk 
of ten nurses. A likeness of him was immediately worked in 
silk, representing him upon a horse, and armed like a warrior, 
which was sent to Sam, who was tlien fighting in Mazuulerdn, 
and it made the old champion almost dcliriofts with joy. At 
KiibuPand Zabul there was nothing but feasting and rejoicing, 
as soon as the tidings were known, and thousands of dinars 
^vere given away in charity to the poor. When Rustem was 
five years of age, he ate as much as a man, and some say that 
even in his third year he rode on ho'schack. In his eighth 
year he was as powerful as any hero of the time. 

In beauty of fonu and in vigour of limb,* 

No mortal was ever seen equal to him. 


* lu the heroic ages of Persia, as in the early iHiriods of^very nation, feats 
of personal activity and muscular strcngtJi, constituted the most ijromincnt 
features of a (Champion, and accordingly Finlansi lias thought it necessary to 
give his hero extraordinary size aud gigantic bi cadth of limb. Hercules had 
almost completed his eighth month t)cfoi’C iio strangled the serpents which 
Juno had sent to devour him ; but Rustem, wiicn fP day old, was lft« a child 
of twelve months. When three years old be was fond of warlike pursuits and 
rode on horseback, and when ten, there ivaa not a man in that country who 
could contend with him in battle. In wrestling, and other violent exercises, 
Jie was unequalled. Firdausi has thus, with a view of making him great, 
made him a prodigy. Itut Homer is not guiltless of similar extravagance, for 
he says of the giants Otus and Ephialtcs : 

The woT^rous youtbs had scaice nine winters told 
Wheif Jiigh In air, tromeiidoas to behold, 

Nine ells aloft they reared tJicir towering hca<l, 

And fuU nine cubits broad their shoulders spread; 
l4oud of their strength, and more than mortal sizo, 

Viio gods they chaUenge, and alfcet the skies. 

, Odtssay, xi. 810 . Foys. 
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Both Slim and Mihrdb, though iar distant from the scene of 
felicity, were equally anxious to»prooecd to Ziibulistiin to behold 
their wonderful grandson. Both set off, but Milu’iib arrived 
first with great pomp, and a whole army for his suite, and went 
forth with Zal to meet Sara, and give him an honourable 
welcome. The boy Rustem was mounted on 'an elephant, 
Wearing a splendid crown, and wanted to join them, but his 
father kindly prevented him undergoing the inconvenience 
of alighting. Ztll and Milintb dismounted as soon as Sam 
was seen at a distance, and performed tlie ceremonies of an 
affectionate rccc2)tion. Sfim ims indeed amazed when he did 
see the boy, and showered blessings on his head. 

Afterwards Sam placed Mihrab on his right hand, and Zal on 
his left, and Rustem before him, and began to converse with 
his grandson, who thus manifested to him his martial dis¬ 
position. * 

" Thou art the chrampion of the world, and I 
The branch of that fair tree of which thou art 
The glorious root: to thee I am devoted, 

' But case and leisure have no charms for me; 

Nor music, nor the songs of festive joy, 

Mounte<l and armed, a helmet on my brow, 

A javelin iii my grasp, 1 long to meet 

lire foe, and cast his severed head before thee.” 


Then Silm lhade a royal feast, and every apartment in his 
palace was richly decorated, and resounded with mirth and 
rejoicing. Mihrdb was the merriest, and drank the most, and 
in his qjips saw notlpng but himself, so vain had he become 
from tlic conntepance he had received. He kept saying;— 


“ Now ffccl no alarm about SAm or ZiU-zer, • 
Nor the splendour and power of the great,Miniichihr J 
Whilst aided by Rustem, his swoini, and his mace, 

Not a cloud of iqisfortunc can shadow my face. 

All the laws-of Zohiik I will quickly restoas, 

And the yf6xld shall be fragrant and blest as hefor^.’’ 


This exultation plainly betrayed the disposition «f hi»rajce ; 
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and though Sdui smiled at the extravagance of Mihrib, he 
looked up towards Heaven, and prayed that Eustem might m t 
prove a tyrant, bui; be continually active in doing good, and 
humble before God. * 

Upon Ssim departing, on his return to Karugsar and Mtlzin- 
derJln, Z^l ^ent with Eustem to Sislan, a province dependent 
on his government, and settled him there. The wh ite elephant, 
belonging to Miniiehihr, was kept at Sistan. One night 
Eustem was awakened out of his sleep by a great noise, and 
cries of distress, when starting up and inquiring the cause, he 
was told that the white elephant had got loose, and was tramp¬ 
ling and crushing the people to death. In a moment he 
issued from his apartment, brandislnrig his mace ; but was 
soon stopped by the servants, who were anxious to expostulate 
with him against venturing out in the darkness of night to 
encofinter a ferocious elephant. Impatient at being thus 
interrupted he knocked down one of the watchmen, who fell 
dead at his feet, and the others running away, he broke‘the 
lock of the gate, and escaped. He immediately opposed 
himself to the enormous animal, which looked like a mountain, 
and kept roaring like the river Hil. Eegarding him Avith a 
cautious and steady eye, he gave a loud shout, and fearlessly 
struck him a blow, with such strength and vigour, that the 
iron mace was bent almost double. The elephant trcmbledj 
and soon fell exhausted and lifeless in the dust. When it was 
communicated to Zdl that Eustem had killed the animal with 
one blow, he was amazed, and fervently returned thanks to 
heaven. He called him to him, and kissed him, axsd said : 
“ My darling boy, thou art indeed unequalled in valour and 
magnanimity.” 

Then it occurred to Zdl that Eustem, after such an achieve¬ 
ment, would be a proper person to take vengeance on the 
enemies of his gm,ndfather Nilrlradn, who was sent by Feriddn 
with a large aray against an enchanted fort situated upon the 
mountain* Sipund, and who whilst endeavouring to effect his 
wa» killed by a piece of rook thrown down from above 

4 fk 
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by the besieged. The fort,* which was many miles high, 
inclosed beautiful lawns of the freshest verdure, and*delightful 
gai'dcns abounding with fruit and flowers ;,it was also full of 
treasure.* Sam, on hearing of the fate of his father, was deeply 
afflicted, and in a short time proceeded against fhe fort himself; 
but he w'Jis ^uiTounded by a trackless desert. knew not 
what coui’se to pui-sue ; not a being was ever seen to enter or 
come out the gates, and, after spending months and years 
in fruitless endeavours, he was compelled to retire from the 
appalling entei”prize in despair. “ Now,” said Zjll to Rustem, 
“ the time is come, and the remedy is at hand ; thou art yet 
unknown, and may easily accomplish our purpose.” Rustem 
agreed to the proposed adventure, and according to his father’s 
advice, assumed the dress and character of a salt-merchant, 
prepared a caravan of camels, and secreted arms for himself 
and companions among the loads of salt. Every thing Ifcing 
ready they set off, and it w'as not long before they reached the 
fort Pn the mountain Sipund. Salt being a precious ai-ticle, and 
much wanted, as soon as the garrison knew that it was for sale, 
the gates were opened; and then was Rustem seen, together 
with his warriors, surrounded by men, w-omen, and children, 
anxiously making their piirchases, some giving clothes in 
exchdhge, some gold, and some silver, without fear or suspicion. 

But whenVhe night came on, and it whs dark, 

Rustem impatient drew hia warriors forth, 

And moved towards the mansion of the chief— 

Bat not unheard. The unaccustomed noise, 

Announcing warlike menace and attack, 

Awoke the Eotwil, who sprung up to meet 
The peril threatened by the invading foe. 

Rustem meanwhile uplifts his ponderous mace, 

And cleaves,his head, and scatters on the ground 


^ The fort called Killah Suffeed, lies about seveuty*six miles north-west of 
the city of Shiraz. It is of an oblong form, and enclose!^ a level space at the 
top of the mountain, which is covered with delightful verdare, and watered 
by numerous springs. The aseent is near three miles, and for ^e last five or 
rix hundred yards, the summit is so difficult of approach, that the slightest 
opporition, if well directed, must render it impregnable. 
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The reeking brains. And now the garrison 
Are on the alert, all hasteming to the spot 
Where battle rages; midsl the deepeuetl gloom 
Flash sparkKng swords, which shew the crimson earth 
lU'ight as the inby. * 

Rustem continued figliting with the people of the fort all 
night, and,* just as morning dawned, he discove'rcd the ch|ef 
and slew him. Those who survived, then esedped, and not one 
of the inhabitants remained within the walls alive. Rustem’s 
next object was to enter the governor’s mansion. It was built 
of stone, and the gate, which was made of iron, he burst open 
with lift battle-axe, and advancing onward, he discovered a 
temple, constructed with infinite skill and science, beyond the 
power of mortal man, and which contained amazing wealth, in 
jewels and gold. All the warriors gathered for themselves as 
muflh ti’ousure as they could carry away, and more than 
imagination can conceive ; and Rustem wrote to Zal to know 
his further commands on the subject of the capture. . Zal, 
overjoyed at the result of the enterprise, replied : 

Thou hast illumed the soul of Nariman, 

Now in the blissful bowers of Paradise, 

By punishing Ins foes with fire and swoihI. 


He then recommended him to load all the camels with as muoh 
of the invaluable property as could be removed, and bring it 
away, and then bum and destroy the whole place, leaving not 
a single vestige ; and the command having been strictly com¬ 
plied with, Rustem retraced his steps ttiZiibulistflii. 

On his return Zdl pressed him to his heart. 

And paid him public honours. Tlic fond mother 
Kissed and embraced her darling son, and all 
Uniting, showered their blessings on his head. 
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DEATH OF MINtrCHffla 

Miiuichihr we now muBt turn again, 

And mark the close of his illustrious reign. 

^Tho king'had flourished one hundred and tT^enty years, 
when now the r*sbrologers asoertained that the period of his 
departure from this life Avas at hand. 

They told him of that day of bitterness, 

Which would obscure the splendour of his throne ; 

And Slid —The time appi'oaches, thou must go, 

Doubtless to Heaven. Tliink what thou hast to do; 

And be it done before the damp cold earth 
Inshriuc! thy body. Let not sudden death 
Overtake thee, ere thou art ]n'epared to die I ’* 

AVaniod by the wise, he called his courtiers round him, 

And thus he counselled Nauder :—“ O, my sou I 
Fix nut thy heart upon a regal croivn, 

For this vain world is fleeting ns the wind ; 

The pain and sormws of twice sixty years 
Have 1 endured, though happiness and joy 
itavc also been my portion. I have fought 
In many a battle, vanquished many a foe ; 

By Feridfin's commands I girt my loins, 

And his advice has ever been my guide. 

1 hinlccl just vengeance on the tyrant-brothers 
Selim and Tiir, Avho slew the gentle Irij; 

And cities Imvc [ built, and ina*.!.; the tree 
AVhich yiekled poison, teem with wholesome fruit. 

And noAv to thee the kingdom I resign, 

That kingdom which belonged to Feridiin, 

And thou wilt be the sovereign of the world I 
But turn not from the worship of thy God, 

'JlJhat sacred ivorekip Moses taught, the best 
Of all the i)rophcts ; turn not from the path 
Of purest holiness, thy father’s choice. 

“ My son, events of peril are before theo; 

Thy enemy will come in fiei'cc array, 

From the wild mountains of Thr&u, the son * 

Of Poshang, the invader. In that hour 
Of danger, seek the aid of Sdm and Zdl, 

And that-young branch just blossoming; Tiiflliv 
Will then have no safe bucklei’ of defence, 

None to protect it frara their conquering arms.** 

Thus spoke the sire prophetic to his son, 

And both were moved to tears. Again the king ‘ 
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Bcaumed his warning voice; Kauder, I charge thee 
Place not thy trust upon a world like this,* 

Where nothing fixed remafhs. The caravan 
Goes to anotl4er city, one to-day, 

The next, to-morrow, each observos its turn 
And timerfippointcd—mhio iias come at last, 

And I must travel on the destined road.” 

At the period Mimichihr uttered this exhortation, he wjjs 
entirely free from indisposition, but he shortly a^ter^V{y'ds closed 
his eyes in death. 


NAUDER. 

Upon the demise of Miuiichihv, Nauder ascended the throne, 
and commenced his reign in the most promising manner ; but 
before two months had passed, he neglected the counsels of his 
father, and betrayed the despotic character of his heart. To 
such an extreme did he caiTy his oppression, that to escape 


* The Persian poets, and particularly Finlausl, are eminently distinguished 
for their apposite and striking reflections on fate and An the instability of 
worldly grandeur. The portion of the Shfih Nduieh which conkiins the history 
of Jemshld, abounds in beautiful and philosophical observations, conveyed in 
all the enchanting sweetness of hamionioiis versification. The declension of 
Jomshld's glory, occasioned by his imx>ious ambition to rival the Deity, and 
iiis subsequent wanderings, afforded a rich subject for our poe^'^ pccuiliar 
vein. Sddi is also peculiarly successful in the same moral spirit. When the 
pure and spotless soul is about to dei^rt, of what importance is it whether 
we expii’c»upon a throne or upon the bare ground I ” 

Thus Hoi'ace: 

Pallida mors sequo pulsat pedo pauperom tabcriias, 

Begumquo turres. I. Oo. iv. 18. 


And Young: 

Wliat thou^ we wade in wealth or soar in fatno 1 
J^rtli’s hipest station ends in he lies! 

And dust to dust concludes licr noblest song. 



72 


THE shAh nameh. 


from his violence, the people were induced to solicit other 
princes to come und take possession of the enipirc. The 
coin-tiers laboured under the greatest embarrassment, their 
monarch being solely occupied in extorting^inoney from -his 
subjects, and amassing Avealth for his own coffers. Nauder 
Avas not long in iiei-cciving the dissatisfaction thaf tmiversally 
proA'ailed, and, anticipating, not only an immediate revolt, but 
an inA-ading ai'iny, solicited, accoi-dirig to his iiither’s advice, 
the assistance of Silin, thou at Mazinderan. The complaints of 
life peojile, Iioia'ca'ci-, reached Sam before the arrival of the 
mosso'Uger, and Avhoii lie ]-ccoi\'cd the letter, he AA'as gi-eatly 
distressed on account of the extreme severity exercised by the 
now king. The champion, in consequence, proceeded forth¬ 
with from Mazi nderan to Persia, and AA'heu he entered the 
(lapital, he Avas Joyously Avelcomcd, and at once entreated by 
the people to take the sovereignty upon himself. It Avas said 
of Nauder : 

"J'bo f^lonin of lyraniiy lias hid 

Tho Ids father’s counsel gave ; 

Tlio Iiojk; of life is lost amid 
The dcstjlatioii of ih« gi’avc. 

The world is withering in his thrall, 

Exhausted by his iron sway; 

Do thou ascend the throne, aiid all 
cheerfully thy will obey. 

But Sdm said, “No; I should then be ungrateful to Miniichihr, 
a traicor, and desei-A'cdly oflensive in tlie eyes of God. Nauder 
is the kiiTg, and I am^ bound to do him service, although lie 
has deplorably departed from the advice of his father.” He 
then soothed the alarm and irritation of the chiefs., and en¬ 
gaging to be a mediator upon the unhappy occasion, brought 
them to a moi-c pacific tone of thinking. After this he imme¬ 
diately repaired to Nauder, Avho receiA^d him with great favour 
and kindness. “0 king,” said he, “only keep Feridiin-^in 
remembrance, and govern the empire in such a manner that 
thy name may be honoured by thy subjects; for, be well 
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assured, that he who has a just estimate of the world, will 
never looK upon it as his place of rest. It is but an inn, 
where all travellei^ meet on their way to eternity, but must 
not remain. The wise consider those who fix their affections 

on this life, as utterly devoid of reason and refiection : 

# 

riedlfeure, and pomp, and wealth may bo obtainctl— 

And every want luxuriously supplied : 

But suddenly, witliout a moment's warning, • ^ 

Death comes, and hurls the monarch from his throne, 

His crown and sceptre scattering in the dust. 

He who is satisfied with earthly joys, 

< Jan never know the blessedness of Ilcavon ; 

• Ilis soul must still be dark. Why do the good 

Suffer in this world, but to be prepared 

For future rest and happiness ? The name 

Of Fcridiin is honoured among men, 

Whilst load the memory of ZohAk,” 

/ 

fhis intercession of Sdm produced an entire change in the 
government of Nauder, who promised, in future, to rule his 
people according to the principles of Husheug, and Fcridiin, 
and Miniichihr. The chiefs and captains of the army were; 
in consequence, contented, and the kingdom reunited itself 
under his sway. 

In the mean time, however, the news of the death of 
Miniichihr, together with Nauder’s injustice and severity, and 
tlie disaffection of his people, had reached ^Tiiriln, of whish 
country Poshang, a descendant from Tiir, was then the sovereign. 
Poshang, who had been unable to make a single successful 
hostile movement during the life of Mimichihr, at once con¬ 
ceived this to he a fit opportunity of taking revenge for* the 
blood of Selim and Tiir, and every appearance seeming to be 
in his favour, he called before him his heroic son Afrjisiyd.b, 
and explained to him his purpose and views. It was not diffi¬ 
cult to inspire the youthful mind of AfrilsiyAb with the senti¬ 
ments he hinjsflif cherished, and a large army was immediately 
<^l1|bted to take the field against Nauder. Poshang was proud 
or chivalrous spirit and promptitude displayed by his son, 
is said to have been as strong as a lion, or an elephant,'and' 
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whose shadow extended miles. Ilis tongue was like a bright 
sword, and his heart ns bounteous as the ocean, and his hands 
like the clouds when rain falls to gladdeif the thirsty earth. 
Aghrlrits, the brother of Afritsiyab, however, was not so pre¬ 
cipitate. He cautioned his father to be prudent, for though 
Persia could no loni>er boast of the presence of'Miniichihr, 
still the great warrior Sam, and Kitrun, and Garshitsp, were 
living, and Posbnng had only to look at the result of the wars 
ill which Selim and Tur woix) involved, to bo coinduoed that 
the existing con juncture required mature deliberation. “It 
would be better,” said lie, “not to begin the contest at all, 
than to bring ruin and desolation on our own country.” 
Posbang, on the contrary, thought the time pcculiai'ly fit and 
inviting, and contended that, as Mimichiln-.^^ook vengeance for 
the blood of his grandfather, so ought Afrasiyilb to take ven¬ 
geance for his. “ The grandson,” he said, “ wlio refuses £o do 
this act of justice, is unworthy of his family. There is nothing 
to apprehend from tlic clforts of Nander, wlio is an inex¬ 
perienced youth, nor fiom the valour of liis u .m-iors. Afi’ilsiyab 
is brave and powerful in war, and thou must accompany him 
and share the glory.” After tliis no fuither observation was 
offered, and the martial prcj)aratioiis were completed. 


AFRiSIYAB MAKCHES AGAINST NAUDER 

The brazen drums on the elephants were sounde’d as the 
signal of departure, and the army proceeded mpidly to its 
destination, overshadoiving the earth in its progress. Afrsfeiyab 
had penetrated as far os the Jihdn before Naud* wivs aware of 
his approach. Upon receiving this intelligence of the activity 
of 'the enemy, the warriors of the Persian army immediately 
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moved in that direction, and on their arrival at Dehstdn, pre¬ 
pared for battle. • 

Afrjlsiydb despatched thirty thousand of his troops under the 
confmand of Shimasas and Khazervan to ZilbuIistAii,'to act 
against Zill, having heard on his inarch of the death of the 
illustrious Sl^jn. and advanced himself upon Dehsti^n with four 
hundred thousand soldiers, covering the ground like swarms of 
ants and locusts. Ho soon discovered that Naiider’s fprccs did 
not exceed one hundred and forty thousand men, and wrote to 
Poshang, his father, in high spirits, especially on account of not 
having tp contend against Silm, the warrior, and informed him 
that he had detached Shimasas against Zabulistiin. When the 
armies had approached to within two leagues of each other, 
BArmAn, one of Tiirdnian chiefs, offered to challenge any one 
of thg enemy to single combat: but Aghriras objected to it, not 
wishing that so valuable a hero should run the hazard of dis¬ 
comfiture. At this Afrilsiyilb was very indignant, and directed 
Biinndn to follow the bent of his own inclinations. 

** ’Tis not for us to shrink from I’ersian foe, 

Put on thy armour, and prepare thy bow,” 

Accordingly the challenge was given. Kirun looked rqjind, 
and the only person who answered the call was the aged Kobad, 
his brother. K^run and Kobdd were both sorA of Kiivah, the 
blacksmith, and both leaders in the Persian army. No per¬ 
suasion could restrain Kobdd from the unequal conflict. lie 
resisted all the entreaties of Kilrun, who said to him,-^ 

0, should thy hoary locks be stained with blood, 

Thy legions will be overwhelmed with grief, 

* And, in despair, decline the coining battle." 

But what was the reply of brave Kobdd 7 
Brother, this body, this frail tenement, 

Belongs to death. No living man has ever 
•Qon^uP to Heaven—for all arc doomed to die.— 
fome hf the s^oid, the dag^r, or the spear, 

.And some, devoured by roaring beasts of prey; 

Some peacefully upon their beds, and others 
dJhatimed suddenly froifi life, endure the lot 
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Ordained by the Creator, If I perish, 

Does not my brother live, my noble brother, 

To bury me beneath a warrior's tomb, 

And bless my memory ? ” 

Saying this, he nished foi-ward, and the two w,priors met in 
desperate conflict. The struggle lasted all day; at last BtirmAn 
.threw a stone at his antagonist with such force, that KobM in 
receiving the‘\)low fell lifeless from his horse. When Kanin 
saw that his brother was slain, he brought forward his whole 
army to be revenged upon the enemy for the death of KobM. 
Afrdsiyab himself advanced to the charge, and the encounter 
was dreadful. The soldiers who fell among the Tiiranians 
could not be numbered, but the Persians lost fifty thousand 
men. 

w 

TiOud neighed the steeds, and their resounding hoofs, 

Shook the deep caverns of the earth ; the dust 
Eo'?c up in clouds and hid the azure heavens— 

Bright beamed the swords, and in that carinec wide, 

Blood flowed like water. Night alone divided 
The hostile anuies. 

When the battle ceased Kdnm fell back upon Dehstsln, and 
communicated his misfortune to Nauder, who lamented the 
loss of Kobad, even more than that of Sam. In tlic morning 
> Kirun again ||ook the field against A frasiyilb, and the conflict 
was again terrible. Nander boldly opposed himself to the 
enemy, and singling out Afnisiyab, the two heroes fought with 
great bravery till night again put an end to the engagement. 
The Persian army had suffered most, and Nander retired to 'his 
tent disappointed, fatigued, and sorrowful. Ho then called to 
mind the words of Miniichihr, and called for his two sons, Tiis 
and Gustahem. With melancholy forebodings he directed them 
to return to Iran, with his shubistan, or domestic establishment, 
nd l^e refuge on the mountain AllDerz, in ^he hope that some 
of the race of Feridiin might survive the general ruin which 
Lcd to be approaching. 

he armies rested two days. On the third the reT6r- 
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berating noise of drums and trumpets announced the recom¬ 
mencement the battle. On ihe Persian side Shahpiir had 
been appointed in ,the room of Kobad, and Barmin and 
Sliiwiz led the right and left of the Turanians under Afrisiyab. 

Frc«a dawn to sun-set, mountain, pLain, and stream, 

WcK hid from view : the earth, beneath the tread 
Of myriads, groaned ; and when the javelins cast 
Long shadows on the plain at even tide, *. 

The Tartar host had won the victory; 

And many a Persian chief fell on that day :— 

Shahpdr himself was slain. 


When Nauder and Kirun saw the unfortunate result of the 
battle, they again fell back upon Dehstin, and secured them¬ 
selves in the fort. Afrisiyib in the mean time dispatched 
Kanikhin to Irili, through the desert, with a body of horse¬ 
men, *for the purpose of intercepting and capturing the 
shubistan of Nauder. As soon as Kirun heard of this 
expedition he was all on fire, and proposed to pursue the 
squadron under Kanikhin, and frustrate at once the object 
which the enemy had in view; and though Nauder was un¬ 
favourable to this moveme’^t, Kirun, supported by several of 
the chiefs and a strong volunteer force, set off at midnight, 
without permission, on this important enterprize. It was "not 
long before they reached the Duz-i-Suped, or^ white fort, of» 
which Gustahem was the governor, and falling in'' ith Birmin, 
who was also pushing forward to Persia, Kirur ^n revenge for 
his brother Kobid, sought Mm out, and dar a him to single 
combat. He threw his javelin with such might, that his 
antagonist was driven furiously from his home j and then, 
dismounting, he cut off his head, and hung it at his saddle¬ 
bow. After this te attacked and defeated the Tartar troops, 
and continued his march towards Iran. 


Nauder having^found that Kdriin had departed, immediately 
followed, and AlfrAsiyAb was not long in pursuing him. The 
Tiirdnians-at length came up with Nauder, and attacked him 


great rigour. 


The unfortunate king, unable to parrj the 
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onset, fell into the hands of his enemies, together with upwards 
of one thousand of his famous ..waniors. 

T^otig fought they, Nauder and the Tartar-chief, 

-.Vnd the thick dust which rrisc from oitbcii' host,. 

Darkened the rolling Heavens. Afrdsiyiib 
Seized by the girdle-belt the Persian king, 

Aitd furious, dragged him from his foaming hoVso. 

AVilh Jjim a thousand warrioi-s, high in name, 

AVerc4akcn on the field; and every legion, 

C'ii])lurGd whilst flying from the victor's brand. 

' Such are the freaks of Fortune : friend and foe 
Alternate wear the crown. The world itself 
Ts an ingenious juggler—every moment 
Playing some novel trick ; cxalling one 
In ])oinp and splendour, crushing down another, 

As if in sport,—and death the end of all I 


After the achievement of this victory iifrilsiytlb directed 
that Kdrun should be pursued and attacked wherever he might 
be found; but when he heard that he had hurried on for the 
protection of the shubistan, and had conquered and slain 
BArmdn, he gnawed his hands with rage. The reign of 
Nauder lasted only seven years. After him Afrilsiydb was the 
master of Persia. 


afeAsitAb. 

It has already beAi said that Shimasds ai^ Khazervdn were 
sent by Afrdsiydb with thirty thousand men against Kdbul and 
Zdbnl, and when Zdl heard of this movement he forthwith 
united with Mihrdb the chief of Edbul, and having first 
coU.ected a large army in Sistdu, had a conflict with the two 
Tartar generals. 
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ZAl promptly donned himself in war attire, 

And, mounted like a hcrOj^o the field 
Hastened, his soldiers frowning on their steeds. 

Now KhazervAn grasps his huge battle-axe, 

And, his broad shield extending, at one blow 
Shivers the mail of Zal, who calls aloud 
As, like a lion, to the fight he springs, 

Arnl^d with his father’s mace, St^ei'nly he looks ^ 

And with the fury of a dragon, drives 
The weapon through his adversary’s hoiid, 

Staining the ground witli streaks of blood, resembling 
The waving stripes upon a tiger’s back, 

« 

At this time Rustem was confined at home with the small 
pox. Upon the death of Khazcrviiii, Sliimasas thirsted to ho 
revenged ; but when ZtU meeting him raised his mace, and 
began to close, the chief became alarmed and turned back, and 
all his squadrons fallowed his example^ 

A 

Fled ShimasAs, and all his fighting train, 

Like herds by tempests scattered o’er tlic plain. 


Zill set off in pursuit, and slew a great number of the 
' enemy; but when Afnisiyab was made acquainted with this 
defeat, he immediately released Naudev from his fetters, and in 
his rage instantly deprived him of life. 

He struck him and so deadly was the blow, 

Breath left the body in a moment’s sp.ace, r 

After this, Afrdsiyib turned his views towards Tds and 
Gustahem in the hope of getting them into his hands ; but as 
soon as they received intimation of his object, the two brothers 
retired from Irdn, and Avent to Sistsln to live under the pro¬ 
tection of ZAl. The champion received them with due respect 
and honour. Kariam also wentji with all the warriors and 
people who had been supported by Nauder, and co-operated 
with Zdl, who, encouraged them with the hopes of future 
success. Zdl, however, considered that both Tds and Gustahem 
were still df a tender age—that a monarch of extraordinary 

wisdom and bnergy was required to ^oppose Afriisiydb— that ho 

* ^ • 
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himself was not of the blood of the Kals, nor fit for the duties 
of sovereignty, and, therefore, he turned his thoughts towards 
Aghriras, the younger brother of AfiAsiyab, distinguished as 
he was for his valour, prudence, and humanity, and to whom 
Poshang, his father, had given the government of Rai. To 
him Ziil sent an envoy, saying, that if he woul^i proceed to 
fiistsln, he shoijjd be supplied with ample resources to place him 
on the .thronh of Persia; that by the co-operation of ZjU 
and all his warriors the conquest would be easy, and that 
there would be no difficulty in destroying the power of 
Afrasiyib. Aghriras accepted the offer, and immediately pro¬ 
ceeded from his kingdom of Raf towards Sistan. On his 
arrival at Babel, Afrasiyslb heard of his ambitious plans, and 
lost no time in assembling his army and marching to arrest the 
progress of his brother. Aghriras, unable to sustain a jsattle, 
had recourse to ncgociation and a conference, in w'hich 
Afrjisiysib said to him, “ What rebellious conduct is this, of 
which thou art guilty ? Is not the country of Rai sufficient 
for thee, that thou art thus aspiring to be a great king ? ” 
Aghriras replied : “ Why reproach and insult me thus ? Art 
thou not ashamed to accuse another of rebellious conduct ? 

Shame might have held thy tongue ; reprove not me 
In bitterness; God did not give thee power 
To injure man, and surely not thy kin.” 

AfrAsiyAb, enraged at this reproof, 

Replied by a foul deed—he grasped his swonl, 

And with remorseless fury riew nis brother 1 

• • • 

When intelligence of this cruel catastrophe came to ZAl’s 
ears, he exclaimed; “ Now indeed has the empire of AfriisiyJlb 
arrived at its crisis ; 

Yes, yes, the tyrant’s throne is tottering now, ‘ 

And past is all his glory,” 

Then Zill bound his loins in hostility against Afr.isiy{ib, and 
gathering together all his warriors, resolved upon t^' 
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" revenge for the death of Nauder, and expelling the tyrant from 
Persia. Neither Ttis nor Gugtahem being yet capable of 
sustaining the cares pnd duties of the throne, his anxiety was 
to obtain the assistance of some one of the race of Feridihn. 

The^e youths were for imperial rule unfit: 

A kwig of royal lineage and worth 
The state required, and none could he remembep 
Save Tahmasp's son, descended from the blood 
Of Feridiin. 


ZAU. 

At the time when Selim and Tiir Avere killed, Tahmasp, the 
son of Selim, fled from the country and took refuge in an 
island, where he died, and left a son named Zau. Zdl sent 
Kiirun, the son of Xdvah, attended by a proper escort, with 
overtures to Zau, who readily complied, and was under favour* 
able circumstances seated upon the throne : 

Speedily, in arms, 

He led his troops to Persia, fought, and won 
A kingdom, by his power and bravery— 

And happy was the day when princely Zau 
Was plac<^ upon that throne of sovereignty; 

All breathed their prayers upon his future reign, 

And o'er his head (the customary rite) 

Shower’d gold and jewels. 


When he had spbdued the countiy, he turned his arms 
against Afrdsiyib, who in consequence of losing the co-operation 
of the Persians, ^d not being in a state to encounter a 
superior forte, tKought it prudent to retreat, and return to his 
&ther. The reign of Zau lasted five years, after which he 
and was succeeded by his son Garshstsp. 


o 
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4 

Griii’sliilsp, wliilsfc in liis minority, being unacquainted •svitli 
the ailiiirs of government, abided in all thinga by the judgment 
and counscia of Zal. "When Afnisiysib arrived al Tiiran, his 
father was in great distress and anger on account of the in¬ 
human murder of Aghriras ; and so exceedingly did he grieve, 
that he would not endure ]\is presence. 


And when Afrilsiyub returned, his sire, 

Poslmnnr, in grief, refused to see his face. 

To him the day of hnppiiiess and joy 

Had been obscured hy the dark clouds of night; 

And thus he said : ‘'Why didst thou, why didst thou 
In })Ower supreme, without pretence of guilt, 

With thy own hand his pi'ccious life destroy ? 

AVhy hast thou slied tliy innocent brother’s blood? 

In tliis life thou art nothing now to me; 

Away, I must not see thy face again.'* 


. Afrasiyab continued offensive and des])icablo in the mind of 
his father till lie heard ^that (larshdsp was unequal to rale over 
Persia, and then thinking he could turn the warlike'spirit of 
Afnlsiyab to advantage, he forgiue the crime of his son. lie 
fortWitli collected an immense army, and sent him again to 
•effect the conqiicst of Inin, under the pretext of avenging the 
death of Selim and Tiir, 


Afrasiyab a mighty army raised, 

And jiassing plain and river, mountain liigh, 
• * And dcsert*wil(l. filled all the Persian realm 
With constcniati^j universal dread. 


The chief authorities OPSBBe' country applied to Zdl as their 
only remedy against the invasion of Afrasiydb. 


They Siild to ZAl, ’> How eany is the task ^ c , 
For thee to gi’asp the world—then, since thon capst 
AHord us succour, yield the blessing now; • 

For, lo I the King Afrdsiydb has come, 

In all his power and o^erwhehuiilg tpight,,** 


j, and 
,,oa 
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Zdl replied that -he had on this occasion appointed Rustem 
to command the army, and to (^pose the invasion of Afnlsiyah. 

And thus the warrior Zdl to Rustem spoke— 

“ Strong an elephant thou art, my son, 

Surpassing thy companions, and I now 
Foreivarn thee that a dLJlicult emprize, 

Hostile to case or sleep, demands tliy care. 

Tis true, of battles thou canst nothing know,, 

I>ut what am J to do ? This is no lime • 

For banquetting, and yet thy lips still breathe 
The scent of milk, a proof of infancy ; 

Tliy heart pants after gladness and the sweet 
Endearments of domestic life ; can I 
Xlicn send thee to the war to cope with heroes 
Burning with ^vTath and vengeance ? ’* Rnstein said,— 

“ Mistake me not, I have no wish, not 1, 

For soft endearments, nor domestic life, 

Nor home-felt joys. This chest, these nervous limbs, 

Denote far other objects of pursuit, 

Than a luxurious life of case and pleasure.” 

Zdil having taken great pains in the instruction of Rustem 
in warlike exercises, and the rules of battle, found infinite 
aptitude in the hoy, and his activity and skill seemed to be 
superior to his own. He thanked (}od for the comfort it gave 
him, and was glad. Then Rustem asked his father for a 
suitable mace; and seeing the huge wcaiion which was bjriie 
by the great. Sam, he took it np, and it answered his purpose 
e.xactly. ' * 

Wlicn the young hero saw the mace of Sam 
He smiled with pleasure, and his heart rejoiced ; 

And paying homage to his father Zal, 

The champion of the age, asked for a steed 

. Of coiTCsponding power, that he nyt^ht use 

That famous club with added force and vigour, 

Z)U shewed him all the horses in his possession, and Rustem 
tried many, hut found not one of sufficient strength to suit 
him. At last his eyes fell upon a mare followed by a foal of 
great promise, l^fyity, and strength.. 

Seeing that foal, whoso bright and glossy skin 
'Was dappled o’er, like blossoms of the rose 
a saffron lawn, Rustem prepared 
^ noose, and held it ready in his hand, 
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The gi’oom rcooininended him to secui'e the foal, as it Avas 
the offspring of Abrcsh, bom (Jf a Diw, or Demon, and called 
Rakush. The dam had killed several persons who attempted 
to seize her young one. 

Now Rusiem flings the noose, and suddenly ^ 
llitknsh secures. Meanwhile the furious mare • 

Attacl^s him, eager with her pointed teeth 
To crush his brain—but, stunned by his loud cry, 

* She stops in wonder. Then with clenched hand 
He smites her on the head and neck, and down 
iShc tumbles, struggling in the pangs of death. 


Rakush, however, though with the noose round his neck, 
was not so easily subdued; but kept dragging and pulling 
Rustem, as if by a tether, and it was a considerable time before 
the animal could be reduced to subjection. At last, Rustem 
thanked Heaven that he had obtained the very hoife he 
wanted. 

“ Now am I with my horse prepared to join 
The fleld of warriors 1 Thus the hero said, 

And placed the saddle on his charger. Z/il 
Beheld him with delight,—liis withered liciu t 
(Bowing with siiramcr freshness. Open then 
lie threw his treasury,—thoughtless of the past 
Or future—present joy absorbing all 
Jlis faculties, and thrilling every nerve. 

In a short time Zill sent Rustem with a prodigious army 
against Afri'isiyiib, and hvo days afterwards set off himself and 
joined his son. Afn'isiyah said, “ The son is but a boy, and the 
fa'ther'fs old; 1 shall have no difficulty in recovering flic 
empire of Peraia.” Those observations having reached Zill, 
he pondered deeply, considering that Garshilsp would not be 
able to contend against AfrslsiyAb, and that, no other prince of 
the race of Feridiin was known to be in existence. However, 
he dispatched people in every quarter to gather information on 
the subject, and at length Kai-kobiid was understood to be 
residing in obscurity on the mountain Alberz, distinguished for 
his wisdom and valour, and^his qualifications for the exorciso 
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sovereign power. ZsU theinfore recommended Rrisfccm to pro¬ 
ceed to Alb’crz, and bring him from his concealment. 

Thus ZAl Bustem spoke, “Go forth, my son, 

And speedily pcrfoi’m this pressing- duly, 

'J'o linger would be dangerous. Say to him, 
i The army is prepared—the throne is ready, 

And thou alone, of the Kaidnian race, 

Deemed fit for sovereign rule.* ” 

Kustem accordingly mounted Rakusli, and accompanied by a 
powerful force, pureued bis way towards the mountain AlbciY-; 
and though the road was infested by the troops of Afriisiyiib, 
he valiafttly overcame every difficulty that was opposed to his 
progress. On reaching the vicinity of Alberz, he observed a 
beautiful spot of ground studded with luxuriant trees, and 
watered by glittering rills. There too, sitting upon a throne, 
placed in the shade on the flowery margin of a stream, he 
saw a young man, surrounded by a company* of friends and 
attendants, and engaged at a gorgeous entertainment. Rustem, 
when he came near, was hospitably invited to partake of the 
feast; but this he declined, saying, that he was on an important 
mission to Alherz, which fo’diade the enjoyment of any pleasure 
till his task was accomplished ; in short, that he was in search 
of Kai-kohad : hut upon being told that he would there ruccive 
intelligence of him, he alighted and approached the hank of th^ 
stream where the company was assembled. The young man 
who was seated upon the golden throne took hold of the hand 
, of Rustem, and filling up a goblet with wine, gave another to 
ixis guest, and asked him at whose coniinaud or suggestion he 
in search of Kai-kohad. Rustem replied, that he was sent 
'.jj his father ZiU, and frankly commmiicatcd to him the special 
object ffiey had iu view. The young man,’delighted with the 
information, immediately discovered himself, acknowledged that 
he was Kai-kob^d, and then Rustem respectfully hailed him aa 
the soveihignfof Persia^ 

The banquet was resumed ugnin— 

' And, b.'U'k, the softlj warbled strain, 
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As haii> and flute, in union sweet, 

The voices of the singers meet. 

The black-eyed danAels now display 
Their art in many an amorous lay; 

And now the song is loud and dc^r, 
And speaks of llustcm’s welcome licvo. 

“ Tins is a day. a glorious day, 

That drives ungenial thoughts away; 
'riii.s is a day to make us glad, 

Since Rustem comes for Kai-kobad ; 

Q; let us pass our time in glee, 

And talk of Jemshid’a majesty, 

The pomp and glory of his reign, 

And still the sparkling goblet drain.— 
Come, Saki, fill the wiiic-cup high, 

And let not even its brim bo dry; 

For wine alone has power to part 
The rust of sorrow from the heart. 
Drink to the king, in merry mood, 
Since fortune smiles, and wine is good ; 
Quaffing red wine is better far 
1 han shedding blood in strife, or war ; 
Man is but dust, and wliy should he 
Become a fire of enmity ? 

Drink deep, all otlicr cares resign. 

For what can vie with niby wine ?" 


In this manner ran tlie song of tlio revellers. After which, 
and being rather merry with wine, Ivai-kobi'id told Rnstein of 
the ^ream that had induced him to descend from his place of 
reftige on Alberz, and to prepare a banquet on the occasion, 
lie dreamt the bight before that two white felcons from Persia 
placed a splendid crown upon his head, and this vision was in¬ 
terpreted by Rustem as symbolical of his father and himself, 
who at that moment were engaged in investing him witli 
kingly p'ower. The hero then solicited the young sovereign to 
hasten his departure for Persia, and preparations w'cro made 
without delay. They travelled night and day, and fell* in with 
several detachments of the enemy, w'hich were easily repulsed 
by the valour of Rustem. The fiercest attack proceeded from 
Kelun, one of Afrjisiyab’s warriors, near the confines of Persia, 
who in the encounter used his spear with great dexterity and 
address. 
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But Bnstem with his javelin soon transfixed 
The JTartar knight—who in^the eyes of all 
Looked like a spitted chicken—down he sunk, 

And all his soldiers fled in wild dismay. 

Then Rustem turned aside, and found a spot 
Where venjant meadows smiled, and streamlets flowed, 
Inviting weary Iravcllcrs to rest. 

Ther^ they awhile remained—and when the sun 
Wentwiown, and night had darkened all the sky, ' 

Tlie champion joyfully pursued his way, 

And brought the monarch to his father’s liousf?. 

—Seven days they sat in coinicil—on the eighth 
Young Kai-kobAd was crowned—and placed upon 
The ivory throne in presence of his warriors, 

Who all besought him to commence the war 
4gainst the Tartar prince, AfrasiyAb, 


kai-kobAd. 

Kai-kobild having been raised to the throne at a council of 
the warriors, and advised to oppose the jirogress of Afnlsiyab, 
immediately assembled his army. Miliriih, the ruler of Ksihul, 
was appointed to one wing, and Oustiihem to the other—the^ 
centre was given to Kdrun and Kisluvad, and Rubtem Avas placed 
in front, Z:ll with Kai-kohad remaining in the rear. The glo¬ 
rious standard of Kavah streamed upon the breeze. 

On the other side, Afrisiyslb prepared for battle, assjsted by 
liis heroes Akhtls, Wisali, Shimasas, and Gfersiwaz; and so great 
was the clamour and confusion which proceeded from both 
armies, that earth and sky seemed blended- together.^ The 
clattering of hoofs, the shrill roar of trumpets, the rattle of 


* The numerioi^ strength of tho Pci-sian and TUrdnuAn forces appeal's pro¬ 
digious on all occasions, but nothing -when compared with the army under 
^eraes at Thermopylie, which, with the mimcroua retinue of servants, 
eunuchs, and women that attended it, is s.aid to have amounted to no less 
7h;^ 5,283,226 souls. 
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brazen drams, and the vivid glittering of spear and shield, pro¬ 
duced iadcscribahle tumult aiifi. splendour. 

Ksirun was the first in action, and he brought many a hero 
to the^ground. He singled out Shimasjts; an^ after a desperate 
struggle, laid him breathless on the field. Eustem, stimulated 
by these exploits, requested his father, Zdl, to po’ht out Afn'i- 
siyab, that he .jnight encounter him; but Zal endejivoured to 
dissuadet him from so hopeless an effort, saying, 

“ My son, be wise, and peril not thyself ; 

Black is his banner, and his cuirass black— 

His limbs ai'c cased in iron—on his hcail 
He wears an iron helm—and high before him 
Floats the black ensign ; equal in his might 
To ten strong men, he never in one jdace 
llemains, but everywhere displays his power. 

The crocodile has in the rolling stream 
No safety; and a mountain, formed of steel, 

Even at the mention of Afrdsiyab, 

Melts into water. Then, beware of him.” 
llustom replied :—” Be not alarmed for me— 

My heart, my arm, my dagger, are my castle, 

And Heaven befriends mc—let him but appear, 

Dragon or Demon, and the field is mine.” 

Then Rustem vSliantly urged Eakush towards the Tiirslnian 
army, and called out aloud. As soon as Afrasiyah beheld him, 
he inquired who he could be, and he was told, “ This is Rustem, 
\hc son of ZdV. Scest thou not in his hand the battle-axe of 
Sam ? The youth has come in search of renown.” When the 
combatants closed, they struggled for some time together, and 
at length Rustem seized the girdle-belt of his antagonist, and 
threw him from his ssiddle. lie wished to drag the captive as 
a trophy to Kai-kobdd, that his first great victory might be 
reniemlxired, but .unfortunately the belt gave way, and Afi'si- 
siyab fell on the ground. Immediately the fallen chief was 
surrounded and rescued by his own warriors, but mot before 
Rustem had snatched off his crown, and cai'ined it away with 
the broken girdle which was left in his hand. And now a 
general engagement took place. Rustem being reinforced by 
the advance of the king, with ZAl and MihrAb at his aide,— 
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Both armies seemed so closely waging war, 

ThouVouldst have said,* tli§t they were mixed together. 

The earth shook with the tramping of the steeds, 

Battled the drivns; loud clamours from the troops 
Echoed around, and from the iron grasp 
Of warriorsf many a life was spent in air. 

With his huge mace, cow-hcaclcd, Bustera d^'cd 
The g^und with crimson—and wherever seen, 

Urging impatiently his fiery horse, 

Heads severed fell like withered leaves in autumn. 

If, brandishing his sword, he struck the head, • 

Horseman and steed were downward cleft in twain— 

And if his side-long blow was on tlic loins, 

The swoM passed tlu’ough, as easily as the blade 
Slices a cucumber. The blood of heroes 
Helugcd the plain. On that tremendous day, 

With sword and dagger, battle-axe and noose,! 

He cut, and tore, and broke, and bound the brave, 

Slaying and making captive. At one swoop 
More than a thousand fell by his own hand. 

Zdl beheld his sou with amazement and delight. The Timl- 
nians left the fire-worshippers in possession of the field, and 
retreated towards the Jihun with iwccipitatiou, not a sound of 
drum or trumpet denoting their track. After halting three 
days in a state of deep dejection and misery, they continued 
their retreat along the banks of the Jihun. The Persian army, 


* This mode of expression, so fi-equeiit in Firdausi, and which makes the 
reader a spectator of the scene described, is constantly Jto be met with iit 
Homer. Longinus has pointed out its peculiar force and beauty, and gives 
the following observations on the subject. “A very powerful dramatic cflicaoy 
arises from a change of persons, which f^qucntly makes the liearcr or reader 
imagine himself engaged in the midst of danger : 

** Tliou wouUlst have thought, so fnriouM«va8 their fiio J • • • 

No force could tame them, and no toil coy* ’ tii^e.” Iliad, xv. 844* 

And where the discourse is addressed to an individual; as in this example 

also • 

rftott ha^tlst not known with whom Tydides fought.” Iliad, v. 8fi. 

f Herodotus speaks of a people confederated with the army of Xerxes, who 
employed the noBse, ** Their principal dcpendanco in action is upon cords 
made of twisted leather, which they use in this manner ; when they engage an 
enemy, they throw out these cords, having a noose at the extremity; if they 
’entangle in them either horse or man, they without difficulty put them to 
Beloe's transl. Polymnia, Sec* 8^. 
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Upon the flight of the enemy, fell back with their prisoners of 
^Yar, and Eustcin was received by the king with distinguished 
honour. When Afrdsiyilb returned to his^fathelr, he communi¬ 
cated io him, with a heavy heart, the misfortunes of the battle, 
and the power that liad been arrayed against him, dwelling 
Avith wonder and admiration on the stupeudo^as valour of 
Rustem. 

% 

• Seeing my sable banner, 

He to the fight came like a crocodile, 

Thou wouldst have said his breath scorched up the plain ; 

JJe seized my girdle with such mighty force 
As if he would have tom my joints asunder ; 

And raised me from my saddle—that I seemed 
An insect in his grasp—but presently 
The golden giidlc broke, and down I fell 
Ingloriously upon the iluaty ground ; 

But I was rescued by my warrior train ! 

Thou kiiowcst my valour, how my nerves arc strung, 

And may conceive the wondrous strength, which thus 
Sunk me to nothing. Iron is his frame, 

And marvellous his power; peace, peace, alone 
Can save us and our country from destruction. 


Poshang, considering the luckless state of affaim, and the 
Rjss of BO many valiant warriors, thought it prudent to ac- 
quiegee in the wishes of Afrilsiyab, and sue lor peace. To this 
end Wisah Avas iiitrustod Avitli magnificent presents, and the 
overtures AA’liicIi in suhsLance ran thus :—“Miiiuchihr AYas re¬ 
venged upon Ti’ir and Selim for the death of Irij. Afrjlsiyslb 
again has revenged their death upon Niluder, the son of 
Minuchiljr, and noAV Rustem has conquered Afrasiyiib. But 
why should we any longer keep the Avorld in confusion—Why 
should Avc not be satisfied Avith Avhat Feridun, in his wisdom, 
decreed ? Continue in the empire Avhich he appropriated to 
Irij, and let the Jihiin be the boundaiy betAveeu us, for are we 
not connected by blood, and of one. family ? Let omr kingdoms 
bo gladdened with the blessings of peace.” 

When these proposals of peace reached EaLkohdd, the fol¬ 
lowing answer was returned; • . " 

>ide,— 
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** Well dost thou know that I was not the first 
To wage this war- Fiom Tiir, thy ancestor, 

The strife began. Bcthink*thec how he slew 
The gentle Irij—his own brother;—how, 

Tn these our ddys, thy son, AfrAsiyAb, 

Crossing tl^ Jihiln, with a numerous force 
Invsiclccl Persia—think how Nauder died ! 

Not iji the field of battle, like a hero, 

But Murtlered by thy son—who, ever cruel, 

Afterwards stabbed his brother, young Aghriras, 

8u deeply mourned by thee. Yet do I thirst Tu>t 
For vengeance, or for strife. I yield the realm 
Beyond the Jihiin—let that river be 
The boundary between us ; but thy son, 

AfrAsiyd)>, must take liis solemn oath 

? evcr to cross that limit, or disturb 
he Pci'siaii throne again ; thus pledged, 1 grant 
The peace solicited.'* 

The messenj^or without dolay conveyed this welcome intelli¬ 
gence t® Poshang, and the Turanian arjuy was in consequence 
immediately withdrawn within the prescri))ed line of division, 
llustem, hoAVCVer, expostulated with the king against making 
peace at a time the most ad\'antageous for war, and especially 
•when he had just commenced his victorious career ; but Kai- 
kobad thought diltercutly, and considered nothing equal to 
justice and tranquillity. Peace was accordingly concluded, and 
upon Rustem and Zal he conferred tlie highest honoiu’s, ajid 
his other warriors engaged in tiic late conflict also experienced 
the effects of his bounty and gratitude in an eminent degree. 

Kai-kobild then moved towards Persia, and establishing his 
throne at Istakhar,* he administered the allairs of his govern¬ 
ment with admirable benevolence and clemency, and wdth ua- 


* Ifstakhar, also called Persopolis, and Cheliel-mlnar, or the Forty Pillars. 
This city was said to have been laid in ruins by Alcxaiidcf after the conquest 
or Darius ; that, • 

Thais led the way, 

And like another Helen llrcd another Troy. 

^ Dayukn, Alex. Feast. 

But thiBi fdr tbo credit of Alexander, does not appear to be the fact. M. 
has shown that the dcstructioii of this renowned city was owing^ long 
to the fanatic Aiaba, 
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ceasing solicitude for the welfare of his subjects. In his eyes 
every one had an equal clajm to consideration* and justice. 
The strong had no poAver to oppress the weak. After lie had 
continued ten years at Istakhar, building towns and citieg, and 
diffusing improvement and happiness over the land, he removed 
his throne into Inin. TIis reign lasted one ljundred years, 
. Avhich Avere passed in the continual exercise of the most princely 
virtues^ and the most munificent lihonility. He had four sons: 
Kai-ktius, Arish, Poshin, and Aramin ; and Avhen the period of 
•his dissolution drCAV nigh, he solemnly enjoined the oldest, Avhom 
he appointed his successor, to pursue steadily the path of in¬ 
tegrity and justice, and to be kind and merciful in the admini¬ 
stration of the empire left to his charge. 


kai-kAOs. 

rr “ t r 

« * 

was a foohah tyranoical prince. Ue amioS P . ‘o Firdansi ho 

arm.ea, to which the lieutenant-ge„SS iS'n “ captein^-cneral of the 
state was annexe.1, under the title of » ^ of the 

gave him a taj, or’ crown of g5?whieh W onT 
and granted him the privilem »oou&tonied to wear 

It is said that ®"®®, on a throne of goW. ' 

and that he founded two great observatories, ffc the study of astronomy, 
on the Kgri.,. Perhaps hCpuSondn^fojL?* t«*o other 

to the fiible of his aerial exeSn 
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upon himself as superior to every being upon the face of the 
earth, and thus astonished the people, high and low, by his 
extravaganco'aiid pride. 

One day a Demon, disguised as a musician, waited upon the 
monarch, and playing sweetly on his harp, sung a song in praise 
of Mdzinderdn\ 


And thus he warbled to the king— 

“ Mdzindcrdn is the bower of spring, 

My native home; the balmy air 
Diffuses health and fragrance there ; 
vSo tempered is the genial glow, 

Nor heat nor cold we ever know; 

Tulips and hyacinths abound 
On every lawn ; and all around 
Blooms like a garden in its prime, 

Fostered by that delicious clime. 

The bulbul sits on every spray, 

And pours his soft melodious lay; 

Each rural spot its sweets discloses, 

Each streamlet is the dew of roses; 

And damsels, idols of the heart, 

Sustain a more bewitching part. 

And mark me, that untravclled man 
Who never saw Mdzinderun, 

And all the charms its bowers possess, 

Has never tasted happiness I ** 

No sooner had Kai-kaiis heard this description of the couBj;iy 
of Mdzinderdn than he determined to lead an army thither, 
declaring to his warriors that the splendour and glory of his 
reign should exceed that of either Jemshid, Zohtlk, or Kai- 
koMd. The wairiors however were alarmed at this precipitate 
resolution, thinking it certain destruction to make war^against 
the Demons ; but they had not courage or confidence enough 
to disclose their real sentiments. They only ventured to 
suggest, tliat if his majesty reflected a little on the subject, he 
might not ultimately consider the enterprize so advisable as he 
had at first ima^ned. But this produced no impression, and 
they then deemSd it expedient to despatch a messenger to Zil, 
to inform him of the wild notions wMch the Evil One had put 
^*S<i^the head of Kai-kius to effect his ruin, imploring to 
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nllow of no delay, otherwise the eminent services so lately per¬ 
formed by him and Rustem <for the state would be rendered 
utterly useless and vain. Upon this ^summonsj ZjU imme¬ 
diately set off from SisUn to Iran ; and having amved at the 
royal court, and been received with customary respect and con¬ 
sideration, he endeavoured to dissuade the king^*from the con¬ 
templated expedition into Milzinderau. 

t 

• 

“ 0, could I wash the darkness from thy mind. 

And show thee nil the perils that surround 
This undertaking ! Jemshtd, liigh in ]io\ver, 

AVhose diadem was brilliant as the sun. 

Who ruled the demons—never in his pride 
Dreamt of tlic cf)iiquest of MAzinderdn I 
Remember Foriddn, he overthrew 
Z(j}iak—destroyed the lyraiit, but he never 
Thought of tlic conquest of MAzinclcvAn ! 

This strange ambition never fired the souls 
Of by-gone inouarchs—mighty MinVichihr, 

Always victojious, boundless in his ’wealth, 

Nor Zau, nor Nauder, nor even Kai-kobiul, 

Witli all their pomp, and all their gi'aiidetir, ever 
Dreamt of tlic conquest of MAziadcrdii! 

It is the place of deinou-sorccrcrs, 

And all enchanted. Swords are useless there, 

Nor bribery nor wisdom can obtain 
Possession of that chann-dcfended land. 

Then throw not men aiul treasure to tlie ’winds ; 

Waste not the precious blood of wai'riors brave, 

In trying to suWue MfcindcrAn ! ” 

> 

Kai-kiiiis, however, was not to he diverted from his piirpose; 
and with respect to what his predecessors had not done, he 
considered himself superior in might and influence to cither 
Feridun, Jemshid, Miuiichihr, or Kai-kobiid, who had never 
aspired to the conquest of Mdzindcriln. He further observed, 
thaWio had a holder heart, a larger army, and a fuller treasurv 
iiitm any of them, and the whole world was.under his sway. 

And what are a^Jipse Demon-ohanns, 

That they cxc M B lte fc dread alarms If. „ 

What is a Deil^pP"^ ^ lue, 

Their magic sM^and sorcery ? 

One effort, and tim field is won; 

Then why should 1 the battle shun 7 
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Bo thou and Bustem (whilst afar 
• I wage the sonl-appailing war), 

The guardians of the kingdom ; Ilcavcn 
To mo hii^h its protection given ; 

And, when I reach the Demon's fort, 
Tiieii’iBCvcred heads shall be my sport 1 


When Ziil ftccamc convinced of the unalterable resolution of 
Kai-kaiis, he ceased to oppose his views, and, expressed his 
readiness to comply with ivhatever commands he might*receive 
for the safety of the state. 

May all thy actions prosper—m.ayst lliou never 
.Tfave cause to recollect my warning voice. 

With sorrow or rejjentance. Heaven protect thee I 


ZtU then took leave of the king and his warrior friends, and 
returned to Sistan, not without melancholy forebodings respect¬ 
ing th^ issue of the war against Mazinderati. 

As soon as morning dawned, tbc army was put in motion. 
The charge of the empire, and the keys of the treasmy and 
jewel-chamber were left in the hands of Milad, with injunc¬ 
tions, however, not to draw a sword against any enemy that 
might spring up, without ^he consent and assistance of Zal 
and Rnstem. When the army had arrived wdthin the limits 
of Mdzinderan, Kai-kdds ordered Giw to select two thousand 
of the bravest men, the boldest wdcldcrs of the hattlc-axc, and 
proceed rapidly tow'urds the city.' In his progress, according 
to the king’s instructions, he burnt and destroyed every thing 
of value, mercilessly slaying man, woman, and child. I’m’ the 
king said: 


Kill all before thee, whether young or old, 

And turn their day to night; thus free the world 
From the magician’s art. 


Proceeding in his career of desolation and ruin, Glw came 
near to the city^ rfhd found it arrayed in all the splendour of 
heaven ; every street was crowded with beautiful women, richly 
« 4 l^ned, and young damsels with faces as bright as the moon. 
^She^tj^uri^-ch^be}: |W1 of* gold and jewels, and the 
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country abounded with cattle. Information of this discovery' 
was immediately sent to Kai<k!lus, who was delighted to find 
that Mazinderan was truly a blessed region, the very garden 
of beauty, where the cheeks of the women seemed to be tinted 
with the hue of the pomegranate fiower, b/ the gate-keeper of 

Paradise. t 

• • 

This invasion filled the heart of the kinff of Mdzinderiin 
with gr;cf and'alarm, and his first care was to call the gigantic 
White Demon to his aid. Meanwhile Kai-kaiia, full of the 
wildest anticipations of victory, was encamped on the plain 
near the city in splendid state, and preparing to commence the 
final overthrow of the enemy on the following day. In the 
night, however, a cloud came, and deep darkness like pitch 
overspread the earth, and tremendous hail-stones poured down 
upon the Persian host, throwing them into the greatest con¬ 
fusion. Thousands were destroyed, others fled, and were scat¬ 
tered abroad in the gloom. The morning dawned, but it 
brought no light to the eyes of Kai-kdiis; and amidst the 
horrors he experienced, his treasury was captured, and the 
soldiers of his army either killed or made prisoners of war. 
Then did he bitterly lament that he had not followed the wise 
counsel of Zal. Seven days he was involved in this dreadful 
affliction, and on the eighth day he heard the roar of the White 
Demon, saying: 

• 

0 king, thou art the willow-tree, all barren, 

With neither fruit, nor flower. What could induce 
The dixiam of conquering Mdzinderdn ? 

Jtadst thou no friend to warn thee of thy folly ? 

Hadst thou not ncard of the Whit^Ijlpmon's powei^ 

Of him, who from the gorgeous Heaven 

Can charm the stars ? From this mad enterprise 
Others have wisely shrunk—and what hast thou 
Accomplished by a more ambitious coursed 
Thy soldiers have slain many, dire destruction 
And spoil have been their purpose—thy wild will 
Has promptly been obeyed ; but thou art iR>w 
Without an army, not one man remains 
To lift a sword, or stand in thy defence; 

Not one to hear thy groans and thy des^ir.'* 
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There were selected from the army twelve thousand of the 
demon-waiTiDrs, to take charg® of and hold in eustody the 
Ii'ilnian captives, all the chiefs, as well as the soldiers, being 
secured with bonds, and only allowed food enough to keep’them 
alive. Arzang, onb of the demon-leaders, having got ix)sscssiou 
of the wealth, the crown and jewels, belonging to Kai-kaiis, 
was ai)pointca to escort the captive king and his troops, all 
of whom were deprived of sight, to the city of Mazindcrin, 
where they were delivered into the hands of the monarch of 
that country. The White Demon, after thus putting an end to 
hostilities, returned to his own abode. 

Kai-kalis, strictly guarded as he was, found an opportunity 
of sending an account of his blind and helpless condition to 
Zsll, in which he lamented that he had not followed his advice, 
and urgently requested him, if he was not himself in confine¬ 
ment, fo come to his assistance, and release him from captivity. 
When Zal heard the melancholy story, he gnawed the very skin 
of his body with vexation, and turning to llustem, conferred 
with him in private. 

“ The swopcl must be unsheathed, since Kai-kAi^s 
Is bound a captive in the dragon’s den, 

And Bakush must be saddled for the hold, 

And thou must bear the weight of this emprize ; 

For I haA'^e lived two centuries, and old ago 
Unfits me for the heavy toils of war. 

Should’st thou release the king, thy name will bo 
Exalted o’er the earth.—Then don thy mail, 

And gain immortal honour,” 

Rustem replied that it was a long joijmey to Mizi»derini 
and that the king had been six months on the road. Upon 
this Z4l observed that there were two roads—the most tedious 
one was that which Rai-kdus had taken; but by the other, 
which was full of dangers and difficulty, and lions, and demons, 
and sorcery, he might reach MdzinderAn in seven days, if ho 
reached it at all. * 

On hearing these words Rustem assented, and chose the 
road, observing: 

■ tt 
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“ Although it ifi not wise, they say, 

With willing feet Jo track the way 
To hell; though only men who’ve lost, 

All love of life, by misery crossed, 

Would rush into the tiger’s lairj^ 

And (lie, poor reckless victims, there; 

I gird my loins, whate’er may be, 

And trust in God for victory." 

a 

On the following day, resigning himself to the protection of 
Heaven, he put on his war attire, and with his favourite horse, 
JRakush, properly caparisoned, stood prepared for the journey. 
His mother, Riidjlbeh, took leave of him with great soitow ; 
and the young hero departed from SisUln, consoling himself 
and his friends, thus : 

“ O’er him who seeks the battle-field, 

Nobly his prisoned king to fi’oc, 

Heaven will extend its saving shield, 

And crown his aims with victory." 


The HEFT-KHAN ; oe, SEVEN LABOURS op 

RUSTEM. 

4 

First Stage. —He rapidly pursued his way, performing ^ .0 
days’ journey in one, and soon came to a forest full of Wild 
asses..»Oppressed with hanger, he succeeded in securing one of 
them, which he roasted over a fire, lighted by sparks produced 
by striking the point of his spear, and kept in a „ blaze with 
dried grass and branches of trees. After regaling Umself, and 
satisfying his hunger, he loosened the bridle of Bakush, and 
allowed him to graze; and choosing a safe place for repose 
faring the night, and taking care to have his sword under his 
head, he went to sleep among the reeds of that wildemera.' In 
^ short space a fierce hon ^peared^ and attacked ^Bakusb yrith 
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grfeafc violenpe ; but Eakush very speedily with his teeth and 
heels put an end to his furious assailant. Rustem, awakened 
by the confusion, and seeing the dead lion before him, said to 
his favourite companion :— 

‘\A.h I Rakush,* why so thoughtless grown, 

To fight a lion thus alone; 

For had it been thy fate to bleed, 

And not Lhy foe, my gallant steed I 
How could thy master have conveyed 
His helm, and battle-axe, and blade, 

Kamund, and bow, and buberydii, 

Unaided, to Mazinderaii 1 

Why didst thou fail to give tlic alarm, 

And save thyself from chance of harm, 

By neighing loudly in my car; 

But though thy bold heart knows no fear, 

From such unwise exploits refrain, 

Nor tiy a lion’s strength again.” 

Saying this, Rustem laid down to sleep, and did not awake 
till the morning dawned. As the sun rose, he remounted 
Rakush, and proceeded on his journey towards Mazindenln. 


* Though Rakush was a model of intelligence and sagacity, he could not 
Bi)eak, like Xanthus and Balius, the two horses of Achilles ! The former, 
prophesied the doom of his ma^itcr. Tlierc is nothing therefore extravagant in 
Rustem addressing his horse so familiarly. 

“Wo may bo assured, says Cowper, that it was customary for the Gtreeks 
occasionally to harangue their hoi'scs, for Homer was a ijoot too attentive to 
nature, to introduce speeches that would have appeared strange to his country¬ 
men. Hector addresses his Itor&es in the eighth book, and Antilochiis, in tlio 
chariot race, whose horses were not only of terrestrial origin, but tlie slowest 
iir the camp of Greece. That AcbiJlcs, then, should have spoken t<^his steeds, 
is not surprising, seeing that they were of celestiaf seed.” * 

Aristotle and Pliny, write that tlicse animals often deplore their masters 
lost in battle, and have shed tears for them—and Ailian relates the same of 
elephants, who, like the Swiss, overcome with the imladie du weep in 
far-off captivity to think of their native forests. Suetonius, in the life of 
Cmsar, tells us that several horses which, at the passage of the Rubicon, bad 
been consecrated to Mai-a, and turned loose on the banks, were observed some 
days after tq al»t%iiisfrom feeding, and to weep abundantly. Virgil knew idl 
this, and covdd not, therefore, forbear copying this beautiful cii'cumstanco 14 
^08^ fine Unes on the horse of Fallas : 

Post Bellator equus, posltls Inslgnibus, ^thon 
' It laoymans, humaotat |^^4fbu8 ora.—xl. 89, 

‘ H 2 
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Second Stage.— After travelling rapidly for some time, he 
entered a desert, in which no ^ater was to be found, and the 
sand was so burning hot, that it seeme(\ to he instinct with 
fire. Iloth horse and rider were oppressed with the Diost 
maddening thirst. Rustem alighted, and vainly wandered 
about in si^u’ch of relief, till almost exhausted, ^le put up a 
prayer to Heaven for protection against the evils which 
suiTounded hiifi, engaged as he was in an enterprize for the 
release of Kai-kiiiis and the Peraian army, then in the power of 
the demons. Witli pious earnestness he besought the Almighty 
to bless him in the great work; and whilst in a despairing 
mood he was lamenting his deplorable condition, his tongne 
and throat being parched with thirst, his body prostrate on the 
sand, under the influence of a raging sun, he saw a sheep pass 
by, w’hich he hailed as the harbinger of good. Rising up and 
grasping his sword in his hand, he followed the animal, and 
came to a fountain of water, where he devoutly returned thanks 
to God for the blessing which had preserved his existence, and 
prevented the wolves from feeding on his lifeless limbs. Re¬ 
freshed by the cool water, he then looked out for something to 
allay his hunger, and killing a gor, he lighted a fire and roasted 
it, and regaled upon its savoury flesh, which he eagerly tore 
from* the bones. 

When the period of rest arrived, Rustem addressed Rakush, 
and said to him angrily;— 

“ Beware, my steed, of future strife. 

Again thou must not risk thy life; 

Encounter not with lion fell, 

Nor demon still more terrible ; 

Ilut should an enemy appear, 

King loud the warning in my ear,’ 

b 

After delivering these injunctions, Rustem laid down to 
sleep, leaving Rakush unbridled, and at lil:]|er^ to crop the 
herbage close by. 

Third Stage. —At midnight a monstrous dragon-serpent 
issued from the for .t} it was eighty yards in length, and so" 
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fierce, that neither elephant, nor demon, nor lion, ever ventured 
to pass by its lair. It came &rth, and seeing the champion 
asleep, and a horse pear him, the latter was the first object of 
attadk. But Ral^ish retired towards his master, and neighed 
and beat the ground so furiously, that Rustem soon awoke; 
looking rondd bn every side, however, he saw nothing—the 
dragon had vanished, and he went to sleep agfiin. Again the' 
dragon burst out of the thick darkness, and again Rakush was 
at the pillow of his master, who rose up at the alarm: but 
anxiously trying to penetrate the dreaiy gloom, he saw nothing 
—all was a blank ; and annoyed at this apparently vexatious 
conduct in his horse, he spoke sharply :— 


Why thus a^ain distui’b my rest, 

When sleep had softly sootlied my breast ? 
jt. told thee, if tliou chanced to see 
Another dangerous enemy, 

To sound the alarm ; but not to keep 
Depriving me of needful sleep ; 

When nothing meets the eye nor car, 
Nothing to cause a moment's fear I 
But if again my rest is broke, 

On thee shall fall the fatal stroke, 

And I myself will drag this load 
Of ponderous arm along the road ; 

Yes, I will go, a lonely man, 

Without thee, to Mazindcnln.” 


Rustem again went to sleep, and Rakush was resolved this 
time not to move a step from his side, for his heart was grie^•cd 
and afflicted by the harsh words that had been addressed to 
him. The dragon again appeared, and the faithful horse 
almost tore up the earth with his heels, to rouse his sleeping 
master. Rustem again awoke, and sprang to his feet, and was 
again angry ; but fortunately at that moment sufficient light 
was providentially‘given for him to see the prodigious cause of 
alarm. 

• 

Then swift he drew his sword, and closed in strife 
With that huge mopster.—Dreadful was the shock 
And^pc^loos to Bustem; but when Bakush 
PercetTed the contest doubtful,^urionslyi 
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With his keen teeth, he bit and tore away 
The dragon’s scaly hide; whilst quick as thought* 
The Champion severed of? the ghastly head, 

And deluged all the plain with horrid blood. 
Amazed to sec a form so hideous 
Breathless stretched out before him, he rctfiriied 
Thanks to the Omnipotent for his success, 

Saying—“ Upheld by thy protecting arm, 

What is a lion’s strength, a demon’s rage, 

Or all the horrors of the burniug desert, 

With not one drop to quench devouring thirst? 
Nothing, since power and might proceed from Thee. 


FoURTff Stagk. —Rustem liaving resumed the saddle, con¬ 
tinued Jiis journey 'througli «in enchanted territoiy, and in the 
evening came to a beautifully green spot, refreshed by flowing 
rivulets, where he found, to his surprise, a ready-roasted deer, 
and some bread and ssilt. lie aliglitcd, and sat down near the 
enchanted provisions, which vanished at the sound of his voice, 
and presently a tambourine met his eyes, and a flask of wine. 
Taking up the instrument he played upon it, and chaunted a 
ditty about his own wanderings, and the exploits which he 
most loved. He said that he had no pleasure in banquets, but 
only in the field figlit’ug with heroes and crocodiles in war. 
The soug ha]ipened .0 j’oach the cars of a sorceress, who, 
aiTsIycd in all the charms of beauty, suddenly approached him, 
and sat down by his side. The champion put up a prayer of 
gratitude for having been sujiplied with food and wine, and 
music, in the desert of Milzindcran, and not knowing that the 
enchantress was a demon in disguise, he placed in her hands a 
enp ohsvine in the name of God ; but at the mention of the 
Creator, the enchanted form was converted into a black fiend. 
Seeing this, Rustem threw hiskamund, and scom’ed the demon; 
and, drawing his sword, at once cut the body in two J 

Fifth Stage. 

From thence proceeding onward, he approached 
A region destitute of light, a void 
Of utter darkness. NcUher moon nor star 
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Peep’d through the gloom; no choioe of path remained, 
And therefore, throwing loose the rein, he gave 
Bakush the power to trave* on, ungflided. 

At length the darkness was dispersed, the earth 
Became a scene, joyous and light, and gay, 

Covered with waving corn—there Bustem paused, 

And quitting his good steed among the grass, 

Laid himself gently down, and, wearied, slept; 

His Shield beneath his head, his sword before hiixk 


When the keeper of the forest first saw the stranger and his 
horse, he went to. Rustem, then asleep, and struck his staff 
violently on the ground, and liaving thus awakened the liero, 
he aslced him, devil tliat he was, wliy Ix) had allowed his horse 
to feed upon the green corn-field. Angry at these words, 
Rustem, without uttering a syllable, seized hold of the keeper 
by the ears, and wrung them off. The mutilated wretch, 
gathfiring up his severed ears, hurried away, covered with 
blood, to his master, AiiUd, and told him of the injury he had 
sustained from a man like a black demon, with a tiger-skin 
cuirass and an iron helmet; showing at the same time the 
bleeding witnesses of his sufferings. Upon being informed of 
this outrageous proceeding, .AAldd, burning with wrath, sum¬ 
moned together his fighting men, and hastened by the directions 
of the keeper to the place where Rustem had been found .Tiplcep. 
The champion received the angry lord of the land, fully pre¬ 
pared, on horseback, and heard him demand his name, that ho 
might not slay a worthless antagonist, and why he had torn off 
the ears of his forest-keeper I Rustem replied that the very 
sound of his name would make him shudder wi|(h ho^or 
Allied then ordered his troops to attack Rustem, and they 
rushed upon him with great fury; but their leader was 
presently killed by the master-hand, and great numbers were 
also scattered lifeless over the plain. The survivors running 
away, Rustem’s next object was to follow suid secure, by his 
kamund; the ^xJhion of Aul^, and with admirable address and 
ingenuity, he succeeded in dismounting him and taking him 
. alive. Ebs then bound his bands, and said to him :— 
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“ If thou wilt speak the truth unmixcd with lies, 
Unniixed with false prevaricating words, 

And faithfully point out to me the caves 
Of the White Demon and his wai'rior chiefs— 

And where KdiSs is prisoned—^thy reward 
Shall he the kingdom of Mdsciiielerdn ; , 

For I, myself, will place thee on that throne. 

But if thou play'st rie false—thy w’orthless bloqd 
Shall answer for the foul deception,” ' 

“ Stay, 

Be nothin wrath,” AdlM at once re])lied,— 

Thy wish shall he fulfilled—and thou shalt know 
AVlicrc king KAhs is prisoned—and, beside, 

Wbcrc the White Demon reigns. Between two dark 
And lofty mountains, in two hundred caves 
IminoasLirahly deep, his peo})]c clwoll. 

Twelve hundred Demons keep the "watch by night 
Upon the mounUiin’s brow ;—their chiefs, Pulad, 

And Bald, and Sinja. Like a reed, the hills 
Tj cmble whenever the White Demon moves. 

But dangerous is the way. A stony desert 
Lies full before thee, which the nimble deer 
lias never passed. Then a prodigious stream 
Two farsangs wude obstructs thy pxth, whose banks 
Arc covered W'ith a host of warrior-Dcmons, 

Guarding the passage to iMazinderdn ; 

And thou art but a single man—canst thou 
O’crconie such fearful obstacles as these? 

At this the Clian pion smiled. “ Shew but the way, 
And thou shalt s what one man can perform, 

With pow'cr derived from God I Lead on, with speed, 
To royal KAtSs.” With obedient haste 
Aubid ])rocecdcd, Uustem following Fast, 

Mounted on Rakiish. Neither dismal night 
Nor joyous day they rested—on they went 
Until at length they reached the fatal field, 

Where Kaus was o’crcomc. At midnight hour, 

Whilst watching vvitli attentive eye and car, 

A piercing clamour echoed all around, 

Ajid blazing fircs^wcTO scon, and miTuorous lamps 
‘Burnt bright on every side. Buslem inquired 
What this niielil bo. “ It is Mdzinderdn,” 

AulAd T(‘juined, “and the White Demon's chiefs 
Arc gathered there. Then Rustem to a tree 
Bound his obedient guide—to keep him saf6, 

And to recruit his strength, laid down awhile 
And soundly slept. 

When morning dawned, be rdse, 

And mounting Raknsh, put his helmet on, 

The tiger-skin defended his broad chest, 

And sallying forth, he sought the Demon chiefs 
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Arzang, and sommoned him with such a ronr 
That stream and mountaij^ shook. Arzang sprang up, 
Hearing a human roice, and from his tent 
Indignant issued—him the champion met, 

And clutched his arms and cars, and from his body 
Tore off the gory head, and cast it far 
Amidst tfte shuddering Demons, who with fear 
Shrunk back and fled, precipitate, lest they 
Shc^ild likewise feel that dreadful punishment. * 


Sixth Stage.— After this achievement Rustem returned to 
the place where he had left Aiilsld, and having released him, 
sat down under the tree and related wliat he had done. He 
then commanded his guide to shew the way to the place where 
Kai-ktiiis was confined ; and when the champion entered the 
city of Milzindcrsln, the neighing of Raknsh was so loud that 
the sound distinctly reached the ears of the captive monarch. 
Kaiis^cjoiced, and said to his people ; “ I have heard the voice 
of Rakush, and my misfortunes arc at an end;" hut they 
thought he was cither insane or telling them a dream. The 
actual appearance of Rustem, however, soon satisfied them. 
Giidarz, and Tus, and Bahram, and Giw, and G iistahcm, were 
delighted to meet him, and the king embraced him with great 
warmth and affection, and heard from him with admiration the 
story of his wonderful progress and exploits. But Kalis ,and 
his warriors, under the influence and spells of the Demons, 
were still blind, and he cautioned Rustem particularly to con¬ 
ceal Rakush from the sight of the sorcerers, for if the White 
Demon should hear of the slaughter of Arzang, and the 
conqueror feeing at Miizindeniii, he would immediately ^emble 
an overpowering army of Demons, and tile consequences might 
he tcrrfble. 

But thov must storm the cavern of the Demons 
And their gigantic chief—great need there is 
For swoid and battle-axe—and with the aid 
pf these miscreant sorcerers may fall 

Victims to thy avenging might. The road 
Is straight before thee—reach the Seven Mountains, 

And there thou wilt discern the various groups, 

Which guard the awful passage. Further on, 
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Within a deep and horrible rccesa, 

Frowns the White Dem^—conquer him—destroy 
That fell magician, and restore to sight 
Thy sutfering king, and all his warrior train. 

The wise in cures declare, that the warm blood 
From the White Demon’s heart, dropped in the eye, 
Removes all blindness—it is, then, my hfcpe, 
Favoured by God, that thou wilt slay the ficn(L 
A».id save us from the misery wc endure, « 

The misery of darkness without end/* 


Rustem accordingly, after having warned his friends and 
companions in arms to keep on the alert, prepared for the 
enterprise, and guided by Adhld, humed on till he came to 
the Haft-koh, or Seven Mountains. There he found numerous 
companies of Demons ; and coming to one of the caverns, saw 
it crowded with the same awful beings. And now consulting 
with Aultid, he was informed that the most advantageoi|s time 
for attack Avould be when the sun became hot, for then all the 
Demons were accustomed to go to sleep, with the exception of 
a very small number wlio were appointed to keep watch. He 
therefore waited till the sun rose high in the firmament; and 
as soon as he had bound Aulad to a tree hand and foot, with 
the thongs of his kainnml, drew his sword, and rushed among 
the prostrate Demons, d' uembering and slaying all that lell 
in his way. Dreadful was the carnage, and those who survived 
fled in the wildest terror from the champion’s iury. 

Skvkntu Stage. —Rustem now hastened forward to encounter 
the White Demon. 

Advancing to the cavern, he looked down 
' ‘And saw a gloomy place, dismal as liell; 

But not one cursed, impious sorcerer 
Was visible in that infernal depth. 

A^vhile ho stood—his falchion in his grasp, 

And rubbed his eyes to sharpen his dim sight, 

And then a moimtaiTi-form, covered with hair, 

Filling up all the space, rose into view. 

The monster was asleep, but presently ^ 

The daring shouts of Itustem oroke his rest, ^ 

And brought him suddenly upon his feet, 

When seizing a huge mill-stone, forth he camei 
And thus accosted the intruding chief: 
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Art thou so tired of life, that reckless thus 
Thou dost invade the precinq^s of the Demons? 

Tell me thy name, that I may not destroy 
A nameless thing I ” The champion stern replied, 

“ My name is Rustem—sent by ZAl, my father, 

DcRCcnded fwm the champion BAin Sdwdr, 

To be reven^d on thee—the King of Persia 
Being now a prisoner in Mdzinderdn.” 

When the accuratid Demon heard the name 
Of SAm SiiwAr, he, like a serpent, writhed 
In agony of spirit; terrified 

At tiiat announcement—then, recovering strength, 

He forward sprang, and hurled the inill-stone liuge 
Against his adversary, who fell back 
And disappointed tlic i)rodigiouR blow. 

Black frowned the Demon, and through Rustem’s heart 
A wild sensation ran of dire alarm ; 

But, rousing up, his courage was revived, 

And wielding furiously his beaming sword, 

He pierced the Demon’s thigh, and lopped the limb ; 

^ Then both together grappletl, and the cavern 
' Shook with the contest—cacli, at times, prevailed ; 

The flesh of both was torn, and btreaming blood 
Crimsoned the earth. “ If I survive this day,” 

Said Rustem in his heart, in that dread strife, 

“ My life must be immortal.’* The White Demon, 

With equal terror, muttered to himself: 

“ I now despair of life—sweet life ; no more 
Shall I be welcomed at MAzinderdn.” 

And still they struggled hard—still sweat nnd blood 
Poured down at every strain. Rustem, at last, 

Gathering fresh power, vouchsafed by favouring Heaven 
And bringing all his might}’' strengtli to boar, 

Raised up the gasping Demon in his arms, 

And with such fury dashed him to tlic gVouiid, 

That life no longer moved his monstrous frame. 

Promptly he then tore out the recking heart, 

And crowds of demons simultaneous fell 
As part of him, and stained the earth with gore ; 

Others who saw this signal overthrow,# 

Trembled, and hurried from the scene of blood] 

Then the great victor, issuing from that cave 
With pious haste—took oif his helm, and mail, 

And royal girdle—and with water washed 
His face andf body—choosing a pure place 
For prayer—to praise his Maker—Him who gave 
The victor^L the eternal source of good ; 

Without whose grace and blessing, what is man I 
With it his armour is impregnable. 

The Oha^iovi having finished .his prayer, resumed his war 



108 


THE SHAH NAMEH. 


r 


habiliments, and going to Aiildd, released him from the tree, 
and gave into his charge the licart of the White Demon. He 
then jpnrsned his journey back to Kilns, at Milzindcriln. On 
the way Auhid solicited some reward for the services lie had 
performed, and Kustem again promised ^hat he should be 
appointed governor of the country. 

“ 73 lit first the monarch of MdzindcrAn, 

The DoTnon-kinfT. must be subdued, and cast 
Into the vawnin" cavern—and his lojjrioiis 
Of foul cnchantci*3, utterly destroyed.” 

Upon his arrival at ]\rii!cindcriln, Rnstem related to his 
sovereign all tliat he had accomplished, and especially that he 
had torn out and brought aw'ay the White Demon’s heart, the 
blood of which was destined to restore Kai-kilus a^nd his 
W'arriors to sight. Rustem was not long in applying the 
miraculous remedy, and the moment the blood touched their 
eyes, the fearful blindness was perfectly cured. 

The champion Tjroii^jht the Demon's heart, 

And squeezed the blood from every part, 

Which, droppo \ upon the injured sight, 

Made all thi ,.s visible and bright; 

One moment broke that magic gloom, 

AMiich seemed more dreadful than the tomb. 

The monarch immediately ascended his throne surrounded 
by all his warriors, and seven days were spent in mutual con¬ 
gratulations and rejoicing. On the eighth day they all resumed 
the saddle, and proceeded to complete the destruction of the 
enemy. They set fire to the city, and burnt it to the ground, 
and committed such hon-id carnage among the remaining 
magicians that streams of loatlisome blood, crimsoned all the 
place. 

Ktliis afterwards sent Fcrhdd as an ambasrador Ho the king 
of Milzindcriin, suggesting to him the expediency of submission, 
and representing to him the terrible fall of Arzang, and of the 
AVhitc Demon with all his hj>st, as a warning agaipst resist^ce 
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to the valour of Eustem. But when the king of MAzindcnin 
heard from Ferhdd the purpose? of his embassy, he expressed 
great astonishment, and replied that he himself was superior in 
all respects to Kiius ; Ihat his empire was more extensive?, and 
his warriors more Aumerous and brave. “ Have I not,” said 
he, “ a hundred war-elephants, and Kiliis not one ? ^Wherever 
I move, conquest marks my way ; why then should I fear the 
sovereign of Persia ? Why should I submit to him ? ” , 

This haughty tone made a deep impression upon Ferhiid, 
who returning quickly, told KAiis of the proud bearing and 
fancied power of the ruler of Mtlzindcran. Rustem was imme¬ 
diately sent for ; and so indignant was he on hearing the 
tidings, that “ every hair on his body started up like a spear,” 
and he proposed to go himself with a second despatch. The 
king too much pleased to refuse, and another letter was 
written more urgent than the first, threatening the enemy to 
hang up his severed head on the walls of his own fort, if he 
persisted in his contumacy and scorn of the offer made. 

As soon as Rustem had come within a short distance of the 
* court of the king of Mazinderan, accounts reached his majesty 
of the approach of another ambassador, when a deputation of 
warriors was sent to receive him. Rustem observing them, 
and being in sight of the hostile army, with a view to shew his 
strength, tore up a large tree on the road by the roots, and 
dexterously wielded it in his hand like a spear. Tilting on¬ 
wards, he flung it down before the wwdering enemy, and one 
of the chiefs then thought it incumbent upon him to display 
his' own prowess. He advanced, and oftgred to grasp» Jiands 
with Rustem : they met; but the gripe of the champion was 
so excruciaj-ing that the sinews of his adversary cracked, and 
in agony he fell from his horse. Intelligence of this discom¬ 
fiture was instantly conveyed to the king, who then summoned 
his most valiant a|^d renowned chieftain, Eiilahdr, and directed 
him to go and punish, signally, the warrior who had thus pre¬ 
sumed to triumph over one of his heroes. Accordingly E^lahflr 
"appeared, and boastingly stretched out his hand, whic^ Eustem 
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trt'oiig with such grinding force, that the very hails dropped" 
hflf, and blood started from Kis body. This waS enongh, and 
Kalahiir hastily returned to the king, and anxiously recom- 
inended him to submit to terms, as it would be in Vain to 
oppose such invincible streogth. The kinjf was both grieved 
and angry,at this situation of affairs, and invitei^ the ambassa¬ 
dor to his presence. After inquiring respecting Kiiiis and the 
Pereian. army; he said ; 

“And thou art Rnstem, clothed with mighty power, 

Who slaughtered the White Demon, and now comest 
To crush the monarch of MAzinderdn I ” 

“ No 1 ” said the champion, “ I am hut his servant, 

And even unworthy of that noble station j 
My master being a warrior, the most valiant 
That ever graced the world since time began. 

Nothing am I; but what doth he resemble I 
What is a lion, elephant, or demon ! 

Engaged in fight, he is himself a host I ” 

The ambassador then tried to convince the king of the folly 
of resistance, and of his certain defeat if he continued to defy 
the power of Kiiis and tl j bravery of Rustem ; but the effort 
was fruitless, and both st^itcs prepared for battle. 

The engagement which ensued was obstinate and sanguinary, 
and after seven days of hard fighting, neither army was vic¬ 
torious, neither defeated. Afflicted at this want of success, 
Kslus grovelled in the dust, and prayed fervently to the 
Almighty to give him the triumph. He addressed all his 
waiTiors, one by one, and urged them to increased exertions ; 
and on 'the eighth day, when the battle was renewed, prodigies 
of valour were perfonned. * Rustem singled out, and encoun¬ 
tered the king of MdzinderAn, and fiercely they fought together 
with sword and javelin ; but suddenly, just as he was rushing 
on with overwhelming force, his adversary, by his magio art, 
transformed himself into a stony rock. Rustqta,.and the Persian 
warrior# were all amazement. The fight had been Subtended 
for some time, when Efltts came forward to enqnire the oanse ; 
and heaxing with ^tbnishmeut f)f t|i6 tTaUBfom^Cioiii ordered' 
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his soldiers to drag the enchanted mass towards his own tent; 
but all the strength that could h% applied was unequal to move 
so great a weight, till Rustem set himself to the task, and 
amidst the wondering army, lifted up the rock and conteyed 
it to the appointed place. He then addressed the work of 
sorcery, and said : “ If thou dost not resume thy original 
shape, I will instantly break thee, flinty-rock as thou now art, 
into atoms, and scatter thee in the dust.” The’magicipin-king 
was alarmed by this threat, and re-appeared in his own formj and 
then Rustem, seizing his hand, brought him to Kdiis, who, as 
a punishment for his wickedness and atrocity, ordered him to 
be slain, and his body to be cut into a thousand pieces ! The 
wealth of the country was immediately afterwards secured; and 
at the recommendation of Rustem, AdUd was appointed 
gover]?or of Milziiiderdn. After the usual thanksgivings and 
rejoicings on account of the victory, Kalis and his warriors 
returned to Pm-sia, where splendid honours and rewards were 
bestowed on every soldier for his heroic services. Rustem 
, having received the highest acknowledgments of his merit, took 
leave, and returned to his father Zdl at Zabiilistdn. 

Suddenly an ardent desire arose in the heart of Kdiis to 
survey all the provinces and states of his empire. He wished 
to visit Tiirdn, and Chiu, and Mikran, and Berber, and Zirra. 
Having commenced his royal tour of inspection, he found the 
king of Berberistan in a state of rebellion, with his array pre¬ 
pared to dispute his authority. A severe battle was the conse- 
■ quence ; but the refractory sovereign was soon compelled to 
retire, and the elders of the city came forward to sue fnv mercy 
and protection. After this triumph, Kdiis turned towards the 
mdttntaln* Kdf, and visited various other countries, and in his 
ptogr^ became the guest of the son of Zdl in Zdbulistdn, where 
be staid a month, enjoying the pleasures of the festive board 
ahd the spbrts ^^the field. 

The disaffection of the king of H4miiver<in, in league with 
the king of Misser and Sh^m, and the still hostile king of 

sppn, howeypr, ^w hiiq fron^ Himrdz^ and 
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quitting the principality of Rustem, his arms were promptly 
directed against his new edcray, who in the contest which 
ensued, made an obstinate resistance, but was at length over¬ 
powered, and obliged to "■'k for quarter. After the battle, 
Kiiis w’as informed that tho shah had t/ daughter of great 
beauty, named Suddveh, possessing a form as graceful as the 
tall cypress, musky ringlets, and all the charms of Heaven. 
From the descHption of this damsel ho became enamoured, and 
through the medium of a messenger, immediately offered him¬ 
self to be her husband. The father did not seem to be glad at 
this proposal, observing to the messenger, that he had but two 
things in life valuable to him, and those were his daughter and 
his property ; one was his solace and delight, and the other his 
support: to be deprived of both would be death to him; still 
he could not gainsay the wishes of a king of such po\\^r, and 
his conqueror. He then sorrowfully communicated the overture 
to his child, wdio however readily consentid ; and in the coui'se 
of a week, the bride was sent escorted by soldiers, and accom¬ 
panied by a magnificent cavalcade, consisting of a thousand , 
horses and mules, a thousand camels, and numerous female 
attendants. When Siidiiveh descended from her litter, glowing 
with beauty, witli her rich dark tresses flowing to her feet, and 
checks like the rose, KjIus regarded her with admiration and 
rapture; and so impatient was he to possess that lovely treasure, 
that the marriage rites were performed according to the laws of 
the country without delay. 

The shih of Ilamilveran, however, was not satisfied, and he 
continually plotted wi,thin himself how he might contrive to 
regain possession of Siidilveh, as well as be revenged upon the 
king. With this view he invited KjIus to be his guest for a 
while; but RudiLveh cautioned the king npt to trust to the 
treachery which dictated the invitation, as she apprehended 
from it nothing but mischief and disaster. TJhe warning, how¬ 
ever, was of no avail, for Kiliis accepted the proffered "hospitality 
of his new father-in-law. He accordingly proceeded with his 
bride and his most famous warriors to the city, where he was 
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received and entertained in the most sumptuous manner, seated 
on a gorgeous throne, and felt infinitely exhilarated with tho 
magnificence and the hilarity by which he was surrounded. 
Seven days were passed in this glorious banqueting and de¬ 
light ; but on the f^cceeding night, the sound of trumpets and 
the war-cry was heard. The intrusion of soldiers changed the 
face of the scdhe ; and the king, who had just been waited on, 
and pampered with such respect and devotion* was suddenly 
seized, together with his principal warriors, and carried off to 
remote .fortress, situated on a high mountain, where they 
were imprisoned, and guarded by a thousand valiant men. 
His tents .were plundered, and all his treasure taken away. At 
this event his wife was inconsolable and deaf to all entreaties 
from her father, declaring that she preferred death to separa¬ 
tion from her husband ; upon which she was conveyed to the 
same difhgeon, to mingle groans with the captive king. 

Alas I how false and fickle is the world, 

Friendship nor pleasure, nor the ties of blood, 

Can check the headlong course of human passions ; 

Treachery still laughs at kindred;—who is safe 
In this tumultuous sphere of strife and sorrow / 


The invasion op IRAN by AFRASIYAb. 


The intelligence of Kaiis’s imprisonment was very .soon 
spread through the world, and operated as a signal to all the 
inferior states to get possession of Iran. Afriisiyab was the 
most powerful aspii^nt to the tlu'onc ; and gathering an 
immense army, he hurried from Tiirin, and made a rapid 
incursion into the* country, which after three months he 
succeeded in conquering, scattering ruin and desolation where- 


oxer 

pib 


r he came.. 
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Some of those who escaped from the field bent their steps 
towards ZAbulistaii, by whom Rnstem was informed of the 
misfortunes in which Ktlus was involved ; it therefore became 
necessary that he shoula ^ain endcavouf to efiect the libera¬ 
tion of his sovereif^n; and accordingly, a^r assembling his 
troops from different quarters, the firat thing J>e did was to 
, dispatch a messenger to Ililmslvcran, ivitli a letter, demanding 
the release of 'tlic prisoners ; and in the event of a refusal, d('- 
claring the king should suiferthc same fate as the White Demon 
and the magician-monarch of Mazinderiin. Although this 
threat produced considerable alarm in the breast of the king of 
ITumavcrdn, he arrogantly replied, that if Rustem wisiied to bo 
placed in the same situation as Kiiiis, he was welcome to come 
as soon as he liked. 

Upon hearing this defiance, Rustem left Zabulistan, and after 
an arduous journey by land and water, arm ed at the ^nfincs 
of Ilamaverilu. The king of that country, roused by the noise 
and uproar, and bold aspect of the invading army, drew up his 
own forces, and a battle ensued, but he was unequal to stand 
his ground before the overwhelming courage of Rustem. His 
troops fled in confusion, and then almost in despair he anxiously 
solicited assistance from the chiefs of Berber and Misser, which 
was immediately given. Thus throe kings and their armies 
were opposed to the power and lesoui-ccs of one man. Their 
formidable array covered an immense space. 

Each proud his sfi-onnrcst force to bring. 

The eagle of valour flaf)ped his wing. , 

* •* 

But when the kiftg of Hamaverdn beheld the person of 
Rustem in all its pride and strength, and commanding power, 
ho paused with apprehension and fear, and intrenched himself 
well behind his own troops. Rustem, on the contrary, was full 
of confidence. 

^ <9 t 

“ What, though there be a hundred thousand men 
Pi tched against one, what use is there in numbers 
When Heaven is on my side: with Heaven my friendi 
The foe will soon be mingled with the dust.” 





Having ordered the trumpets to sound, he rushed on the 
enemy, mounted on Hakush, and committed dreadful havoc 
among them. 

It would bo difficult to tell 
Ho’!^ many heads, dissevered, fell, 

Fighting Ins dreadful way ; 

On every side his falchion gleamed, 

Hot blood in every quarter streamed , 

On that tremendous day. 

Tlie chief of Hjim<lveriin and his legions were the first to 
shrink from the conflict; and then tlie king of Misser, ashamed 
of tliciv cowardice, rapidly advanced towards the champion 
with the intention of punishing him for his temerity, but 
had no sooner received one of Rustem’s hard blows on his head, 
than he turned to flight, and thus hoped to escape the fury of 
his antagonist. That fortune, however, was denied him, for 
being instantly pursued, ho was caught with the kamund, or 
noose, thrown round his loins, dragged from his horse, and 
safely delivered into the hands of Bahrira, who bound him, 
•and kept him by his side. 

Ring within ring the lengthening kamnncl flow, 

And from his steed the astonislicd monarcii drew. 

• 

Having accomplished this signal capture, Rustem proceeded 
against the troops under the shj'di of Berberistiln, which, 
valorously aided as he was, by Zuara, he soon vanquished and 
t dispatched ; and impelling Raknsh impetuously forward upon 
the shih himself, made him and forty of,his principal*chiefs' 
prisoners of war. The king of Hdmdvcran, seeing the horrible 
carnage, and the defeat of all his expectations, speedily sent a 
messenger to Rustem, to solicit a suspension of the fight, 
offering to deliver up Kdiis and all his warriors, and all the 
regal property and pleasure which had been plundered from him. 
The troops of t^e three kingdoms also urgently prayed for 
quartet and protection,, and Rustem readily agreed to thtf 
“^fl^rcd eondiiicyns. 

1 2 
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“ KAiifl to liberty restore, 

With all his chiefs, J ask no more; 
For him alone I conquering came; 
Than him no other prize 1 claim.” 


The return of KAl-KltlS. 

9 

It was a joyous day when Kaus and his illustrious heroes 
were released from their fetters, and removed from the moun¬ 
tain-fortress in which they were confined, Rustem forthwith 
reseated him on his throne, and did not fail to collect for the 
public treasury all the valuables of the three states whifih had 
submitted to his power. The troops of Misser, Berberistiin, 
and ITamavenln, having declared their allegiance to the Persian 
king, the accumulated nurabci-s increased Kaiis’s army to up¬ 
wards of three hundred thousand men, horse and foot, and 
with this immense force he moved towards Irslii. Before 
marching, however, he sent a message to Afrasiyab, command¬ 
ing him to quit the iiountry he had so unjustly invaded, and 
recommending him to be contented with the territory of 
Turin. 

ft 

" Hast thou forgotten Rustem’s power, 

When thou wert in that perilous hour 
By him o'erthrown ? Thy girdle broke, 

Or thou hadst felt the conqueror’s yoke. 

Thy cro^rding warriors proved thy shield, 

They saved and dragged thee from the field ; 

By them unrescued then, would’st thou 
Have lived to vaunt thy prowess now ? ” 

This message was received with bitter feelings of resentment by 
Afrisiyib, who prepared his army for battle )vithout delay, and 
promised to bestow his daughter in marriage and! a kingdom upon 
the man who should succeed in taking Rustem alive. This pro¬ 
clamation was a powerfiil. excitement; and when*the enga?^ 
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ment took place, mighty efforts ,were made for the reward ; but 
those who aspired to deserve it were only the first to fall. 
Afrasiyilb beholding ^ho fall of so many of his chiefe, gashed 
forward to cope with tlie champion : but his bravery was 
unavailing; for,^sufrcring sharply under the overwhelming 
attacks of I^astem, he was glad to ofiect his escape, and retire 
from the field. In short, he rapidly retraced his stops to Tiirau,' 
leaving Kdiis in full possession of the kingdom. 

With anguish stricken, he regained his home, 

After a wild and ignominious flight; 

The world jircsenting nothing to his lips 
But poison-beverage ; all was death to him. 


Ksliis being again seated on the throne of Poi-sia, he resumed 
the adhiinistration of affairs with admirable justice and liter- 
ality, and despatched some of his most distinguished warriors 
to secure the welfare and prosperity of the states of Mervi, and 
Balkh, and Nishapiir, and Plirat. xVt the same time he con- 
feiTed on Rustem the title of Jahdiii Pahlvan, or. Champion of 
the World, 

In safety now from foreign and domestic enemies, Kiliis 
turned his attention to pursuits very different from war^and 
conquest. He directed the Demons to construct two splendid 
palaces on the mountain Alberz, and separate mansions for the 
accommodation of his household, which he decorated in the 
most magnificent manner. All the buildings were beautifully 
arranged both for convenience and pleasure ; and gfold and 
silver and precious stones were used so'lavislily, and Che bril¬ 
liancy produced by their combined eftect was so great, that 
night and day appeared to be the same. 

Iblfs, ever active, observing the vanity and ambition of the 
king, Avas not long in taking advantage of the circumstance, 
and he soon pertuaded the Demons to enter into his schemes. 
Accordingly one of them, disguised as a domestic servant, 
instruQted to present a nosegay to Ksliis; and after le- 
®*^^fully kissing the ground, say to him :— 
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Tlion art great as king can be, 

Boundless in thy*\najcsty; 

Wliat is all this earth to thee, 

All beneath the sky 2 , 

1 * ^tals, demons, hear 
Tiiy commanding voice with fear; 

Thou art lord of all things here, 

' But, thou canst not lly I 

I'hat remains for thee : to know 
Tilings above, as things below, 

How the planets roll; 

How the sun Ins liglit displays, 

How the moon darts forth her ravs ; 

JJ ow the nights siu'cced the days ; 

What the secret cause betrays. 

And who dii ects the hole 1 ’ 

I’his artful address of the Dcinou satisfied ISLiis of the 
imperfeotiou of his nature, and the enviable power which he 
had yet to obtain. To him, therefore, it became matter of 
deep concern, how he might be enabled to ascend the Heavens 
without wings, and for that purpose he consulted his astro¬ 
logers, who presently suggested a way in wliich his desires 
might be successfully accomplished. 

They contrived to rob an eagle’s nest of its young, which 
they reared with great care, supplying them well with in¬ 
vigorating food, till they grew lai-ge and strong. A fiame- 
Avork of aloes-vvood was then prepared; and at each of the 
tour corners Avas fixed perpendicularly, a javelin, sui’mounted 
on the point with flesh of a goat. At each corn^’ again one 
of the eagles Avas bound, and in the middle Kdiis Avas seated 
in gre&t pomp with u goblet of wine before him. As soon 
as the eagles became hungry, they endeavoured to get at the 
goat’s flesh upon the javelins, and by flapping their wings 
and flying upAvards, they quickly rais^ up the throne from 
the ground. Hunger stiU pressing them, and still being 
distant from their prey, they ascended higher and higher in 
the clouds, conveying the astonished king far beyond his 
own country; but after long and fruitless exertion their 
strength failed them, and unable to keep tlxeir way, the 
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fabric came tumbling down from the sky, and fell upon a 
dreary solitude in the kingdom of Chin. There Kaus was 
left, a prey to hunger, alone, and in utter despair, until ho 
was discovered by a band of Demons, whom hia ahxious 
ministei’s had senii in scarcli of him. 

Eustem, a|id Gddavz, and Tiis, at length heard Qf what had 
l>efallen the king,' and with feelings of sorrow not unmixod. 
with indignation, set oIF to his assistance. "“Since I was 
bom,” said Gudar^, “never did I see such a man as Kilns, 
lie seems to be entirely destitute of inason and understand¬ 
ing ; always in distress and affliction. This is the third 
calamity in which he has wantonly involved himself. First 
at MAzinderdn, then at llamavenln, and now he is being 
punished for attempting to discover the secrets of the Heavens!” 
WheUj^hey reached the wilderness into which Kaiis had faHeii, 
Giidarz repeated to him the same observations, candidly telling 
him that he was fitter for a mad-house than a throne, and 
exhorting him to be satisfied wdth his lot and be obedient to 
God, the creator of all things. The miserable king Avas softened 
to team, acknowledged his folly; and as soon as he was es¬ 
corted back to his palace, he shut himself up, remaining forty 
days, unseen, prostrating himself in shame and repentance. 
After that ho recovered his spirits, and resumed the administra¬ 
tion of affaiis with his former liberality, clemency, and justice, 
almost rivalling the glory of Feridiin and Jemslud. 

One day llustem made a splendid feast; and wdiilst he and 
“liis brother warriors, Giw and Giidarz, and Tiis, were quaffing 
their wine, it was determined upon to foisai a pretendediuuting 
party, and repair to the sporting grounds of Afrasiyilb. The 
least lasted seven days ; and on the eighth, preparations were 
made for the mqrch, an advance party being pushed on to 
reconnoitre the motions of the enemy. AfrAsiyib was soon 
informed pf wliai< was going on, and flattered himself with the 
hopes of getting Eustem and his seven champions into his 
thrall, for which purpose lie called together his wise men and 
'^"wriore, ebd said to them: “ You have only to secure these 
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invaders, and Kdus will soon cease to be the sovereign of 
Persia.” To accomplish this bbjecb, a Turanian army of thirty 
thousand veterans was assembled, and ordered to occupy all 
the positions and avenues the vicinity o? the sporting grounds. 
An immense clamour, and thick clouds of dj .st, which darkened 
the skies, announced their approach ; and when intelligence of 
their number’s was brought to Rustem, the undaunted champion 
smiled, and said to Gars'iz: “ Fortune favours me ; what cause 
is there to fear the king of Ti’min ? liis army does not exceed 
a hundred thousand men. Were I alone, with Rtikush, with my 
armour, and battle-axe, I would not shrink from his legions. 
Have I not seven companions in arras, and is not one of them 
equal to five hundred Turanian heroes i Let Afi-jisiyilb dare to 
cross the bouiidary-river, and the contest will presently convince 
him that he has only sought his own defeat.” Prompviy at a 
signal the cup-bearer produced goblets of the red wine of 
Ziibnl; and in one of them Rustem pledged his royal master 
with loyalty, and Tds and Ziiara joined in tlic convivial and 
social demonstration of attachment to the king. 

The champion arrayed in his buburiyan, mounted Raknsh, 
and advanced towards the Tiii’anian army. Afrasiydb, when he 
beheld him in all his terrible strength and vigour, was amazed 
and disheartened, accompanied, as he was, by Tus, and Giidarz, 
and Giirgfn, and Giw, and Rahram, and Berzin, and Ferhsid. 
The drums and trumpets of Rustem were now heard, and 
immediately the hostile forces engaged with dagger, sword, and 
javelin. Dreadful was the onset, and the fury with which the 
conflictcontinueeV In truth, so sanguinary and destruc¬ 
tive waffle battle, that Afrasiyiib exclaimed in grief and terror; 

If thisicarnage lasts till the close of day, not a man of my 
army wifi remain alive. Have I not one w;irrior endued with 
sutficies^ibravery to oppose and subdue this mighty Rustem 1 
WhatJTOot one fit to be rewarded with a diacteip, wijih my own 
thronb and kingdom, which I will freely give to the victor ! 
Pilsum heard the promise, and was ambitious of earning the 
reward j but fate decreed it otherwise. His prodigmus ■ effo’ 
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wore of no avail. Alkiis was equally unsuccessful, though the 
bravest of the brave among the TiirAnian warriors. Encoun¬ 
tering Rustem, his brain was pierced by a javelin wielded by 
the Persian hero, and*he fell dead from his stiddle. This ISignal 
achievement aston^ihed and terrified the Turanians, who, how¬ 
ever, made a/urth(|i' despairing effort against the chg.mpion and 
his seven conquering companions, but with no better result, 
than before, and nothing remained to them excepting destruc¬ 
tion or flight. Ch|Osiug the latter they wheeled round, and 
endeavoured to escape from the sanguinary fate that awaited 
them. 

Seeing this precipitate mo^^ment of the enemy, Rustem 
impelled Rakush forward in pursuit, addressing his favourite 
horse with fondness and enthusiasm ; 

“ My valued friend—put forth thy speed, 

This is a time of pressing need ; 

Bear me away amidst the strife, 

Tiiat I may take that despot’s life ; 

And with my ma c and javelin, fioml 
This dusty plain with foe-man’s blood.” 

Excited by his master’s cry, 

'J’he war-liorse bounded o’er the plain, 

So swiftly that lie seemed to fly, 

Snorting with pride, and tossing high 
His streaming mane. 

And soon he reached that despot’s side, 

“ Now is'the time ! ” tiic Champion cried, 

This is the hour to victory given,” 

And flung his noose—which bound tlic king 
Fast for a moment in its l ing; 

But soon, alas I the bond wa^riven. 

ITaply the Tartar-monai’ch slipt away. 

Not doomed to suffer on that bloody day ; 

And frectl from thrall, he hurrying led 
Hif^legions cross the boundary-stream, 

Leaving his countless heaps of dciid 

To rot beneath the solar beam. 

• • 

Onward ho rudicd with heart opprest, 

And broken fortunes; he had quaffed 
Bright pleasure’s cup,—but now, uiiblcst^ 

, Poison woB mingled with the draught I 
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Tlie booty in horses, treasure, anuour, pavilions, and tents, 
vras immense ; and when the whole was seenred, i^ustem and 
his companions fell back to the spwting-grounds already men- 
tionefl, from whence he ix-farmed Kai-kius by letter of the 
victory that liad been gained. After renaming two weeks 
there, resting from the toils of war and enj 3ying^ the pleasures 
of hunting, the paity returned home to pky their respects to 
the Tersian king. 

And this is life! Thus conquest and defeat, 

Vary the lights and shades of human scenes, 

And human thought. Whilst soJiie, inuaersed in pleasure, 

KIIjoy the sweets, others again cndui’e i 

Tlio miseries of the world. Hope is deceived 
la this frail dwelling ; certainty and safety 
Are only dreams wliich mock the credulous mind; 

'J’iiae sweeps o’er all things ; why then should the wise 
!Mt>uru o’er events whicli roll resistless ou, 

And set at nought all mortal opposition 1 


The story of SOHRAB. 

Now further mark the searchless ways of Heaven, 
J^’ather and son to mortal combat tliiven I 
Alas I the tale of sorrow must be told, 

The tale of tears, derived from minstrel old. 


• Firdausi relates tl;)at Bustem, being on a hunting excursion 
in the neighbourhood of Tijran, killed an onager, or wild aas,* 
which he roasted in the forest; and having allayed bis hunger, 
went to sleep, leaving his horse, Rakush, at liberty to graze. 
In the mean time a band of Tartar wand^ers appeared, and 


Hunting the Oof, or wild-aas, appea^n tp hav^ beeja a favourite sport in 
'Persia. Baliram the Sixth was Gor, is consequence of his beiug 

)>cculiarly devoted to the cliase of thiis ap»d at last cost him his 
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seeing so fiiie an animal astray, succeeded in securing him with 
their kamunds, or nooses, and conveyed him home. When 
Rustem awoke from sleep he missed his favourite steed, and felt 
convinced from the sun’ounding traces of his footsteps that he 
had been captured iWid carried away. Accordingly he proceeded 
towards Samvingslnl a small principality on the borders of 
Tiirdn, and his approacli being announced to, the king, his 
majesty went on loot to receive him with due resiiect and 
consideration. Rui|,cin, liowever, was in great wrath, and 
haughtily told the king tliat his horse had been stolen fronl 
him in his dominions, and tliat he had traced his Ibotsteijs 
to Samengiln. The king begged that lie would not be angiy, 
but become his guest, and he Avould immediately order a search 
for the missing horse. Rustem was a]jixjased by tliis concilia¬ 
tory a'lffress, and readily accepted the proffered hospitality. 
Having in the first place dispatched bis people in quest of 
Rakush, the king of Saiucngj'm prepared a magnificent feast for 
the entertainment of his illustrious guest, at which wine and 
music and dancing contributed their several chaiTOS. Rustem 
was delighted with the welcome he received; and when the 
hour of repose arrived, he was accommodated with a couch 
suitably provided and decorated. Soon after he had fallen 
asleep, he was awakened by a beautiful vision, which presented 
itself close to his pillow, accompanied by a slave girl with a 
lamp in her hand. 

A moon-faced beauty rose upon his sight, 

liikc the sail sparkling, full of bloom and fragrance;« 

Her eye-brows bended like the archef’s bow, * 

Her ringlets fateful as the wanior’s kamund ; 

And gi’accful as the lofty cypress tree, 

moved towainis the champion, who surprisol 
At this enctianting vision, asked the cause 
Which brought her thither. Softly thus she spoke:— 

I am the daughter of the king, my name 
Tahmincb^ no one from behind the screen 
Of privacy has yet beheld me, none ; 

Nor even hcaid the echo of my voice. 

But 1 have hemd of thy pi'odigious deeds, 

Of l;l|y unequalled valour and renown—” 
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Rnstem was still more astonished when he was apprized 
of the nature of tin’s extraordinary adventure, and anxiously 
asked more particularly ^he object of her Avishcrf. She replied 
that she had become eut^monred of him, on iccount of the 
fame and the ^^'<5 actions, and consequence had 

A’owed to God that she would espouse no '|^)ther man. “I em¬ 
ployed spies to seize upon Rakush and secure him to obtain a 
foal of his lirecd, and happily Almighty God hits conducted 
thee to Samengiiu to fulfil my desires. I^have been irresistibly 
impelled to make this disclosure, and noAV I depart; only, 
to-morrow, do thou solicit the cousoiit of my fiither to our 
union, and he certainly will not refuse to bless us.” Rustem 
acceded to the flattering i)roposal, and in the moruiug the 
nui>tial engagement was sanctioned by the king. 


Joyous the monarch smiled, and gave his child, 
Aoconling to tlie customs of the kingdom, 

To that brave champion. 


Rustem could not remain long with his bride, and when 
parting from her he said : “ If the Almighty should bless thee 
with a daughter, place this amulet * in her hair ; but if a son, ■ 


* It seems by the text that the Molircli, or amulet, of Rustem was cele¬ 
brated throughout the world for its wondei'fiil viiincs, The^lohrchi SuHman, 
Solomon s Seal, was a talisman of extraordinary power, said to be cajiable of 
rendering objects invisible, and of cimting every kind of magical illusion. 
Josephus relates that he saw a certain Jew, named Eieazar, draw the devil on* 
pf an ol^ woman's nostril, hy the ax>plicatioD of tk^omorCii Seal to her nose, in 
the pr&cuce of the Km^ror Vespasian 1 Rut Mohrcli is more properly an 
amulet, or spell, against misfortune. The wearer of one of them imagines 
himself safe under every situation of danger. 

The ai>x>lication of the magical instrument to the mouth was often indis- 
XJCnsablc. Thus Angelica in the Orlando Furloso : 

Bel dito sc lo leva, e a luano a iiiano, 

be'l cliiudc in l>occa, e in men, chc nun halena, 

Cosi dagli occlii dl Kug'der si c«la, t ^ 

Come fa il tiol, quaiido la nube il vela. Canto XI. St. 6. 

Then from her hand she took with eager liaste, 

And twixt her lips, the shining circlet jdaced, 

And instant vanished fh)m Rogero^s sight I 
Like rho&bus when a cloud obscures hfa light. 
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bind it on hia anu, and it will inspire him with the disposition 
and valour of Nariman.” Having said these words, and 
Rakush being at the same time restored to him, he took leave, 
and went away to his own country. • 

irow wept tlat angcl-facc at parting, grief 
SuMued hciheart; but when nine mont^ lad ptfet, 

A boy was born as lovely as the moon, 

The image of his father, and of Sam, 

And Nariman—for in one little month 
He had attaii|pd the growth of a full year ; 

His spreading chest was like the ehest of ZAl. 

When nine, there Avas init in that eoiuitry round 
One who could equal him in feats of arms. 


Hatim placcd^ie talisman in his mouth when he plunged into the cauldron of 
boiling oiL^^Scc Hatim Ta*i, a Persian Romance, full of magic, and the wild 
and marvellous adventures of Knight-enuntry.] Aristotle speaks of the ring 
of Jiattus which inspired the wearer with gratitude and honor I Faith in 
rings and amulets prepared at particular seasons, under certain mysterious 
forms and circumstances, is an ancient superstition, but in Persia and India, 
there is hardly a man without his Bazhbuml, or bracelet, to j)reservc him from 
the influence of the Demons. “The women of condition, in Persia, have 
%mall silver plates of a circular form, upon which are engraved sentences from 
the Koran ; these, as well as the Talismans, they bind about their arms with 
pieces of red and green silk, and look u^Kin them as nevcr*failing '.haimis 
against the fascinations of tlio devil, wicked spirits, &c. ” (Francklin s Tour 
to Persia.) Rustem had also a magic garment, or cloak, called accoiding to the 
Burhani-katia, Buburiy&u. Some say that he received it from his father Kal, 
and otlicrs, that it waa made of the skin of Akwau Diw ; others again say, 
that it was made of the skin of a leopard, or some similar animal, Avhich 
Rustem killed on the mounbun Sham. It had the property of resisting the 
impression of every weapon, it w'as proof against fire, and would not sink in 
Something like the charm in the curse of Kehaiiia. 

I cbaim thy life, 

From the weapons of strife, * 

Fi’oni stone and from wooil, 

From fire and firom tlooil, 

Fixiiii the serpent’s tooth, 

And tlie boasts of blood. 

• 

Bubur is an animal of the tiger kind, said to be superior in strength to the 
lion. The famous he^es of antiquity usually wore the skins of wild beasts. 
Hercules wore* the skin of the Nemsean lion. The skins of panthers and 
leopards were worn by the Greek and Trojan chiefs, Viigll says of Acestes, 


• occurrit Acestes, 

Honidus in Jaculia, et pelle Libystidos mm, JEn. B. 6, v* 80. 
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Tho king of Samengsin named him Sohr^b j and when the 
youth was ten years old, he said to his mother : “ People ask 
mo who my father is, and want to know his name •” To this, 
Tahriiineh replied : “ Thv father’s name Is Eustem, 

“ Sinro tlic God of creation created tj^e earth, 

« To a hero like Rustem he never gavelbirth.’’ 

And she thcn'cleserihed the valour and renown of his ancestors, 
wiiich excited in the breast of Sohr:ib ^he desire of being 
immediately introduced to his lather ; but his motlier eiidca- 

vonred to reijress his eagerness, and told him to beware— 

• • 

% 

“ For if he knows thou’rt his, lio -will roraoT^ -thoc 
From mo, and thy swoct lionic ; from thcc dv, ided, 

Thy mother’s heart will break in agony I ” ^ 

Eustem had sent a present of jewels and precious stones to 
Tahrm'nch, with inquiries rospeeting her oflspring, and the reply 
she returned was, that a daughter avhs the frnit of their union. 
This intelligence disappointed him, and he afterwai’ds thought 
no more of Bameng.in. Tahmineh again said to Sohrab : 
“ Beware also of speaking too publicly of thy relationship to 
Enstcra, for fear of AfriisiyiLb depriving me of thee.”—“Never,” 
sai(} ho, “ will I conceal the name of my father ; nay, I will go 
to him mvself:— 

w 

Kven now, I will oppose the Tartar host, 

■Whate’er their numbers—Kaiis shall be hurled 
3^Vom his imperial throne, and Tus subdued— 

To Kustem I will give the crown and sceptre, 

. ^nd place him on the scat, whence Kdils ruled 
* His myriad subjects—I will seize the throne 
Of stern AfrdsiyAb ; my javelin’s point 
Shall pierce the Plcavcn of Heavens. And since *tis so— 
Between my glorious father and myself, 

No crowned tyrant shall remain unpnnish^l,” 

Tahmineh wept bitterly, but her entreaties were of no avail, 
—the youth being unalterably fixed in his determination. One 
day he told her that he Avanted a suitable war-torse, and imme¬ 
diately the royal stables were explored; but the only animal'" 
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fnifficicnfc sizo and vigour that could be found there, was the 
foal produced from Rakusli, which was at length brought to 
him. 

His Ticrvc*and action pleased the boy, * 

He stroked and patted him with joy ; 

And oAhis back the saddle placed, 

The mJiith and head the bridle p;raccd, 

And sjl'inging on th* impatient steed. 

He pvoveii his fitness and his speed. 

Satisfied with theahorse ho had obtained, and the arms and 
armour with wliioh hwwfis supplied, he announced his resolution 
of going to war a"^at Kaiis, and conquering the kingdom of 
Persia for Rustu^ The news of Sohrab’s preparations soon 
reached Afr^jpl^b, who hailed the circumstance as peculiarly 
favourabl^fc his own ambitious ends; and taking advantage of 
the you^rfrs entliusiasm, sent an army to his assistance, declar¬ 
ing that Krf,ns was also his enemy, and that lie was anxious to 
share with liim in the glory of overcoming the imperial despot. 
Sohnib readily accepted the offer, and the Tartar legions, his 
auxiliaries, wore commanded by two noted warriors, Hfirndu 
*and Bdrman, to whom Afnisiydb gave the following instruc¬ 
tions : “ It must be so contrived that Rustem and Sohrdb 
shall not know each other’s peraon or name. They must' be 
brought together in battle. Sohnlb is the youngest, and Will 
no doubt overcome Rustem, in which case the conqueror may 
be easily dispatched by stratagem, and when botli arc destroyed, 
the empire of Persia will be all my own 1 ” Furnished with 
tjieso instructions, the Tartar leaders united with Sohriib, and 
commenced their march towards Persia. ,There was a fertresa 
on the road, in which Hujir, a famous warrior, was stationed ; 
and when Sohrab arrived at that fortress, he rushed out alone 
to oppose the progr^s of the invader, crying hastily— 

‘^And who art thou? I am myself ITujlr 
The v«.lkmt champion, come to conquer thee,* 

And to lop off that towering head of thine.” 


I^This hauglftjr mann'or waa common amotig tho heroes of antiquity. "And 
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Sohrjib smiled at this fierce menace, and a sharp conflict 
ensued between the two combatants, in which the vain boaster 
was precipitately thrown from his horse, and aftenvards made a 
prisoner by the striplii., -wan’ior. Gnrd-afrid, the daughter of 
Gustahem, perceiving this unhappy result, left the fort precipi¬ 
tately for the purpose of encountering the; youth, and being 
•revenged upon him. 


I 


When tidings reached her of the fate Fujir 
Had thus provoked, she dressed hcrsel'Mii mail, 

And, hastily, beneath her helmet hid t 
Her glossy ringlets ; down she, from thv fort, 

C’auie bravely like a lion, nobly mountcfui^ 

And as she apprejached the liostile army, 

^Vith an undaunted voice. Sohrdb beheld 
The gallant foe smiles, believing her 
A Ijoy of tender years, and, wondering, saw 
J’hc vigour of the arm opjKJscd to him ; 

The force with which the pointed spear was thrown. 
Assailed so bravely, he drew fortli his noos(', 

And, casting it around the enemy, brought 
Her headlong to the ground. Off flew her helm, 
When her luxuriant tresses scattered loose, 

And cheeks of radiant bloom, her sex betrayed I 


When the astonishment produced by this unexpected dis¬ 
covery had subsided, Solirdb regarded her with tender emotion, 
and securely made her his captive ; but Gurd-afrid promptly 
addressed him, and said ; “ Allow me to return to the fort; 
all the treasure and property it contains are at my command, 
and shall be given to thee as my ransom. My father is old, 
apd his^ fondest hopes are centered in me. Be therefore con¬ 
siderate and merciful.'’ Sohrdb was too young and ardent not 


tlio Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto tho 
fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the field.” I. Samuel, xvii. 44. This is 
like the boast of Uujir. These denunciations are frequent in Homer as well as 
Firdausi. Thus Diomed to Qlaucus: 

If the ftiiita of earth, 

Sustain thy life and human bo thy birth; 

Bold as thou art, too prodlml of breath, 

Approach and enter the daw gates of death I 

Pope: luAD, vL faC 



THE SHAH NAMEH. 


129 


to be earned away by his feelings ; he was affected by her 
beauty and her teara, and set her at liberty ! As soon as the 
damsel had re-entered J;he fortress, a council was held to deli¬ 
berate on the exigencies of the time, and the garrison resolved 
upon evacuating thetolace by secret passages during the ensuing 
night. When moniing dawned, Sohrab approached’ the gate, 
and not a person was anywhere to be found. • .Grieved and 
disappointed, sorrow preyed deeply upon his heart, losing, as 
he had done, so ibolimly, the lovely heroine of whom he had. 
become enamoured. J 

The father, andVmughter, and the garrison, shaped their 
course immediat^dy to tlie court of Kiliis, to whom they related 
that a wondamil hero had come from Tiirilii, agaiust whose 
courage itJ^ in vain to contend, and said to be not more 
than fourteen years of age ! What then would he be, they 
thought, when arrived at maturity ! The capture of Hujir, 
and the accounts of Sohnib’s amazing prowess, filled Kaiis with 
alarm, and the wan’iorGiw was forthwith deputed to Zabulistdn 
to call Rustem to his aid. The letter ran thus :—“ A youthful 
wari’ior, named SohKib, has invaded Persia from Tiirdn, and 
thou art alone able to avert his destructive progress ; 

“ Thou art the sole support of Persia; thou— 

Endued with nerve of more than human ^ToVer; 

Thou art the conqueror of Mtizinderdn ; 

And at Hdmaverdn thou didst restore 
The king to liberty and life ; I'hy sword 
Makes the sun weep ; thy glorious actions fling 
Unequalled splendour o’er the kingly throne.” 


When the letter was received, Rustem inquired anxiously 
about the particular form and character of Sohrtlb, whom Giw 
described as being lUce Silm and Narirndn. This made him, 
ponder, and he thought it might be his own son ; but he re- 
' collected Tahiplneh had written from Samengin, that her child 
\wns a daughter ! He, however, still pondered, although Giw 
[^ated the commands of the king that no time should lje lost, 
i^l^^gl^less of the summons, Rustem called for wine and music, 
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and made a feast, which continued seven days. On the eighth 
he said, “ This too must be a day of festivity ; ” and it was not 
till rthc ninth that he ordered Rakusb, to he saddled for the 
journey. He then departed with his brother ZiUra and the 
Zibul troops, and at lengtli arrived at th,} royal court. Kiiiia 
was in gi’cat indignation at the delay thr‘t had occurred, and 
directed botji' Rustem and Giw to be impaled alive for the 
offence they had committed in not attciiding to his instruc- 
. tions. Tiis was commanded to execute 'Ihis order ; but when 
he stretched out his hand towards Ivistem, the champion 
dashed it aside ; and retiring from tlie a^.'^mbly, and vaulting 
upon his horse, thus addressed the king:— '' 

Weak and insensate 1 take not to thy breast ^ 

Dovourin" fire ; thy latest actions still 
Outdo the past in baseness. Go, thyself, 

And, if thou (^anst, impale Sohrdb idive I 
"When wi'ath inflames my heart, what is Kdfls I 
Wliat, but a clod of earth? Him must I dread? 

Xo, to the Alnii;fliiy power alone 1 l>cnd. 

The warriors of the cmjiire souglit to ]>laeG 
The crown upon my liead ; but I was faithful, 

And held the kingdom’s laws and customs sacred. 

Had I looked to the throne, tliou would’st not now 
Have had the power with which thou art surrounded, 

To injure one who is thy safest friend. 

But 1 deserve it all; for t have ever, 

Ungrafeful monarch 1 done thee signal service.” 


Saying this, Rustem withdrew; and as he went away, the 
hearts of all the courtiers and warriors sunk with the r'cet 
painful anticipations of unavoidable ruin to the empire. 
Gudarz afforded the only spark of hope, for he was in great 
favour with the king; and it fortunately so happened, that 
by his interposition, the blind anger of Kdiis was soon ap- 
•peaised. His next office was to follow Rustem, and to restore 
the harmony which had been destroyed. He said to l>ii p » 

_ _ r 

Thou know’st that Kiis is a brainless king, 

Wayward, capricious, and to anger prone; 

But quickly he repents, and now be Beeki| * 

For reconciliation. If thou’rt deaf 
* * . • * *. ,* 
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To this good cliange ia him, and nourishest 
The scorn he has inspired, assuredly 
The people of our nation will be butchered; 

For who can now resist the Tartar brand 1 
Fersia again will groan beneath the yoke 
Of the Tdraiiiau despot. Must it be ? 

Have pUy on thy countryiiicti, and never 
’IjcL it bl bruited through the scornful world, 

That EtHtcm feared to fight a beardless boy 1 

The speech of GVdarz had its due effect; and the champion, 
with altered feclingl returned to the court of the king ; who, 
rising from his thMic, received him with the highest honour 
and resiiect, an^fjplogized for the disideasure into which he 
had been betoifea. 

‘ Wrathful and wayward in my disposition, 

I felt impatient at the long delay ; 

But now 1 sec my error, and repeiitaiiee 
Must, for that insult unprovoked, atone,” 

Rustem, in reply, assured tlie king of his allegiance, and of 
his readiness to undertake whatever might be desired of him ; 
but Kiliis said:— 

“ To-day let us feast; let us banquet to-day, 

And to-morrow to battle we’ll hasten away.” 

» 

Having feasted all night, in the morning KiUis placed all his 
warriors, and his army, under the command of Rustem ; Avho 
immediately set off to oppose the progress of Sohnlb. 

The countless thousands seemed to J^ide the earth ; • , 

The Heavens, too, were invisible ; so great 
And overspreading was the Persian host. 

.Thus they rolled on, until they reached the fort, 

The barrier-fort, where still SohrAb remained. 

Wl^en the stripling from the top of the fort first observed 
the approach of ihe Persians, he said to Hiim^n—" Look, on 
every side aib the coming legions ; ” at which the Tartar chief 
^jjjfned pale. Put the youtli added—“ I’cay not, by the favouc 
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of Heaven I will soon disperse them ; ” and then co||g^ ^ 
goblet of wine, full of confidence in his own might, 
result,of the expected battle. Descending from Jjjg 
proceeded to his pavilion, pitched on the plain 

fort, and sat in pomp among the chiefs of the Tiirdnian 
anny. ' j 

Rustem repaised thither in secret, and in 'isguise * to watch 
the motions of his formidable enemy, and jeheld him sitting 
drinking wine, surrounded by great men afd heroes. Zindeh, 
a wan-ior, retiring from the banquet, saw he shadow of some 
one, and going nearer to the spot, found to to a man in 
ambush. He said, “ Who art thou ? when’^ogt^jjl struck 
him a blow on the neck, ii^hich stretched him lin«gg 

ground, and effected his escape. In a few minute another 
person came, who seeing the body, brought a light, a^j 
covered it to be Zindeh. When the fatal circumstaii, 
communicated to Sohrdb, the youth well knew that it nr'gj. 
have been the work of the enemy, who had secretly ente^ 
his pa^'ilion, and he solemnly vowed that next day lie would k 
revenged on the Iranians, and especially on Kitiis, wherever he 
;night be found. 

In the mean time Rustem described to Ksiiis the appearance 
and splendour of Sohrab : 

“ In stature perfect, as tl)e cypress tree, 

No Tartar ever boasted such a presence ; 

ThrAn, nor even Persia, now can shew 
A hero of his bold and gallant bearing; 
t<ccing his form thou would’st at once declare 
That he is S^m, the warrior; so majestic 
In mien and action t" 

Wlien morning dawned, Sohrdb took Hujlr to the top of 

* It appears that in Eastern's time there waa nothing dishonourable in the 
character of a spy. The adventure of Diomed and Ulysset. in &e tenth book of 
the Iliad shows a similar conclusion with respect to the G^ks. Alfred 
entered the hostile camp of the Danes, under the disguise of a hi^er, and 
so entertained them with his music and facetious humoonii that, he met with 
a welcome reception.’^ 
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the fortress, and speaking kindly to him, promised to release 
him if he would answer trulv what he had to ask. Com¬ 
mencing his anxioug inquiries, he then said :—“ To yrhom 
belongs that pavilion surrounded by elephants ? ” Hujir re¬ 
plied—“It bclongi to king Ksius.” Sohrslb resumed—“To 
whom belongs thl tent on the right ? ”—“ To the warrior 
Tiis.” “Towhoil then, belongs that crimsott^ pavilion ? ”—‘ 
“ To Giidarz.” |Vhoso* is that green pavilion, with the 
Gavaiii b>*nner flyir over it, and in which a throne is seen ? ” 
Hujir knew that lis was Rustem’s tent; ^ut he reflected 
that if he told truth, Sohnib might in his wrath attack 
the champio iprcparcd, and slay him ; better it would be, 
he thoug.iiX'to deny his being pi-escnt, and accordingly he 
said-^fhat tent belongs to the chief of the troops sent 
by the Emperor of Chin in aid of king Kiiiis.” “ Dost 
thou know his name ? ”—“ No, T do not.” Sohri'ib meditated, 
and said in his heart ;—“ I see here the plain indications of 
Rustem’s presence, which my mother gave me—why am I 
.deceived?” He again questioned Ilujir, and received the 
‘“same answer. “ Then where is Rustem’s tent ? ” he asked, 
impatiently. “ It appears that he has not yet arrived from 
Zabulistan.” 

At this the stripling’s heart was sunk in gi ief ; 

The tokens whicli his mother gave, were all 
Conspicuous ; yot his fatJier was denied ; 

So Fate decreed it. Still he lingering hoped 
By further question, and encouragement, 

To win the important secret from Hujir. 

Again he said, with persuasive gentleness, “ Look well 
around ; try if thou can’st find the tent of Rustem, and thou 
shalt be richly reiyarded for thy trouble.” “ Rustem’s tent 
may be in some degree similar to that; but it is not Rustem’s.” 
Hujir thei\went pn in praise of the champion, and said 

“ When roused to fury in the battle-field, 

What is a man, an elephant, or pard; 

The strength of five-score valiant men exceeds not 
Eustem's unwearied nerve and towering ftataet** ’ 
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Then Sohnlb said to him :—“ Why dost thou praise ‘Rustem 
in this manner to me ? Where hast thou seen the strife of 
heroes ? ” Hujir became alarmed, and ,thought witliin him¬ 
self, if I point out Rustem’s tent, no doubt he will be killed 
by this ambitious youth, and then there |\vill be no one to 
defend the Persian throne. Sohriib continjied with emotion : 
—“Point out,to me the tent of Rustem, tins moment, or 
thou shalt die ! ” Ilujir again paused, aij’d said within him- 
sglf;—“More honourable will it be to^g'-avc the lives of 
Rustem and Kaiis than my own.—AVhat ' ny life compared 
to theirs?—Nothing!” Ho then said al(?^':—“Why thus 

seek for a pretext to shed my blood—why *il!.'se pretences, 
since my life is in thy poAver I” Sohrab turnel* from him 
in despair, and descending from the rampart on hich he 
stood, arrayed himself in armour, and prepared for battj||,' 
His first object was to attack the centre Avhere Kdiis was 
posted ; thithei’ ho. procecdcti, and called out aloud : —“ 1 
have sworn to be revenged on K:Uis for the murder of 2in- 
dch ; if ho has any honour let him meet me in single com¬ 
bat.” Sohrab stood alone on the plain, firm as the 
Albcrz, and such terror had seized upon the hearts 
Avarriors, that not a man had courage enough to 
stejA agsiinst him. After a short space, Sohrab 
again :—“The king cannot be excused. It is not the custom 
of kings to be Avithout honour, or to skulk aAA'ay like foxes 
from the poAA'cr of lions in battle. 0, Kdus, wherefore dost 
thou he^tate to enter the field ? 



“ Why have ihey named Ihec, Kai-KAiis, the king, y 
If tliou’rt unfit to comhat with the brave ? ” 


Kdfis was appalled by the insulting boldness of the youth, 
and called to his friends to inform Rustem of tlio dilemma 
into Avhich he was throAvn, and the panic of his Avaniors, Avho 
seemed deprived of their senses. But Rustem had resolved 
not to fight bn that day. “ Let another chief,” said , ’ 
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“oppose the Tartar, and when he is overthrown it will bo 
my turn.” Kads then sent Tiis to urge him to comply, and 
the champion being made acquainted with the distress and 
terror of the king, Kurried on his armour, and left his tent. 
On the way, he said to himself : “ This enemy must be of 
the demon-breed, cUierwise why should such an impj'cssion have 
been made on^he warriors, that they are afraid^ to oppose him.”* 
Then th^ii.,dig asnte all apprehension on his onhi account, and 
])laoing his trust in Clod, he appeared before Sohrilb, who in¬ 
vited him to go to J little distance, and fight apart from the 
beholders. The i^dtation being accepted, Solirab said : “No 
mortal has to resist tin's arm—thou must perish! ”— 

“ "Why thi^basting ? Thou art bat a child, and where hast 
thou seer/the conflicts of the valiant ? I am myself an old 
experienced warrior ; I slew the White Demon and all his 
Demon-host, and neitlier lion, nor dragon, nor tiger, can escape 
from me. 

** Compassion rises in my licart, 

I cannot slay tlice—let ua part 1 
Thy youth, thy gallantrj’^, demand 

A different fate than murderous brand,” 

% 

“ Perhaps,” replied Sohrab, “ thou art Knstem ! ”—“ No, I 
am only the servant of Rustem.” At this declaration, 

Asjjiring hope was turned to sad dismay, 

And darkness quenched the joyous beam of day. 


At first the two combatants fought ^^th spcai-s, which were 
soon shivered to pieces; then with swords, which became 
hacked like saws, and then with clubs. So fiercely they con¬ 
tended that their mail was torn in pieces, their weapons bent, 
and their hoi'ses almost exhausted. Blood and sweat poincd 
down on the grqund as they strugged, and their throats were 
parched with thirst. Both stood still for a while to breathe. 
Rustem said to himself : “ I never saw man or Demon with 
activity, and strength ; ” and Sofardb thus addressed the 
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champion gaily, “When thou art ready, come and tiy the 
effects of bow and arrow! ” They then engaged with bows 
and arrows, but without any decisive result. Afterwards they 
used their hands and arms in wrestling, and Ilustcm applied as 
much force as might have shaken a mountain, to raise Sohriib 
from the ground, but he could not move llim. Solinib thcTi 
endeavoured to lift up his antagonist, but iijvain. Both were 
satisfied, and forsook each other’s hold. S^inib however had 
rccourae to his mace, and struck a heavy How on the head of 
Rustem, who reeled with the pain it infiic'^cd. The laughing 
stripling, in consequence, spoke tauntingly fO him, and Rustem 
said, “ Night is coming on, we will resume the h. Ule to-morrow.” 
Sohrdb replied, “ Go, I have given thee enough, lowill now let 
Kalis feel the sharpness of my sword ! ” and, at the same 
moment that he proceeded against the Persian king,d’ustom 
galloped forward to lie revenged on the Tiiriinians. But in tlic 
midst of his career, the unprotected situation of Kaiis struck 
bis mind, and returning to his own army, found that Sohrab 
had slain a number of his waiTiors, and ivas still com¬ 
mitting great havoc. lie called to him, and said, “ Let 
there be a truce to-night; but if thou art still for war, 
oppose thyself to me alone! ” Sohrab was himself wcaiy, 
and closed with the first proposal. Both accordingly retired 
to their tents. 

In the night Kilns sent for Rustem, and observed, that during 
the whole period of his life he had never witnessed or heard of 
such overwhelming valour as had been c-riiibited by the young 
invader.;* to which Rustem replied, “ I know not, but he seems 
to be formed of iron. 1 have fought him with sword, and 
arrow, and mace, and he is still unhurt. In the warrior’s art 
he is ray superior, and Hcaveil^nows what may be the result 
to-morrow.” Having retired to his own place of rest, Rustem 
passed the night in petitions to the Almighty, and to his 
brother Ziiara he said, “ Alas ! I have felt that the power 
of this youth’s arm is prodigious. Should any thing untoward 
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not of opposition to this trinmpliant Tartar, for certainly the 
whole of Persia will fall under his control.” 

Meanwhile SohRib, having returned to his tent, said to 
Ildman, “ This old* man has the strength and the p'ort of 
Rustem ; (lod forbid that, if the signs which my mother gave 
be true, he shoulc^ prove my father!” Human said, in answer: 
“ I have often secli Rustem, and I know him ; but this is not 
the champion of .fersia—atul though his horse*is like Rakush, 
it is not the same.l From this declaration of Human, Sohnib 
felt assured that this was not Rustem. 

As soon as th^morning dawned both the combatants wore 
opposed to caf'k>«ther; and wiieii the eye of Sohrsib fell upon 
Rustem, ap/ihstinctive fecliiig of affection rose in his heart, 
and he wi/ned to close the contest in peace. 

“ TiCt UvS togiitbor sit and shun the strife, 

Whieh sternly seeks each othci’s valued life ; 

Let others mix in figlit, whilst we agree, 

And yield our licarta to peace and amity. 

Affection fills my breast with hopes aiid fears, 

For thee niy cheeks arc overflowed with tears ; 

How have 1 ceaseless sought to know thy name, 

Oh, tell it now, thou man of mighty fame.’’ 

To this address, Rustem replied, that the words of the pre¬ 
ceding evening were of a different import, and the agreement 
was to Avrestlc to-day. “ I am not,” said he, “ a person of 
trick or artifice, nor a child, as thou art, but I am prepared 
to WMfitle with thee.” Sohrab finding every effort fruitless, 
^41 his hopes disappointed, and his views frustrated at evciy 
step, dismounted and prepared for the ^contest. Rustem w’as 
already on foot, tightening his girdle previous to the struggle. 

Like lions they together tugged, and strained 
Their nervous limbs ;—and from their bodies flowed 
Streams of red blood and sweat. Sohrab with force 
Equal* to aimail elephant’s, raised up 
The champion, and upon the sandy plain 
Dashed him down backward. Then upon iiis breast, 

Fierce as a tiger on a prostrate elk, 

11c all rc^y to lop off the head. 



isd 


tHE SHXh NlilEfl.' 


But Ruslem called out in time, Md baid, “According to 
the custom of my country, the first time a combatant in 
wrestling is thrown, his head is not severed from his bodyj 
but only after the second fall.” As soon as Sohrdb heard 
these words, he returned his dagger into the sheath, and 
alloAvcd his antagonist to rise. 

• When the youth I'eturncd to his tent,'i and told Hiiraan 
what he had done, the Tiir;Uiiau chief Ijimented deeply the 
thoughtlessness of his conduct. “ To cnboavc the lion,” said 
he, “ and then set him at liberty to de\ mr thee, was cer¬ 
tainly a foolish thing!” But Sohrab sa.j}^ “lie is still in 
my power, being inferior to me in skill and +'(i)rength, and I 
shall to-inoiTow be able to command the samy g,dvaiitagc.’ 
To this. Human replied, “ The wise never look upon gn enemy 
as weak and contemptible ! ” 

When Kustem had escaped from the battle with Sohrab, 
he purified himself Avith water, and prostrated himself all 
night in devotion t.o the Almighty, praying that his former 
strength and power might be vouchsafed to him. It is said 
that in the first instance (rod gave him so much strength, 
that in phiciiig his foot upon a rock it sunk to its centre. 
But as he was thus unable to walk, he prayed for a suitable 
diminution of power, and the prayer was accepted. With 
this diminished power, though still prodigious, he was now 
again favoured, and on the following day the fight was re¬ 
newed. “ What! here again ? ” said Sohrilb, triumphantly. 

• , Again th^ir backs they wrestling bend,* 

Again their limbs they seem to rend ; 

They seize each other’s girdlc-baiid, 

And strain and grasp with foot and hand, 

Doubt hanging still on either side. 

From morn to sombre even-tide* * 


* Wrestling is a favourite sport in the east* From Homer down to Statuis, 
the Qreek and Boman poets have introduced wrestling in their Epic ^ms. 
Wrestlers, like the gladiators at Home, are exhibited in India on a variety of 
occasions* Prize wrestlers were common in almost every European natk 
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At l&iigth Biisteni made a powerful effort, and got Sohnib 
under hirii. Apprehensive however that he had not strength 
enough to keep him ^here, he plunged his dagger in the side 
of the unhappy youth, and fatally prevented all further re¬ 
sistance. Groaning heavily, the dying Sohrdb said: “Alas! 
I came here in anxious search of my father, and it has cost 
me my life. But If thou wert a fish, and sought refuge at 
the bottom of the Mean, or a star in the heavens, my father 
udll l)e revenged on thee for this deed.”—“What is thy 
father's name ? ” the champion. “ His name is Rustem, 
and my jnother is/thc daiightc’’ of the king of Suinengati.” 
On hearing tktjsc words, the world faded before Rustem’s 
eyes, and lyr fell senseless on the ground. After some time 
he rose ’v'in deep agitation, and asked Sohrab what tokens he 
possessed to prove the truth of his assertion,—“for I am 
Rustem! ” he said in agony. “ Alas ! ” rejoined Sohrab, 
“ the instinctive feeling was ever at my heart, but, wonderful 
to say, it received no mutual assurance from thine! If a 
.token is required, ungird my mail, and there behold the 
amulet which my mother bound on my arm, and which 
Rustem gave to her, saying that it would be of extraordinary 
use on a future day.” The sight of the amulet was an over¬ 
whelming blow to the father—he exclaimed in bitterness of 
soul: “ 0 cruelly art thou slain my sou! my son! What 
father ev6r thus destroyed his own offspring! I shall never 
be reldftsed from the horror of this dreadful crime, and therc- 
fdre better will it be that I put an end to my own existence ! ” 
But Sohry,b dissuaded him from this res«dution. “ It lias bedn 

The old poet Drayton in his Poly-Olbion alludes to this manly exercise in 
England. * 

This isle In wrestling dotli excel ^ 

^tth collars be they yoked, to prove the ann at length, 

Xiko bulla set head to head, with meer deliver sti'cngth; 

Or by the girdles gmsp'di they ]n*acti(;e with the hip, 

The forward, backward, fhbc, tlio mar, the turn, the trip: 

Wheu stript Into their shirts each other they invade, 

*Wit]iin a spacious ring, for the beholders made, 

Aceurding to the law. 
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my destiny tlms to perish, it can be of no avail to kill thyself. 
Let me depart, alone—and thou remain for ever.” Rustem, in 
utter despair, flung himself on the ground, and covered his 
head with dust and ashes ; whilst Sohrilb continued writhing 
and fluttering like a bird, from the anguish of his wound. 

When the people of Kaiis perceived Rakush riderless, they 
reported to him that Rustem was dead, ^nd a loud wail of 
sorrow arose ^rom the whole army. Th|^ lucsscngcr who wr.s 
sent to ascertain the particulars of the misfortune, found Rus¬ 
tem rolling in the dust in the deepest alL'ction, and Sohrah at 
the point of death ; and raising up the hcixt’ of the cjiampion, 
asked him what had happened. “ I have done J;hat,” said he, 
“ which has made me weary of life. I have, in my old age, 
slain my son ! ” Zi'uiva, his brother, hearing this,* ^urned in 
sorrow to 8ohrah, who said to him : “ Such is my destiny, such 
the will of fortune. It was decreed that I should perish by the 
hand of my father. I came like a flash of lightning, and now 
I depart like the empty wind.” Both Rustem and Ziiilra were 
inconsolable, but Sohrab again tried to soothe them, and said,, 
“ No person remains for ever in the world; then why this 
grief ? ” Ho then addressed Rustem, “ 0 let not those who 
have followed my fortunes he put to trouble, or punished on my 
account,—they arc not to blame.” And Rustem set his mind 
entirely at rest about them. 

Giidarz was now sent by the champion to Kiliis to ask him 
for a cordial balm which he possessed of wonderful virtue, in 
the hope that it might restore Sohiilb to life. But when Uie 
k’ing hfeard the requdtit, he said; “Doubtless the cordial will 
make him better, but I cannot forget the scandal and disgrace 
which this youth heaped upon me even in presence of my own 
army. Besides which, he threatened to deprive me of my 
crown, and give it to Rustem. I will not serve him.” 

When GAcIarz heard this cruel speech, 

Which flintj heart alone could teach, 

He hastened back and told the tale; 

But though it was his fotc to fail, 
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Rustem himself, the king might calm, 

And gain the life-reviving balm I 
Then Rustem to his sovereign went, 

But scarcely had he reached the tent, 

Ere news arrived that all was past,— 

The warrior-youth had breathed his last I 

RuBtem returned .with the utmost speed, and tontiiiued 
mourning intensely. \ “ Son of the valiant! thoir art gone, the 
descendant of lieroes^jhas departed. Right would it be AA’ere I 
to cut oif both my binds, and sit for evermore in dust and 
darkness.” The bo^ of Sohrdb was then placed on a bier, 
and there ^vas noth^g but lameniAtion. 

Alas I/or that valour, that wisdom of thine, 

Alas/^that sweet life thou wert doomed to resign; 

! for the anguish thy mother must feel, 

And thy father’s alHictioii, which time will not heal. 


The champion now proceeded to his tent, and consigned all 
his property, Avarlike appurtenances, and armour, to the ilames. 

Why should affection cling to this vain world, 

Still lleeting, never for a moment fixed I 
Who that has reason or reflection ever 
Can be deceived by life’s delusive joys? 


KiLiis himself now repaired to Rustem, and offered him the 
consolation he required: 

“ No one is free from sorrow, all 
Who sojourn on this earthly ball, 

Must weep o’er friends and kindnyl gone, 

And some arc left to mourn, alone. 

’Twas ever thus since time began, 

For aonow is the lot of man.” 


Upon this Rustem observed: “ Thus it is, the arrow has 
reached the mark. My son is dead 1 and after this, I shall 
never more gird my loins against the Tilrdnians. Let me 
request that F 'an^n may be allowed to return with his army 
’^^^Qg^sted td Jiis own country, and that peace be made with 
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Afrcisiydb.” The king acceded to this solicitation, saying,' 
“ My heart bleeds for thee, and on thy account I will overlook 
the injuries and insults which I have received from my implac¬ 
able'" enemy. Let them go.” Ziidra was appointed to see Hdmdn 
and the Tartar troops across the Jihdn, and at the same time 
Kdiis w’itli his army returned to Irdn. 

Meanw'hile Rustem accompanied the bier"'of Sohrdb to Sistan, 
and was met‘by ZsU, with his household an*'’^ troops in mourning 
raiment, throwing ashes over their heads. *He said to his father, 
“Alas! in this narrow coffin lies the*very image of Sdm 
Suwilr! ” and when the bier was conveyed’’into the house, ^oud 
and continued lamentations burst forth fro^n the mother of 
Rustem and the women of her family. At length the body of 
Sohrdb was honourably interred, and a lasting^\, monument 
erected to his memory. 

When the melancholy tidings of the stripling’s fate arrived 
at Samengtin, and were communicated to Tahmineh, she lighted 
a fire and threw herself into it; and w'hen rescued fropi the 
flames by her people, she burnt her flowing hair, and disfigured 
her body in the agony of desperation. 


With her clenched hand she tore her raven locks, 
Locks of ensnaring beauty, as these words, 

Uttered with frenzied look, and ti‘embling accent, 
Pell from her lips : “ My child, my darling child j 
Where art thou now, mixed with the worthless earth, 
In a remote, inhospitable land ? 

Seeking thy father, what hiist thou obtained ? 

Death from a iiarcnt s hand I 0 how I loved thee, 
^And watched thee night and day ; whom can I now 
'* Clasp in these longing arms, to whom relate 
The agony I suffer I 0 my child ! 

Where were the tokens which I gave to thee, 

Why didst thou not present them to his view? 

But wherefore did I madly stay behind, 

Arid not point out to theq thy mighty father ? ** 

Thus wildly she exclaifnpd, and all around ^ 

Seeing her frantic grief, shed floods of iea^. 

The gt|*iplmg’B horse was broug^bt, tq her boson^ 
She pressed the hoofs, and pissed the head 'and face, 
bathing them with ncr tears. His mhil, hpliq, - 

big br| 41 e, 
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Were all before ber, and with these she beat 
Hct bursting head, as If she could not feel 
Aught but the wounds of her maternal spirit. 

Thus she unceasing raved and wept by turns, 

Till one long y^ay had passed—then, welcome death 
Released her from the heavy load of life, 

The pressure of unmitigated woe. 



Thk story op SAIAWUSH. 

Early r ao morning as the cock crew, Tiis arose, and accomr 
panied by Grlw and Gudarz and a company of horsemen, pix)- 
cceded on a hunting excursion, not far from the banks of the 
Jihiin, where, after j-angiug about the forest for some time, 
they happened to fall iu with a damsel of extreme beauty, with 
smiling lips, blooming cheeks, and fascinating mien. They said 
to her; 

“ Never was seen so sweet a flower, 

In garden, vale, or fairy bower ; 

The moon is on thy lovely face, 

Thy cypress-form is full of gi'ace; 

But why, with charms so soft and meek, 

Dost thou the lonely forest sock i ’’ 

« 

« She replied that her father was a violent man, and that she 
had left her home to escape his anger. She had orossedjthe 
river Jihiin, and had travelled several leagues on foot, iu con¬ 
sequence of her horse being too much fatigued to bear her 
farther. She had at that time been three days in the forest. 
On being questioned respecting her parentage, she said her 
father’s name was SMwer, of the race of Eeridiin. Many 
a^veteigns had been Buitora for her hand, but she did not 
ap^Drove of ope pf them. At last he wanted tq marry her tq 
^^Qslki^g,*^^ rolei^.qf TM, but sh@ refused him on moeoupt 
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of his ugliness and bad temper! This she said was the cause 
of her father’s violence, and of her flight from home. 


But when his angry mood is Q'cr, 
He’ll love his daughter as before ; 
And send his horsemen far and near, 
To take me to my mother dear; 
Therefore, I would not further stray, 
But here, without a murmur, stayh’ 


The hearts of both Tiis and G i\v were eqhally inflamed with 
love for the damsel, and each was equally determined to support 
his own pretensions, in consequence of which a quan’cl arose 
between them. At length it was agreed to refer the matter to 
the king, and to abide by his decision. When, however, the 
king beheld the lovely object of contention, he waErnot dis¬ 
posed to give her to either claimant, but without hesitation 
took her to himself, after having first ascertained that she was 
of distinguished family and connection. In due time a son 
Was born to him, who was, according to the calculations of the 
aArologers, of wonderful promise, and named Sai^wush. The 
prmhecies about his surprising virtues, and his future renown, 
male Kiiis anxious that justice should be done to his opening 
taints, and he was highly gratified when Rustem agreed to 
take him to Zdbulistdn, and there instruct him in all the ac¬ 


complishments which were suitable to his illustrious rank,. He 

was accordingly taught horsemanship and 

duct himself at banquets, how„t'h^-j^;;^i with 'Jw i ^ 

leopard, and made f^^niar with the mannera and duty o^ 
kings, an^the hardu-.^ Chivalry of the age. His progress in the 
attainment of ev^ry species of knowledge and science was sur! 
prising, an^:y fh hunting he never stooped to the pursuit of 
anmala i^mfenov to the lion or the tiger. It was not long before 
youth felt anxious to pay a visit to his fatW, and Rustem 
willingly complying with his wishes, accompanied his accom¬ 
plished pupil to the royal court, where they were both received 
With becoming distinction, Sai{lwush having fulfilled Kdiifl 
expectations in the highest degree, and the king’s gratitude Jo 
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the champion being in proportion to the eminent merit of his 
services on the interesting occasion. After this, however, pre¬ 
ceptors were continued to enlighten his mind seven years 
longer, and then he was emancipated from further application 
and study. 

One day Siidaveh;^ the daughter of the Shah of HTimiivcran, 
happening to sec Si'islwush sitting with his father, the beauty 
of his person made a'} instantaneous impression on her heart. 


The fire of lf)vc eoiisuniccl her breast, 
The thoughts of him denied her rest. 
For him alone she p'ncd in grief, 
From him nlonc she sought relief, 
And called him to her secret bower, 
To wliilc away the passing hour : 

Blit Saidwush refused the call, 

He would not shame his father’s hall. 


The enamoured Siidaveh, however, was not to be disap- 
pointed without further effort, and on a subsequent day she 
boldly went to the king, and praising the character and attain¬ 
ments of his son, proposed that he should be united in marriage 
to one of the damsels of royal lineage under her care. For the. 
pretended purpose therefore of making his choice, she requested 
he might be sent to the harem, to see all the ladies and fix on 
one the most suited to his taste. The king approved of the 
proposal, and intimated it to Saiawush ; but Saidvvush was 
modest, timid, and bashful, and mentally suspected in this 
overture some artifice of Si'idiivch. He accordingly hesitated, 
hut the king overcame his scruples, and the youth ab*lgngtlr 
^,a,ired to the sliubistiin, as the retired apartments of the 
w’omen are called, with fear and trembling. When he entered 
witf^’A the precincts of the sacred place, he was surprised by 
t’ richness and magnificence of every thing that struck his 
sight. He was delighted with the company of beautiful women, 
and he observed Siidaveh sitting on a splendid throne in an 
interior chamber, like Heaven in beauty and loveliness, with a 
-jtgj^net on her head, and her hair" floating round her in musky 

* L 
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ringlets. Seeing him she descended gracefully, and clasping 
him in her arms, kissed his eyes and face with such ardour and 
enthusiasm that he thought proper to roftire from her endear¬ 
ment; 'and mix among the other damsels, who placed him on a 
golden chair and kept him in agreeable conversation for some 
time. Aflcr this pleasing interview he re|-urned to the king, 
and gave him*a very favonrablc account his reception, and 
the heavenly s])lendour of the retirement^ worthy of Jeinshid, 
Feridiin, or lliisheng, which gladdened his father’s heart. Kiius 
repeated to him his wish that he would at once choose one of the 
lights of the harem for his wife, as the astrologers had prophe- 
■ sied on his marriage the birtli of a prince. But Saiilwush 
endeavoured to excuse himself from going again to Sudslvch’s 


apartments. The king smiled at his weakness, and assured 
him that Siidaveh was alone anxious for his happiness, upon 
which the youth found himself again in her power. She was 
suiTouuded by the damsels as before, but, whilst his eyes were 
cast down, they shortly disappcjired, leaving him and the 
^amoured Siidaveh together. She soon approached him, and 
s^^lfe^inngly said; 


“ 0 why the secret keep from one, 

Who.se heart is fixert on thoc alone I 
Hay who thou art, from whom descoiided, 
Home Peri with a mortal blcufltH], 

For every maid who sees that face, 

That cypress form replete with "race, 
Becomes a victim to the wiles 
Which nestle in those dimpled smiles ; 
Becomes thy own adoring slave, 

Whom ifothing but thy love can save,” 


To this Saiiiwush made no reply. The history of the adven¬ 
ture of Kalis at irauiiivorun, uiid what the Linjr and his warriors 
endured in consequence of the treachery of the father of Siidd- 
vch, flashed upon his mind. He therefore was fnll of appre¬ 
hension, and breathed not a word in answer to her fondness, 
Sudiiveh observing his silence and reluctance, threw away frenr 
herself the veil of modesty, • .' 
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And Aaid : 0 be my omi, for I am thine, 

And clasp me in thy oi-ms I ” And then she sprang 
To the astonished hoj, and eagerly 
Kissed his deep crimsoned cheek, which filled his soul 
With strange confusion. “ When the king is dead, 

O take me to thyself; sec how I stand, 

Body and soul devoted unto thcc.” 

In bis heart he said : ** This never can ho ; 

This is a demon’s work—shall I he treachorous^ 

Wliat 1 to my own dear father ? Never, never ; * 

I will not Ihus be tempted by the devil; 

Yet must I not he cold to this wild woman, 

For fear of further folly.’* 


SaiiwuBh then expressed his r-iadiness to be united in mar¬ 
riage to her daughter, and to no other ; and when this intelli¬ 
gence was conveyed to Ktiiis by Siidaveh herself, his majesty 
was extremely pleased, and munificently opened his treasury 
on the happy occasion. But Sildtiveh still kept in view her 
own design, and still labouring for its success, sedulously read 
her own incantations to prevent disappointment, at any rate to 
punish the uncomplying youth if she failed. On another day 
She sent for him, and exclaimed; 

“ I cannot now dissemble; since I saw thee 
I seem to be as dead—my heart all withered, 

Seven years have passed in unrequited love— 

Seven long, long years. O 1 bo not still obdurate, 

But with the generous impulse of affection, 

Oh, bless my anxious spirit, or, refusing, 

Thy life will be in peril; thou shalt die I ” 

■*“ Never,” replied the youth ; 0, never, never ; 

Oh, ask me not, for this can never be.** 

Saiiwiish then rose to depart precipitately, but Siiddvoh 
ubscrviiig him, endeavoured to cling round him and arrest his 
flight. The endcav^^ur, however, was fruitless; aud finding at 
length her situation desperate, she (Ictormiucd to turn the 
udvcntnre iijito her own favour, by accusing Saiiiwush of an 
atrocious outrage on her own person and virtue. She accord- 
iugly tore her dress, screamed aloud, and rushed out of her 

to inform Kaiis of the indignity she had suftered. 
Vinui^ her woijicn the most clamorous lamentations arose, and 
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echoed on eveiy side. The king, on hearing that Saidwush 
had preferred Siidslveh to her daughter, and that he had medi¬ 
tated so abominable an oironce, thought ,t;hat death alone could 
expiate his crime. ITe therefore summoned him to his pre¬ 
sence ; but satisfied that it would be difficult, if not impossible, 
to asciu’taih the truth of the ease from either party concerned, 
he had recourse to a test which he thoughfc' would be infallible 
and conclusive, lie first smelt the hands of Saiawush, and 
then his gjirmcnts, which had the scent of rose-water; and 
then he took the garments of Siidilveh, which, on the contraiy, 
had a strong flaA oiir of wine and musk. Upon this discovery, 
the king resoh ed on the death of Siidaveh, being convinced of 
the falsehood of the accusation she had made against his son. 
But Avhen his indignation subsided, he Avas induced on various 
accounts to forego that resolution. Yet he said to her, “ I am 
sure that Saiawush is innocent, but let that remain concealed.” 
Siidslveh, hoAvever, pemsted in asserting his guilt, and continually 
urged him to punish the reputed offender, but without being 
attended to. 

At length he resolved to ascertain the innocence of Saislwush 
by the ordeal of fire ; and the fearless youth prepared to 
undergo the terrible trial to Avhich he Avas sentenced, telling 
his father to be under no alarm. 

“ The truth (and its reward I claim), 

AVill bear me safe through fiercest flame.” 


A tremendous fire Avas accordingly lighted on the adjacent 
plain, AA'hich blazed lo an immense distance. The youth was 
attired in his golden helmet and a white robe, and mounted on 
a black horse. lie put up a prayer to the Almighty for protec¬ 
tion, and then rushed amidst the conflagration, as collectedly as 
if the act had been entirely free from peril. When Siidaveh 
heard the confused exclamations that were utWred at that 
moment, she hiirricd upon the terrace of the palace and Avit- 
ncssed the appalling sight, and in the fondness of her hearty 
wished even that she could share his fate, the' fate of J/im of 
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whom she was so deeply enamoured. The king himself fell 
from his throne in horror on seeing him surrounded and 
enveloped in the flames, from wliich there seemed no chance 
of extrication; but the gallant youth soon rose up, like the 
moon from the bursting element, and went through the ordeal 
unharmed and untouched by the tire. ICdiis, on coming to his 
senses, rejoiced exceedingly on the happy occasion, and his 
severest anger was directed against Kiuhiveh, niioin he now 
determined to put to death, not only for her own guilt, but for 
exposing his son to such imminent danger. The noble youth, 
however, interceded for her. Siidaveh, notwithstanding, still 
continued to practice her charms and incantations in secret, to 
the end that Saiawush might be put out of the way ; and in 
this pumuit she was indeed indefatigable. 

Suddenly intelligence was received that Afrilsiyab had 
assembled another army, for the purpose of making an irrup¬ 
tion into Iran; and Kfnis, seeing that a Tartar could neither 
be bound by promise nor oath, I’csolved that he would on this 
occasion take the field himself, i)enetratc as far as Balkh, and 
seizing the country, make an example of the inhabitants. But 
Siiiawush perceiving in this prospect of afl'airs an ojjportunity 
of becoming free from the machinations and witcherv of Sii- 
diiveh, earnestly requested to be employed, adding that, with 
the advice and bravery of Rustem, lie would be sure of success. 
^J’hc king referred the matter to Rustem, who candidly declared 
that the.rQ was no necessity whatever for his majesty proceeding 
I)er(^pnally to the war ; and upon this assurance he threw open 
in's treasuiy, and supplied all the resoui’^es of the enl^vre to 
equip the troops appointed to accompany them. After one 
month the army marched towards Balkh, the point of attack. 

On the other side Geraiwaz, the ruler of Balghar, joined the 
Tartar legions at l^alkh, commanded by Bjlrmdn, who both 
sallied forth to oppose the Persian host, and after a conflict of 
three days were defeated, and obliged to abandon the fort. 
When the accounts of this calamity reached Afrasiydb, he was 
with the^utmost terror, which was increased by a di-eadful 
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di'c^vm. He thought he was in a forest abounding with serpents, 
and that the air was darkened by the appearance of countless 
eagles. The ground was parched up with heat, and a whirlwind 
Imrlfed down his tent and overthrew his banners. On every 
side flowed a river of blood, and the whole of his army had 
l)ecn defeated and butchered in his sight. He wiis afterwards 
taken prisoner, and ignominiously conducted to Kaiis, in whoso 
company he beheld a gallant youth, not more than fourteen 
yeare of ago, who, the moment he saw him, plunged a dagger 
in his loins, and with the scream of agony produced by the 
Avound, he awoke. Gersiwaz had in the meantime returned 
Avibli the remnant of his force; and being informed of these 
particulars, endeavoured to console Afrfisiyilb, by assuring him 
that the true interpretation of dreams was the reverse of ap¬ 
pearances. But Atriisiyab was not to be consoled in this 
manner. He referred to his .astrologers, who, hoAvever, he*si- 
tated, and were unAvilling to afford an explanation of the 
mysterious vision. At length one of them, upon the solicited 
promise that the king would not punish him for divulging the 
truth, described the nature of the warning implied in what had 
been witnessed. 

“ And now I tlirow aside the veil, 

AVliicIi hides the darkly shadowed tale. 

Led by a ]n-iiice of prosperous star, 

The Persian legions sj»ced to war, 

And in his horoscope we scan 
The lordly victor of 'J’uritn. 

Tf thou fihouldst to the conflict rush, 

Opposed to conquering SaiAwush, 

•j' Thy Turkish cohorts will be slain, 

And all tby saving efforts vain. 

For if he, in the threatened strife. 

Should haply chance to lose his life; 

Thy country’s fate will be the same. 

Stripped of its throne and diademf’ 


Afrsisiyilb was satisfled with this interpretation, and felt the 
prudence of avoiding a war so pregnant with evil consequences 
to himself and his kingdom. He therefore deputed 
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to the head-quarters of Saiuwosh, with splendid presents, con¬ 
sisting of horses richly caparisoned, armour, swords, and other 
costly articles, and a written despatch, proposing a termination 
to hostilities. , 

In the meantime Saiiiwush was anxious to pursue the enemy 
across the Jilnin, hut was dissuaded by his friends. When 
Oerstwaz arrived on his embassy he was received with distinc¬ 
tion, and the object of his mission being understood, a secret ‘ 
council was held upon what answer should be given. It was 
then deemed proper to demand: first, one hundred distin¬ 
guished heroes as hostages; and secondly, the restoration of 
all the provinces which the Turanians had taken from Iran. 
(Jersivvaz sent immediately to Afrasiyab to inform him of the 
conditions required, and witliout the least delay they were 
approved. A hundred wanioi's were soon on tlieir way ; and 
Bokhara, and Samerkdnd, and llaj, and the l^unjab, were 
faithfully delivered over to Haiawusli. Afi-asiyab himself re¬ 
tired tow'ards Gungduz, saying, “ I have had a terrible dream, 
and I will surrender whatever may be required from me, rather 
•than go to war.” 

The negotiations being concluded, Saiiuvush sent a letter to 
his father by the hands of Rustem. Rumour, however, had 
already told Kc'uis of Afrdsiyiib’s dream, and the terror he had 
been thrown into in consequence. The astrologers in his 
service having prognosticated from it the certain ruin of the 
Turiiiian king, the object of Rustem’s mission was directly 
contrary to the wishes of KiUis ; but Rustem contended that 
the policy was good, and the terms were good, and h^ thereby 
incurred his majesty’s displcasm*e. On this account i^tlus ap¬ 
pointed Tus the leader of the Persian army, and commanded 
him to march against Afrdsiydb, ordering Saidwush at the same 
time to return, and bring with him his hundred hostages. At 
this command SaiiLwush was grievously offended, and consulted 
with his chieftains, Bihrilm, and Zinga, and Shsiweran, on the 
fittest com-se to be pursued, saying, “ 1 have pledged my word 
^the fulfilment of the terms, and what will the world say if I 
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do not keep my iiiith ? ’’ The chiefs tried to quiet his mind, 
and recommended him to write again to E^lus, expressing his 
readiness to renew the war, and return the hundred hostages. 
But 'Saiawush was in a dificrent humour, and thought as Tiis 
had been actually appointed to the command of the Peraian 
army, it would be most advisable for him to abandon his 
country and join Afnlsiyiib. The chiefs, upon hearing this 
singular resolution, unanimously attempted to dissuade him 
from pui-suiug so wild a course as throwing himself into the 
power of his enemy ; but he was deaf to tlieir entreaties, and 
in the stubbornness of his spirit, wrote to Afriisiyilb, informing 
him that Ksliis had refused to ratify the treaty of peace, that 
lie was compelled to return the hostages, and even himself to 
seek protection in TiiriUi from the resentment of his father, the 
warrior Tus having boon already entrusted with the charge gf 
the army. This unexpected intelligence excited considerable 
surprise in the mind of Afnlsiyiib, but ho had no hesitation in 
selecting the coureo to be followed. The ambassadoi’s, Zinga 
and Shilwcriln, were soon furnished with a reply, which was to 
this eircct; “] settled the terms of peace with thee, not with' 
thy father. With him I lau c nothing to do. If thy choice 
be retirement and trauciuillity, thou shalt have a peaceful and 
independent province allotted to thee ; but if war be thy object, 
I will furnish thee with a large army: thy father is old and 
infirm, and with the aid of Ilustem, Persia will be an easy con¬ 
quest.” Having thus obtained the promised favour and., support 
of Afrasiyilb, Saiawush gave in charge to Billmlm the city of 
Balkh, the army and, treasure, in order that they might be 
delivered over to Tiis on his airival; and taking with him 
three hundred chosen horsemen, passed the Jihun, in progress 
to the court of Afriisiyilb. On taking this decisive step, lie 
again wrote to Kiliis, saying : 

“ From my youth upward I have auffcicd wrong ' 

At first Sddilveh, false and treacherous, 

Sought to destroy my happiness and fame; 

And thou hadst nearly sacrificed my life 
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To glut her vengeance. The astrologers 
Were all unheeded, who pronounced me innocent, 

And 1 was doomed to brave devouring lire, 

To testify that I was free from guilt; 

But God was *iy deliverer I V^ictory now 

Has marked my progress. Balkh, and all its 8]:>oils, 

Arc mine, and so rcductnl the enemy, 

That 1 have gained a hiiudred hostages, 

To guarantee the peace which I have made; 

And what my recompense ! a father’s anger. 

Which takes rae from my glory. Thus det)rivcd 
Of thy affection, whither can I fly? 

Be it to friend or foe, the vrill of fate 
Must be my only guide—condemned by thee.*’ 

TIjo reception of Saiiiwush by Afi-iisiyitb was warm and 
flattering. From the gates of the city to the palace, gold and 
incense were scattered over his bead in the customary manner, 
and exclamations of welcome uttered on every side. 

“ Thy presence gives joy to the land, 

WhioJi awaits Ihy command ; 

It is thine 1 it is tiune 1 

All tlie chiefs of the slate have assembled to meet thee, 

All the flowers of the land aic in blossom to greet thee ! ” ' 


The youth was placed on a golden throne next to Afriisiyslb, 
and a magnificent banquet prepared in honour of the stranger, 
and music and the songs of beautiful women eidivencd the 
festive scene. They chaunted the pi'aiscs of Saiawush, distin¬ 
guished, as they said, among men for three things: firet, for 
being the line of Kai-kobM ; secondly, for his faith and 
honour ; and, thirdly, for the wonderful beauty of his person, 
which had gained universal love and admiration. Th^ favour¬ 
able sentiments which characterized the first introduction of 
Saiawush to AfrisiyAb contimied to prevail, aud indeed the 
king of Tui’tlu seenjed to regard him with increased attachment 
and friendship, as the time passed away, aud shewed him all 
the respect and honour to which his royal birth would have 
entitled him in. his own country. After the lapse of a year, 
PfiAu-wlsah, one of AfiAsiyilb’s generals, said to him : “ Young 
p^^|ee, thou art now high in the favour of the king, and at a 
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^reat distance from Peisia, and thy father is old ; would it not 
therefore bo better for thee to many and take up thy residence 
among us for life ? ” The suggestion was a rational one, and 
SaiAwush readily expressed his acquiescence; accordingly, the 
lovely Giilshaher, who was also named Jarira, having been 
introduced to him, he was delighted with her person, and both 
consenting to a union, the marriage ceremony was immediately 
performed. . ' 

And many a warm delicious kiss, 

Told how he loved the wedded bliss. 

Some time after this union, Pirdn suggested another alliance, 

for the purpose of strengthening his political interest and 

}X)wer, and this was with Fcrangis, the daughter of AMsiyab. 

l>ut Saiiiwush was so devoted to Giilshaher that he first con- 

« 

suited with her on the subject, although the hospitality and 
affection of the king constituted such strong claims on his 
gratitude that refusal was impossible. Giilshaher, however, was 
a heroine, and willingly sacrificed her own feelings for the 
good of Saiiiwush, saying she would rather condescend to be 
the \'ery handmaid of Ferangi's than that the happiness and 
prosijerity of her lord should lie compromised. The second 
marriage accordingly took place, and Afrtisiyab was so pleased 
with the match that he bestowed on the bride and her husband 
the sovereignty of Khoten, together with countless treasure in 
gold, and a great number of horses, camels, and elephants. 
In a short time they jiroceeded to the seat of the new govern¬ 
ment. t 

Meanwhile Kalis suffered the keenest distress and sorrow 
when he heard of the flight of Said,wush into Tiiriin, and 
Bustem felt such strong indignation at the conduct of the 
king that ho abruptly quitted the court, without permission, 
and retired to Sistdu. Kiiiis thus found himself in an embar¬ 
rassed condition, and deemed it prudent to recall both Tiis and 
the- army from Balkh, and relipquish further hpstile measures 
agaipst Afr^iyiib, 
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The first thing that Saislwush undertook after his arrival at 
Khoten, was to oi*der the selection of a beautiful site for his 
residence, and PMn devoted his services to fulfil that object, 
exploring all the prowiices, hills, and dales, on every aide. At 
last he discovered a beautiful spot, at the distance of about a 
month’s journey, which combined all the* qualities and advan¬ 
tages required by the anxious prince. It was situated on a, 
mountain, and suiTouuded by scenery of exquisite richness and 
variety. The trees were fresh and green, birds warbled on 
eveiy spray, transparent rivulets murmured through the 
meadows, the air was neither onpressively hot in summer, nor 
cold in* winter, so that the temiieraturc, and tlie attractive 
objects which presented themselves at every glance, : to 
realize the imagined charms and fascinations of Paradise. le 
inhabitants enjoyed'perpetual health, and every breeze 
laden with music and perfume. So lovely a place could lie 
fail to yield pleasure to Saiilwusli, who immediately set about 
building a palace there, and garden-temples, in which he had 
pictures painted of the most remarkable persons of his time, 

' and also the portraits of ancient kings. The walls were deco¬ 
rated with the likenesses of Kai-kobad, of Kai-kaiis, Poshang, 
Afrasiyjib, and Sam, and ZiU, and llustein, and other champions 
of Persia and Tunln, When completed, it was a gorgeous re¬ 
treat, and the sight of it sufficient to give youthful vigour to 
the withered faculties of age. And yet Saidwush was not 
happy Tcai-s started into his eyes and sorrow weighed upon 
hjg heart, ivhenever he thought upon his own estrangement 
from home! 

It happened that the lovely Giilshaher, who had been left in 
the house of her father, was delivered of a son in due time, and 
he was named Feriid. 

Ah^Asiy^b, on be*ing informed of the proceedings of Saidwush, 
and of the_ heart-expanding residence he had chosen, was highly 
gratihed; and to shew his affectionate regard, dispatched to 
him with the intelligence of the birth of a son, presents of 
t vala6 ^nd variety. Gersiwaz, the brother of Afr^iyilb, 
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and who had h'om the first looked upon Saii&wnsh with a 
jealous and malignant eye, being afraid of his interfering with 
his own prosjiects in Tiirsln, was the person sent on this occa¬ 
sion. But he hid his secret thoughts uud(?r the veil of outward 
praise and approbation. Saiawush was pleased with the intelli¬ 
gence and tlio presents, but failed to pay the customary resjiect 
lo Gereiwaz on,his aiTival, and, in consequence, the lurking 
indignation and liatrcd formerly felt by the latter were con¬ 
siderably augmented. The attention of Saiawush rcsixjcting 
his army and the concerns of the state, was unremitting, and 
noted by the visitor with a jealons^and scrutinizing eye, so that 
Gersiwaz, on his return to the court of Afnlsiyal), artfully 
talked much of the ijornp and splendour of the prince, and 
added; “ Raidwush is far from being the amiable character 
thou hast supposed; he is artful and ambitious, and he has 
collected an immense army ; he is in fact dissatisfied. As a 
proof of his haughtiness, he paid me but little attention, and 
doubtless very heavy calamity will soon befall Tiiran, should he 
break out, as I apprehend he will, into open reljellion. 

For ho is proiul, and thou hast yet to learn 
Tlic temper o£ thy dauj^hter Ferangis. 

Now bound to him in duty and affection ; 

Their purpose is the same, to overthrow 
The kingdom of Tiiran. and tliy dominion ; 

To merge the glory of this happy realm 
Into the Persian empire ! ” 

But plausible and persuasive as were the observations and 
positive* declarations of Gersiwaz, Afr.i,siyd,b would not believe 
the imputed ingratitude and hostility of Saislwush. “ He has 
sought my protection,” said he ; “ he has thrown himself iqxin 
my generosity, and I cannot think him ti’cachcrous. But if he 
has meditated any thing unmerited by me, and unworthy of 
himself, it will be better to send him back to Kai-kdds, his 
father.” The artful Gersiwaz, however, was not to be diverted 
from his object: he said that Saiawush had become peraonally 
acquainted with Tfirin, its position, its weakness, its strengtlij 



ISE SHlH KXmEE. 


167 


and resources, and aided by Eusfcem, would soon be able to 
overrun the country if he was suffered to return, 5,nd therefoi-c 
he recommended AfrA^iyiib to bring him from Khoten by some 
artifice, and secure him. In conformity with this suggestion, 
(Jereiwaz was again deputed to the young prince, and a letter 
of a friendly nature written for the purpose of blinding him to 
the real iiitcntions of his father-in-law. The letter ^vas no' 
sooner read than Saidumsh expressed his desire to comply with 
the request contained in it, saying that Afriisiyab had been a 
father to him, and that he would lose no time in fulfilling in 
all respects the wishes he had received. 

This compliance and promptitude, Jiowcver, was not in har¬ 
mony with the sinister views of Gersiwaz, for he foresaw that 
the very fact of answering the call immediately would shew 
that some' misrepresentation had been practised, and conse¬ 
quently it was his busmess now to promote procrastination, 
and an appearance of evasive delay. Ke therefore said to him 
privately that it would be advisable for him to wait a little, 
and not manifest such implicit obedience to the will of Afra- 
siyab ; but Saiiwush replied, that both his duty and affection 
urged him to a ready compliance. Then Gersiwaz pressed him 
more warmly, and represented how inconsistent, how unworthy 
of his illustrious lineage it would be to betray so meek a spirit, 
especially as he had a considerable anny at his command, and 
could vindicate his dignity and his lights. And he addressed 
to him*thcsc specious arguments so incessantly and wifh such 
earnestness, that the deluded prince was at last indiujed to put 
off his departure, on account of his wife Ferangis p-retendiiig 
that she was ill, and saying that the moment she was better he 
would return to Tiiriln. This was quite enough for treachery 
to work upon ; and as soon as the dispatch was sealed, Gei-siwaz 
conveyed it with the utmost expedition to Afnisiyab. Appear¬ 
ances, at "least, were thus made strong against Saiawush, and 
the tyrant of Tdriin, now easily convinced of his falsehood, and 
feeling in* consequence his former enmity renewed, forthwith 
i t^tf obled afi army to punish his refractory son-in-law. Gersi- 



fHE SitXn NlMEff. 


m 

waz was appointed the leader of that army, which was put in 
motion without delay agaijist the unoffending youth. The 
news of Afrilsiyjib’s warlike preparations, satisfied the mind of 
Saitlvvush that Gersiwaz had given him good advice, and that 
he had been a faithful monitor, for immediate compliance, he 
now concluded, would have been his utter ruin. Wlien he 
communicated this unwelcome intelligence to Ferangis, she was 
thrown into the greatest alarm and agitation ; hut ever fruitful 
in expedients, suggested the course that it seemed necessary he 
should instantly adopt, which was to fly by-% circuitous route 
hiick to Iran. To this he expressed no dissent, provided she 
would accompany him; but she said it was impossible to do so 
on account of the condition she was in. “ Leave me,” she 
added, “ and save thy own life ! ” lie therefore called together- 
his three hundred Iranians, and requesting Ferangis, if she 
happened to he delivered of a son, to call him Kai-khosrslu, set 
off on his journey. 

“ I go, surrounded by my enemies; 

The hand of merciless Afrasiyub 

Lifted against me,” 

It was not -the fortune of Saitiwush, however, to escape so 
easily as had been anticipated by Ferangis. Gersiwaz was soon 
at his heels, and in the battle that ensued, all the Iranians were 
killed, and also the horse upon which the unfortunate prince 
rode, so that on foot he could make but little progress. In the 
meantime Afrasiyitb came up, and surrounding him, wanted to 
shoot him with an arrow, but he was restrained from the violent 
act by the intercession of his people, who recommended his 
being taken alive, and only kept in prison. Accordingly he 
was again attacked and secured, and still Afrdsiytib wished to 
put him to death; but Pilsara, one of his warriors, and the 
brother of Piran, induced him to relinquish that* diabolicsil 
intention, and to convey him back to his own palace. Saidwusli 
was then iguominiously fettered and conducted to the 
residence, which he had himself erected and ornamented with 
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such richness and magnificence. The sight of the city and its 
splendid buildings filled every one with wonder and admiration. 
Upon the arrival of Afrasiyab, Forangis hastened to him in a 
state of the deepest distress, and implored his clemency and 
compassion in favour of Saiawush. 


0 father, he is not to blame, 

Still ]iurc and spotless is his name; 
Faithful and generous still to me, 

And never—^never false to thee. 

This hate to GersiAvas. he owes, 

The worst, the bitterest of his foes; 
Did he not thy protection seek, 

And wilt thou overpower the weak ? 
Spill royal blood thou shouldest bless, 
In cruel sport and wantonness 1 
And earn the curses of mankind, 
Living, in this precarious state, 

And dcjwi, the torments of the mind, 
Which hell inflicts upon the great 
Who revel in a murderous coui'se, 

And rule by cruelty and force. 


It scarce becomes me now to tell, 
What the accursed Zohtik bcfcl. 

Or what the punishment which hurled 
Selim and Tflr from out the world. 
And is not Eafls living now, 

With rightful vcngtance on his brow ? 
And Rustem, who alone can make 
Thy kingdom to its centre quake ? 
Gfldai-z, ZMi'a, and Friburz, 

And Tils, and Girgln, and Fi-amnrz ; 
And others too of fearless might, 

To challenge thee to mortal f ght ? 

O, from this peril turn away, 

Close not in gloom so bright a day; 
Some heed to thy poor daughter give, 
And let thy guiltless captive live,” 


The effect of this appeal, solemnly and urgently delivered, 
was only transitory. Afrsisiyjib felt a little compunction at the 
moment, but soon resumed his ferocious spirit, and to ensure, 
without interruption, the accomplishment of his purpose, cou- 
Ferangis in one of the remotest parts of the pal^; 
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Ana thus to Gerslwaz unfeeling spoke ; 

“ Off with his head, down with the cuemy; 

But take especial notice that his blood 
Stains not the earth, lest it should cry aloud 
For vengeance on us. Take good care of that 1 ** 

Oersiwaz, who was but too ready an instrument, immediately 
directed Khiii-zira, a kinsman of Afriisiy.lb, who had been also 
‘ one of the most zealous in promoting the ruin of the Persian 
prince, to inflict the deadly blow ; and Saiawush, whilst under 
the grasp of the executioner, had but time to put up a prayer 
to Heaven, in which he hoped that a sou might be born to him 
to vindicate his good name, and be revenged on his murderer. 
The executioner then seized him by the hair, and throwing him 
on tlie ground, severed the head from the body. A golden 
vessel was ready to receive the blood, as commanded by Afni- 
siyab ; but a few drops happened to bo spilt on the soil, and 
upon that spot a tree grew up, Avhich was aftcrw.ards called 
Saiawush, and Injlieved to possess many wonderful virtues! 
The blood was carefully conveyed to Afrasiyub, the head fixed 
on the point of a javelin, and the body was buried with resixjct 
and aflcctioii by his friend Pilsam, who had witnessed the 
melancholy catastrophe. It is also related that a tremendous 
tempest occurred at the time this amiable prince was murdered, 
and that a total darkness covered the face of the earth, so that 
the people could not distinguish each other’s faces. Then was 
the name of Afnisiyab truly execrated and abhorred for the 
cruel act he had committed, and all the inhabitants of Khoten 
long cherished the memory of Saiawush. 

Ferafigis was frantio with grief when she was told of the sad 
fate of her husband, and all her household uttered the loudest 
lamentations. Pilsam gave the intelligence to Pirin, and the 
proverb was then remembered ; “ It is better to be in hell, 
than under the rule of Afrasiyab ! ” When the deep sorrow ^ 
Ferangis reached the ears of her father, he determined on'a 
summary procedure, and ordered Gcrsxwaz to have her privately 
made away with, so that there might be no issue of hesr maiTiagQ. 
with Saiawush. 3' 
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Plnin with horror heard this stern command, 

And hasten'd to the king, and thus addi'csscd him : 

“ AVhat! would’st thou hurl thy vengeance on a woman, 
1'hat woman, too, tliy (laughter ? Is it wise, 

Or natural, thus sport with human life ? 

Already hast thou taken from her arms 
Her UTioffciidiug husband—that was cruel; 

But thus to shed an innocent woman’s bIoo<l, 

And kill her unborn infant—that would be 
Too dreadful to imagine 1 Is she not • 

Thy own fair daughter, given in happier time 
To him who won th}"^ favour and affection ? 

Think but of that, and from thy heart root otit 
This demon wish, which leads thee to a crime, 

Mocking concealment; vain were the endenvour 
To keep the murder secret, and when knr>\vn, 

The world's opprobrium would pursue th}^ name. 

And after death, what would thy portion bo I 
No more of this—honour me with the charge, 

And I will keep her witli a father’s care, 

In my own mansion.” Then AfrasiyAh 
Ueadily answered ; Take her to thy home, 

But when the child is l>orn, let it he brought 
ITomptly to me—my will must be obeyed. ’ 


Piran rejoiced at Ids success ; and assenting to the command 
%{ Afrasiyiib, took Ferangis with him to Khoten, where in due 
time a child was horn, and being a sou, was called Kai-khosrau. 
As soon as he was born, Piran took measures to prevent his 
being carried off to Afriisiyah, and committed him to the care 
of some peasants on the mountain Kaldn. On the same night 
Afrisiyab had a dream, in which he received intimation of the 
birth of JCai-khosrdu ; and upon this intimation lie sent for 
P(v^.n to know why his commamls had not been complied with. 
Pirdn replied, that he liad cast away the child in th(? j\'ildei- 
; “And why was ho not sent to me?” inquired the 
(j ¥pot. “ Because,” said Piriln, “ I considered thy own future 
i .jppincsB ; thou hast unjustly killed the father, and God forbid 
that thou shouldst also kill the son ! ” Afnisiyilb was abashed, 
and it is said that ever after the atrocious murder of Saiilwusli, 
he had been tormented with the most terrible and han'owiiig 
dreams. Gerslwaz now became hateful to his sight, and he 
at 1)^ deeply to I'epent of his violence and iulmmanity. 

M 
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Kai-khosrdu grew up under the fostering protection of the 
peasants, and showed early marks of surprising talent and 
activity. He excelled in manly exercises; and hunting ferocious 
animals was his peculiar delight, instructors had been pro¬ 
vided to initiate him in all the arts and pursuits cultivated by 
the warriorfe of those days, and even in his twelfth year accounts 
were forwarded* to Pinin of several Avondcrful feats which he 
had performed. 

TJuin smiled the jjood old man, and joyfnl said: 

“ 'Tis cvci' thus—the youth of royal bloCKl 

Will not disf'race liis liiicaj^o, but betray 

Jly his superior mien and gallant deeds 

From Avhonco he sinning. ^Tis by ihc luscious fruit 

Wc know the tree, and glory in its ripeness ! ” 

Pinln could not resist paying a visit to the youth in his 
mountainous retreat, and, happy to iind him, beyond all 
expectation, distinguished for the elegance of his external 
appearance, and the superior qualities of his mind, related to 
hdm the circumstances under which he had been exposed, and 
the rank and misfortunes of his father. An artifice then 
occurred to him which promised to be of ultimate advantage. 
He aftenvards told Afr^siyab that the olTspring of Ferangis, 
thrown by him into the Avildcniess to perish, had been found 
by a peasant and brought up, but that he understood the boy 
was little better than an idiot. Afr^iydb, upon this informa¬ 
tion, desired that he might be sent for, and in the meantime 
Piriin took especial care to instruct Kai-khosran liow he shcald 
act; w^iich was to seem in all respects insane, and he accord¬ 
ingly appeared before the king in the dress of a prince with a 
golden crown on his head, and the royal girdle round his loii^. 
K^-khosriu proceeded on horseback to the, court of Afrdsiydh, 
and having pei-formed the usual salutations, was suitably 
received, though with strong feelings of shame and .remorse on 
the part of the tyrant. AfrsisiyAb put several questions to him, 
which were answered in a wild and incoherent manner, entirely 
at variance with the subject proposed. The king could ' 
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help smiling, and supposing him to be totally deranged, allowed 
him to be sent Avith presents to his mother, for no harra, ho 
thought, could possibly be apprehended ironi one so forlorn in 
mind. Pirin triumphed in the success of his scheme, and lost 
no time ia taking Kai-khosniu to his inother. All the people 
of Klioten poured blessings on the head of the youth, and 
imprecations on the merciless siiirit of Afras'yab. The city 
built by Saiawush had been razed to the ground by the exter¬ 
minating fury of his enemies, and wild animals and reptiles 
occupied the place on which it stood. The mother and son 
visited the spot where Saiawiisii was barl)arously killed, and the 
tree, which grew up from the soil enriched liy his blood, was 
found verdant and flourishing, and continued to possess in 
perfection its maTvellous Aurtucs. 


The talc o£ SaiAwusli is told ; 

■And now the pages bright unfold, 

Kustem's revenge—Sudaveh’s fate— 

AfrAsiyab’a degi-aded state, 

And thajWcrrifie curse and ban 
Which Mil at last upon Turan 1 

When* Kai-kaiis heard of the fate of his son, and all its 
hoftible details Avere pictured to his mind, he Avas thr^Avn into 
the deepest affliction. His Avarriors, Tiis, and Gudarz, and 
Ihlhrilm, and Friburz, and Fci'had, felt Avith equal keenness 
the loss of the amiable prince, and Rustem, as soon as ^hc 
dreadful intelligenec reached Sisttln, set off with his troops to 
the court of the king, still full of indignation at the conduct 
of Kalis, and oppressed with soitoav respecting the calamity 
which had occurred. On his arrival he thus addressed the 

S ing and disconsolate father of Saiawusli, himself at the 
time dKAvued in teais: 

^ H 2 
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“ How has thy temper turned to nought, the seed 
Which might have groum, and cast a glcrioua shadow 
How is it scattered to the barren winds! 

Thy love for false SUduveh was the cause 
Of all this misery ; she. the Sorceress, 

O’er whom thou hast so oft in rapture hung, 
Enchanted by her charms ;* she was the cause 
Of this destruction. Thtui art woman’s slave ! 
Woman, the bane of man's felicity ! 

Who ever trusted woman ? Death were better 
Than being under woman’s influence ; 

8hc places man upon tlie foamy ridge 
Of the tempestuous wave, which rolls to Tuin^ 

Who ever trusted woman?—Woman ! woman ! * 

KAils lof)kcd down with melancholy mien, 

And, half consenting, thus to llujteia said :— 

“ Sild^Lvch’s bl!iudishment6 absorbed my soul, 

And she has brought this wretchedness upon me.’’ 
Bustem rejoined—“ The world must be revciigc<l 
Upon this false SddAveh ;—she must die.” 

KAds was silent; but his tears flowed fast, 

And shame withheld resistance. Uustem rushed 
AVithoiit a pause towards the shubistan ; 

Impatient, nothing could obstruct his speed 
To slay Sildavch ;—her lie quickly found, 

And rapidly his sanguinary sword 
Terformed its office. Thus ti»e Sorceress died. 

Such was the punishment her crimes received. 


Having thus accomplished the first part of his vengeance, he 
proceeded with the Persian army against Afi,’^iyilb, and all the 
Iranian warriora followed his cxampld: When he had pene¬ 
trated as far as Tiiran, the enemy sent forward thirty thousand 
men to oppose his progi’css ; and in the conflict which ensued, 
FerAmurz took Sarklui, the son of Afriisiyslb, prisoner, llustem 
deliverod him over ta '.rus to be put to death pixicisely in 


So Shakespeare ; 

Nay, l»ui this dotage of our general's • 

O'erllows the measure: those his goodly eyes, 

Tliat oVr the files and iiiusters of tlie war 

Have glowed like plated Mars, now bend, now turn, 

The ofllce and devotion of their view 
Upon a ta^ny front: his captain's heart, 

‘Which in tlic scuttles of great fights hath hurst 
The buckles on his hi'east, reneges all tem:)cr, 

And is liecome the )>ellows and the fan 

To cool a gipsy's lust, Antony and CtEOPATRk, L, L 
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the same manner as Saiilwush ; but the captive represented 
himself os the particular friend of Saiawush, and begnred tc 
be pardoned on that account. Rustem, however, had sworn 
that he would take his revenge, without pity or remorse, and 
accordingly death was inflicted upon the unhappy prisoner, 
whose blood was received in a dish, and sent to XiUis, and the 
severed head suspended over the gates of the king’s ptdace. 
Afrsisiyilb hearing of this catastrophe, which*sealed the fate 
of his favourite son, immediately collected together the whole 
of the Tiiriluian army, and hastened himself to resist the 
conquering career of the enemy. 


As on they movccl ; wiih loud and dissonant clan" ; 
Tlis numerous troi ps shut out the prospect round ; 

I No sun was visible by day ; no moon, 

Nor stars by nijjht, Tbe tramp of men and steeds, 
And ratlliiif^ drums, and shouts, were only heard. 
And the bright gleams of armour only seen. 


Ere long the two armies met, when Pilsam, the brother of 
Pirau, was ambitious of opposing his single arm against 
Rustem, upon which Afrasiyab said :—“ Subdue Rustem, uud 
thy reward shall be my daughter, and half my kingdom.” 
PivAn, however, observed that he was too young to be a fit 
match for the experience and valour of the Persian champion, 
and would have dissuaded him from the unequal contest, but 
the choice was his own, and he was consequently permitted by 
Afnisiyib to put his bravery to the test. Pilsam accordingly 
wont forth and summoned Rustem to the fight; but (Jivv, 
hearing the call, accepted the challqnge himself,'and h’txd 
nearly been thrown from his hoi'sc by the superior activity of 
his opponent. Feramurz luckily saw him at the perilous 
moment, and darkling forward, with one stroke of his sword 
shattered Pilsain’s javelin to pieces, and then a new strife 
began. Pilsam and Fenlmurz fought together with desperation, 
till both were, almost exhausted, and Rustem himself wjis 
surprised to see the display of so much valour. Perceiving 
weaiied* state of the two warriors he pushed forward 
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Rakush, and called aloud to PilsamAm I not the peraon 
challenged ? ” and immediately the Ti’minian chief proceeded 
to encounter him, sticking with all his might at tlxe head of 
the champion ; but though the sword was broken by the blow, 
not a hair of his liead was disordered. 

Tluiit liustcm ui'sring on his ^^allant steed, 

Fixed his long javelin in the i'iixlle hand 
Of his am})itioiis foe, and quick uidiorscd him ; 

Then di'a'j:ged him on towaids ArnlsiyiU), 

And, seollin^^, cast him at the despot’^ feci. 

“ Ih-rc comes the glorious coiupieror,” lie said ; 

*' Now give to him thy daughter and thy ti'oasure, 

Thy kingdom and lliy soldiers ; has he ikjL 
Done honour to thy country ?—Is he not 
A jewel in thy crown of sovereignty ? 

AVhat arrogance inspired the fruitless'hope ! 

Think of thy treachery to Saiawusli ; 

Thy savage ci'uelty, and never look 

For aught but deadly hatred from mankind ; 

And in the Hold of fight defeat and ruin.” 

'J’luis scornfully he s])oke, and not a man. 

Though in the presence of Afriisiyah, 

JIad soul to meet him ; fear o’ereame them nil, 

Monarch and wnniois, for a time. At length 
Sliamc was awakened, and the king appeared 
ill arms against the champion. Fiercely they 
Hurled their sharp javelins—Rustcni’s struck tlic head 
Of his opponent’s horse, which floundering fell, 

And overturnal his rider. Anxious then 
The champion s])rang to sei/o the royal prize ; 

Vtui llumiin rushed between, and saved his master, 

AVho vaulted on another horse and fled. 


Having thus rescued Afrasiyab, the wary chief exercised all 
his. cuiini.’ig and adroitness to escape himself, and at last 
succeeded. Rustem jiursued him, and the Turanian troops, 
who had followed the example of the king ; but though 
thousands wore slain in the chase M'hich continued for many 
farsangs, no further advantage was obtained on that day. 
Next morning, however, Rustem resumed his pursuit; and the 
enemy hearing of his approach, retreated into Chinese Tartary, 
to secure, among other advantages, the person of Kai-khosrdiU ; 
Itaving the kingdom of Tiiriln ^.t the mercy of thp invacter 
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who mounted the throne, and ruled there, it ia said, about 
seven years, with memorable severity, proscribing and putting 
to death every person who mentioned the name of Afn'isiyab, 
In the mean time Im made splendid presents to Tiis and 
(1 ddarz, suitable to their rank and services ; and ^liara, in 
revenge for tlie monstrous outrage connuitted upon Saiawush, 
burnt and destroyed every thing that came in his way ; his 
wrath being exasperated by the sight of the jilaces in which the 
young prince had resided, and recreated himself with hunting 
and other sports of .the field. The whole realm, in fact, was 
delivered over to plunder and devastation ; and every individual 
of the army was enriched by oho appropriation of public and 
private wealth. The companions of Itustenr, however, grew 
weary of residing in Tiirau, and they strongly represented to 
him the neglect which Kai-kfnis had sulfi;red for so many 
years, recommending his return to Persia, as being more 
honourable than the exile they endured, in an ungenial climate. 
Rustem’s abandonment of the kingdom was at length carried 
into efi'ect; and he and his warriors did not fail to take away 
• with them all the immense property that remained in jewels 
and gold ; part of which was conveyed by the champion to 
Ziibul and Sishlu, and a goodly proportion to the king of kings 
in Persia. 

Wiioii to Afi'Asiyab wns known 
The plunder of his I’cal m and throne, 

That the destroyci'’8 reckless hand 
With fii'e and sword had scathed the land, 

Sorrow and anguish tilled his soul, 

And passion raged beyond control; 

And thus he to his warriors said :— 

“ At Bucli a time, is valour dead f 
The man who hears the mouniful tale. 

And is not by his country’s bale 
Urged on to vengeance, cannot bo 
Of woman born ; accui'sud is he ! 

The lime will come when I shall reap 
The harvest of resent^nent deep ; 

And till arrives that fated hour, 

Fai-ewcll to joy in liall or bower.” 
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not been unmindful of Kai-khosniu, and liad actually scut to 
the remote parts of Tartary in quest of him. 

It is said that (Jiidarz beheld in a dream the young prince, 
who pointed out to liim his actual re^dence, and intimated 
that of all the wan-iors of KjUis, (llw was the only one destined 
to vest<tr(! him to the world and his birth-right. The old man 
immediately requested his son (liw to go to the place where the 
stranger would be hniud. Giw readily complied, and in his 
progress provided himself at every stage successively with a 
guide, whom he afterwards slew to prevent discovery, and in 
this manner he proceeded till he reachc«l the boundary of Chin, 
enjoying no comfort by day, or sleej) by night. His only food 
wa.s the flesh of the wild ass, and his only covering the skin of 
the same animal. He went on traversing mountain and forest, 
enduring every privation, and often did he hesitate, often did 
he think of returnbig, but honour urged him forward in spite 
of the trouble and imp-diments with which he was continually 
assailed. Arriving in a desert one diiy, he hapj^ened to meet 
with several persons, who upon being inttirrogated, said that 
they Averc sent by rtrsin AVisah in search of Xai-katis. Oiw 
kept his own secret, saying that he wtus amusing himself Avith 
hunting the wild ass, but took care to ascertain from them the 
direction in Avhich they were going. During the night the 
parties separated, and in the morning Ciw liroceeded rai)idly 
on his route, and after some time discuA’oi-ed a youth sitting by 
the side of a fountain, Avith a cup in bis hand, whom he sup¬ 
posed to 1)0 Kai-khosiViu. The youth also spontaneously 
tliouglibThis must ,be Oiw ; ” and Avhen the traveller ap¬ 
proached him, and said, “ I am sure thou art the son of Saia- 
Avush ; ” the youth observed, “ I am equally sure that thou art 
Oiw, the son of Giidarz.” At this Oiw AA'as o.niazed, and falling 
at his feet, tisked how, and from Avhat circumstance, he recog¬ 
nized him. The youth replied that he knew all the waniors of 
Kius; Rustem, and Kishwdd, and Tus, and Oiidarz, and the 
rest, from their portraits in his father’s gallery, they being 
deeply impressed on his mind. He then asked in what w 

■ot 
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Glw had discovered him to be Kai-khosrsiu, and Glw answered, 
“ Because I perceived something kingly in thy countenance. 
But let me again examine thee ! ” The youth, at this request, 
removed his garments; and Glw beheld that mark on his body 
wliich was the lioritagc of the race of Kai-kofbad. Upon this 
discovery he rejoiced, and congratulating himself and the young 
prince on the success of his mission, related to tim the purpose 
W Avhich he had come. Kai-khosn'm was soon mounted on 
horseback, and Giw accompanied him resj)cctfnlly on foot. 
They, in the first instance, pursued their way towards the 
abode of Fcrangis, his mother. The persons sent by Piruii 
Wisah did not arrive at the place whore Kai-khesruu had been 
kept till long after Giw and the prince departed ; and then 
they were told that a Persian horseman had come and carried 
off the youth, upon which they immediately returned, and 
cominuuicated to Pirdn what hud occiiiTed. b’erangis, in re¬ 
covering her son, mentioned to Giw, with the fondness of a 
mother, the absolute necessity of going on without delay, and 
pointed out to him the meadow in which some of AfntsiyAb’s 
‘horses were to be met with, particularly one called Behztld, 
which once belonged to Saiawush, and which her father had 
kept in good condition for his own riding. Giw, therefore, 
went to the meadow, and throwing his kamund, secured Bchzad 
and another hoi'se ; and all thi-ee being thus accommodated, 
hastily proceeded on their journey towards Iran. 

Tidings of the escape of Kai-khosrau having reached Afri- 
siyil), he disi^tchcd Kulbad with three hundred hoi-semen after 
him; and so rapid were his movementet that he overtook the 
fugitives in the vicinity of Bulgharia. Khosrau and his mother 
were asleep, but Giw being awake, and seeing an armed force 
evidently' in pursqit of his party, boldly put on his armour, 
mounted Behjald, and before the enemy came up, advanced to 
the charge, fie attacked the horsemen furiously with sword 
and mace, for he had heard the piophecy, which declared that 
Eai-khosrdn was destined to be the king of kings, and therefore 
thjiiraved direst peril with confidence, and the certainty of 
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success. It was this feeling which enabled him to perform such 
a prodigy of valour, in putting Kulbad and his three hundred 
horsemen to the route. They all fled defeated, and dispersed 
precipitately befoi-e him. After this surprising victory, he re¬ 
turned to tlic halting place, and told Kai-khosrilu Avhat he had 
done. The prince was disappointed at not having been 
awakened to participate in the exploit, but (liw said, “I did 
not wish to disClirb thy sweet shimboi's unnecessarily. It was 
thy good fortune and prosperous star, howevoi’, Avhieh made mo 
triumph over the enemy.” The three travellers then resuming 
their journey: 

Through ilrcary track, and pathless waste, 

And wood and wild, tlieir way they traced. 

The return of the defeated Kulbad excited the greatest 
indignation in the breast of Pinlu. “ What! three hundred 
soldiers to fly from the valour of one man ! Had Giw pos¬ 
sessed even the activity and might of Rnstem and Sam, such a 
shameful discomfiture could scarcely have happened.” Saying 
this, he ordered the Avhr)le force under his command to be got 
ready, and set off himself to overtake and intercept the fugi¬ 
tives, Avho, fatigued Avith the toilsome march, wei'e only able to 
]u-occcd one stage in the day. Piri'm, llicrefure, AA'ho travelled 
at the rate of one hundred leagues a day, overtook them before 
they had passed through Bulgharia. Perangis, A\dio saw the 
enemy’s banner floating in the air, kncAv that it belonged to 
Piran, and instantly aAVokc the two young men from sleep. 
Upon this occasion, Khosrdu insisted on acting his part, instead 
of being left ignominiously idle ; but Giav Avas still resolute and 
determined to presei’A'e him from all risk, at the peril of his 
OAvn life. “ Thou art destined to bo the king of the world; 
thou art yet young, and a novice, and hast' never known the 
toils of war ; lleavcn forbid that any misfortune should befall 
thee : indeed, Avhilst I live, I Avill never suffer thee to go into 
battle 1 ” Khosrtlu then proposed to give him assistance; but 
GIav §ai^ he wanted no assistance, not ewn frpni ' 
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“ for,” he added, “ in Jirt ^d strength we are equal, having 
frequently tried our skill together.” Rustem had given his 
daughter in mamage to Glw, ho himself being manied to Giw’s 
sister. “ Be of good cjicer,” resumed he, “ get upon some high 
place, and \vitness the battle between us. 

Fortune will still from Hciiven descend, 

The god of victory is my friend," 

As soon as he took the field, Pinin thus addressed him; 
“Thou hast once, singly, defeated tlirce hundi’ed of my 
soldiom; thou shalt now see what punishment awaits thee at 
my hands. 

For siiould a warrior be a rock of steed, 

A thousand ants, gathered on every si(lc, 

In time will make him but a heap of dust.” 

In reply, Giw siiid to Piran, I am tlie man who bound thy 
two women, and sent them from China to Persia—Rustem and 
I are the same in battle. Thou knowest, Avhen he encountered 
a thousand horsemen, what was the I'csult, and Avhat he accom- 
jjlished ! Thou wilt find nio the same : is not a lion cuonijh to 
overthroAV a thousand kids ? 

If but a man survive of thy proud host, 

Urand me with cowaixl—say I’m not a warrior. 

Already liave T triumphed o’er Kulbad, 

And now I’ll take thee prisoner, yea, alive I 
And send thee to Kiids—there thou wilt be 
Slain to avenge tiic death of Saiawush ; 

Tiiran shall perish, and Afiasi^ab, 

And every earthly hope extinguished quite.” 

Hcanng tliis awful threat, Pirdu turned j)ale 
And shook with terror,—trembling like <a refed ; 

And saying : “ Go, I will not light wifh tliee! ” 

But Giw asked fiercely : “ Wliy V ” And on he rushed 
Against the foe, who lied—but ’twas in vain. 

The kamund round the old man’s neck was thrown, 

And he was taken captive. Then his troops 
Showered their sharp arrows on tiiumpbaut Giw, 

To free their master, who was quickly brought 
Before Kai-khosnLa, and the kamund placed 
Within his royal hands. This service done, 

Giw sped against the Tartars, and full soon 
Pefeated and dispersed them. 
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On hia return, Giw expressed his astonishment that Pinln 
was still alive; when Ferangls interposed, and weeping, said 
how innch she had been indebted to liis interposition and the 
most activ e Immaiiity on various occasiens, and imrticidarly in 
saving herself and Kai-khosrau fi’om the wrath of Afrusiyab 
after the death of Saiawush. “ If,” said she, “ after so mnch 
generosity he has committed one fault, lot it bo forgiven. 

JjCt not the man of miiny virtues die, 

For beiii^ error. 

Let not the friend who nobly savctl iny life, 

And more, Ihc dearer life of Kai-kliosnin, 

Suffer from us, (), he must never, never, 

Feel the sharp ]>ang of foul ingratitude, 

From a true prince of the Kaianian race,” 


But Giw paused, and said, “ I have sworn to crimson the 
earth with his blood, atid 1 must not pass from my oath.” 
Khosnlu then suggested to liim to pierce the lobes of Piran’s 
ears, and drop the blood on the ground to stain it, in order that 
lie might not depart from Jiis word ; and this humane fraud 
was accordingly committed. Kliosrjiu further interceded ; and 
instead of being scut a captive to Kai'is, the good old man was 
set at liberty. 

When the particulars of this event were described to Afri- 
siyjib by Pinin Wisali, he was exceedingly sorrowful, and 
lamented deeply that Kai-khosniu had so successfully clfected 
his escape. But lie had recourse to a further expedient, and 
sent instructions to all the feiTymcn of the Jihiin, with a 
minute'description of the three travellei’s, to prevent their 
jiassing that river, announcing at the same time that he himself 
was in pursuit of them. Not a moment was lost in preparing 
his army for the march, and he moved forw^i'd with the utmost 
expedition, night and day. At the period when Giw arrived on 
the banks of the Jihiin, the stream was very rapid and for¬ 
midable, and he requested the ferrymen to produce their cer¬ 
tificates to show themselves equal to their duty. They 
pretended that their certificates were, lost, bat demanded . ' 
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their fare the black horse upon which Giw rode. Glw replied, 
that he could not part with his favourite horse ; and they re¬ 
joined, “ Then give us the damsel who accompanies you.” Giw 
answered, and said, “ ‘Pliis is not a damsel, but the mother of 
that youth ! ”—“ Then,” observed they, “ give ns the youth’s 
crown.” But Giw told them that he could not comply with 
their demand; yet he was ready to reward them with money to 
any extent. The pertinacious ferrymen, who were not anxious 
for money, then demanded his armour, and this was also 
refused ; and such was their independence or their cifrontery, 
that they replied, “ 1 f not one of these four things you are 
disposed to grant, cross the river as best yon may.” Giw 
Avhispercd to Kai-khosriin, and told liim that there was no time 
for delay. “ IMieu ICiivah, the blacksmith,” said he, “ rescued 
thy great ancestor, Fcridiin, he passed the stream in his armour 
without impediment; and why should we, in a cause of equal 
glory, hesitate for a moment ? ” Under the inspiring influence 
of an auspicious omen, and confiding in the protection of the 
^Almighty, Kai-khosniu at once impelled his foaming horse into 
the river ; his mother, Peringls, followed with equal intrepidity, 
and then Giw ; and notwithstanding the perilous passage, they 
all successfully overcame the boiling surge, and landed in 
safety, to the utter amazement of the feirymen, who of coui-se 
had expected they would be drowned. 

It so happened that at the moment they touched the shore, 
Afrilsiytib with his army arrived, and had the mortification to 
setf the fugitives on the other bank, beyond his reach. Ilis 
wonder was equal to his disappointment, 

“ What spirits must they have to brave 
The tciTors of tliat boiling wave— 

Witlwsteecl and harness, riding o*or 
The billows to the further shore." 

—It was a cheering sight, they say, 

To see how well they kept their way, 

How Fcrangls impelled her horse 
Across that awful ton'cnt’s ermrse, 

• Guiding him with licroic hand, 

, • To reach unhurt the friendly strand. 
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Afi4siyd.b continued for some time mute with astonishment 
and vexation, and when he recovered, ordered the ferrymen to 
get ready their boats to pass him over the river; but Humdu 
dissuaded him from that measure, saying that they could only 
convey a few troops, and they would doubtless be received 
by a large force of the enemy on the other side. At these W'ords, 
Afrilsiydb seemed to devour his own blood wdth grief and in¬ 
dignation, and immediately retracing his steps, returned to 
Turan. 

As soon as Giw entered within the h'oundary of the Persian 
empire, he poured out thanksgivings to God for his protection, 
and sent intelligence to Kaiis of the safe an-ival of Llic party 
in his dominions. The king rejoiced exceedingly, and ap¬ 
pointed an honorary deputation under the direction of Giidarz, 
to meet the young prince on the road. On first seeing him, the 
king moved forward to receive him ; and weeping aflccLionately, 
kissed his eyes and face, and had a throne prepared for him 
exactly like his own, upon which he seated him; and calling 
the nobles and wanaors of the laud together, commanded them 
to obey him. All readily promised their allegiance, excepting 
Tiis, who left the court in disgust, and repairing forthwith to 
the house of Friburz, one of the sons of Ksius, told him that he 
would only pay homage and obedience to him, and not to the 
infant whom Glw had just brought out of a desert. Next 
day the great men and leaders Avere again assembled to declare 
publicly by an official act their fealty to Kai-kliosrau, and 
Tiis was ^also invited to the banquet, which Avas held on the 
occasioii, but he refused to go. Giw Avas deputed to repeat the 
invitation; and he then said, “ I shall pay homage to Friburz, 
as the heir to the throne, and to no other. 

4 ** 

“ For is he not the son of Kai-lcdtis, 

And worthy of the regal crown and tliTOnc ? 

1 want not any of the race of Poshang— 

None of the proud TdrAnian dynasty— 

Fruitless has been thy peril, Glw, to biing 
A silly child among us, to defraud 
The rightful prince of his inheritance ] ” 
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Gfw, in reply, vindicated the character and attainments of 
Khosrau, but Tiis was not to be appeased. He therefore re¬ 
turned to his father and communicated to him what had oc- 
cmTed. Giidarz was rbused to great wrath by this resistance to 
tlie will of the king, and at once took twelve thousand men and 
his seventy-eight kiusinen, together with Giw, and* proceeded 
to support his cause by force of arms. Tils, apprized of his in¬ 
tentions, prepared to meet liim, but was reluctant to commit 
himself by engaging in a civil war, and said, internally : 


“ If I iiiishcntli the sword of strife, 
Numbers on cilhe. side will fall, 

I would not sacnfico the life 
Of one who owns my sovereign’s thrall. 

]\Iy counliy would abhor the deed, 

And may L never see the hour 
AVIicn Persia’s sons are doomed to blocil, 
But when opposed to foreign power. 

The eausc must be botli gotxl and true, 
Ami if their blood in wai* must flow, 
Will it not seem of brighter hue, 

When shed to crush the Tartar foe ? ” 


Possessing these sentiments, Tils sent an envoy to Gildarz, 
suggesting the suspension of any hostile proceedings until 
information on the subject had been first communicated to the 
king. Kilns was extremely displeased with Gildarz for his pre¬ 
cipitancy and folly, and directed both him and Tils to repair 
immediately to court. Tils there said frankly, “ I now owe 
honour and allegiance to king Kails; bi^t should he Happen to 
lay aside the throne and the diadem, my obedience and loyalty 
will be due to Frfburz his heir, and not to a stranger.” To 
this, Gildarz rcpliqjl, “ Saiawush was the eldest son of the king, 
and unjustly murdered, and therefore it becomes his majesty to 
appease and rejoice the soul of the deceased, by putting Kai- 
khosriu in his place. Kai-khosrilu, like Foridiin, is worthy of 
empire ; al^ the nobles of the laud are of this opinion, excepting 
th^lf, which must arise from ignorance and vanity. 
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From Nauder certainly thou art descended, 

Not from a stranp;er. not from foreign loins; 

Blit thougli thy ancestor was wise and mighty, 

Art thou of c(iual merit? No, not thou I 
Eegardiiig Khosniu, thou hast neither shown 
Reason nor sense—^bnt most surprising folly 1 ” 

To this contemptuous speech, Ti'is thus replied : 

“ Ungenerous warrior ! wherefore thus employ 
Such scornful words to me ? Who art tJiou, pray I 
Who, )/at the low descendant of a blaeksniitli ? 

No Khosrau claims Ihec for his son, no chief 
Of noble blood ; whilst I can truly boast 
Kindred to princes of the highest worth. 

And merit not to be obscured by thee ! ” 

To him then Gudarz ; “ Hear me for this once, 

Then shut thy ears for ever. Need I blush 
To be the kinsman of the glorious Kavah I 
It is my humour to be proud of him. 

Although he was a blacksmith ;—that same man, 

Who, when the world could little Ixiast of valour, 

Tore up the name-roll of the fiend Zohak, 

And gave the rci'sians freedom from the fangs 
Of the devouring serpents. He it was, 

Who raised the banner, and proclaimcil aloud, 

Freedom for l^ersia 1 Need 1 blush for him? 

To him the empire owes its greatest blessing, 

The prosperous mlc of virtuous Feridfin.” 

Tus wrathfully rejoined : “ Old man I thy arrow 
^lay pierce an anvil—mine can pierce the heart 
Of the Kdf mountain I Tf thy mace can break 
A rock asunder—mine can strike the sun 1 ” 

The anger of the two heroes beginning to exceed all proper 
bounds. Kalis commanded silence ; when Giidarz came forward, 
and asked permission to say one word more: “ Call Khosrau 
and Friburz before thee, and decide impartially between them 
which ia the most worthy of sovereignty—let the wisest and 
the bravest only be thy successor to the throne of Persia.” 
Kalis replied; 

“ The father has no choice among histchildrcn, 

He loves them all alike—^his only care 
Is to prevent- disunion ; to preserve 
Brotherly kindness and respect among them.” ^ 


After a pause, he requested the attendance of JVfburz and 
Khosritu, and told them that there was a demon-fortress 
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vicinity of his dominions called Bahmen, irom which fire was 
continually issuing. “ Go, each of you,” said he, “ against this for¬ 
tress, supported by an army with which you shall each be equally 
provided, and the conqueror shall be the sovereign of Persia.” 
]<’riburz was not sorry to hear of this probationary scheme, and 
only solicited to be sent first on the exi^edition. He and Tiis 
looked upon the task as perfectly easy, and promised to be back 
triiunphant in a short time. 

But when the army reached that awful fort, 

The ground seemed all in flames on every side ; 

One universal fire raged rouiu’ and round, 

And the hot wind was like the scorching breath 
Which issues from rod furnaces, whore spirits 
Infernal dwell. Full many a warrior brave, 

And many a soldier pcrislujd in that heat, 

Consumed to ashes. Nearer to the fort 
Advancing, they bch(5ld it in mid-air, 

But not a living thing—nor gate, nor door ; 

Yet they remained one w'eek, hoping to find 
Some hidden inlet, suffering cruel loss 
Hour after hour—but none could they descry. 

At length, despairing, they returned, worn out, 
ocorchedj’and lialf-dead with watching, care, and toil. 

And thus Friburz and Ti'is. discomtitcfl 
And sad, appeared before the Persian king. 

Then was it KhosiAu’s turn, and him Kails 
Dispatched with Gtw, and Giidarz, and the troops 
Appointed for that enterprise, and blessed them. 

When the young prince approached the destined scene 
Of his exploit, he saw the blazing fort 
Reddening the sky and earth, and well he know 
This was the work of sorcery, the spell 
Of diflnon-spirits. In a heavenly dream, 

•He had been taught how to destroy the charms 
Of fell magicians, and defy their power, ^ 

Though by the devil, the devil himself, sustained. 

He w'rote the name of God, and piously 
Bound it upon his javelin’s point, and pressed 
Fearlessly forward, showing it on high ; 

And Gtw displayed it on the magic walls 
Of that proud fortress—breathing forth a prayer 
Craving the aid of the Almighty arm; 

When sbddcnly the red fires died away, 

And all the world was darkness. Khosrdu’s troops 
Following the orders of their prince, then shot 
Wiick clouds of arrows from ten thousand bow's, 

In the direction of the enchanted tower. 

H 
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The arrows fell like rain, and quickly slow 
A host of demons,—presently bright light 
Dispelled the gloom, and as the mist rolled off 
In sulphury circles, the surviving fiends 
IVevo seen in rapid flight; the fortress, too, 

Distinctly slnuie. .and its prodigious gate, 

Through wliich i lie conquerors passed. Great wealth they 
found. 

And liaviiig .sacked (he pla<;c, KhosrAu erected 
A lofty teitiplc, to commemorate 
His name and victory there, then hack returned 
Triiinipliautly to gladden king Kails, 

Whose heart expanded at the joyous news. 

The result of Kai-khosrau’s expedition against the enchanted 
castle, compared with that of Frlburz, was sulHoient of itself to 
establish the former in the king’s estimation, and accordingly 
it was announced to the princes and nobles and warriors of the 
land, that he should succeed to the throne, and he crowned on 
a fortunate day. A short time afterwards the coronation took 
place with gi’eat pomp and splendour ; and Khosnlu conducted 
himself towards men of every rank and station with such perfect 
kindness and benevolence, that he gained the afifcctions of all 
and never failed daily to pay a visit to his grandfather Kdus, 
and to familiarize himself with the affairs of the kingdom which 
lie was destined to govern. 

Justice he spveivl with equal hand, 

Rooting oppivssion from the land ; 

Aiul cvcjy desert, wood, and wild, 

With early cultivation smiled ; 

And every plain, with venlurc clod, 

And every Pereian heart was glad. 
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kai-khosrAu. 

The tidings of KhosrHu’s accession to the throne were received 
at Slstan by ZAl and Eustem with heartfelt pleasure, and they 
forthwith hastened to court with rich presents, to* pay him 
their homage, and congratulate him on the sccasion of his 
elevation. The heroes were met on tlie road with suitable 
^ honours, and Khosrau embracing Rustem aflectionately, lost no 
time in asking for his assistance in taking vengeance for the 
death of Saitlwush. The request was no sooner made than 
granted, and the champion having delivered his presents, then 
proceeded with his father Zal to wait npon Kaus, who prepared 
.a royal banquet, and entertained Khosrau and them in the most 
sumptuous manner. It was there agreed to march a large army 
against -Afr^iydb ; and all the u'arriors zealously came forward 
with their best services, except Zdl, who on account of his age 
h’equestcd to remain tranquilly in his own province. Khosnlu 
said to Kiiiis : 

“ The tliroue can yield no happiness for mo, 

Nor can I sleep the sleep of health and j<iy 
Till I have been revenged on that destroyer, 

The tyrant of Tiivau ; to please the sjurit 
Of my poor butchered father." 

• 

K4us,on delivering over to him the imperial array, made him 
.acquainted* with the character and merits of every individual of 
importance. He appointed Friburz, and a hundred w’g-rriors,. 
who wei’e the prince’s friends and relatives, to situations of 
trust and command, and Tiis was among them. Gudarz and 
his seventy-eight sons and grandsons were placed orl the right, 
and' Gust^em, the brother of Tus, with an immense levy on 
the left. There were also close to KhosrAu’s person, in the 
centre of the hosts, thirty-three warriors of the race of Poshang, 
and a separate guard under Byznn. 

In ^eir progress Khosrilu said to Friburz and Tus, “ Feriid, 

^ho is my brother,'has built a strong fort in Bokhara, called 

■ ‘ N a 
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Kullab, which stands on the way to the enemy, and there he 
resides with his motlicr, Gi'ilshaiier. Let him not be molested, 
for he is also the son of Saiawush, hut pass on one side of his 
possessions.” T’ribnrz did pass on one'side as requested ; but 
Tus, not likiiif? to ])roceed by the way of the desert, and prefcr- 
ing a cultivated and pleasant country, went directly on through 
the places whioh led to the very fort in question. When Ferud 
was informed of the ajiproach of Tiis with an anned force, he 
naturally concluded that he was coming to fight him, and con¬ 
sequently determined to oppose his progress. Tus, however, sent 
Ri'u, his son-in-law, to explain to Fcnid that he had no qnaiTel 
or business with him, and only wished to jiass peaceably through 
his province ; but Fen'id thought this was merely an idle pre¬ 
text, and proceeding to hostilities, lliu was killed by him in the 
conflict that ensued. Tub, upon being informed of this result, 
drew up his army, and besieged the fort into which Ferud had 
prccii)itately retired, '^^^len Femd, however, found that Tus 
himself was in the field, he sallied forth from liis fastness, and 
assailed him Avith hisboAv and aiTows. One of the darts stnick 
and killed the horse of Tiis, and tumbled his rider to the gi’ound. 
Upon this occurrence Guv rushed forward in the hopes of 
capturing the prince ; but it so happened that hcAvas nnhoi’scd 
in the same way. Uyzun, the son of Giw, seeing with great 
indignation this sigind overthrow, Avished to be revenged on the 
victor; and though his father endeavoured to restrain him, 
nothing could control his Avrath. He sprung speedily forAA\ard 
,to fulfil his menace, but by thebraA'ei^ and expertness ofFenid, 
his horse was killed,,and he too Avas throAvn headlong from his 
saddle. Unsubdued, hoAA’ever, he rose upon his feet, and invited 
his antagonist to single combat. In consequence of this chal¬ 
lenge, they fought a short time Avith Bpea,r8 till Ferud deemed 
it advisable to retire into his fort, from the lofty Avails of which 
he cast down so many stones, that Byzun AA'as' desperately 
Avounded, and compelled to leaA'c the place. When he informed 
Tus of the misfortune Avhich had befallen him^ that warrior 
vowed that on the following day not a man should remaijb 
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in the fort. Tho mother of Fenid, who was the daughter of 
Wisah, had at this period a dream whicli informed her tiiat the 
fortress had taken fire, and that the whole of the iiihahitants 
had been consumed to* death. Tliis dream she communicated 
to Ferud, who said in reply : 

“ Mother I I have no drcjul of (hiotli; 

Wliat is there in tliis vital broalli ! • 

My sire was wounded, and he died ; 

And fate may lay me by his side I 
Was ever man immortal I —never 1 
AVe cannot, mf>t]icr, live for ever. 

Mine be the task in life to claim 
Tn wnr a bri^'lit and spotless name. 

What boots it to be pale with fear, 

And di*cad each f^rief that waits us here I 
Protectctl by tlu; power divine, 

Our lot is written—why repine I 

Tiis, according to his thresit, attacked the fort, and bnrafc 
open tho gates. l‘’ei‘iid defended himself with great valour 
* against By/.nn ; and whilst they were engaged in deadly battle, 
J^ahram, the hero, sprang nii from his ambuscrulc, and striking 
furiously upon the head of Fenid, killed that unfortunate youth 
on the spot. The mother, tho beautiful tJulsliaher, seeing what 
had befallen her son, rnshod out of the fort in a state of frenzy, 
and flying to him, clasped him in her anns iji an agony of 
grief. Llnahlo to survive his loss, she plunged a dagger in her 
own breast, and died at his feet. The I’ersiaiis then hurst open 
the gatesj and plundered the city. Bahnim, when he saw what 
had?been done, reproached Tiis with being the causg of tins 
melancholy tragedy, and asked him what account he would 
give of his conduct to Kai-khosrau. Tiis was extremely con¬ 
cerned, and remaining three days at that place, erected a lofty 
monument to the memory of the unfortunate youth, and scented 
it with musk and camphor. He then pushed for>vard his 
army to attack another fort. That fort gave way, the com¬ 
mandant being killed in the attack ; and he then hiisl.cncd on 
tow(iirds Afrjlsiyib, who had ordered Niziid witli tliirty thousand 
horsemen to- Ineet him. Byzun distinguished himself in the 
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contest which followed, but would have fallen into the hands of 
the enemy if he had not been rescued by his men, and conveyed 
from the field of battle. Afrasiyab pushed forward another 
force of forty thousand horsemen under Piran Wisah, who 
suffered considerable loss in an engagement with Giw ; and in 
conscquciico fell back for the purpose of retrieving himself by a 
shubklmn, or night attack. The resolution proved to be a 
good one ; for when night came on, the J’ersians were found 
off theii- guard, many of them being intoxicated, and the havoc 
and destruction committed among them by the Tartars was 
dreadful. The survivore were in a miserable state of despon¬ 
dency, but it was not till morning dawned that Tiis behold the 
full extent of his defeat and the ruin that surrounded him. 
^VTien Kai-khosn'iu heard of this heavy reverse, he wrote to 
Priburz, saying, “ I warned Tus not to proceed by the way of ^ 
Kullab, because my brother and his mother dwelt in that place, 
and their j-esidcnce ought to have been kept sacred. He has 
not only despised my orders, but he has cruelly occasioned the 
untimely death of both. Tjet him be bound, and sent to me a 
prisoner, and do thou assume the command of the ixrmy.” 
Frlburz accordingly placed Tus in coniinement, and sent him 
to Khosrau, who received and treated him with reproaches and 
wrath, and consigned him to a dungcoji. He then wrote to 
Pinln, reproaching him for resorting lo a night attack so un¬ 
worthy of a brave man, and challenging him to resume the 
battle with him. Plnln said that he would meet him'after the 
la.pse of a month, and at the expiration of that period both 
armies ^ere opposed to each other. The contest commenced 
with arrows, then swords, and then with javelins; and Giw 
and Byzun were the foremost in Ixjaring down the wan’iors of 
the enemy, who suflered so severely that they turned aside to 
attack Friburz, against whom they hoped to be more successful. 
The assault which they made was ovenvhelming, and vast 
numbers were slain, so that Fi-iburz, finding himself driven to 
extremity, was obliged to shelter himself and his remaining 
troops on the skirts of a mountain, fn the meantime Oddarz 
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and Glw determined tp keep their ground or perish, and sent 
Byzun to Friburz to desire him to join them, or if that was 
impracticable, to save the imperial banner by dispatching it to 
their care. To this message, Friburz replied ; “ The traitors 
are triumphant over me on every side, and I cannot go, nor 
will I give up the imperial banner, but, tell Gfidarz to come to 
my aid.” Upon receiving this answer, Byzun struck the 
standard-bearer dead, and snatching up the Derafsh Gavalini, 
conveyed it to Giichirz, who, raising it on high, dii'cctcd his 
troops against the enemy ; and so impetuous was the cliargc, 
that the carnage on both sides Avas prodigious. Only eight of 
the sons of Giidarz remained alive, seventy of his kindred 
having been slain on that day, and many of the family of 
ICiius were also killed. Nor did the relations of Afrasiyjib and 
Biriln suiTer in a less degree, nine hundred of them, Avarriors 
and cavaliers, A\'cre semt out of the Avorld ; yet victory remained 
Avith the Turanians. 

When Afnlsiyab Avas informed of the result of tliis battle, he 
sent presents and honorary di’esses to his oilicers, saying, “Wo 
Tnust not bo contented Avith this triumph ; yon haA'e yet to 
obscure the martial glory of Ilustcm and Khosnin.” Piraii 
replied, “No doubt that object Avill be accomplished Avith equal 
facility.” 

After the defeat of the Persian army, Friburz retired under 
the cover of night, and at length arriA-ed at the court of 
Khosrau.,AA'ho Avas aillicted with the deepest sorroAV, both on 
acewnt of his loss in battle and the death of his brother 
Fcri'id. Rustem Avas now as usual applied to for the p?u*posc of 
coiisoling the king, and extricating the empire from its present 
misfortunes. Khosrdu Avas induced to liberate ^lis from his 
confinement, and requested Rustem to head the array against 
Piran, but Ta'ib promptly offered his services, and the champion 
observed, “ Ho is fully competent to oppose the arras of Piran ; 
but if Afnisiyab takes the field, I Avill myself instantly foUoAV 
to tljo Avar.” Khosran accordingly deputed Tus and Gndarz 
with a large’ .anny, and the tAvo hostile poAAmrs were soon jilaced 
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in opposition to each other. It is said that they were engaged 
seven days and nights, and that on the eighth HuinAu came 
forward, and challenged several wamors to fight singly, all of 
whom he successively slew. He then called upon Tus, but 
Oiidara not permitting him to accept the challenge, sent (Hw in 
his stead. , The combatants met; and after being wounded and 
exhausted by their struggles for mastery, each returned to his 
own post. The armies again engaged Avith aiTOAVS, and again 
the carnage Avas great, but the battle remained undecided. 

Piran had now recourse to supernatural agency, and sent 
llani, a renowned magician, perfect in liis art, upon the neigh¬ 
bouring mountains, to inA^olvc them in darkness, and produce 
by his conjuration tempestuous showera of snow and hail, 
lie ordered him to direct aU their intense severity against the 
enemy, and to avoid giving any annoyance to the Tiiraniau- 
army. Accordingly Avhen Ifi'inuLn and Pii-an Wisah made their 
attack, they had the co-operatioii of the elements, and the 
consequence was a desperate overthrow of the Pereiaii army. 


So dreadful was the carnaffc, that the jdain 
Was crimsoned with the bloird of warriors slain. 


In this extremity, Tiis and Giidarz piously put up a prayer to 
God, earnestly soliciting protection from the horrors Avith which 
they were surrounded. 

0 Thou I the clement, the compassionate, 

We are thy servants, succour our distreas, 

And save us from the sorcery that now 
, ^ Yields triumph to the foe. In thee alone 

« We place our trust; graciously hear our prayer I 


Scarcely hed this petition been uttered, Avhen a mysterious 
person appeared to Reham from the invisible world, and 
pointed to the mountain from Avhence the tempest descended. 
Beh4m immediately attended to the sign, and galloped forAvard 
to the mountain, where he discovered the magician upon its 
summit, deeply engaged in incantations and witchcraft, forth¬ 
with he drew his sword and cat off this wizud’a arms. 
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Suddenly a whirlwind arose, which dissipated the utter dark¬ 
ness that prevailed; and then nothing remained of the preter¬ 
natural gloom, not a particle of the hail or snow was to bo 
seen : Eeham, however, brought him down from the mountain 
and after presenting him before Ttis, put an end to Ills wicked 
existence. The armies were now on a more eqiuil footing: 
they beheld more clearly the ravages that had, been committed 
by each, and each had great need of rest. They acceordingly 
fctired till the following day, and then again opposed each 
other with renewed vigour and animosity. Jlut fortune would 
not smile on the exertions of the Persian hosts, they being 
obliged to fall back upon the mountain blamawnn and in the 
fortress situated there 1’us deposited all his sick and wounded, 
continuing himself in advance to ensure their protection. 
Piran seeing this, ordered his troops to besiege the place where 
^Jhis had posted himself. This Avas objected to by Human, but 
Piran Avas rcsoh^ed upon the measure, and had several eon- 
ilicts Avith the enemy Avithout obtaining any advantage over 
them. In the mountain-fortress there happened to be Avells of 
Vater and abundance of grain and provisions, so that the 
Persians Avere in no danger of being reduced by starvation. 
Khosran, however, being informed of their situation, sent 
Rustem, accompanied by Friburz, to their assistance, and they 
were both Avelcomed, and receiA'ed Avith rejoicing, and cordial 
satisfaction. The fortress gates were throAvn open, and Rustem 
was prcfipiitly seen seated upon a throne in the public hall, 
deliberating on the state of aflah-s, suiTounded by the most 
distinguished leaders of the army. , * • 

In the mean Avhile Pirin Wisah had Avritten to Afnisiydb, 
informing him that he had reduced the Persian Iffmy to great 
distress, had forced them to take refuge in a mountain fort, and 
requested a further reinforcement to complete the victory, and 
make them all prisoners. Afrasiyab in consequence dispatched 
three illustrious confederates from different regions. There 
was,^hinkul of Sugsar, the Khak^n of Chfn, whose croAvn was 
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the Btorry heavens, and Kdmds of Kuslnln, a hero of high 
renown and wondrous in every deed. 

For when he frowned, the air grew freezing cold ; 

And wlieii he smiled, the genial spring showered down 
Roses and hyacinths, and all was brightness I 


Pfriln went first to pay a visit to Kiimiis, to whom he, almost 
trembling, described the amazing strength and courage of 
Rustem : but Kt'imiis was too powerful to express alarm ou 
the contrary, he said ; 

“ Is praise like this to Rustem duo / 

And what, if all thou say’st be true 7 
Ai'e his large limbs of iron made 7 
AVill they resist my trenchant l)lado 7 
His head may now his shoulders gi'acc, 

But will it long rclain its place ? 

Lot me but moot him in the iigljt, 

And thou shall see Kamhs’s niiglit 1 *’ 


Pirsln’s spirits rose at this Iwld sjicccli, and encouraged by 
its elfects, lie repaired to the Khalvi'ui of Chin, with whom lie 
settled the necessary arrangements for commencing battle on 
the following day. Early in the morning the dillerent armies 
under Kannis, the Khakan, and Piran AVisah, were drawn out, 
and Rustem was also prepared with the troops under his 
command for the impending conflict. Ho saw that the force 
aiTaycd against him. was prodigious, and most tremendous in 
aspect; and offering a prayer to the Creator, he plunged into 
th'e battlcl 

.> 

’Twas at midday the strife begcan, 

Wilh steed to steed and man to man ; 

The clouds of dust which rolled on higli, 

Threw darkness o’er Ihe caith and sky. 

Eacli soldier on the other rushed, 

And every blade with enrason blushtHi, 

And valiant hearts were trod upon, 
liike sand beneath the horse’s feet. 

And when the warrior’s life was gone, 

His mail became his winding sheet. 
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The first leader who advanced conspicuously from among the 
Tartar army was Ushkabus, against whom Reham boldly 
opposed himself; but after a short conflict, in which he had 
some difficulty in defending his life from the assaults of his 
antagonist, he thought it prudent to retire. When Ushkabiis 
saw this, he turned round with the intention of rejoining his 
own troops; but Rustem having Avitnessed the triumph over 
his friend, sallied forth on foot, taking up his bow, and placing 
a few arrows in his girdle, and asked him Avhithcr he was 
going. 

Astonished, Uslikabiis cried, “ Who art thou ? 

What kindred hast thou to lanicni thy fall / ” 

Ruslein replied : “ Why madlj’’ seek to know 
That which can never yield th(‘o benefit ? 

My name is death to tliec, thy hour is come 1 ’* 

“ Indeed I and tliou on foot, mid mounted warriors, 

To talk so bravely ! ”—“ Yes,” the champion said ; 

“ And hast thou never heard of men on foot, 

Who conquered liorsiimen ? 1 am sent by Tiis, 

To take for him the horse of Ushkabiis,” 

What 1 and unarmed?” inquired the Tartar chief ; 

“ No I ” cried the cliampion, “ Mark, my bow and arrow I 
Mark, too, with what effect they may bo used 1 ” 

So saying, llustcm drew the string, and stmight 
The arrow flew, and faitlifnl to its aim, 

Struck (lead the foeman's hoi-se. This done, he laughed, 

But Ushkabiis was wroth, and showered upon 
His bold antagonist his quivered store— 

Then llustcm raised Ids bow, with eager c^'e 
Choosing a dart, and }>laccd it on tJic string, 

A thong of elk-akin ; to his ear lie drew 

The feathered notch, and when the point had touched 

Tl*e other hand, the bended horn recoiled, 

And twang the arrow sped, piercing the breast 
Of UshkaMs, who fell a lifeless corse, 

As if he never bad been born 1 Krcf't • 

And firm, the champion stood ujiou the plain, 

Towering like mount Alberz, immoveable, 

I'he gaze and wonder of the adverse host! 


AVhen Rustem, still unknown to the Tiirslnian forces, returned 
to his own* army, the Tartars earned away the body of Ush¬ 
kabus, and took it to the Khakiin of Chin, who ordered the 
arrovT to be‘drawn out before him ; and when he and Ktimiis 

s • 
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saw how deeply it had penetrated, and that the feathered end 
was wet Avith blood, they were amazed at the immense poAver 
which had driven it from the bow ; they had never Avitnesscd 
or heard of any thing so astonishingi The fight AA’as, in 
consequence, suspended till the followiTig day. The Khakan 
of Chin then incpiired Avho Avas disposed or ready to be 
revenged on tljc enemy for the death of Ushkabiis, Avhen 
Kiimus adv^anced, and, soliciting permission, urged foi-AViU'd his 
horse to the middle of the plain. He then called aloud for 
Rustem, but a Kiibul hero, named Ahvund, a pupil of Rustem’s 
asked his master’s permission to oiqAOso the challengei’, wliich 
being granted, ho rushed headlong to the combat. Luckless 
hoAA'cvcr AA’cre his elforts, for he Avas soon ovcrthroAA'n and slain, 
and then Riisttun ap[)eared in arms befijre the conqueror, who 
hearing his v'oicc, cried ; “ Why this arrogance and clamour ! 
f am not like Ushkabiis, a Ircmbler in thy presence.” Rustem 
leplied; 

*■ WIioii ilic lion sous his })r('y, 

Sl’us Ihc olk-deuv cidss liis way, 
lloai-s he not ? The very 
Ti’i-nililes at the ilvcadful sound. 

And art tliou from terror free, 

When opposed in light to me'/ ” 

KAnuis noAV examined him with a stern eye, and was satisfied 
that he had to contend against a ixiAverful warrior : he there¬ 
fore Avith the utmost alacrity thrcAV his kamund, Avhich 
Rustem avoided, but it fell oA'cr the head of his horse 
Rakusb. Anxious to extricate himself from this dilemma, 
Rustem dexterously Caught hold of one end of the kamund, 
Avhilst Kar,A?is dragged and strained at the other; and so much 
strength was applied that the line broke in the middle, and 
Kamiis in consequence tumbled backAvards to the gi’ound. The 
boaster had almost succeeded in remounting his hoi’sc, Avhen 
he was secured round the neck by Rustem’s own kamund, and 
conveyed a prisoner to the Persian army, where he was put to 
death 1 
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The fate of KdmiiB produced a deep sensation among the 
Tunlnians, and Plrtln Wlsah, partaking of the general alarm, 
and thinking it impossible to resist the power of Hustem, 
proposed to retire fresn the contest, but the Khakari of Chin 
was of a different opinion, and offered himself to remedy the 
evil which threatened them all. Moreover the warrior. Chin- 
gush, volunteered to fight with Rustem; and.having obtained 
the Khakan’s permission, he took the field, and boldly challenged 
the champion. Rustem received the foe with a smiling counte¬ 
nance, and the stniggle begjin with arrows. After a smart 
attack on both sides, Chingush thought it prudent to fly from 
the overwhelming force of Rustem, who, however, steadily 
pursued him, and adroitly seizing the horse by the tail, hurled 
him from his saddle. 

He grasped the charger’s flowing tail, 

AikI all were struck with terror pale, 

To see a sight so strange ; the foe, 

Dismounted l>v one dasperate hlow ; 

The captive asked for life in vain, 

His recreant blood bedewed the plain. 

His head was fmm his shoulders wrung, 

H is body to the vultures flung. 

Rustem, after this exploit, invited some other hero to single 
combat; bnt at tlic moment not one rci)licd to his challenge. 
At last Human came forward, not however to fight, bnt to 
remonstrate, and make an effort to put an end to tlie war which 
thr,patcned total destruction to his countiy. “\^Tiy such 
bitter enmity ? why such a whirlwind of resentmeiAJ* ” sa'id 
he ; “ to this T ascribe the calamities under which we suffer; 
but is there no Avay by which this sanguinary aafter of ven¬ 
geance can be checked or moderated ? ” Rustem, in answer, 
enuip®’'‘i'ted the aggressions and the crimes of Afrilsiyjlb, and 
^lally. dwelt on the atrocious murder of Saiiwush, which he 
i^~^ared could never be pardoned. HiimtLn wished to know his 
.iiauje ; but Rustem refused to tell him, and requested PiiAn 
miglit be sent to him, to whom he would communicate 
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his thoughts, and the secrets of his heart freely. Hiimiln ac¬ 
cordingly returned, and infonned Pirin of the champion’s 
wishes. 

“ This must he llustetn, stron*(er than the pard, 

Thu lion, or lJ»o Egyptian ci’ocodilu, 

Or fell Thlis ; dreams never painted hero 
"Half so tremendous on the battle plain,” 

The old man said to him ; 

** Tf this be Rustem, then the time has come, 

Drcatlccl so long—for what but fire and sword, 

(Jan now await us ? Every town laid W€^ste, 

Soldier and peasant, husband, wife, and child, 

Sharing the miseries of a ravaged land I ” 

With tears in his eyes and a heavy heart, Piran repaired ’to 
the Khakdn, who, after some discussion, permitted him in these 
teiTOS to go and confer with Rustem. 

“ Depart then speedful on thy embassy, 

And if he seeks for peace, adjust the U'lms, 

And presents to be sent us. If he talks 
Of war and vengeance, and is clothed in mail, 

No sign of peace, why we must trust in Heaven 
For strength to crush his hopes of victory. 

He is not formed of iron, nor of brass, 

But flesh and blood, with human nerves and hfiir, 

He does not in the battle tread the clouds, 

Nor can he vanish, like the demon race,— 

Then why this sori-ow, why these marks of grief ? 

He is not stronger than an elephant; 

Not he, but I will show him what it is 
To fight or gambol with an elephant I 
, ^Besides, for cveiy man his army boasts, 

We have three hundred—wherefore then be sad ? ” 

NojiwithBtanding these expressions of confidence, Plrsin’fi 
heart was full of alarm and terror ; but htf hastened to the 
Persian camp, and made himself known to the champion of 
the host, who frankly said, after he had heard Pirdn’s name, 

1 am Rustem of Zdbul, armed as thou seest for battle! ” 
Upon which Pfrdn respectfully dismounted, and paid the 
nsnal hoipage to his illi|stpiouB rank and distinct}''' 
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Rustem said to him, bring thee the blessings of Blai-khosnlu 
and Perangis, his mother, who nightly see thy face in their 
di’eams.” 


“ r»lcpsings f I’om me, upon that royal youth 1 ” 

Excilairacd the good old man, “ JlloSHiiigs on licr, 

The daughter of AfrilsiyAb, his mother, * 

Who saved my life—and blessings upon thcc^ 

Thou matchless lici'o I Thou hast come for vengeance, 

Jn the dear name of gallant Saiawush, 

Of Saidwush, the husband of my child, 

(The beautiful Gillshaher), of him who loved me 
As [ had been his father. His brave son, 

Fcn'ul, was slaughtered, an I his mother tf)o, 

And Khosj-au was his brother, now th(j king, 

Jiy whom he fell, or if not by his word, 

Whose was the guilty hand ? Has i)unishmcnt 
Been meted to the offender? I protected, 

In mine own house, tlie priiicoss Forancris ; 

And when her son was horn, Kai-khosrau, still 
1, at the risk of my existence, kept them 
Safe from the fury of Afrasiyab, 

Who would have sacrificed the child, or belli I 
And night an<l day I watched them, till the hour 
AVhen they escaped and cixissed the boundary-stream. 

Enough of this 1 Now let us speak of peace, 

Since the confederates in this mighty war 
Are guiltless of the blood of SaiAwush I ” 

Rustem, in answer to Piran, observed, that in negotiating 
the terms of pacification, several important points were to be 
considered, and several indispensable matfcei’s to be attended to. 
No peace could bo made unless the principal actors in the 
blo(jdy tragedy of Saislwush’s death were first given up, par¬ 
ticularly Gerslwaz ; vast sums of money were also reqnft’ed to be 
presented to the king of kings ; and, moreover, Rustem said he 
would disdain making peace at all, but that it e^iAled Plr^n 
to«do service to Kai-khosr^u. Pirtln saw the difficulty of ac- 
3eding to these demands, but he speedily laid them before the 
^akin, who consulted his confederates on the subject, and 
ifter due consideration, their pride and shame resisted the 
)VeTt|ires* which they thought ignominions. Shinkul, a king 

a yiplent opposer of t^e terms, and deplai:e(l against. 
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peace on any such conditions. Several other ivarriors expressed 
their readiness to contend against Rustem, and they flattered 
themselves that by a rapid succession of attacks, one after the 
the other, they would easily overpower him. The Khakdn was 
pleased with this conceit and permitted Shinkul to begin the 
struggle. Accordingly he entered the plain, and summoned 
Rustem to renew the fight. The champion came and stmek 
him with a spear, whicli, penetrating his breast, threw him off 
his horse to the ground. The dagger was already raised to 
finish his career, but he sprang on his feet, and quickly ran 
away to tell his misfortune to the Khaktln of Chin. 

And tJins he cried, in look forlorn, 

This foe is not of mortal born ; 

A furions elci»]innt in figlit, 

A very mountain to the sight; 

No warrior of the human race, 

That ever wielded s])ear or macc, 

Alone this dragon could withstand, 

Or live beneath his conquering brand 1 ” 


The Khaksln reminded him how different were his feelings 
and sentiments in the morning, and having asked him what 
he now proposed to do, he said that without a considerable 
force it would be useless to return to the field ; five thousand 
men were therefore assigned to him, and with them he pro¬ 
ceeded to engage the champion, Rustem had also been joined 
by his valiant companions, and a general battle ensued. The 
lieavcns were obscured by the dust which ascended from the 
tramp ct the horses, pd the plain was crimsoned with the 
blood of the slain. In the midst of the contest, Sdwa, a relation 
of Kamus, burst forward and sought to be revenged on Rus¬ 
tem for the fate of his friend. The champion raised his battle- 
axe, and giving Rakush the rein, with one blow of his 
Place removed him to the other world. No sooner had he 
dispatched this assailant than he was attacked by another of the 
kindred of Kdraiis, named Kahir, whom he also Blew,^and 

thus humbled the pride of the Eushanians. Elated witii 'h' 

• / 



rHp] shXh nameh. 


193 


saccesB, and having further displayed his valour among the 
enemy’s troops, he vowed that he would now encounter the 
KhakAii himself, and despoil him of all his pomp and treasure. 
For this purjiosc he selected a thousand horsemen, and thus 
supported, approached the kulubgah, or hcad-cpiarters of the 
monarch of Chin. The clamour of the cavalry, anJ the clash 
of spears and swords, resounded afar. The air became as dark 
as the visage of an Ethiopian, and the field was covered with 
'several heads, broken armour, and the bodies of the slain. 
Amidst the conflict Kustem called aloud to the Khakan : 


“ Surrender to my arms those elephants, 

That ivory throne, that crown, and chain of gold j 
Eit trophies for Kai-khosrau, rersia’s king; 

Eor what hast thou to do with <liadem 

And sovereign power I My noose shall soon secure thee, 

And I will send thee living to his presence ; 

Since, looking on my valour and my strength. 

Life is enough to grant thee. If thou wilt not 
Besign thy crown and thinne—thy doom is sealed.” 


. “ The Khakan, filled with indignation at these haughty words, 
cautioned Rustem to pariy off his own danger, and then com¬ 
manded his troops to assail the enemy witli a shower of arrows. 
The attack was so tremendous and terrifying, even beyond the 
picturings of a dream, that Giidarz was alarmed for the safety 
of Rustem, and'sent Rehitm and G'w to his aid. Rustem said 
to Reharj :—“ I fear that my horse Rakush is becoming 
weary of exertion, in which case what shall I do in this con¬ 
flict with the enemy ? I must attack on^ foot the Khakiln of 
Chin, though he has an army here as countless as legions of ants 
or locusts ; but if Heaven continues my friend, I shall stretch 
many of them in the dust, and take many prisoners. The 
captives I will send to Khosrau, and all the spoils of Chin.” 
Saying this, ho pushed forward, roaring like a tiger, towards 
the Khakdn, and exclaiming with a stern voice :—“ The Tiirks 
are allied to the devil, and the wicked are always unprosperous. 
Thou hast not. yet Men in with Rustem, or thy brain would 
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have been bewildered. He is a never-dying dragon, always 
seeking the strongest in battle. But thou hast nob yet had 
enough of even me! ” He then drew his kamund from the 
saddle-strap, and praying to God to gradt him vietory over his 
foes, urged on Bakush, and wherever he threw the noose, his 
aim wassilccessful. Groat was the slaughter, and the Khakdn, 
seeing from tl>o hack of his white elephant the extent of his 
loss, and beginning to he apprehensive about his own safety, 
ordered one of his warriors, well acquainted with the language 
of Iran, to solicit from the enemy a cessation of hostilities. 

“ Say uiicnce this wrath on ns, this keen revenge? 

We never injured Saiawiish ; the kings 
Of In<l and Chiu arc guiltless of his hlood ; 

Then why Ihis wrath on strangers? Spells and charms, 

Used by Afrasiyab,—the cause of all— 

Have brought us hither to contend against 
The champion TIustem ; and since peace is better 
Than war and bloodshed, let us part in peace,” 


The messenger having delivered his message, Rustem 
replied :— 

** My words are few. Let him give up his crown, 

His golden collar, throne, and elephants ; 

Tlicsc arc the tcians I grant. He came for plunder, 

And now' he asks for peace. Tell him again, 

Till all his treasure and his crown are mine, 

His throne and elephants, he seeks in vain 
For peace with Rustem, or the Persiaii king ! ” 


Wheix the Khakan was infonned of these reiterated condi¬ 
tions, he burst out into bitter reproaches and abuse; and 
with so Itful a voice, that the wind conveyed them distinctly 
to Rustem’s ear. The champion immediately prepared for the 
attack; and approaching the enemy, flung his kamund, by 
which he at once dragged the Khakjin frqpi his white elephant. 
The hands of the captured monarch wore straightway bound 
l)chind his back. Degraded and helpless he stood, and a 
single stroke deprived him of his crown, and throne, and fifr, ;> 
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Such are, since time began, the ways of Heaven ; 
Such the decrees of fate I Sometimes raised up, 
And sometimes hunted down by cjiemics, 

Men, struggling, pass through this precarious life, 
Exalted now ta sovereign power ; and now 
Steeped in the gulph of poverty and sorrow. 

To one is given the aninence of Karun ; 

Another dies in want. How little know we 
What hue our future fortune may assume I 
The world is all deceit, dGcci)lion all I 


' Piran "Wisah beheld the disasters of the day, he saw the 
Khakd.n of Chin delivered over to- Tds, his death, and the 
Jpannersof the confederates overturown ; and sorrowing said ;— 
This day is the day of flight, not of victory to ns ! This is 
no time for son to protect father, nor father son—we must 
|[y ! ” In the meanwhile llustein, animated hy feelings of a 
Wy different kind, gave a banquet to his warrior friends, in 
^lebration of the triumph. 

^ When the intelligence of the overthrow and death of Kilnnis 
imd the Khakaii of Chin, and tlio dispersion of their armies, 
a-eached Afnisiyab, lie was overwhelmed witli distress and cou- 
pternation, and expressed his determination to be revenged ou 
'the conquerors. Xot an Iranian, he said, should remain alive ; 
and the doors of his treasury were thrown open to equip and 
reward the new army, which was to consist of a hundred 
thousand men. 

Rustem having communicated to Kai-khosraii, tlu'ough 
Frlburz, tie account of his success, received the most satis- 


factojy marks of his sovereign’s applause ; but still anxious* 
to promote the glory of his country, he. engaged in new ex¬ 
ploits. He went against Kafiir, the king of the citv af Biddd, 
a cannibal, who feasted on human flesh, especially on the young 
wonien of his country, and those of the greatest beauty, being 
the richest 'morsels, were first destroyed. He soon overpowered 
and slew the monster, and having given his body to he de¬ 
voured by dogs, pluriu».red and razed his castle to the ground. 


Ishis h^ invaded and ravaged the province of Khoteu, 
the dependencies of Tiirdn, and recently the pdsseth 


o s 
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sion of Saiawiish, whioli was a new affliction to Afrilsiyslb, wlm, 
alarmed about bis own empire, dispatebcd a trasty person 
secretly to Kustein’s camp, to obtain private intelligence of bis 
hostile movements. The answer of the spy added considerably 
to bis distress, and in the dilemma he consulted with Piraii 
AVisali, that he might have the benefit of the old man’s ex¬ 
perience and wisdom. Piran told him that he had failed to 
make an impression iii)on the Persians, even assisted byKaimis 
the Kashanian, and the Khakaii of Chin ; both had been slain 
in battle, and therefore it Avoiild be in vain to attempt further 
offensive measures without the most powerful aid. There was, ho 
added, a neighbouring king, named Pnladwund,who alone seemed 
equal to contend with Rustem, lie was of immense stature, 
and of prodigious streuigth, and might, by the favour of 
licaven, be able to subdue him. Afriisiyab was pleased with 
this information, and immediately invited Piiladwund, by 
letter, to assist liim in e.vterminating the champion of Persia. 
Piiladwund was proud of the honour eonfen-cd upon him, and 
readily complied ; hastening the preparation of liis own armj' 
to co-operate with that of Afrasiyah. lie presently joined him, 

, and the whole of the combined forces rapidly marched against 
the enemy. The first warrior he encountered was Giw, whom 
he caught with Ills kamund. Rcham and Byzun seeing this, 
instantly rushed forwai'd to extricate their brother and 
champion in arms ; but tliey too were also secured in the same 
manner 1 In the struggle, however, the kamunds^gave way, 
'and th«n Piiladwund diniw his sword, and by several sh’okes 
wounded them all. • The father, Gtidarz, apprised of this 
disaster,^tdiich had unfortunately happened to three of his 
sons, applied to Rustem for succour. The champion, the 
refuge, the protector of all, was, as usuah ready to rcjicrthc 
enemy. He forthwitli advanced, liberated his friends, and 
dreadful was the conflict which followed. The club was used 
with great dexterity on both sides; bat at length Piiladwund 
stmek his antagonist such a blow that the sound ofvit was, 
heard by the troops at a distance, and Rustem; stunned i 
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severity, thought himself opposed with so much vigour, that 
he prayed to the Almighty for a prosperous issue to the 
engagement. 

SlioultUT be in this stru*rjrle slain, 

Wliat slay for Poi*sia will Ins h*ft/ 

None to dcit'end Kni-kh<)siau*s 
OF me, his warrior-chief, bereft. 

Then village, town, and city piy, 

AViJl feci the cruel Tartar's sway 1 ” • 


Piiladwund wishing to follow uj) the blow by a final stroke 
of his sword, found to his ama/.emcnt that it rce-oiled from the 
armour of Rustem, and thenec* lie jiroposi‘d another mode or 
fighting, which he hoped would he more successful. He wislied 
to try his power in wrestling. The challenge was accepted. 
By agreement both anuics retired, .and left the spa(!e of a 
faraang between them, and no one ivas allowed to allbrd assist¬ 
ance to cither combatant. Afnisiyab was present, and sent 
word to Puladwund, the moment be got RusU'in mider him, to 
plunge a sword in his heart. The contest began, but I’lilad- 
wund had no opportunity of fulfilling the wishes of Alhisiyah. 
Rustem grasped him with such vigour, lifted him u]) in his 
arms, and dashed him so furiously on the plain, that the hoastcr 
seemed to be killed on the spot. Rustem indeed thought he 
had put a period to his life ; and with that impression left liim, 
and remounted Rakush ; but the crafty riiladwimd only pre¬ 
tended to be dead ; and as soon as he foiincl himself released, 
sprang up-and escaped, flying like an arrow to his own side. 
He then told Afrasiyab how he had saved his life by mounter-, 
feiting death, sind assured him tluit it was nsehiss to contend 
against Rustem. The champion having witnessed tljjs subter¬ 
fuge, turned round in pursuit, ami the 'fartars I'eceivecl him 
witli a shower of aiTOWS ; but the attjuik was well answered, 
Puladwund being so alarmed that, without saying a word to 
AfiAsiyib, be fled from the field. Pirau now counselled Afra- 
siy^b to escape also to the remotest part of Tartary. As the 
flight of FiU^dwund had disheartened the Turdniau troops, and 
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there was no chance of profiting by further resistance, Afrtlsiyilb 
took his advice, ;nid ao jirecipitate was his retreat, that he en- 
tij*ely aliandoncd his standards, tents, lioraes, arms, and treasure 
to an iminense amount, fi’hc most valuable booty was sent by 
llnstcm to the king of Iran, and a considerable portion of it 
wtia di\'ided among tlie chiefs and the soldiers of the army, 
lie then inoiinti'd Rakush, and proc,eeded to the court of Kai- 
khosi'aii, where, he was recei\ed with the liighcst honours and 
with nnhonndod rejoicings. The king ()i)cncd liis jewel chamber, 
and gave liim the neliost mines, and vessels of gold filled with 
musk and aloes, and also sjdendid garments ; a hundred beau¬ 
tiful damsels wearing ei-owns and ear-rings, a hundred horses, 
and a hniidred camels. Having thus terminated triumphantly 
the camj)aign, Rustem carried witli him to Ziibul the hlessings 
and admiration of liis country. 


akwAn dIw. 

And now wo come Akwiin Diw, 
Whom lihstom next in comlmt slew. 


One (lay as Kai-khosrdu was sitting in liis beautiful garden, 
abouiidiug in r<«es and the balmy luxuriance of springj sur- 
roirndwT by bis warriors, and enjoying the pleasures of the 
baiupict with music and singing, a peasant approached, and 
informed' itVnr of a most mysterious apparition. A wild ass, ho 
said, had come in from tlie neighbouring foi’est; it had at least 
the external appearance of a wild as% but possessed such super¬ 
natural strength, that it had rushed among the horses in the 
royal stables with the ferocity of a lion or a demon, doing ex 
tensive injury, and in fact appeared to bo an evil spirit I, Kfu 
khosRiu felt assured that it was something more.thaa it i 
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to be, and looked round among his wamors to know what 
should be done. It Avas soon found that Rustem was tlic only 
person capable of gi\ iug effectual assistance in this omoi-geucy, 
and accordingly a message Avas forwarded to request his ser¬ 
vices. The chani])ion instantly complied, and it was not long 
before he occupied himself upon the im])ortunt .enterprise. 
Guided by the pasunt, lie proceeded in the first place toAA'ards 
the spot Avlierc the mysterious animal had been seen ; but it 
Avas not till the fourth day of his search tliat lie fell in Avith 
him, and then, being anxious to secure him alive, and scud 
him .'IS a trojdiy to Kai-kliosr;'ui, he threw Iiis kamund ; but it 
AA'as in vain : the wild ass in a moment vanished out of sight! 
From this circumstauec Rustem observed, ‘‘ '.riiis (‘an be no 
other than Akwau Diw, and my Aveapon must uoav be either 
dagger or sAVord.” 'J'lio lu'xt time the Avild ass appeared ho 
pursued him Avith his drawn sword; but on lifting it up to 
sti'ike, nothing was to be seen. He Lj'i(;d again, when he c.amo 
near him, both speai‘ and uitoav ; still the animal vanished, dis¬ 
appointing his blow; and thus three days and nights he cou- 
linued fighting, ns it Averc against a shadow. Wearied at length 
Avith his exertions, he dismounted, and leading Rakush to a 
green spot near a limpid fountain or rivulet of spring Avater, 
alloAvcd him to graze, and then Avent to sleep. Akwau F'W 
seeing from a distance that Rustem had fallen asleep, rushed 
tOAvards him like a Avhirlwind, and rapidly digging up the 
ground on every side of him, took up the plot of ground and 
the champion together, placed them upon his liead, and walked 
UAvay Avith them. Rustem being aAvakenod Avith the uKjtion, he 
Avas thus addressed by the giant-demon ? 


“ Warrior I now no lonf^cr fn;o ! 

Toll jpe what thy wish may ho ; 

Shall 1 plungo thee in tiio sea, 

Or leave thee on the mouiiLain dreary 
None to give thee succour, near ? 

Tell thy wish to me I " 

Dei...T8jastem, ’thus deplorably in the power of the demon, began 
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to consider what was ])cst to be done, and recollecting that it 
Wiis custonv.uy with that supernatural race to act by the rule 
of contraries, in opi)osition to an expressed desire, said in reply, 
for he knew that if he was thrown intoihe sea there would be 
a good chance of escape :— 

** O. plungo me not in tlic roavincf sea, 

1’he )n:iw*oC a tisli is no home for mo; 

Ihil cast me forlli on the; moUTitain ; there 
Is tilt! lion’s liuiint ami tlio lij^er’s lair; 

Ami for them I slmll ho a morsel of food, 

’J’liey will eat iny hush ami drink ray l)lootl; 
lint iTij }>ones will Ik; loft, i<» slu'w tin* jilaee 
When; tins form was tlevoured \>y tiie feline race; 

V(‘s. sonielln'm^ will then remain of rm, 

WliiLst nothing osca])es fntiii llic roaring sea ! ” 


Akwdn Diw having heard this particular desire of Rustem, 
determined at once to thwart him, and for this purpose he 
raised him uj) with his hands, and flung him from his lofty 
position heiidlong into tlie deej) and roaring ocean. Down ho 
fell, and a crocodile speedily dartetl upon him with the eager 
intention of devouring In'in alive ; hut Rustem drew his sword 

with alacritv. and severed the nionstev’s head from his bodv. 

*■ •» 

Another came, and was put to <leat]i in the same Jiianuer, and 
the water was crimsoned witli hlood. At last he succeeded in 
swimming safely on shore, and instantly returned thanks to 
Heaven for the signal protection he had cxiiericnced. 

llrcnstiii" tlio wave, with fearless skill 
lie usctl liis ^liiteriiipf hraiid; 

And glorious luid triumpliaiit siill, 
ile tjiiicR-Iy mu-hed llu; slnuid. 


He then moved towards the fountain where he had left 
Rakush ; but, to his great alarm and vexation bis matchless 
horse was not there. He wandered about for some, time, and 
in the end found him among a herd of horses belonging to 
AfRlsiytlb. Having firat caught him, and resumed his scat in 
the saddle, he resolved upon capturing and drivin'g away^ 
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whole herd, and conveying them to Kai-khosnln. He wtu? 
canyijig into elfccfc this rcsolutitm when the noise awoke the 
keepers sjiecially employed by Alr.lsiyjlb, and they, indignant 
at this outrageous proceeding, called log(!tli(‘r a strong party to 
pursue the aggressor. When they had nearly reached him, he 
turned boldly round, and said aloud :—“ 1 am Rustem, the 
descendant of Silm. I have conquered AfriLsiyab in battle, and 
after that dost thou presume to oppose me?’’^ 1 fearing this, 
the keepers of the Tartar stud instantly turno<l their backs, and 
ran away. 

ft so happened that at this period Afnisiyab paid his annual 
visit to his nursery of horses, and on his coming to the meadows 
in which they were kept, neither horses nor keepers wei'o to he 
seen. In a short time, however, he was inhmned hy those who 
had returned from the pursuit, that Rustem was th<! person wlio 
had carried oft* the herd, and njion hearing of this outrage, he 
proceeded with his troops at once to attack him. Impatient at 
the indignity, he approached Rustem with great fury, l)ut was 
presently compelled to fly to save his life, and thus allow his 
Ifcrd of favourite steeds, together with four elephants, to ho 
placed ill the possession of Kai-khosi'au. Rustem then returned 
to the meadows and the fountain near the haliilaihm of Akwaii 
Biw; and there lie again met with the demon, who th”" 
accosted him:— 

“ What 1 art thou thou air)us(:cl f/oiu death’s dark sloop? 

H.'Vit thou escaped the monsters of the clcep ? 

And dost thou seek upon tlio dusty plain 
To struggle with a demon's r sr again ? 

Of ilint. or brass, or iron is .orm ! , 

Or caiist thou, like the demo raise the dieadfid battle 
Storm ? ” - » 

Rustem, hearing this taunt from the tongue of Akwtln I)fw, 
prepared for fight and threw his kamund with such precision 
and force, that tne demon was entangled in it, and then he 
struck him such a mighty blow with his sword, that it severed 
tfeikh^d from the body. The severed head of the unclean 
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monster ho transmitted as n trophy to Kni-khosnUi, by whom 
it \s’as rejjarded with ainazciiiont, on account of its hideous 
expression niid its vast si/e. After tliis extraordinary feat, 
llustem paid Ins vcsiM'fts to the kiuft, and was received as usual 
Avith distiiif*iii.slie(1 Iioiiour and iifJeetion ; and having enjoyed 
the magnifieeiit hospitality of the court for some time, he re¬ 
turned to Ziihiilistaii, aceoni]>ain*ed part of the way by Kai- 
khosrau Inmself and a eroAvd of valiant Avarrioi-s, ever anxious 
to acknowledge his snpej'ior Avortli and prodigious strength. 


Tim STOIIY OF P.YZTIN and MANtJl'^FT, the 

’Dal'ghteu of AFIvASIYAB. 


One day the ]te(i 2 )lo of Arniiln 2 )etii.iouod Kiii-khosriiu to 
remove frtan them a grievous calamity. The country they 
iuhahited Avas overrun Avith herds nf Avild boars, Avhieh iiou 
only destroyiid the imiduce of their fields, hut the fruit and 
llowers in their ore.hards and gardens, uiul so extreme was the 
ferocity of tin; animals that it AA'as dangerous to go abroad ; 
Lhi'y tliei’eforc solicited proieetion i’roin this disastrous visita¬ 
tion, and lio[)ed for relief The king was at the time enjoying 
himself amidst his Avarriors at a banquet, drinking Avine, and 
listening to music and the songs of bewitching damsels. 

Tbo j2:lancc fit beauty, aud the cliarin 
0£ heavenly sounds, so solt and thrilling, 

-Aiul ruby wine, must ever warm 

The heart, with love and rajituiv filling. 

Can aught moi’o sweet, more genial jirove, 

Thau melting music, wine, and love ? 

The moment ho Avas made acquainttid Avith tlie grievances 
endured by the Armiiniaiis, lie referred the matter Ijo the 
consideration of his counsellors and nobles, in, drder 
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remedy might be immediately applied. Byzuii, when he heard 
what was required, and had learned the disposition of the 
king, rose up at once with all the enthusiasm of youth, and 
offered to undertake tljc extermination of the wild hoars himsL']l', 
But Giw objected to so great a hazard, for ho was too young, 
ho said ; a hero of greater experience being necessary for such 
an arduous enterprise. Byzun, howcA cr, was not to be rejected 
on this account, and obsers’od, that though' young, he,^ was 
mature in judgraciit and discretion, and he relied on the liberal 
decision of the king, who at length pei'mitted him to go, but 
ho was to bo accompanied by the r'eti'.ran waiTior Girgtu. 
Accordingly Byzun and Girgiii set off on the i)erilous expe¬ 
dition ; and after a journey ol“sc\'i'ral dbys arrived at the place 
situated betwecji Iran and Turi'm, where the wild boars were 
the most destructive. In a short time a great number were 
hunted down and killed, and Byzun, utterly to destroy the 
sustenance of the dcpredatoi’s, set lire to the forest, and reduced 
the whole of the culcivation to ashes. Jlis exertions were, in 
short, entirely successful, and the country was thus freed from 
ithe visitation which had occasioned so much distress and ruin. 
To give iucontestablc proof of this exploit, he cut off the heads 
of all the wild horn’s, and took out the tusks, to scud to ICai- 
khosrdu. "When Girglii had witnessed the iMti'e])idity ami 
boldness of Byzun, and found him determined to send tlio 
evidence of his bravery to Kai-kliosrau, he became envious of 
the youth’s success, and anticipated by comparison the ruin of 
his own name and the gratification of his foes. lie therefore 
attempted to dissuade him from sending the trophk'S to the 
king, and having failed, he resolved uifon getting him out of 
the way. To effect this ijm-pose he worked upon ^le feelings 
and the passions of Byzun with consummate art, and w'hilsb 
his victim was w4rm with wine, praised him beyond all the 
warrior’s of the age. Ho then told him he had heard that at no 
great distance from them there was a beautiful place, a garden 
of perpetual spring, which was visited every vernal season by 
eManijehj thc.lovely daughter of Afi:«lsiy4h. 
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It iH a spot bejoiul imagination * 

Delightful to the heart, where roses bloom, 

And sparkling fountains murmur—where the earth 
Is rich wiMi Tnany-colouml flowers ; and musk 
Floats on the geiitli; breezes, hyaeiiitlis 
And lilies add their perfume—golden fk’uit 
Weigh down the branches of the lofty trees, 

The glittering ]ihe:isant niewes in stately ]»omp, 

'J’liL‘*buil)ul warbles from llie cypress bough, 

And love-inspiring damsels may be seen 
O’er hill alid dale, their lips all winning smiles, 

Their cheeks like rases—in their sleepy eyes 
Delicious languor dwelling. Over them 
Presides tiie daughter of Afnlsiyab, 

The beautiful Maidjch ; should we go, 

(’Tis but a little distance), and encamp 
Among the kively groups—in that i-etreat 
Which blooms lik^ Taratlise—we may secure 
A bevy of fair virgins for the king ! ” 

Byzuii WHS excited by this dcscjription ; and impatient to 
realize what it promised, repaired without d(;lay, ucconipani^ 
by (Jii'fifin, to the romantic retirement of the princess. Tliey^ 
approiicbcd so close to the siimmev-tcnt in wliich she dwelt that' 
she liad a full view of Dyziiii, and imniodiatcly becoming deeply 
enamoured of his jtorsou, disj)atchcd a coulidential domestic, 
licr nurse, to iiupiire who ho was, and from wheiiec he came. 


*• (io, mill tiL'Tioath that c}})ivss Irec, 
AVIuu’c now he sits so gracefully, 

Ask him his name, that radi tut nux>ny 
And he may grant another boon I 
l*erchance he may to me impart 
The secret wishes of his heart 1 
Tell him ho must, and further say, 

"J'hat T have lived here many a day ; 
That every year, whilst spring discloses 
Tlie fragniht breath of budding roses, 

I pass my time in ruml plonsuro ; 
but never—never such a ti'casure, 

A mortal of sueAi i)erfect mould, 

Did those admiring eyes behold I 
IJever. since it has been my lot 
To dwell ill this scfiuosterwl sjiot. 

A youth by nature so desigiic(l 
To soothe a love-lorn dainscTs mind I 
His wondrous looks my bosom tlirill 
Can iSaiiwush be living still 2 *’ 
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The nurse communicated faithfully the message of Mam'jeh, 
and Byzun’s countenance glowed with delight when he heard it. 
“ Tell thy fair mistress,” he said in reply, “ that I am not 
Saiawush, but the soi! of Giw. I came from Inlu, with the 
express permission of the king, to exterminate a tcirible and 
destructive herd of wild boars in this ncighbourh«T<jd; and 1 
have cut off their heads, and torn out their tusks to he sent to 
Kai-khosrau, that the king and his warriors may fully appreciate 
the exploit I have performed. But having heard afterwards 
of thy mistress’s beauty and attractions, homo and my father 
were forgotten, smd I have jm-ferred following my own desires 
by coming hither. If tliou wilt therefore forward my views ; 
if thou wilt become my friend by introducing me to thy 
mistress, who is possessed of such matchless charms, these 
precious gems are thine and this coronet of gold. I’crhaps the 
daughter of Afnisiyjib may be induced to listen to ray suit.” 
The nurse wiis not long in making known the sentiments of 
the stranger, and Manijeh was equally prompt in exjjressing 
jjer consent. The message was full of ardour and affection. 

O gallant youth, no farther roam, 

This suiuiner-tciit shall be thy home ; 

Then will the clouds of grief depart 
From this enamoured, auxious heart. 

For thee I live—thou art tljc liglit 
Which makes my future fortune bright. 

Should arrows pour like showers of rain 
Upon iny head—’twnuld be in vain ; 

Nothing can ever injure me, 

Blessed with thy love—posscsse<l of llicc ! " 

•t 

Byzun therefore proceeded unobserved to the tent of the 
princess, who on meeting and receiving him, pressed him to her 
be&om; and taking off his Kaiani girdle, that he might he 
more at his ease, asked him to sit down and relate the particulai'S 
of his enterprise among the wild boars of the forest. Having 
done so, he added that he had left Girgin behind him. 


Deu 


“ Enraptured, and impatient to survey 
Thy^sharms, 1 brook’d no pause upon the way." 
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Ho was immediately perfumed with musk and rose-water, 
and refresliincnts of every kind were set before him; musieians 
played their swoeLcsb airs, and dark-eyed damsels waited upon 
him. Tlie walls of the tent were f^orgeously adorned Avith 
amber, and !?old, and rubies ; and the sparkling old wine was 
drank oat'of erysLal goblets. The feast of joy lasted three 
nights and tlnre days, Byzim and Manijeh enjoying the 
precious monu'nts with unspeakable rapture. Ovcreoino with 
wine and the felicity of the sceiu!, he at length sunk into 
repose, and on the fourth day cain<! the time of departure ; hub 
the princess, niiahlc to relinquish the society of her loA'or, 
ordered a narcotic draught to he administci’cd to him, and 
whilst he continued in a state of slnmher and insensibility, ho 
Avas conveyed secretly and in disguise into Tiiran. He Avas 
taken oven to the palace of Afrilsiyab, unknown to all but to 
the emissaries and domestics of tlie princess, and there he 
awoke from the trance into Avhich he had been throAvn, and 
found himself clasped in the anus of his idol, (kmsidering, ou 
coming to his senses, tliat he had been betrayed by some 
witchery, he made an attempt to get out of the seclusion * 
above all, be Avas aitprehensiA e of a fatal termination to the 
adventure; but Manijeh’s blandishments induced him to remain, 
and for some time he A^^as contented to be immersed in con¬ 
tinual enjoyment,—such pleasure as arises from the social 
banquet and the attractions of a fascinating woman. 

“ Grieve not my love—be not so sad, 

'Tis now the season to be glad ; 

There is a ^inic ftn' war and strife, 

A time to soothe the ills of life. 

Drink of the cup which yields delight, 

The ruby glittei'S in thy sight; 

Steep not thy heart in fruitless care. 

But in the wine-flask sparkling there,” 

At length, however, the love of the princess for a Persian 
youth was discovered, and the keepers and guards of the palace 
fv'ere in the greatest terror, expecting the most signal pani||| 
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menfc for their neglect or treachery. Dreadful indeed wiig the 
rage of the king when he was first told the tidings; ho 
trembled like a reed in the wind, and the colour fled from liis 
cheeks. Groaning, h(f exclaimed : 

“ A clauj^htor, even fnjm a royal stock, 

Is ever a misfortune—hast thou one ? 

The f];rave will be Ihy tittest son-in-law 
Rejoice not in the wisdom of a ; 

AVho ever linds a daughter good and virtuous? 

Who ever looks on woman-kind for aught 
Save wickcflnoss and folly / flenco how few 
Ever enjoy the bliss of IVirndise : 

Sueli the sad destiny of erring woninn I " 


AfriLsiyab consulted the nobles of his liouseliold upon the 
measures to ho pursued on this occasion, jiud Gersiwaz was in 
consequence deputed to secure Byzun, and put liim to death. 
The guilty retreat was first surrounded by troo])s, and then 
Gersiwaz entered the private apartments, and witli surprise and 
indignation saw Byznii in all his glory, Mauijoli at his side, 
]jis lips stained with wine, his face full of mirth and gladness, 
and encircled by the damsels of the shubistan. Tic accosted 
him in severe terms, and was i)rom])tly answered l)y Byzun, 
who, drawing his sword, gave liis name and family, and dcckrcn 
that if any violence or insult wius offered, he would slay 
every man that came before him with hostile intentions. 
Gersiwaz, on hearing this, thought it prudent to change his 
plan, andaconduct him to Afnisiyilh, and he was iwrinitted to 
do so on the promise of pardon for the alleged offence.. When 
brought before Afnlsiyilb, he was assailijd with further‘oppro¬ 
brium, and called a dog and a wicked remorseless denvn. 

“ Tliou caitiff wretch, of monstrous birth, 

Allied \o hell, and not of earth 1 ” 

But he thus answei-ed the king : 


beitv , 


I^isten awhile, if justice be thy aim, 

Aud J^hoa wilt me guiltless. I was sent 
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Fi'iJiii Pci'sirt to destroy Iicrds of wild boars, 

Whi<*h laid the country waste. That labour done, 
I lost niy way, and weary with the toil, 

AVeary with wandering in a wildering maze, 
Jlaply rej)oscd beiieatli a shady cypj^ss ; 

Tliitin r a Peri came, and whilst I slept, 

Lifted nio from the ground, and quick as thought 
C^onveyed me to a sunnner-lent, where d^Ye]t 
A princess of ineompavahlo beauty. 

Fr(nn tCcnce, by hands unknown, I was removed, 
Still slumbering in a litter—still uncoubc.ious; 
And when I woke, T found myself reclining 
hi a retired ]>avilion of tliy palace, 

Attended by that soul-entrancing beauty I 
My lieart was filled with sorrow, and I shed 
Showers of vain fears, and desolate I sate, 
'i’hinking of Persia, with no power to tly 
From niy imprisonment, though soft ami kind, 
Pcing the victim of a soreercr’s art. 

Yes, 1 am guiltless, and Manijeh too, 
r>otli by some magic infiuence pursued, 

And led away against our will or choice I" 


Afrslsiyiib listened to this speech with distrust, and hesitated 
not to charife liirn witli ialschood and cowardice. Byznn’s 
indignation was roused hy this insulting accusation; and 
said to him aloud, “ Cowardice, what! cowardice ! I have 
encountered the tusks of the fonuidahle wild boar and the 
claws of the raging lion. I have met the bravest in battle with 
sword and arrow ; and if it be thy desire to witness the 
strength of my arm, give me but a horse and a battle-axe, and 
marshal twice live hundred Tiirdnians against me,, and not 
a.man of them shall surxivc the contest. If this be not^ thy 
pleasure, do thy worst, but remember my blood will be avenged. 
Thou knowest the power of Rustem! ” The mention of 
Rustem’s name renewed all the deep feelings of resentment 
mid animosity iu the mind of Afrilsiyab, who, resolved upon- 
the immediate execution of his purpose, commanded Gerslwaz 
to bind the youth, and put an end to his lifii on ijic gallows 
tree. The good old man Pirjin Wlsah happened to be passing 
by the place to wliich Byzun bad just heen conveyed to suflfer 
death; and seeing a great concourse of pcople^/and a I 
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dar erected, from which hung a noose, he inquired for whom 
it was intended, ftersiwaz heard the question, and replied 
that it was for a Persian, an enemy of Tiiran, a son of Giw, 
and related to llnstciu. Pirsin straiglitway rode up to the 
youth, who avus standing in deep allliction, almost naked, 
and with his hands bound behind liis back, and die said to 
him ;— 

“ Why thou quit tliy country, why come liUlior, 

Why choose the rojul io an nnlimcly grave ? ” 

Upon this Byziin told him his i/liolc stoiy, and the treachery 
of Girgin. Pirau wept at the recital, and remembering the 
circumstances under Avhicli he had encountered Giw, and how 
he had been himself delivered from death by the interposition 
of Perangis, he requested the execution to be stayed until he 
had seen the king, which was accordingly done. The king 
received him with honour, praised his wisdom and prudence, 
and conjecturing from his manner that something was heavy 
at his heart, exju'essed his readiness to grant any favour which 
lib might have come to solicit. Piran said : “Tlion, my only 
desire is this : do not put Byzun to death; do not repeat 
the tragedy of SaiaAVUsh, and again consign Tiiran and Iriin 
to all the horrors of war and desolation. liemcmber how I 
Avarned thee against taking the life of that young prince ; but 
malignant and evil advisers exerted their influence, AA'ere 
triumphant, and brought upon thee and thy kingdom the 
A’cngqancc of Kdiis, of Rustem, and all the Avarriors of thg 
Persian empire. The swords noAv sleeping in their setdibards 
are ready to flash forth again, for assuredly if the blood of 
Byzun be spilt the land will ho depopulated by fire and SAVoi’d. 
'riic honour of a king is sacred; when that is lost, all is lost.’’ 
But Afrslsiyab replied; “ I fear not the thousands that can be 
brought agf|i,inst me. Byzun has committed an offence which 
can never be pardoned ; it covers me Avith shame, and I shall 
be uniA'crsally despised if I sufFor him to live. Death were 
better for me than life in disgrace. He must die.”—'' That is 

p 
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not necessary,” rejoined Piran, “lot him be imprisoned in a 
deep cavern ; lie will never be heard of more, and then thou 
cansb not lie iiocused of having shod his blood.” After some 
deliberation, Afrasiyi'ib altered his dceormination, and com¬ 
manded (icrsiwaz to bind the youth with chains from head to 
foot, and hang him within a deep pit with his head downwards, 
that ho might never sise snn or moon again ; and he sentenced 
Manijeh to share the same fate : and to make their death more 
sure, he ordcinal the enormous fragment of rock which Akwan 
])iw had dragged out of the ocean and flung upon the plain of 
'I’artaiy, to he placed over tlie mouth of tlie pit. In res]>ecL to 
Pyziin, (Jemiwaz did as he was commanded ; ))ut the lamenta¬ 
tions in the slnihistan were so loud and distressing upon 
Manijeh being sentenced to the same imnishinent, that the 
tyriuit was induced to change her doom, allowing her to dwell 
near the pit, but forbidding, by jwoclaination, any one going to 
lior or supplying her with food, ftersiwaz conducted her to the 


place ; and stripping hei’ of her rieh garments and jewels, left, 


her bare-headed tind bare-footed, Avetipiiig torrents of tears. 


Jill l(*l’Micr—tlie miliappy maid ; 
JI<*r li4‘a(l Ji)>f)ii lh(' uarlh was laid, 
ill bilioriR'hs i3f p'ii f. and lone, 
IJi'sidc that drcadliil (lomon-stone. 


There happened, however, to be a fissure in the huge rock 
that covered the nnaith of the jiit, which allowed cf llyzun’s 
voice h^'ing heard, and bread and water was let down to»him, 
so that they had thc^ imdancholy satisfaction of hearing each 
other’s lyies. 

The sUiry now relates to Oirgfn, who finding after several 
days that Jlyzuu had not returned, begf^n to repent Of'his 
treachery; but what is tlie advantage of such repentance ? it 
is Kke the smoke that rises from a conflagration. 

When flames have done their worst, thick clouds arise 
Of lurid smoke, which useless mount the skies, • 
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He souglit everywhere for him; went to the romantic retreat 
where the daughter of Afnisiydb resided; but tlie place was 
deserted, nothing was to be seen, and nothing to be heard. At 
length he saw Byzun’s'horse astray, and seciuriiig liiin with his 
kamnnd, thouglit it useless to remain in Tinan, and therefom 
proceeded in sorrow back to Iran, (liw', finding that his son 
had not returned with liim from Arman, wfis frantic with 
grief ; ho tore his garments and his hair, and tlii'cw' aslies over 
his head; and seeing tlio liorse wliieh his son had rode, caressed 
it in the fondest manner, demanding from Clirgin a full aeeomit 
of what he knew of his fate. “ () Heaven forbid,” said he, 
“that my son should have fallen into tlie j)owor of the merci¬ 
less demons ! ” (lirgfn could not safely confess the truth, and 
therefore told'a iidsehood, in the Iioj^h; of escaping from the 
consequences of hh own guilt. “ When we an-ived at Arniiin,” 
said he, “ wo cutfW.jd a large forest, ami entting down the trees, 
set them on fire. AVc then atta<;kcd the wild hoars, wdiieh were 
found in vast numhers ; and as soon as they wore all destroyed, 
Ifjft the place on our l eturii. Hporting all the way, w'c fell in 
with an elk, of a most beautiful and w'oiideifnl form. It was 
like the Siini'irgli; it had hoofs of steel, and the iicad and eai’s 
and tail of a horse. It was strong as a lion and fleet as the 
wind, and came fiercely hel'orc us, yet seemed to be a thing of 
air. Byzun threw liis kamund over him ; and wlieji entangled 
in the noose, the animal became furious and sj)ruiig away, 
dragging B 3 'zun after him. Ih-esontly the prospect was enve- 
lopcd«in smoke, tlie earth looked like tin; ocean, and Byvin and' 
the phantora-clk disappeared. 1 w'auder(sl about in search of 
my companion, but found him not: his Jiorsc only rwnained. 
My heart was I'eiit with anguish, for it seemed to me that the 
farroffe elk must have been the White Demon.” But (liw was 
not to be deceived by this fabricated talc ; on the contrary, ho 
felt convinced that treachery had been at work, and in liis rage 
seized Girgin by the board, dragged him to and fro, and inflicted 
on him tw'o Mndred strokes with a scourge. The unhappy 
wretch, from the wounds he had received, fell senseless on the 

P 2 
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gi’ound. Oiw then liusrened to Kai-khosrilu to inform him of 
his misfortune ,* and though the first resolve W'as to put the 
traitor to death, the king was contented to load him with 
chains and cast him into prison. The* astrologers being now 
consulted,^])rouounced that Byzim was still living, and (Itw was 
consoled and clicered by the promptitude with which the king 
dispatched troops in every (luarter in search of his son. 

“ Tio longer, wfirridi* bold, 

Thou bh-.Ut soon ihy sou behold. 

Ii] this Oup, this rniiror ln'ii^Jit, 

All 1 hat’s dark is brouirhl (c) lij-ld ; 

All above luid under iiround, 

All Lind's lost is (|iiickly found.’’ 

Thus spake the rnoiiarch, and ludd up 
IVfore his view tliai wondrous Cu}) 

Which first to Jeinshid's eye revealed 
All tiiat was in the world concealed. 

And first before him lay expo^e(l 
AI! that the se\cii climes enclosed. 

Whether in ocean or amid 

The stars the secret things wore hid, 

Wlielhei’ in rock or cavern iihiccil. 

In that brit^hl. (.hip were clearly tjaeed. 

And now his eye. Kavugsar surveys, 

Th(‘ (.hip the firovinee wide displays. 

Ib* sei's witliin that dismal ea^e 
Tlyziin the fjoo<l, the hold, the brave ; 

And sitting on that dcmon-stoiie 
Lovely Maidjeh sad and kmc. 

And now he smiles and look:- m Giw, 

And cries : “ l\ly ]irophecy was true. 

Tliy lly/.un lives ; no longer grieve, 

3 SCI! him there, my wa»rds believe ; 

And tlioiigh b(»iin(| fast in fcltei-s, he 
Shall soon regain his liberty," 


Kai-khosi'ilu, thiuking the services of Rustem requisite on 
this occasion, dispatched Giw with an invitation to him, ex¬ 
plaining the circumstance of Byzuu’s csipture. Rustent “hatl 
made up his mind to continue in peace and tranquillity at his 
Zdhnl principality, and not to be withdrawn again from its 
comforts by any emergency ; hnt the reported situation of his 
near relative jilteml his purpose, and he hesitakd not to give 
his best aid to restore him to freedom. Giw ^ejoiced at this, 
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and both repaired without delay to tlio royal residence, where 
IChosrAu gratified the champion with the most cordial welcome, 
placing him on a throne before him. The king asked him what 
force ho wonld re(]nirej and he replied that he did not require 
any army ; he pi’cterred going in disguise as a mcrcjliant. Ac¬ 
cordingly the necessary materials were prepared ; a,, thousand 


Ctamels were Laden with jewels and lirocades, and other mer¬ 
chandise, and a thousand warriors were habifed like camel- 
drivers. (Jirgiu had prayed to he released from his bonds, and 
by the intercession of llustem was allowed to be of the jiarty ; 
but his children were kept in prison as Iiostages and security 
for his honourable conduct. When tlio chamjiion, iv'ith his 
kafila, arrived within the territory of the enemy, and approached 
the spot whore Byziin was imprisoned, a loud clamour arose 
that a caravan of merchandise had come from Jran,siu!h as was 
never seen before. The tidings having reached the car of 
Manijeh, she went immediately to Kiistem, and imiuired 
whether the imprisonment of Byzuii was yet known at the 
J’ersian court ? llustem rejdicd iu auger ; “ I am a merchant 
employed in traflic., what can 1 know of such things? (lo 
away, 1 have no acqiiaiutauc-e Avitli either the king or his 
warrior’s.” This answer overwhelmed i\lanijeli with 
poiiitment and grief, aud she wept hitterly. Her tears began 
to soften the heart of Rustem, and he said to her in a soothing 
voice :—“ I am not an inhabitant of the city in which the 
coui’t is held, and on that acconnt I kmav nothing of these 
matters ; hut tell mo the cause of thy grief.” Manijeh siglied 
deepfy, and endeavoured to avoid giving him any reply^ which 
increased the curiosity of the champiofi ; but slie at length 
complied. She told him who she was, tlie daiigbhu^of Afra- 
giyAi, the story of her love, and the luisfortimos of Hyzun, and 
pointed out to hiifi the pit in which he was imprisoned and 
bound down with heavy chains. 



“ For the sake of him has been my fall 
• From royal state, aud bower, and hall, 
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And hence this pale and hngffard face, 
TliiH sufTrmi hue thy eye may trace, 
Wli(U‘c bud of rose was wont to bloom, 
lint withen'd now and f^one ; 

And 1 must sit in sorrow’s |:^loom 
Uiisiiocoured and alone.” 


Rustem* asked with (bep interest if any food could be con¬ 
veyed to liirn, and she said that she had been aecustoraed to 
snpjdy him with bread and water thronj^li a fissure in the huge 
stone wliicli covered the mouth of the pit. Upon receiving 
this welcome ijiformatioii, Rustem lu’oiight a roasted fowl, and 
inclosing in it his own seal-ring, gave it to Manijeh to take to 
liyziin. The poor cajjtivo, on reeeiving it, inquired by whom 
such a blessing could have been sent, and when she informed 
liiin that it had been given to her by the chief of a caravan 
from Iran, who had manifested great anxiety about him, his 
smiles spoke the joyous feelings of his heart, for the name of 
Rustem was cngTaved on the ring. Manijeh was surprised to 
sec him smile, eonsideriug his melancholy situation, and could 


not imagine the cause. “ If thou Avilt kec]) my secret,” said 
lie, “ I will tell the cause.” “ What! ” she replied, “ haAX J 
not devoted my heart and soul to thee ?—have I not sacrificed 
everything for thy love, iuid is my fidelity now to bo suspected ? 


“ (’.an 1 he f!iiliik's.s, tlieii, o tlice, 

'I'lie ehoico of tliis loiul licart ot mine ; 
Why sought 1 bonUs, wlieii 1 was free, 
JiiU lo lie thine—for ever thine 1 " 


“TioK), true! then hoar me:—Ihe chief of the caravan is 
Rustem, who has undoubli'diy come to release me from this 
dreadful^iit. Oo to him, and concert Avith him the manner iu 
which my deliveraueo maybe soonest efiecied.” Manijq|ijAC- 
cordingly went and communicated Avith tht champiou ; and it 
was agreed between them that she should light a largo fire to 
guide him on his Avay. lie Avas pi-ompt as Avell as valiant, and 
repaired in the middle of the folloAving night, accompanied by 
seven of his Avarriors, directed by the blaze, to the* place where 
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Byzutl l^as confined. The neighbourhood waa inlcstcd by 
demons with long nails, and long hair on their bodies like the 
hair of a goat, and horny feet, and with heads like dogs, and 
the chief of them was the son of Akwiin Diw. The father 
having been slain by Rustem, the sou nourished the hope of 
revenge, and pcipetually longed foi’ an opporLiinity df meeting 
him in battle. Well knowing that tlic ohamj)iou was engaged 
in the enterprize to liberate liyzua, he commanded his demons 
to give him intelligence of his approach, ills height was 
tremendous, his fa(!e was black, his mouth yawned like a 
cavern, his eyes were fountaius of blood, his teeth like those 
of a wild boar, and the hair on his body like needles. The 
monster advanced, and reproaching Itiistem disdainfully for 
liaviug slain Akwan Diw, and many other warrioi's in the 
Turanian interest, pulled np a tree by the roots and chalUmged 
him to combat. '^Die struggle began, hut the Demon frecpientl}’’ 
escaped the fury of the cham])ion by vanishing into aii’. At 
Icjigth Rustem struck a fortunate blow, which cut the body of 
his towering adversary in two. ITis ])ath being now free from 
intciTiipLion, he sped onward, and presently beheld the pro¬ 
digious demon-stone which covered the mouth of the pit, in 
which Byzuu was imprisoned. 

And praying to the Almighty to 

Strength through his limbs, ho ]‘aisi‘d it up, and iluiig 

The ponderous mass of rook upon the ])lain, 

Whit'h shiuhicrcd to receive that magic load I 

The moutli of the caveru being thus c.xj)osed, Rustem*applied 
hunself to the c.vtrieation of Byzuu from his miserahjp condi¬ 
tion, and letting down his kaimnid, he had soon the ])le{isure of 
fcfW4hg up the unfortunate captive, whom he embraced with 
gi'eat affection; and instantly stripped off the chains with 
which he whs bound. After mutual cougrutn]ati(m8 had been 
exchanged, Rustem proposed that Byzuu and Manljeh should 
go immediately to Irdn, whilst he and his companions in arms 
attached the palace of Afrasiyilb; but though wasted as he was 
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by long suffering, Byzun could not on any consideration consent 
to avoid the perils of the intended assault, and dcteriniued, at 
all hazards, to accompany his deliverer. 

f 

“ Full well I know thy sniicr-humaii power 
Ne<;(ls no assistance from an arm like mine ; 

JSut {grateful as I am for this j^rcat service, 

I cannot leave thee now, and shrink from ])eril, 

Thai w7)uld he baseiu\sH which I could not l>ear/* 

It was on the same night that Rustem and Byzuii, and seven 
of his warriors, proeeetlcd against tliat part of the palaee iii 
which the tyrant slept. He first put to death the watchman, 
and also killed a great number of the guard, and a loud \'oico 
presently resounded in the chamber of the king:—“Awake 
from thy shimlicrs, Afi’iLsiyah, Byziin has been freed from liis 
chains.” Rustem now entered the royal i)alacc, and openly 
declaring his name, exclaimed :—“ 1 am come, Afnisiyab, to 
destroy tliee, and Byzuii is also hci'(> to do thee service for tliy 
cruelty to him.” The death-note awoke the trembling Afra- 
siyal), and he rose up, and fled in dismay. Rustem and his 
companions rushed into the inner apartments, and captured ail 
the blooming damsels of the shubistau, and all the jewels and 
golden ornaments which fell in their way. The moon-faced 
beauties were sent to Zabul; but the jewels and other valuable 
property were reserved for the king. 

In the morning AfrisiyUb hastily collected together his troops 
and marched against Rustem, who, with Byzun and his thousand 
warrior^ met him on the plain prepared for battle. The cham¬ 
pion d)alleuged any one who would come forward to single 
combat ^ hut though trequeiitly rejieated, no attention was paid 
to the call. At length Rustem Sivid to Afhisi^’ab :—“Art thou 
not ashamed to avoid a contest with so inferior a force, £,J.Kin- 
dred thousand against one thousand ? "We two, and our armies, 
have often met, and dost thou now shrink from the fight ? ” 
The reproach had its effect, 

For the tyrant at once, and his heroes, began 
Their attack like the demons of MisinddA*). 
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But the valour and the bravery of Eustem wore so eminently 
shewn, tliat he overthrew thousands of the onomy. 

In the tempest of battle, diadainin^ all fear, 

With hifi kamuiuf, and khanjer, hia "arz, and siiamyidr. 

TIow he bound, stabbed, and crushed, and dissevered the foe, 

So mighty his arm, and so fatal his blow * 

And so drcudlul was the caruage, tliafc AlVSlsiyah, unal)!(i to 
resist his victorious career, was coiupollcd to seek safety iu 
flight. 

The field was red with blooil, the Tartar lianiiers 
Cast on llic ground, and when, with grief, he saw 
The face of Kortuno turned, Iiis folif>rts shiin, 

He hurried back, and sought 'ri'iiaii again. 


Rustem having obtained anotluT trinmpli, returned to Iran 
with the spoils of his conquest, and was again hoiKaired witli 
the smiles and rewards of Ids sovereign. jVlanijeli was not for¬ 
gotten ; she, too, received a pi-eseiit wortliy of the virtue and 
fidelity she had displayed, and of the magnanimity of her spirit; 
• and the hap[)y eouelusioii of the eiitoiqwiso was celebrated with 
festivity and rejoicing. 


CAKZfl, AND HIS CONFLICT with RU§TEM. 

Afntsiyab after his defeat pursued lifs way in despaii’ huvavds 
Chin and Jhi-chin, and on the road happened to I’afl in with a 
ila(«Il'of huge and terrific .stature. Amazed at the sight of so 


* This is a favounte passage in the origin:t]. My old Miinshi used to bo 
delighted with it, thinking the description and effects of cacli weapon so truly 
admirable; the entangling of the noose, the .stabbing of the dagger, the crush¬ 
ing of the mace, and the cutting of the sword being brought together within 
small a compass. 
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extraordinary a being, he asked him wlio and what he was.” 
“ I am a villager,” replied the stranger, “And thy father V ” 
—“ I do not know my father. My mother has never mentioned 
his name, and my birth is wrapped in mystery.” AfrdsiytLb 
then addressed liim as follows :—“ It is my misfortnne to have 
a bitter and im iiiciblc enemy, who has plunged me into the 
greatest distress. , If he could be subdued, there would be no 
impediment to my conquest of Iran ; and I feel assured that 
thou, apparently endued with such prodigious strength, hast 
the poAVor to master him. Jlis name is Rustem.” “ What ! ” 
rejoined Jhuv.ii, “ is all this concern and afliiotion about one 
man—about one man only ? ”• “ Yes,” answered Afrasiyjtb ; 
“but that one mau is equal to a bundred strong men. Upon 
linn neither sivord, nor mace, nor javelin has any eflfect. In 
battle he is like a mountain of steel.” At this Barzi'i exclaimed 
in gamesome mood :—“ A mountain of steel!—I can reduce to 
dust a hundred mountains of steel!—What is a mountain of 
steel to me ! ” Afrilsiviib rejoiced to find such confidence in 
the stranger, and instantly promised him his own daughter in 
marriage, and the monarchy of ('bin and ^la-chin, if he suc¬ 
ceeded in destroying Rustem. Barzii re])lied : 

'* Thou art but .a coward slave, 

'I’liiis a slraii.e:er’s aid to crave. 

And thy soliliers, what arc tlioy ? 

J Ii'artless on the batl lo-day. 

Tliou, the prince of such a liost I 
What, alas 1 liast thou to boast ? 

Art thou uot ashamed (o wear 
'J'he regal croAvn that glitters there ? 

And dost tlion not disgrace the tlirono 
Thus to be :v.vc(l. ami cruslied by one ; 

I'y one, whate’er liis name or nii^lit, 

Thus to bo put to shameful tliglit 1 ’’ 

a,.' 

Afriisiyslb felt keenly the reproaches which he heard ; but, 
nevertheless, solicited the assistance of Barzi'i, avIio declared 
that he would soon overpoAver Rustem, and idace the empire of 
Irdu under the dominion of tlic Tartar king. Ho would, ho 
said, overflow the land of Persia with blood, and tak^’possession 
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of the tlirone! The despot was intoxicated with delight, and 
expecting his most sanguine wishes would bo ivalised, made him 
the costliest presents, consisting of gold and jewels, and horses, 
and elephants, so that the besotted stranger thought himself 
the greatest personage in all the world, lint liis mother, when 
she heard these things, imjdorcd him to bo cautious*:— 

“ My Mm, tliose j»roscnts, thouf^li so rich jifiM uirc, 

Will bo thy \viiu]in^-slio(^t; beware, beware I 
They’ll drive to madness thy ]M«)r ^dddy ))raiii, 

And thou will never he restored a^^ain. 

Never ; for wort thou brav 'st. of the brave, 

They only lead to an untimely j^ravc. 

TJicn p:ive them back, nor such a doom provtike, 

Jleware of Uiisicni’s liost-destroyinsr sf roke* 

Jfas ho nol (*ont|U('rod demons I—:md, alone, 

Afrasi^ilb’s be.'.! Avarriors overtlirovvji 1 

And eanst thou equal tlunn ? —Alas 1 the day 

That thy sweet life should thus be tliruwn away.” 


Barzti, however, was ton much dazzled by the presemts lie hod 
recciyed, and too vain of his own jiersonal strength to attend to 
his mother’s advice. “ Certainly,” said he, “ the disposal of 
•onr lives is in the hands of the Almighty, and as certain it is 
that my strength is superior to that of Rustem. Would it nof' 
then be cowardly to decline tlie contest with him ? ” The 
mother still continued to dissuade him from the enterprise, and 
assured him that Rustem was above all uiaiikiiid distinguished 
for the art, and skill, and dexterity with which he attacked his 
enemy, tyid clefenclod himself; and that there was 7io chance of 
his Jjeing overcome by a man entirely ignorant of the sctcupc 
of fighting; hut Barzu remained uiiniovcd : yet h^ttoldtho 
king what his mother had said ; and Afi-ilsiyah, in conscqiiemio, 
deemed it proper to appoint two cidelirated masters to instruct 
the use of the how, the sword, and the javelin, and also 
in OTestling and Ihrowing the noose. Every day, clothed in 
armour, hp tried his skill and strength with the warriore, and 
after ten days he was sufficiently accomplished to overthrow 
eighteen of them at one time. Proud of the progress he had 
in^c, he toW the king that he would seize and bind eighteen 
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of his stoutest and most cxiierienced teachers, and bring them 
before him, if he wished, wlicu all the assembly exclaimed:— 
“ No doubt he is fully equal to the task ; 

c 

Jle (Iocs not seem of human birth, but wears 
The aspect of the Evil One ; and looks 
ijike Albert mountain, clad in folds of mail; 

Uiiwcari('(l in tlie tij<hi h(^ conquers alL” 


Afrjlsiyah’s satisfa(;Lion was increased hy this testimony to 
the merit of llarzh, and lie heaped upon him further tokens of 
his good-will and miiiiilicciice. The Aaiii, newly-made W'an’ior 
was all exultation and delight, and said impatiently : 


‘‘ Delays are ever danf^orons—let us meet 
The foe beliines, tliis llustein and the king, 
Kai-kliosniu. If we Iingfu* in a cfiuse 
DemaTuling instant aclion, prompt ai)[jliance, 

And rapid cxeeutioii, we ari^ lost. 

Advaiu‘(‘, and I will soon lop off the litvids 
Of lliis belauded elianqaon and his kin^. 

And cast thorn, wilh the Persian crown and throne 
/Trophies of glory, at tliy royal feet : 

So that Tuviiii alone shall rule (he world/’ 


Speedily ten thousand expei-ieuced hovsemeu were selected 
and placed under the coniiimnd of Barzii; and Human and 
Barman were appointed to accompany Jiiiii; Afnlsij’-ab himself 
intending to follow with the i’e.ser\'e. 

When the intelligence of this now expedition reached the 
court of Kai-khosnin, he was astonished, and could not conceive 
how, after so signal a defeat iiiul overthrow, Afr:i.siyab had the 
means of collecting another army, and boldly invading his 
kingdom. To oppose this invasion, however, he; ordered Tiis 
and Friburz, witli twelve tbonsaiid horsemen, and m^ndipd 
after them himself with a large army. As soon as Tus fell’in 
with the enemy the battle commciiced, and liusted, with great 
carnage, a whole day and night, and in the cud Barzu was 
victorious. The warriors of the Pei-sian force fled, and left Tiis 
and Frlburz alone on the field, where they were cncbuntcrcd by 
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the conqueror, fcaken prisonera, and bound, and plai-ed in the 
charge of Human. The tidings df the result of this conflicit 
were received with as much rejoicing by Airslsiyilb, as witli 
sorrow and consternation by Kai-kliosi'iin. And now tlie 
emergency, on the Persian side, demanded the assistance af 
Rustem, whose iudiguation Wius roused, and who determined on 
revenge for the insult that had been given. He took with him 
(aiistahem, the brother of Tils, and at midniglit thought he had 
come to the tent of Rarscii, but it proved to Ihj the pavilion of 
Afnlsiyab, who was seen seated un his throne, with Rarzii on 
his right hand, and Ptnin-Wisah on his left, and Tiis and 
Frtburz standing in chains before them. The king said to the 
captive warrioi's :—“To-morrow yon shall both be j)iit lo dpath 
in the manner J slew Saiawiish.” He then retired. l\reanwhile 
Rustem returned thanks to Ifeaven that his fi'iends wi're still 


alive, and requesting (histahem to follow cautiously, he waited 
awhile for a fit opportunity, till the watchman was off his 
guard, and then killing him, he and CJustahcm took up and 
.conveyed the two prisomu’s to a short distiince, where they 
knocked off their chains, and then conducted them back to 
Kai-khosrau. 


When Afrilsiyab arose from sleep, he found his warriora in 
close and earnest conversation, and wjis told that a chami)ion 
from Persia had come and killed the wat(;hmau, and carried 
off the prisonci-s. Pfriin exclaimed :—“ Then assuredly that 
champiofi is Rustem, and no other.” Afrasiyjlb wj’ithed with 
un^r and mortification at this intcilligencc, and soiiding for 
Barzii, dispatched his army to attack the enemy, and c^iallenge 
Rustem to single combat. Rustem was with the Pei’s hm troops, 
and,^nswering the summons, said :—“ Young man, if thou art 
calling for Rustem, behold I come in his place to lay thee pros¬ 
trate on the earth.” “ Ah ! ” rejoined Barzu, “ and why this 
thi'cat ? ‘It is true I am but of tender years, whilst thou art 
aged and experienced. But if thou art fire, I am water, and 
aWe to quench thy flames." Saying this he wielded his bow, 
and fixed tiie an’ow in its notch, and commenced the strife. 
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Itufitem also eiiRaj^ed Avith bow and aiTows ; and then they 
each had rccom-sc to tlicir rhaccs, Avhich from repeated strokes 
were soon l)ent as crooked as their bows, and they wore them¬ 
selves nearly exhausted. 'J’Jieir luixt eiicbimter was by wrest¬ 
ling, and dreadful were the Avrenches and grasps they I'cccived 
from cacJi other. J3aiz,u linding no ad\'anta.ge from this 
struggle, raised Ids niaee, a,Md struck liiisLein sucli a prodigious 
blow on the liead, that the ehainpion thought a Avholo mountain 
had fallen upon him. One arm Avas disalded, but though the 
Avound Avas desperate, llnstem had the address to conceal its 
effects, and llarzii Avonderod that he had made apparently so 
little impression mi his antagonist. “ 'riiou art,” said he, “ a 
surprizing wana'or, and seemingly invulnerahle. ITad T struck 
such a bloAV on a mountain, it would have been broken into a 
thousand fragments, and yet it makes no impression upon thee. 
Heaven forbid ! ” he continued to himself, “ that I should ever 
recciA’^e so bcAvildering a stroke upon my oAvn head! ” Jlustem 
having successfully concealed the anguish of his AA'ound, artfully 
observed that it Avould be better to finish the combat on the 


folloAving day, to Avhich Jiarzii readily agreed, and then they 
both parted. 

Barzii declared to Afri'isiyab that his extraordinary vigour 
and strength had been of no account, for both his antagonist 
and his horse appc'ared to bo comiiosed of materials as hard as 
Hint. Ev'cry bloAv Avas Avithout effect; and “ Heaven only 
knows,” added he, “ what may be the result of to-morroAv’s 
conflict.”,,. On the other hand llnstem shewed his lacerated irm 
to Khosraii, and said r‘‘l have escaped from him ; but Avho 
else is there noAV to inei't him, and finish the straggle ? Ferii- 
murz, my son, cannot fulfil my promise Avith Barzii, as he,^fllas 1 
is fighting in Hindustan. Let me, hoAvever, call him hither, 
and in the meauAvhile, on some pretext or other, delay the 
ongagemont.” The king, in great sorroAv and affliction, sanc¬ 
tioned his departure, and then said to his Avarriors :—“ I will 
fight this Barzti myself to-morrow;” but Giularz-would not 
consent to it, saying:—“ As long as Ave live, the king must not 
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be exposed to such hazard. Oiw aud Byziiu, and the other 
chiefs, must firat successively encounter the eiieiuy.” 

When Rustem reached liis tent, lie told his brother Ziiara to 
get ready a litter, thift he might pr(Jcood to Slstsln for the pur- 
jwsu of obtaining a rcmctly for his woimd from the Sinuirgh. 
Pain aud grief kcj)t him awake all night, and ho pfayed inces¬ 
santly to the Supreme Being. In the nioruing early, Ziiara 
brought him intelligence of the welcome aTri^'al of Penlmurz, 
which gladdened his heart ; and as the youth had undergone 
great fatigue on his long journey, Rustem requested him to 
repose awhile, aud he himself, fj’eed from anxiety, also sought 
I'clief in a sound sleep. 

A few hours afterwards both armies were again drawn up, 
and Barzii, like a mad ele])hant, full of conlidence and jiridc, 
rode forward to resume the combat; whilst lliistem gave in¬ 
structions to Ferilraurz how he was to act. lie attired him in 
his own armour, siqiplied him with his own w'eapons, and 
mounted him on Rakush, and told him to re])resent himself to 
jBarzu as the warrior who had engaged him the day before. 
Accordingly h'eramurz entered the middle space, clothed in 
his father’s mail, raised his bow, ready bent, and shot an 
arrow at Barzii, crying :—“ Behold thy adversary !—I am 
the man come to try thy strength again.—Advance 1 ” 'fo 
this Barzii replied ;—Why this hilarity, and great flow of 
Spirits ? Art thou reckless of ti'y life ? ” “ In the eyes of 

warriors,’# said Fenlmurz, “ the field of fight is the mansion of 
plcaeurc. After I yesterday parted from thee 1 d^^i^.nk wine 
with my comiianious, aud the impression of delight still 
I’cmaina on my heart. 


‘ Wine exhilarates the soul, 

Ma^es the eye with pleasure roll; 
Lightens up the darkest mien, 
Fills with joy the dullest scene; 
Hence it is I meet thee now 
With a smile upon my brow,” 


‘“"'■ziijhowevfer, thought that thp voice action ofhiaadvorsaiy 
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were not the same as he had heard and seen the preceding day, 
although there was no difference in the armour or tlie horse, and 
therefore he said :—“ Perhaps the cavalier whom I encountered 
yesterday is wounded or dead, that thou hast mounted his 
charger, and attired tliysclf in his mail.” “Indeed, rejoined 
Perilmur/, perhaps thou hast lost thy wits ; I am certainly the 
person who engaged thee yesterday, and almost extinguished 
tliee ; and with (lod’s favour thou shalt be a dead man to-day.” 

“ What is thy name ? ” “ My name is Rustem, descended from 
a race of warriors, and my pleasure consists in contending with 
the lions of battle, and shedding the blood of heroes.” Thus 
saying, Feramui'z rushed on his adversary, struck him several 
blows with liis battle-axe, and drawing his noose from the 
saddle-strap with the fjuickness of lightning, secured liis prize, 
lie might have put an end to his existence in a moment, but 
preferred taking him alive, and shewing him as a captive. 
Afnisiyiib seeing the perilous condition of Barzu, came up with 
his whole array to his inscue ; but Kai-khosriiu was ecjually on 
the alert, accompanied by Rustem, who advancing to the 
support of Ferilmurz, threw another noose round the neck of 
the already-captured Rarzii, to prevent the possibility of his 
escape. Both armies now engaged, and the Turanians made 
many desperate efforts to recover their gigantic leader, but all 
their manoeuvres were fmitiess. The struggle continued fiercely, 
and with great slaughter, till it was dark, and then ceased ; 
the two kings returning back to the respective positions they 
had taken up before the conflict took place. The Tiirsinians • 
were in the deepest grief for the loss of Barzii ; and Piriu-Wisah 
having rpcommeuded an immediate retreat across the Jihun, 
Afrjisiyilb followed his counsel, and precipitately quitted Persia 
with all his troops. ’--, 1 ' 

Kai-khosriu ordered a grand banquet on the occasion of the 
victory ; and when Barzu Avas brought before him, he com¬ 
manded his immediate execution ; but Rustem, seeing that he 
was very young, and thinking that he had not yet been 
corrupted and debased by the savage example of tli^ Tdriiniar 

not 
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requested that he might bo spared, and given to him to send 
into Ristiin ; aaul his request was promptly comjdied with. 

When the mother of Barzi'i, whose name was Hhah-rii, heard 
that her son was a prisoner, she wept bitterly, and luisteinid to 
Irj'iu, and from theuee to Sistaii. There happened to be in 
Rustem’s employ a singing-girl,* an old acquaintance of her’s, 
to whom she was mnoh attached, and to whom she made largo 
l)resents, calling her by the most endearing eja'thets, in order 
that she might be brought to serve her in the important 
matter she had in contemplation. Her object was soon ex¬ 
plained, and the preliminaricr at once adjusted, and by the 
hands of this singing-girl she seci'ctly sent some food to Rarzii, 
in which she concealed a ring, to ajiprise him of hiT being near 
him. On finding the ring, he asked who had siqiplied lilm 
with the food, and her answer was :—“ A woman recently 
arrived fi’om Ma-chin.” This was to him delightful intelligence, 
and he<coiild not helj) exclaiming, “That woman is iny mother, 
I am grateful for tliy services, but another time bring me, if 
thou canst, a large file, that T may be able to free myself from 
tliese chains.” The singing-girl promised her ixssistance ; and 
having told Shah-ni what her son required, com'cyed to 
-]jiin a file, and resolved to accompany him in his flight, 
^rzii then requested that three fleet horses might l)e proviuod 
kept ready under the walls, at a short distance ; and this 
being also done, in the night, be and his mother, and the 
singing-gij'l, eflected their escape, and pursued their course 
towards Tfiran. 

It so happened that Rustem was at this time in'progress 
between Iran and Sistiln, hunting for Ins own pleasurjj the elk 
or wild ass, and he accidentally fell in with the refugees, who 
:«idfeflln attenq)t to avoid him, but, unable to effect their 
purpose, thought proper to oppose him with all their might. 


* Theocritus introduces a Greek singing-girl in Idylliuni, xv. at tlio festival 
of Adonis. In the Arabian Niglits, the Kaliph is represented at his feasta 
surrounded by troo] s of the most beautiful females playing on various instru¬ 
ments. 



226 


THE SHXH NAMEH, 

and a sharp contest ensued. Both parties becoming fatigued, 
they rested awhile, when Rustem asked Barzd how he had ob¬ 
tained his liberty. “The Almighty freed me from the bondage 
I endured.”—“And who arc these two*women?”—“One of 
them,” rejdicd lliir/.ii, “is my mother, and that is a singing- 
girl of tliy own house.” Rustem went aside, and called for 
breakfast, and thinking in his own mind that it would be 
expedient to poison IJarzii, mixed up a deleterious substance in 
some food, and sent it to him to eat. lie wtis just going to take 
it, Avhen his mother cried, “ ]\Iy son, beware ! ” and he drew 
his hand from the dish. But Llie singing-girl did eat part of 
it, and died on the spot. Upon witnessing this appalling 
scene, Bar/ii spniiig forward with indignation, and reproached 
Rustem for his treachery iji the severest terras. 

“ Old man I hasi tlion mid warrior-chiefs a place, 

And dost thon practice that which brings disgrace? 

Hast ihou no fear of a degrade 1 name, 

No fear of lasting obloquy and shame? 

O, thou canst have no liopc in Cod, when thou 
StaiwVst thus defiled,—dishonoured, false, as now ; 

Unfair, perfidious, art thou too, in strife, 
lly any pretext Ihou woultfst take luy life 1 ” 

lie then in a menacing attitude exclaimed :—“ If thou art a 
man, rise ami fight! ” Rustem fe!t ashamed on being thus 
detected, and rose; up frowning in scorn. They met, brandish¬ 
ing their battle-axes, and looking as black as the clouds of 
night. They then dismounted to wrestle, and fastening^the 
bridles, ,fc<ich to his owm gii-dlc, furiously grasped each others’ 
loins and limbs, straining anu struggling for the mastery. 
Whilst they were thus engaged, their horses betrayed equal 
animosity, and attacked each other wMth great violv,.''"j. 
Rakush bit ami kicked Burzu’s steed so severely that he strove 
to gallop away, dragging his master, who was at the same time 
under the excruciating gripe of Rustem. “ 0, release me for 
a moment till J am disentangled from my horse,” exclaimed 
Barzd ; hut Rustem heeding him not, now pressed him down 
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beneath him, and was preparing to give him the finishing blow 
by cutting off his head, when the mother seeing tlio fatal 
moment approach, shrieked, and cried out, “ Foi’bear, llustem ! 
this youth is the sou of Sohnib, and thy own gi’andcliild ! 
Forbear, and bring not on thyself the devouring Jingnish which 
followed the death of his unhappy fatlicr. 


“Tlihik of SoliViU) I take 710L llio pn'cious lifo 
Of Hire and soji —imuatiiral is the strife ; 

Restrain, for mercy’s sake, that furious numd, 

And pause before thou shedil'st a kinsman's hlood,” 


“ Ah ! ” rejoined Rustem, “ can that be true ? ” ujion which 
Shah-rd showed him Sohral)’s brilliant finger-ring and he was 
satisfied. lie then pressed Ilarzii warmly and allb(;tionately to 
his breast, and kissed his head and eyes, and took liiin along 
with him to SLstiln, Avliorc he placed him in a stsil ion of hononr, 
and introduced him to his great grandfather Zal, who received 
and caressed him with becoming tenderness and regard. 


StrSEN THE SORCEfiESS, 



Soon ifftor Afrasiyab bad returned defeated into. Tiinin, 
gi’ietously lamenting the misfortune which had depnived him 
of the assistance of Rarzii, a woman* named Sibseii, deeply 
vereed in magic and sorciiry, came to him, and profnised by 
her. ijfttcnt art to put him in the way of destroying Rustem and 
his whole family. • 


“ Fighting disappointment brings, 

Sword and mace are useless things ; 

If thou would'st a conqueror be, 

Monarch I put thy trust in me ; 

Boon the mighty chief shall bleed,— 

Bpellfl and ebams will do the deed I ” 

Qa 
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Afriisiyab at first refused to avail liimself of her power, but 
was presently indiiecd, by a manifestation of her skill, to consent 
to what she jiroposod. She required that a distinguished 
warrioi- should bo sent along with her, furnished with abund¬ 
ance of treasure, honorary tokens and pi'escnts, so that none 
might be aware that she Avas employed on the occasion. 
Afi’i'isiyilb appointed PilsiVin, duly supplied Avith the requisites, 
and the Avairior and the sorceress set off on their journey, 
])Cople being stationed conveniently on the road to hasten the 
firet tidings of their success to the king. Their course was 
towards Kistfui, and arriving at a fort, they took possession of a 
commodious i-esidence, in Avhich they placed the wealth and 
jiroperty they had brought, and, establishing a house of enter¬ 
tainment, all tnivellcrs avIio passed that Avay Avere hospitably 
and sumptuously regaled by them. 

For sjiarkliiifj witic, and viands rare, 

And uicllow fruit, abounded tliere. 

It is recorded that liusteni had invited to a magnificent feast 
at his palace in Sistiin a Lirge company of the most celebrated 
heroes of the kingdom, and amongst them hapjiened to bo Tiis, 
Avhom the king had deputed to the champion on some important 
state alfairs. Giidarz Avas also present; and betAvecn him and 
'I’lis, ever hostile to each other, a dispute as usual took place. 
I’lie latter, always boasting of his ancestry, reviled the old 
AA'arrior and said, “ I am the son of Naiider, and the grandson 
of' FeriduH, Avhilst thou art but the son of KaA’ah, the bMck- 
smithwhy then dosL thou put thyself on a footing Avith 
me ? ” Oudarz, in reply, poured upon him reproaches equally 
irritating, accused him of ignorance and folly, and roused thg 
anger of the prince to such a degree that he drew his dagger 
to punish the ollcndcr, aa'Iicii RehiLm started up and prevented 
the intended bloodshed. This interposition iucreasc(r his rage, 
and in serious dudgeon he i*ctired from the banquet, and set ofl 
on his return to Inin. 

Rustem Avas not present at the time, but when lie heard 
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the ultci’cation and the result of it, he was very angry, saying 
that Giidarz was a relation of the family, and Tus his guest, 
and therefore wrong had been done, since a guest ought always 
to be protected. guest,” he said, “ought to be held as 
sacred iis the king, and it is the custom of Iieroes to treat a 
guest with the most scrupulous respect ami consideration. 

For a fullest is the kiiij' ul' the I'casl-.i* 


He then retpicstcd Gi’ularz to go aRer Tus, and by fair words 
and proper excuses bring him back to h is festiV'c board. Ac¬ 
cordingly (liidarz departed. Ho sooner bad lie gone than (liw 
rose up, and said, “ Tus is little better than a madman, and my 
father of a hasty tein])er ; f should therefore wish to follow, to 
prevent the [lossibility of further disagreement.” To Hiis 
Rustem consented. Rvzuii was now also anxious to go, and he 

if 11 7 

too got permission. AVheii all the three had departed, Rustem 
began to he a])prchcnsive that something uni)leasant would 
occur, and thought it prudent to send Feramuiv, to preseine 
^thc peace. Zal then came forward, and thiidcing that Tiis, the 
descendant of the Kais and his revered guest, might not bo 
easily prevailed upon to return either by (Ji'idarz, Giw, Ryzun, 
or Feramurz, resolved to go himself and soothe the tejiiper 
which had been so injudiciously and rudely ruffled at cho 
baiKiuct. 

When Tiis, ou his journey fron* Rustem’s palace, ajiproacbed 
the residiJuco of Siiscii the sorceress, he beheld numerous cooks 
and confectioners ou every side, ju'cparing all kinds of rich and 
rare dishes of food, and every species of sweetmeat; and empiir- 
ing to whom they belonged, bo was lold that the j)lace was 
occiipied by the wile of a merchant from Tiiran, who was 
^jfci^nely wealthy, and who entertained in the most sumptuous 
manner every traveller who passed that way. Hungry, and 
curious te sec Avhat was going on, Tiis dismoiiutcd,»aud leaving 
his horse with the attendants, entered the principal ai)artmeut, 
where he saw a &scinating female, and was transported with 
joy.—She was 
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Tall as the graceful cypress, and as bright, 

As ever struck a lover’s ravished sight; 

Why of her musky looks or ringlets tell ? - 

Each silky hair iiself contained a spell. 

Why of her face so beanlifully fair? 

Wojulering he saw the moon’s refwlgence there. 


Ab soon as In’s transports liaci subsided lie sat down before 
licr, and asked bpr wbo sbe was, and upon what adventure sbe 
was engaged ; and sbe answered that sbe was a singing-girl, 
that a wealthy merchant some time ago bad fallen in love witli 
and married her, and soon afterwards died ; tb.at Afnisiyab, the 
king, had simie wished to take her into his liarem, which 
alarmed her, and she had in consequence lied from his conntry; 
she wjis willing, however, she said, to become the hand-maid of 
KaWchusritii, he being a true king, and of a sweet and gentle 
temper. 


•• A persecuted damsel T, 

Thus the detested iyiaut fly, 

And hastening from impending woes, 
in happy Persia seek re|josc ; 

For long as cherished life remains, 

Pleasure must smile where Khosriui reigns. 
Tht‘ii<;e did I from my homo depart. 

To please and bless a Persian heart,” 


The deception worked clTcctnally on the mind of Tus, and he 
at once entered into the notion of escorting her to Kai-khosrau. 
But he was immediately supplied with charmed viands and 
goblets of inch wine, whi(!h he had nut the power to rcsist, till 
his senses forsook him, and then Pilsum appeared, and, binding 
liiln witlii cords, conveyed him safely and secretly into theMn- 
terior of the fort. In a short lime (indarz arrived, and he too 
was received and treated in the same manner. Then Glw and 
Byznn were seized and secured ; and alter them came Zal .i hjrt 
notwithstanding the enticements that were used, and the attme- 
tions that pjpscnted themselves, ho would neither enter the en¬ 
chanted apai’tment, nor taste the enchanted food or wine. 

'I'hc ^vitcliing cup was filled to the brim, 

But the magic draught had no charms for him , 
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A person whispered in his ear that the woman had alreaily 
wickedly got into her power several warriore, and he felt 
assured that they were his own friends. To be revenged for 
this treachery he rusted forward, and would liavc seized liold 
of the sorceress, but she lied into the fort and fastened tlie 
gate. He instantly scut a messenger to lliistem, cx^Jaining 
the perplexity in which he was involved, and, exerting all his 
strength, broke down the gate that had just been closed against 
him. As soon as the passage was opened, out rushed Ihlsain, 
who with his mace commenced a furious battle with Zal, in 
which he nearly ovcrpowci-ed him, avIiou f’erjimurz reached the 
spot, and telling the venerable old waivior to staml aside, took 
his place, and fought with Pllsam without intermission all day, 
and till they w'cre parted by the darkness of night. 

Early in the morning RusLeni, accompanied hy liarzii, amved 
from Siskin, and entering the fort, called aloud for IMlsam. Ho 
also sent Feriimurz to Kai-khosrau to inform him of wliat had 
occurred. Pilsain at length issued forth, and attacked the 
champion. I'hey first fouglit with hows and arrows, with 
Ravelins next, and then successively with maces, and swords, 
and daggers. T'hc contest lasted the whole day ; and when at 
night they parted, neither had gained the victory. The next 
morning immejise clouds of dust wore seen, and they vuve 
found to be occasioned by Afriisiyiib and his army marching to 
the spot. Rustem appointed Rarzi'i to proceed witli liis Ziibul 
troops agjiinst him, whilst lie himself encountered Pilsam. The 
strife between the two was dreadfid. Rustem struck him several 
times furiously upon the head, and at hmgth strc'kshettj^iim life¬ 
less on the sand. He then impelled RiTkush towards the '^Ihinl- 
nian army, and aided by Zal and Harzu, (iommitted tremendons 
among them. 

So thick the arrows fell, helmet, and mail, 

Anil shield, pierced through, hjoked like a iiohl of reeds. 


In the meantime Sdsen, the sorccKsss, escaped from the fort, and 
fled, to AfriilSiyiib. 
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Another cloud of dust spreudinf? from earth to heaven, was 
observed in the direction of Persia, and the waving banners 
becoming more distinct, presently showed the approach of the 
king, Kai-kliosrau. 

The st<'ely javelins sparkled in the Run, 

Helmet and shield, and joyous scnnied the si^ht. 

IJiimiei’R, all is, lloatiii.uf on the hr(*ezo. 

And liorhs shiill C( hoiiu^, and the ti'iunp of steeds, 
l'i'o<diiiiii(‘d to da// ed eye and liair-sttinned car, 

Tiic miglity preparation. 


The liostilo armies soon met, and tlicre was a sanguinary 
conflict, but the Turanians Avero obliged to give Avay. Ujion 
this common result, PirrLu Wtsah declared to Afriisiyiih that 
perseverance Avas as ridiculous as unprofitable. “ Our army luis 
no heart, nor confidence, Avhen opposed to llustem ; how often 
have Ave been defeated by him- liow ofteti ha\'c aa'c been scat¬ 
tered like sheep before that lion in battle! IVe liave just lost 
the aid of Uar/iU, and noAV is it not deplorable to put any trust 
in the dreams of a singiiig-girl, to accelerate on her account 
the ruin of the coimti'y, and to haziinl thy own personal 
safety. 

What I risk an empire on a woman’s wonl 1 ” 


Afrclsiyjib replied, “ So it is ; ” and instantly urged his horse 
into the middle of the plain, where he loudly challenged Kai- 
khosriiu to single combat, saying, “ Why should avc uselessly 
shjcd the blood of our warrioi’s aud i)eoplo. Let us ourselves 
decide the day. God Avill give tlio triumph to him Avho merits 
it.” Kai-khosniu Avas asiiamcd to refuse this challenge, and 
descending frcmi his elephant, mounted his horse aud prepai’cd 
for the onset. But his AvaiTioiw seized the bridle, and '■(■fu"' ’ 
not allow him U> fight. Ho declared, liowever, tliat he Avould 
himself take revenge for the blood of Sai;iwnsh, aud struggled 
to overcome the friends who Avcrc opposing his pi'ogress. “ Por- 


bear aAvliile,” said Rustem, “ Afrasiyiib is expert in all the arts 
of the warrior, lighting Avith the sword, the dagger,,, in archery. 
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and wrestling. When I \^h’cstled witli him, and held him do^Yn, 
he could not have escaped, excepting by the exei’ciBe of the most 
consummate dexterity. Allow thy Avarrioi’s to light for thee.” 
But the king was angjy, and said, “ 'I'lie monarch who docs not 
fight for himself, is ni\worthy of the crown.” lT[)on hearing 
this, Rustem wept tears of blood. Barzii now took hold of the 
king’s stiiTup, and knocked his forehead against it, and draw¬ 
ing his dagger, threatened to jait an end to himself, saying, 
“ My blood wdll be ii])on thy neck, if thou goest; ” ami he con- 
tiuned in a strain so eloquent and persuasive that Khosraii re¬ 
laxed in his determination, ai’d observed to Ilnstem : “ Thto’c 
can be no doubt that Barzi'i is descemhal from thee.” Bar/.ii 
now respectfully kissed the ground before the king, and vault¬ 
ing on his Siiddle with admirai)le agility, rushed onwards to'the 
middle space where Afrasiyab was waiting, and roared aloud. 
Afi'asiyab Irarned with indignation at the sight, and said in his 
heart: “It seems that 1 have nurtured and instructed this 
ingratc, to shed my own blood, d'hou wveteli of demon-birth, 
thou knowest not thy father’s name! and yet thou comest to 
Vage war against me! Art thou not ashamed to look upoji 
the king of d'uran after what he has done for thee ? ” Barzii 
replied : “Although thou didst protect me, thou spilt the blood 
of Saiawush and Aghriras unjustly. When I ate thy sajL, I 
served thee faithfully, and fought for thee. I now eat the salt 
of Kai-khosrau, and my allegiance is duo to him.” 


•lie spt)kc 5 ftinl raised liis battle-ax'c, and riislied, 
Swift as a dernttii ^fa/.inflera]l, 

Af^uust Afnisiyiil), wIkj, fruwiinij^% erietl :— 

“ Approach not like a furious 
Heedless what may befall tliee— Jior [u’ovokc 
The wrath of him whose certain aim is death." 
Then placed he on the striiii^ a jxiinted dart, 

Aral shot^t from the bow ; wbi/.y.inj^ it lluw, 

And pierced the armour of the wonderiiij,^ youth, 
Inflictinji;’ on his side a painful woutuI, 

*AVliich made his heart with trepidation throb ; 
High exultation marked the rlc&pot's brow, 
Seeing the gush of blood hLs loins dLstain. 


Bai'zu wib now anxious to iissuil Afi'usiyalj^with his mace, 
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instead of arrows ; but whenever he tried to get near enough, 
he was disappointed by the adroitness of his adversary, whom 
he could not reaeh. He was at last compelled to lay aside the 
battle-axe, and have recourse to his bowt, but every arrow was 
dexterously received by Afnlsiydb on his shield; and Barzii, on 
his part, became equally active and successful. Afrilsiyslb soon 
emptied his quiyer, and then he grasped his mace with the 
intention of extinguishing his antagonist at once, but at the 
moment Hiiraiin (same up, and said : “ 0, king ! do not bring 
thyself into jeopardy by coiitciiding against a lyeiiion of no 
aceount ; thy proi)cr advereary is Kai-khosrsiu, and not him, 
for if thou gaiuest the victory, it can only be a victory over a 
fatherless soldier, and if thou art killed, the whole of Ti'inln 


will be at the feet of Persia.” 


Both Piran and Hfnnan dis¬ 


suaded the king from continuing the engagement singly, and 
directed the Tfn’iiiiians to commence a general attack. Afra- 
siyilb told them that if Barzu was not slain, it would be a gi’ca,t 
misfortune to their country ; in consequence, they suiTounded 
him, and inflicted on him many severe wounds. But Rustem 
and Feriimurz, beholding the dilemma into Avhich Barzii was 
thrown, hastened to his support, and many of the enemy were 
killed by them, and great carnage followed by the advance of 
the Persian army. 


'I’lie noise of clashing swords, and ponderous maces 
liingiiig upon the iron mail, seemed like 
'i’lu! l)usy work-shop of an armourer ; 

Tumultuous as the sea the field appeared, 

'All crimsoned with the blood of heroes slain. 


Kai-khosraii himself hurried to the assistance of Barzii, and 
the powerful force which ho brought along with him socrii’jft*' 
the Tiiraniaus to flight. Afriisiyab too made his escape in the 
confusion that prevailed. The king wished to pursue tjie enemy, 
but Rustem observed that their defeat and dispersion was 
enough. The battle having ceased, and the army being in the 
neighbourhood of Sisttin, the champion solicited permission to 
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return to his home ; “ for I am now,” said he, “ four hundred 
years old, and require a little rest. In the meantime Feniimirx 
and Barzd may take my place.” The kinj? consented, and dis¬ 
tributing his favours,to each of his distinguished warriors for 
their prodigious exertions, left ZAl and llnstem to proceed to 
Sistdn, and returned to the capital of his kingdom. 


The Expe])Ition or GUDARZ aoain.st 

AFEASlYAIi. 


The overthrow of the sovereign of Tiiniii liad only ii 
temporary effect, as it was not long before he was (Muibled to 
collect further supplies, and another anny for tint tiel'enco of 
Jiis kingdom; and Kai-kh(jsra,u’8 ambition to reduce the 
power of his rival being animated by new hopes of siuicess, 
another expedition was entrusted to the commaiifl of (judarz, 
Rustem, he said, had done his duty in i-cfieatcd campaigns 
against AfiVisiyab, and the extraordinary gallantry and wisdom 
with which they were conducted, entitled him to tlie highest 


applause, 
enemy.” • 


“It is now, Giidarz, thy tiini to vainpiisli the 
Accordingly fliidar/, accompanied by Giw, and Tiis 


and»Byzun, and an immense army, proceeded towards Tiiri'tji. 
Feraraurz was directed previously to invade and coiki lievdlindiis- 


tan, and from tbcncc to march to the borders of (Miiq and Ma- 
chli^for tlic purpose of uniting and co-o))erating with llio army 
■fhillcr Giidarz, and, finally, to capture Afriisiyab. 

As soon as it was known in Tunln that Giidarz was in 


motion to resume hostilities against the king, Unman was 
appointed with a large force to resist his progress, and a second 
army of reserve was gathered together under the command of 
Pirdn. Tlift first conflict which occurred waa between the 
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troops of Giidarz and Giidarz directed Byzun to 

attack Huniiin. The two chiefs joined in battle, when Human 
fell under the sword of his adversary, and his army, beinj? 
defeated, retired, and united in the rear with the legions of 
Piriin. The enemy thus became of formidable strength, and 
in consequence it was thought proper to communicate the 
inequality to Kai-khosniu, tliat reinforcements might be sent 
without loss of time. The king immediately complied, ajul 
also wrote to Sistau to recjuest the aid of llustcm. The war 
lasted two years, the army on each side being continually 
recruited as ne(;essity recpiired, so that the numbers were 
regularly kept up, till a great battle took place, in which 
the venerable I’iran Wiis killed, and nearly the whole of his 
army destroyed. This victory wius obtained without the assist¬ 
ance of Rustem, who, notwithstanding the message of the 
king, had still remained in >Si8tan. The loss of Piran, the 
counsellor and wai-rior, proved to bo a great alllictiou to Afra- 
siyi'ib : he felt ius if his whole support was taken away, and 
deemed it the signal of ajiproacbing ruin to his cause. 


“ 'I'lioii wert m 3 ' refiifjc, thou my friend and brother; 
Aviso in thy counsel, gallant in the field, 

My monitor and K\iidc—and thou ai't ffoiie 1 
The ftlory of my kiii-'dom is ' clipsed. 

Since lliou Inist vaiiislicil from this world, and left mo 
All wretched lo myself. Ihit food, nor slecj) 

Nm- i-cst will 1 indulge in, till just vengeance 
Has been inllictal on the cruel foe.” 


y» 

When the news of Piran’s death reached Kai-khosriu, he 
rapidly niarched forward, crossed the Jilnin without delay, and 
passed through Samcrkaiid and Bokhara, to ciieountc]’ the 
Turiinians. Afnisiyab, in the meantime, hat^ not been negleci,- 
ful. He had all his hidden timsure dug up, with which he 
assembled a prodigious army, and appointed lus sou xShydah- 
Poshaug to the command of a Imndred thousand horsemen. 
To oppose this force, Khosrjiu appointed his young relative, 
Lolmnlsp, with eight thousand horsemen, and passing through 
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Sistiin, desired Rustem, on account of Tiohuvilsp’s tender ajje 
and inexperience, to afford him such good counsel as he 
required. When Afnisiyiib lieard this, lie added to the force of 
Shydah another hnndi^jd thousand men, hut first sent his sou 
to Kai-khosnln in the character of an ambassador to offer terms 
of peace. “Tell him,” said he, “that to secure this objeset, I 
will deliver to him one of my sons as a hostage, and a numlior 
of troops for his service, wdth the sacred promise never to 
depart from my engagements again.—But, a word in thy car, 
Shydah ; if Khosrau is not disposed to accept these terms, say, 
to prevent unnccessaiy bloods’-cd, he and I must jiersonally 
decide the day by single combat. If he refuses to fight with 
me, say that thou wilt meet him ; and shonldst thou bo slain in 
the strife, I wdll surrender to him the kingdom of 'J’uriin, 
and retire myself from the world.” lie further coniinandcd 
him to propound these terms with a gallant and fearless 
bearing, and not to beti'ay the least apprehension. Shydah 
entered fully into the spirit of his fatbci“’s instructions, and 
declared that he would devote his life to the cause, that he 
At’ould boldly before the whole assembly dare Kai-khosriiu to 
battle; so that Afrilsiyab w'as delighted with the valorous 
disposition he displayed. 

Kai-khosrau smiled when he heard of wdiat Afnisiyab lu- 
tended, and viewed the jiroiiosal as a proof of his weakness. 
“ But never,” said he, “ will I consent to a peace till I have 
inflicted qp him the death which iSaijlwusli was made to suffer. 
Whqp Shydah anuved, and with proper (jcremony and resixict 
had delivered his message, Kai-khosnlu invited hiin'*(^ retire 
to his chamber and go to rest, and he wA>uld send an answer by 
one of his people. Shydah accordingly retired, and the king 
ji^''s(^ijtted to consult his warrior-friends on the offers that had 
been made. “ Afrasiydb tells me,” said he, “ that if I do not 
wish for peace, I must fight either him or his son. I have 
seen Shydah—his eyes are red and blood-shot, and he has a 
fierce eicprcssion of feature ; if I do not accept his terms, I 
shall proba]jly soon have a dagger lodged in my breast.” 
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Saying this, he ordered his mail to be got ready ; but Eustem 
and all the great men about him exclaimed, unanimously; 
“ This must not be allowed ; Afrilsiyilb is full of fraud, artifice, 
and sorcoi’y, and notoriously faithless to bis engagements. The 
sending of Sliydah is all a trick, and his letter of proposal 
^ all deceit: his object is simply to induce thee to fight him 
alouc. 

ff thou shoiildst kill this Sliydali—what of that I 
'riirro would be one 'rih'aiiian warrior less, 

To vex the world withal; would that be triumph ? 

And to H Persian kini^ ? Hut if it chanced, 

That thou should’st moot with an untimely death, 

Hy dart or javelin, at the stripling’s hands, 

What scathe and ruin would this realm befall 1 ” 

By the advice of Rustem, Kai-khosrau gave Shydali per¬ 
mission to depart, and said that he w'ould send his answer to 
Afnlsiyill) by Karun. “But,” observed the youth, “I have 
come to fight thee! ” •which touched the honour of the king, 
and he replied : “ Be it so, let us then meet to-morrow.” 

In the mean time Khosrsiu prepared his letter to Afr^iyab, in 
which he said; 

“ Our quarrel now is dark to view, 

It bears the fiercest, gloomiest hue ; 

And vain have speech and promise been 
To change for peace the battle scene; 

For Ihou art still to trcacheiy prone, 

Though gentle now in word and tone ; 

But tliat imperial crown thou wearest, 

That mace which thou in battle bcarest, 

' Thy kingdom, all, thou must resign ; 

Thy army too-|-Ior all are mine 1 

Thou talk’st of strength, and might, and power, 

When revelling in a prosperous hour; 

But know, that strength of nerve and limb 
We owe to God—it comes from Him I ^ 

And victory’s palm, and regal sway. 

Alike the will of Heaven obey. 

Hence thy lost throne, no longer thine, 

Will soon, perfidious king 1 be mine 1 ” 


In giving this letter to Ksfrun, Kai-khosriu directed him^^ngh 
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the first place, to deliver a message from him to Shydah, to the 
following effect: 

“ Driven art thou out from homo and life. 

Doomed tf) enj^apre in mortal Hinfo, 

1^'or deeply loui-s misfortune’s cloud ; 

Tiiat gay atlire will ho thy slnvuid ; 

Ulood from thy father’s eyes ^vill gush. 

As KAiIis wept for Saidwush," , 

In the moruing l\hosriiu went to the appointed place, and 
when he approached Shydah, the latter said, “ Thon-hast come 
on foot, let our trial be in wrostling ; ” and tlie proposal being 
agreed to, both applied themselves fiercely to the encounter, at 
a distance from the troops. 

The youth appearod with joyouH mien. 

And bounding heart, for Jife was now ; 

By either host the strife wiis seen, 

And strong and lieree the combat grew, 

Shydah exerted bis utmost might, but was unable to move 
his antagonist from tlie ground ; tvliilst KhosrtUi lifted him up 
without difficulty, and, dashing him on the pliiin, 

He sprang upon him as the lion fierce 
Springs on the nimble gor, then ipiickly drew 
His deadly dagger, and with cruel aim, 

Thrust the keen weapon through the stripling’s heart. 


Khosrsiy, immediately after slaying him, ordered the body to 
be washed with musk and rose-water, and, after buriajj a tomb 
to be raised to his memory. • 

When Kirun reached the court of Afrasiyab with the answer 
to the offer of peace, intelligence had previously arrived tluit 
Sltj--dat had fallen in the combat, which produced in the mind 
of the father the greatest anguish. He gave no reply to 
Kiirnn, but ordered the drums and trumpets to he sounded, 
and instantly marched with a large army against the enemy. 
The two hosts were soon engaged, the anger of the Tiiranians 
so much roused and sharpened by the death of the 
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prince, that they were utterly regai’dless of their lives. The 
battle, therefore, was fought with unusual fury. 

Two sovereigns in the field, in desperate strife, 

Each ))y a grievous ciiiise of wratii, urged on 
To glut revenge ; this, for a father’s life 
Wantonly sacrificed ; that for a son 
Slain in his prime.—The carnage has begun. 

And blood is seen to flow on every side ; 

Thonsands are slaughtered ere the day is done, 

And weltering swell the sanguin.ary tjidc; 

And why ? To soothe man’s hate, his cruelty, and pride, 

The battle terminated in the discomfiture and defeat of the 
Turfinians, who fled from the conquerors in the utmost con 
fusion. The people seized hold of the bridle of Afriisiydb’s 
hoi^c, and obliged him to follow his scattered array. 

Kai-khosrdu having dispatched an account of his victory to 
Ktliis, went in pureuit of Afrasiydb, traversing vsirions countries 
and provinces, till he arrived on the borders of Chin. The 
Khakiin, or sovereign of that state, became in consequence 
greatly alarmed, and presented to him large jn’esents to gain 
his favour, but the only object of Khosrau was to secure 
AfnUiyilb, and be told the ambassador that if his master dared 
to afford him protection, he would lay waste the whole kingdom. 
The Khaktln therefore withdrew his hospitable services, and 
the abandoned king was compelled to seek another place of 
refuge. 


The death op AFRASIYAB. 

Melancholy and afflicted, Afrilsiyab penetrated through w^od 
and desert, and entered the province of MikrAn, whither he 
w^as followed by Kai-khosrAu and his array. He then quitted 
Mikn&n, but his followers had fidlen off to a small number 
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and to whatever country or region he repaired for rest ami 
protection, none was given, lest the vengeance of Kai-khosniu 
sh juld be hiu’lod upon the offender. Still pumned and hunted 
like a wild beast, and* still flying from his enemies, the small 
retinue which i-emained with him at last left him, and he wjis 
left alone, dejected, destitute, and truly forlorn. In this state 
of desertion he retired into a cave, where he hdped to continue 
muliseovercd and unseen. 

It chanced, however, that a man named Iliim, of the race of 
Feridiin, dwelt hard by. lie was remarkable for his strength 
and bravery, but had pcacefnllj' taken up his abode upon the 
neighbouring mountain, and was passing a religious life with¬ 
out any communication with the busy world. TTis dwelling 
was a little way above the cave of Afrasiyah. One night he 
heard a voice of lamentation below, and anxious to ascertain 
from whom and whence it proceeded, he stole down to the spot 
and listened. The mourner spoke in the Turkish language, and 
said;—“0 king of Tiiran and Chin, where is now thy pomp 
and power ! How has Fortune cast away thy throne and thy 
treasure to the Aviuds ? ” Hearing these words Hiira con¬ 
jectured that this must be Afriisiysib; and as he had suffered 
severely from the tyranny of that monareh, his feelings f 
vengeance Avere aAvakened, and he ajAproached nearer to bo- 
certain that it aa'US he. 1’ho same lamentations Avere repeated, 
and he felt assured that it was Afr.'isiyub himself. lie AA'^aited 
patiently, however, till mormhig daAviied, and then he called 
out at the mouth of the cave:—“0, king of the wo rid !* 
come out of thy cave, and obtain thy dc^rcs ! I have loft the 
invisible sphere to accomplish thy Avishes.—Appear ! ” • Afni- 
siyiib tl^nking this a spiritual call, Avent out of the cave and 
AV!<* in'kantly recogtiizcd by Hum, Avho at the same moment 
struck him a severe bloAV on the forehead, Avhich felled him 
to the" earth, and then secured In's hands behind his biujk. 
"When the monarch found himself in fetters and powerless, 
he complained of the cruelty inflicted upon him, and asked 
Hum why he -had treated a' stranger in that manner. Hiim 
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replied:—“ Hw many a priiieu of the race of Feriddn hast 
thou sacrificed to thy ambition ? How many a heart hast thon 
broken ?—I, too, am one who was compelled to fly from lliy 
persecutions, and take refuge here on this desert mountain, and 
constantly have 1 prayed for tliy ruin that 1 might be released 
from this miserable mode of existence, and be permitted to 
return to my paternal home. My prayer has been heard at 
last, and God has delivered thee into my hands. But how 
oaraost thou hither, and by what strange vicissitudes art thou 
thus placed before mo ? ” AtVasiyi'ib commuuicated to him the 
stmy of his nusfortunes, and begged of him rather to put liim 
to death on the s]iot tliaii convey Iiim to Kai-khosrau. But 
Klim was too much delighted witli ha\ing the tyrant under 
his feet to consider cither his safety or his feelings, and was 
not long in bringing him to the Persian king. Kai-khosrau 
received the ])risoner with exultation, and made Hum a 
magnificent present, lie Avell recollected the basin and the 
dagger used in the murder of 8ai;'iwusl), and commanded the 
presence of the treacherous Gersiwaz, that he and Afriusiy^b 
might snficr, in every respect, the same late together. The 
basin was brought, and the two victims were put to death, like 
two goats, their heads being chf)pped off from their bodies. 

After this sanguinary catastrophe, Kai-lchosrau returned to 
Trdn, leaving Bustem to proceed to his own principality. Kai- 
kilus quitted his palace, according to his established custom, to 
welcome back the conqueror. Ho kissed his head and face, 
■and shqwered upon him praises and blessings for the valour ho 
had displayed, and the deeds he had done, and especially for 
having, so signally I’cvciiged the cruel murder of his father 
Saidwush 
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The death op KAI-KHOSRAU. 

Kai-khosruu at hist^bociimo inspired by an insurniountablo 
attaclimcnt to a religious life, and tliongbt only of devotion to 
God. Thus, influenced by a disposition pecnlinr to ascetics, lio 
abandoned the duties of sovereignty, and coinjnittcd all state 
affairs to tlic care of his ministers. Tlie chiefs and wan’iors 
remonstrated respectfully against this mode of government, 
and trusted that he would de^'oto only a few hours in the day 
to the transactions of the kii’gdoin, and the remainder to 
prayer and religious exercises ; but this lie refused, saying :— 
“ One heart is not equal to both duties ; my affections indeed 
are not for this transitory world, and 1 trust to be an inhabitaftt 
of the world to come.” I’hc nobh'S were in great sorrow at 
this declaration, and anxiously applied to Ziil and Itnstem, in 
the hopes of working some change in the king’s disposition. 
On their arrival the people cried to tlumi ;— 


“ Borne evil eye has smote the kiii^ ;—Ibiis 
By wicked wiles has Jed his soul astray, 

And withered all life’s pleasures. () release 
Our country from the sorrow, the dismay 
Wliich darkens every lieart:—liis ruiu stay. 

Is it not mournful thus to see him cold 

And gloomy, casting pomp and joy away I 

Eestoro him to himself ; let us beliold 

Again the victor-king, the generous, just aiid bold,” 


Zdl and feustom went to the palace of the king in a,, melan¬ 
choly mood, and Khosrau having heard of their .'ipptoach, 
enquired of them why they had left Sishih. They rcplkyl that 
the news of his having relinquished all ccncorn in the affairs of 


tlM^.kin^dom had induced tlicin lo wait iqnm him. “ I am 
weary of the troubles of this life,” said be composedly, “ and 
anxious to {prepare for a future state.” “ But death,” observed 
ZAl, “is a great evil. It is dreadful to die ! ” Upon this the 
king said ;—“ I cannot endure any longer the deceptions and 
^he perfidy of niankind. My love of heaven is so great that I 
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cannot exist one moment without devotion and prayer. Last 
night a mysterious voice whispered in my car :—The time of 
thy departure is nigh, proparo the load for thy journey, and 
neglect not thy warning angel, or the opportunity will be lost.” 
When Ziil and llustem saw that Kliosr:lu was resolved, and 
solemnly nconpicd in his devotions, they wei’e for some time 
silent. ]}ut Z:il was at length moved, and said ;—“ I will go 
into retirement and solitude with the king, and by continual 
prayer, and through his blessing, 1 too may be forgiven,” 
“ This, indeed,” said the king, “ is not the ])]ace for me. I 
must seek out a solitary ckjII, and there resign my soul to 
heaven.” Zal and Tlustem wept, and quitted the palace, and 
all the wari’iors Avere in the deepest affliction. 

The next day Kai-khosiViu left his apartment, and called to¬ 
gether his great men and warriors, and said to them :— 

“ T}iat wliich I sought for, I have now obtained. 

Nothing I’oraains of. worldly wish, or hoi^c, 

To disap})oint or vex juc. I resign 
The pageantry of kings, and turn away 
From all the pomp of the Kaianian throne, 

Sated with Iniman grandeur.—Now, farewell 1 
Such is iny destiny. To those brave friends, 

Who, ever faithful, have my power upheld, 

I will discharge the duty of a king, 

Paying the pleasing debt of gratitude.” 


He then ordered his tents to be pitched in the desert, and 
oixjncd his ti-easnry, and for seven days made a sumptuous 
■ feast, and distributed food and money among the indigent, the 
widows, and oiqdians, and every destitute person w’as abun¬ 
dantly supplied with the necessaries of life, so that there was 
no one left in a state of want throughout the empire. He also 
attended to the claims of his warriors. To Eustem' lie ;*uve 
Ziibul, and Kabul, and Nim-ruz. He appointed Ijohunisp, the 
Bon-in-law of Kai-Kaiis, successor to his throne, and directed 
all his people to pay the same allegiance to him as they had 
done to himself; and they unanimously consented, declaring 
their firm attachment to his person and government. He ap- 
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pointed Giidarz tlic chief minister, and Ohv to the chief com¬ 
mand of the armies. To Tiis lie p;ave Khorassdn ; and he said 
to Frvbnrz, the son of Kiiiis :—“lie thou obedient, I beseech 
thee, to the comniiiiids fif ijolnii'a'^ji, whom I liave inslrnetod, 
and brought up with jiatenial care ; for I know of no one so 
Avell qualified in the art of governing a kingdom.” 'I’he warriors 
of Inin W’cre surprised, and murmured together, that the son of 
Kai-kaiis should be thus placed under the authority of Lolm- 
riisp. ]5ut Zal oUserved to them :—“ If it be the king’s will, it 
is enough ! ” The murmurs of the warriors having readied 
Ivai-kliosrau, he sent for them, and addressed them thus :— 
“ Frilmrz is well known to be uneipial to the functions of 
sovereignty; but Ijohiinisp is enlightened, ami fully compicr 

bends all the duties of ivgal swav. lie is a deseeiidaiit of 

~ *■ 

ITusheng, Avise and merciful, and (lod is my witness, f think 
him pefectly calculated to make a nation hapjiy.” Hearing 
this eulogium on tbe character of the new king from Kai- 
khosran, all the warriom expressed their satisfaction, and 
anticipated a glorious reign. Xhosr:iu further si>id :—“ I must 
now address you on another subject. In my dreams a fountain 
has been pointed out to me ; and when I visit that fountain, 
my life Avill be resigned to its Creator.” He then bid lareweh 
to all the |)eople around him, and commenced his journey ; and 
when he had accomplished one stage he pitched his tent. Ne.vt 
(lay ho resumed his task, and took leave of Zdl and Rustem ; 
who wept bitterly as they parted from him. 

A 

“Alas 1” they said, “that orie on wliora 
Heaven has bcstowetl a mind so great, 

A heart so bravo, slnjuld seek the loinb, 

And not his hour in patience wait. 

The wise in wonder gaze, and say, 

No moHal being ever trod 
Before, the dim supernal way, 

• And living, saw the face of God I ” 


After Zsil and Rustem, then Khosrilu took leave of Gudarz 
and Giw and Tiis, and Gustahem, but unwilling to go back, 
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they continued with him. He soon arrived at the promised 
fountain, in which he bathed. He then said to his followers:— 
“Now is the time for onr separation;—you must go;” but 
they still reniiiinod. Again he said :—‘‘ You must go quickly; 
for ]jresontly heavy showers of snow will fall, and a tempestuous 
Avind Avill arise, and you Avill perish in the storm.” - Saying 
this, he went into the ibnntain, and vanished ! 

And not a tmoe was left beliind, 

And not a dimidc on the wave ; 

All Sought, l>ui fioii.irlii in vain, to find 
Tlie spot which pi ovcd Kai-khosiiiu’s grave I 


The king having disappeared in this extraordinary manner, 
a loud lamentation ascended from his folloivers ; and when the 
paroxysm of amazement and sorrow had ceased, Friburz said : 
—“ Let us now^ refi'csh ourselves ivitli food, and rest aivhile.” 
Accordingly those that remained ate a little, and were soon 
afterwards overcome with sleep. Suddenly a great wind arose, 
and the snow fell and clothed the earth in ivhite, and all the 
Avarriors and soldiers who accompanied Kai-khosrau to the 
mysterious fountain, and amongst them Tiis and Friburz, and 
Giav, Avere Avhilo asleep overAAhclmed in the drifts of siioav. Not 
a man survived. Gudarz had returned when about half-Avay on 
the road ; and not hearing for a long time any tidings of his 
companions, sent a person to ascertain the cause of their delay. 
Upon proceeding to the fatal place, the messenger, to his 
amazcnient and horror, found them all stiff and lifeless under 
the snoAv 1 


lohueAsp. 


The reputation of Lohurasp Avas of the highest order, and it 
ifiisaid that his administration of the affairs of his kingdom was 
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more just and paternal than even that of Kni-khosriln. “ The 
counsel which Kliosriiu gave me,” said ho, “was wise and 
admirable ; but I find that I must go beyond him in moderation 
and clemency to the yorr.” Lohunlsp liad four sons, two by 
the daughter of Kai-kilvis, one named Ardshir, and the other 
Shydasp ; and two hy another woman, and tlioy were named 
Gushtilsp and Zarir. But (Jnslitasp was intrepid, acute, and 
apparently marked out for sovereignty, and on ,‘wcount of his 
independent conduct, no favourite with his father ; in defiance 
of whom, with a rebellious spirit, he collected together a hundred 
thousand horsemen, and jwocei ded with them towards ITindn- 
stsin of Ids own accoid. Lohurasp sent after him Ids brother 
Z.'irtr, with a thousand liorsemen, in tlie hoiK‘s of infincncing 
him to feturii ; but when Zarir overtook him and endeavoufed 
to persuade him not to proceed any fiirthei", lie said to him, 
with an animated look :— 

“ Proceed no farOier I—Well ilimi know’st 
Wo’vo no Kaiaiiian blood to boast, 

And, thcreforo, but a minor part 
In Ijoliiii-Asp’s paternal heart. 

Nor thou, nor f, can ever own 
From him the diadem or throne. 

The brothers of KAi^s’s race 

lly birth command the brightest place, 

Then what remains for us i Wo must 
To othcT means our fortunes trust. 

We cannot liiifrcr licre, and bonr 
A life of discontent—despair.” 

Zarir, hBwever, reason oil witli liim so winninf^Iy and effectually, 
tliafclib last ho consented to return ; but only ujjon condi¬ 
tion that he should be nominated heir to the throne, and treated 
with becomiii}:*; respect and ceremony. Zai'ir tigjreed to hiterpose 
bis efforts to this end, and brought him buck to his father ; but 
i^was soon apparent that Lolim’usp had no inclination to pro¬ 
mote the elevation of Gushtdsp in preference to the claims of 
his other sons ; and indeed sliortly afterwards manifested to 
what quainter his detennination on this subject was direeted. It 
was indeed enough that his determination was unfavourable to 
the views of TJushtasp, who now, in disgust, fled from his fathers’ 
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house, but without any attendants, and shaped his course towards 
Biim. Lohurasp again sent Zarir in quest of him ; but the 
youth, after a tedious search, returned without success. Upon 
his arrival in Jliiui, Gushtasp chose a solitary retii'cment, where 
he remained some time, and was at length compelled by poverty 
and want, to ask for employment in the establishment of the 
sovereign of that conn try, stating that he was an accomplished 
scribe, and wu’ote a beautiful hand. He was told to wait a few 
days, as at that time there was no vacancy. Ibit hunger was 
pressing, and he could not suffer delay; he therefore went to 
the ma-ster of the camel-drivers and asked for service, but he 
too had no vacancy. However, commiserating the distressed 
condition of the applicant, he generously supplied him with a 
hearty meal. After that, Gushtsisp went into a blacksmith’s 
shop, and asked for work, and his services were accepted. The 
blacksmith put the hammer into his hands, and the first blow 
he struck was given with such force, that he broke the anvil 
to pieces. The blacksmith was amazed and angry, and indig¬ 
nantly turned him out of his shop, uttering upon him a thousand 
violent reproaches. 

W'oiimled in spirit, broken-hoartod, 

Misfortune darkening o’er his head. 

To other lands he then departed, 

To seek another home for bi-ead, 


Disconsolate and wretched, he proceeded on his journey, and 
observing a husbandman standing in a field of coim, he ap¬ 
proached^ the spot and sat down. The husbandman seeing a 
strong hnuscular youth, apparently a Turanian, sitting in 
sorrow and tears, went up to him and asked him the cause of 
his grief, and he soon became acquainted with all the circum¬ 
stances of the stranger’s life. Pitying his distress, he took hi*a 
home and gave him some food. 

After having partaken sufficiently of the refreshments placed 
before him, Gushtilsp inquired of his host to what tribe he 
belonged, and from whom he was descended. I am descended 
from Feridiin,” rejoined he, “ and I belong to the Kai^^ 
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tribe. My occupation in this retired spot is, as thou scest, the 
cultivation of the ground, and the customs and duties of 
husbandry.” Gushtiisp said, “ I am myself descended from 
Kiisheng, who was tlie«ancestor of Feridiin ; wc arc, thercforo, 
of the same origin.” Tn coiiswiiience of this conncclioti, Gush- 
tsLsp and the husbandman lived togother on the most friendly 
footing for a considerable time. At length ihe star of his 
fortune began to illumine his path, and the favour of Heaven 
became manifest. 

It was the custom of the king of lliim, wlicn liis danghtera 
came of age, to gi\'e a s])lendid l.mqiict, and to invite to it all the 
yontlis of illustrious birth in the kingdom, in order tlnit each 
might select one of them most suited to her taste, for her 
future husband. His dauglitcr Kitabiin was now of age, add 
in conformity with the established piiiotice, the feast was 
prepared, and the youths of royal descent invited ; but it so 
liappeued that not one of them was snfliciently attractive for 
her choice, and the day passed over unprofitably. She had 
been told in a dream that a youth of a certain figure and aspect 
had arrived in the kingdom from Iran, and that to him she 
was destined to be married. But there was not one at her 
father’s banquet who answered to the description of the man 
she had seen in her dream, and in consequence sIjc was dis¬ 
appointed. On the following day the fcjist was resumed. She 
had again dreamt of the youth to whom she was to be united. 
Hhe had pnesented to him a bunch of roses, and he had given 
her a»rose-brauch, and each regarded the other with smiles of 
mutual satisfaction. In the morning Kitabiin i&sinjrt*a pro¬ 
clamation, inviting all the young men of royal extraction, 
whcthiy natives of the kingdom or strangers, to her father’s 
fftist. On that day Gushtiisp and the husbandman had come 
into the city from the country, and hearing the proclamation 
the latter said : “ Let us go, for in this lottery the prize may be 
drawn in thy name.” They accordingly went. Kitabiin’s 
Jj^n dm aid was in waiting at the door, and kept every young 
l-jjQ ^^tanding awhile, that her mistress might mark him well 
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before she allowed him to pass into the banquet. The keen 
eyes of Kitabiiri soon saw Gushtflsp, and her heart instantly 
acknowledged him as licr promised lord, for he was the same 
])orson she had seen iji her dream. 

As iioar the graceful stripling drew, 

Slic criod My drcnni, rny dream is true I 
VotItiuc from visions of tho night 
Iliis brought him to niy longing sight. 

Truth has poiirtrayed his form <livine ; 
iici lives—he lives—and he is mine I ” 


She presently descended from her balcony, and gave him a 
Imuch of roses, the token by which her choice Avas made known, 
and then retired. The king, when he heard of what she had 
done, was exceedingly iiTitated, thinking that lier affections 
Averc placed on a beggar, or some nameless stranger of no birth 
or fortnne, and his first impulse Avas to have her put to death. 
But his pco])lc assembled around him, and said :—“ What can 
be the use of killing her ?—It is in A^ain to resist the flood of 
destiny, for Avliat Avill be, Avill be. 

llic world itself is governed still by Fate, 

Fate rules the warrior’s and the monarch’s state ; 

And woman’s hoarf, llu* pa'^sions of her soul, 

Own the same power, obey Ihe sjime contnil ; 

For wliat can love’s impetuous force restrain ? 
lUood may be shed, but what will Ijc thy gain? 


After this remonstrance he desired enquiries to be made into 
the character and parentage of his proposed son-in-law, and 
was told his name, the name of his father, and of his ancestors, 
and the causes which led to his present condition. But he 
would not believe a word of the narration. He was then in¬ 
formed of his daughter’s dream, and other particulars: aud he 
so far relented as to sanction the marriage ; but indignantly 
drove her from his house, with her husband, without a doAvry, 
or any money to supply themselves with food. 

Gnshtiisp and his wife took refuge in a miserable cell, which 
they inhabited, and when necessity pressed, ho used to oroB&i r.' 

m 
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river, and bring in an elk or wild ass from the forest, gave 
half of it to the ferryman for his trouble, and kept the ro* 
mainder for his own boanl, so that he and the ferryman 
beeame great friende by tlnise iimtual obligations. It is re¬ 
lated that a pei’son of distinction, named l\rabr(ii, solicited the 
king’s second daughter in niarriiige ; and Abnin, another man 
of rank, was anxious to be espoused to the tlfird, or youngest; 
but the king was unwilling to part with either of them, .and 
openly declared his sentiments to that effect. Mabrin, however, 
was most assiduous and persevci’ing in his attentions, and at 
last made some impression on the father, who consented to 
permit the marriage of the second daughter, but only on the 
following conditions: “ There is,” said he, “ a monstrous wolf 
in the neighbouring forest, extremely ferocious, and destructive 
to my property. T have frequently cndc'avonred to hunt him 
down, but without success. If Mabrin can destroy the 
animal, I will give bini my daughter.” When these conditions 
were conununicated to klabrin, he considered it imjjossiblo that 
^they could be fulfilled, and looked upon the proposal as an 
evasion of the question. One day, however, the feiryman 
having heard of klabrin’s disappointment, told him that there 
was no reason to despair, for he knew a young man, married to 
one of the king’s daughters, who crossed the river every day, 
and though only a pedcjstrian, brought homo ntgularly an elk- 
doer on his back. “He is trnlj,” added he, “a W'ondcrful 
youth, aid if you can by any means siicure his assistance, I 
havdj no doubt but that his activity and strength will soon put 
an end to the wolf’s depredations, by depriving him of life.” 

This intelligence was received with great pleasure by Mabrin, 


who hastened to Clushtasp, and described to him his situation, 
^•.nd tiie conditions required. Gushtasp in reply said, that ho 
would be glad to accomplish for him the object of his desires, and 
at an appointed time proceeded towards the forest, accompanied 
by Mabrin and the feiTyman. When the party arrived at the 


^borders of the wilderness which the wolf fre(iuented, Gushtdsp 
companions behind, and advanced alone into the in- 
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teiior, where he soon found the dreadful monster, in size larger 
than an elephant, and howling terribly, ready to spring upon 
him. But the hand and eye of (lushtilsp were too active to 
allow of his being surprised, and in an histant he shot two 
ari’ows at once into the foaming beast, which, irritated by the 
dec}) wound, now rushed furiously upon him, without, however, 
doing him any strious injury ; then with the rapidity of 
lightning, Oushtasp draw his sharp sword, with one tremendous 
stroke cut the wolf in two, deluging the ground with bubbling 
blood. ITaving performed this prodigious exploit, he called 
llabrin and the ferryman to see what he had done, and they 
wem amazed at his extraordinary intrepidity and muscular 
power, but requested, in order that the special object of the 
lover might be obtained, that he would conceal his name, for a 
time at least. Mabn'n, stitisfled on this point, then repaired to 
the emperor, and claimed his promised bride, as the reward for 
his labour. The king of liiim little expected this result, and 
to tifisure himself of the truth of what he had heard, bent his 
way to the foj'cst, where he was convinced, seeing with as¬ 
tonishment and delight that the wolf was really killed. He 
had now no further pretext, and therefore fullilled his engage¬ 
ment, by giving his daughter to Mabrfu. 

It was now Ahrun’s turn to repeat his solicitations for the 
youngest daughter. The king of Riini had another evil to 
root out, so that he was prepared to propose another condition. 
This was to destroy a hideous dragon tlmt hud taken possession 
of 'a neighbouring mountain. Ahrun, on hearing the con¬ 
dition was in as deep distress as Mabrin had been, until ho 
accidentally became acquainted with the ferryman, who de¬ 
scribed to him the generosity and fearless bravery of Oushtasp. 
He immediately applied to him, and the youth readily under¬ 
took the enteiprise, saying:—“ No doubt the monster’s teeth 
are long and sharp, bring me therefore a dagger, and festeu 
round it a number of knives.” Ahrun did so accordingly, and 
Oushtiisp proceeded to the mountain. As soon as the dragon 
smelt the approach of a human being, flames issued from K'v- 
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nostrils, and he darted forward to devour the iutmdcr, but was 
driven back by a number of arrows, rapidly discharged into 
his head and mouth. Again ho advanced, but (Jushtasp 
dodged round liim, autl continued driving arrows into him to 
the extent of forty, which subdued his strength, and made him 
writhe in agony. lie then fixed the dagger, which was armed 
at right angles with knives, upon his spear, aud going nearer, 
thrust it down his gasjjing throat 

Dreadful tlic weapon, cacli two-edf^cd blado 
Cut deep into the jaws on (*ilhcr side, 

And the fierce monster, Uiinkin^ to dislodp; it, 

('rushed it between liis teeth with all his strength, 

Which pressed it deeper in the flesh, when hlfx»d 
And poison issued frc)iu the ^apin^ wounds ; 

Then, as lie floundered on the earth exhausted, 

Seizin^; the fragment of a flinty rock, 

Gushli'isp beat out the brniiis, and soon the boast 
In terrible struggles died, 'J’wo di'adly f.mgs 
Then wrenelied he from tlio jaws, to testify 
The wonderful exploit he had performed. 


JWhen he descended from the mountain, these two teeth were 
delivered to Ahrun, and they were afterwards conveyed to the 
king, w'ho could not believe his own eyes, but ascended the 
mountain himself to ascertain the fact, and there he beheld 
with amazement the dragon lifeless, and covered with blood. 
“ And didst thou thyself kill this terrific dragon ? ” said he. 
“Yes,” replied Ahrun. “Aud wilt thou swear to God that 
this is thy own achievement ? Tt must be either the exploit of 
a demon, or of a certain Kaiauian, who resides in thjs neigh¬ 
bourhood.” But there Avas no one to disju'ovc lus dteiertion, 
and therefore the king could no longer ref use to suri'cudcr to 
him hjs youngest daughter. 

^ And uoAV between Gushtasp, and Mabrin, and Ahrun, the 
waireest friendship subsisted. Indeed they were seldom parted;. 
and the three sisters remained together Avitli equal affection; 
One day Kitabiin, the wife of Gushtsisp, in converaation with 
, ^onifi of her female acquaintance, let out the secret that her 
thcllF'^ was the person who killed the wolf and the dragon. 
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No sooner was this story told, than it spread, and in the end 
reached the ear’s of the queen, who immediately communicated- 
it to the kill}?, sayinj^:—“Tliis is the work of Gusht^p, thy 
son-in-law, of him thou hast hiinishcd fj’om thy presence—of 
him who nol)ly would not disclose his name, before Mahrin and 
Ahrun had attained the object of their rvishes.” The king said 
in reply that it tovb jnst its he had sn6pc(;t(‘d ; and sending for 
Gushtilsjr, confeiTcd rqioii him great honour, and appointed him 
to the cliief (‘Oinmaiul of his army. 

■ Having thus possessed himself of a leader of such skill and ■ 
intrej)idity, he thought it net^essary to turn his attention to 
external conquest, and juieordiiigly addressed a letter to Alisls, 
the ruler of Khuz, in which he said :—“ l^hou luist hitherto 
.cnjbyod thy kingdom in peace and tramjuillity ; but thou must 
now resign it to me, or prepare for war.” Alias on receiving 
■ this imperious and haughty menace collected his forces together, 
and advanced to the contest, and the king of Ri'nn assembled 
his own troops with equal expedition, under the direction of 
Gnshtasp. The battle was fought with great valour on both 
sides, and blood flowed in torrents. Giishtiisp challenged Aliiis 
to single combat, and the warriors met; but in a short time 
—->juy was thrown from his horse, and dragged by the* 
y, s, .... _ /)ror, in fetters, before the king. The trooi)S wit- 
nossiijf, tlie prowess of Gnshtasp, quickly fled; and the kin^ 
conmieucing a hot pursuit, soon entered their city victoriously, 
subdued the whole kingdom, and plundered it of all its property 
ajid wealth. He also gained over the army, and witli^this 
powerfu'l'addition to his own forces, and with the booty he had 
secured, returned triumphantly to Rum. 

In consequence of this brilliant success, the king conferred 
additional honours on Gushtfisp, who now began to displJiy tly* 
ambition which he had long cherished. Aspiring to the sove¬ 
reignty of Inin, he spoke to the Rumi warriors on tjm subject 
of an invasion of that country, but they refused to enter into 
his schemes, conceiving that there was no chance of succe^. 
At this Gushtusp took Are, and declared th^t he knew the 
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power aud resources of his father perfectly, and that the con¬ 
quest would he attended with no diflicuity. lie then went to 
the king, aud said : “ Thy chiefs are afraid to fight against 
Lohunisp; 1 will myself undertake the task with even an iji- 
coiisidcrahlc army.” The king was ovej’joyed, and kissed his 
head and face, and loaded him with presents, and ordci’ed his 
secretary to ;vritc to Tjohurasp in the following terms : “ T am 
anxious to meet tlioe in battle, but if tlum art not disposed to 
fight, I will permit thee to remain at peace, on condition of 
surrendering to me lialf thy kingdom. Should this he reliised, 
I will myself deprive thee of he whole sovereignty,” ‘When 
this letter Avas coin'eyed hy the hands tif Kahiis to Irjiii, Lohu- 
rasp, upon reading it, wtvs moved to laughter, and ex(;laimed, 
“What is all this ? The king of Jhim has hajiiienod to obtain 
possession of the little kingdom of Khiiz, and he has become 
insane with pride ! ” Ho then asked Kahiis hy what means he 
accomplished the capture of Khnz, and how ho managed to kill 
Alias. The messenger replied, that his success was owing to a 
youth of noble aspect and invincible courage, avIio had first 
destroyed a ferocious Avolf, then a dragon, and had afterwards 
dragged Alias from his horse, with as much case as if he had 
tieen a chicken, and laid him prostrate at the feet of the kmg 
of Riim. Lohm'iisp enquired his name, and he answered, 
GushWsp. “ Hoes he resemble in feature any pci'sou in this 
assembly ? ” Kahiis looked round about him, and pointed to 
Zarlr, frogi which Lohurasp concluded that it must he his own 
son, |ind sat silent. But he soon determined on whfjt answer 
to send, and it was contained in the following Avords : “* 1)0 not 
take me for an Alias, nor think that orib hero of thimi is com¬ 
petent to oppose me. I haA'e a hundred equal to him. Con¬ 
tinue, fhevefore, to pay me tribute, or 1 Avill lay Avaste thy Avholc 
country.” With this letter he dismissed Kahiis; and as soon 
as the messenger had departed, addressed himself to Zarir, say¬ 
ing ;. “ Thou must go in the character of an ambassador from 
me to the king of Bum, and represent to him the j ustice and 
propriety of jircserving peace. After thy conference with him 
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repair to the house of Gushtiisp, and in my name ask his for¬ 
giveness for what I have done. I was not before aware of his 
merit, and day and nijjlit I think of him with repentance and 
sonw. Tell liim to pardon his old fatthcr’s infirmities, and 
come biu'k to Iran, to his own country and home, that I may 
resign to liim my crown and throne, and like Kai-khosriiu, take 
leave of the woWd. It is my desire to deliver myself up to 
prayer and devotion, and to appoint (lusldiisp my successor, for 
he appears to be eminently worthy of that honour.” Zarir 
acted scrujinlously, in conformity Avith his instructions; and 
having first had an interview with the king, hastened to the 
liouse of his bi-othor, by whom he Avas rcceiA’cd AV'ith affection 
and gladness. After the usual interchange of congratulations 
and ciirpriry, he stated to him tlie vicAvs and the rcsolntions of 
liis father, who on the faith of his royal AA'ord promised to 
appoint him his sncccssoi', and thought of him Avith the most 
cordial attachment. Gushtasp Avas as imich astonished as de¬ 
lighted Avith this information, and his anxiety being great to 
return to his own country, he that A'ery night, accompanied by 
his wife Kitahun, and Zarir, set out for Iran. Approaching the 
city, he Avas met by an istakbal, or honorary deputation of 
AA'arriors, sent by the king; and Avhen he arrived at court,* 
Lohurasp descended ft’om his throiie and embraced him with 
.paternal atfection, shedding tears of contrition for having pre¬ 
viously treated him not only with neglect but severity. How- 
cA ur he iioav made him amide atonement, and ordering a golden 
eliair of royalty to he constructed aud placed close to his oavji, 
they both sat together, and the people by command tendered to 
him uns\pimously their' respect and allegiance. Lohm’dsp re- 
jieatedly said to him ;— 

“ What has been done was Fate's deefee, 

Man cannot strive with destiny. 

To be unfeeling once was mine, 

At length to be a sovereign thine.** 

Thus spoke the king, and kissed the crowxii 
And gave it to his valiant son. 
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Soon aftenvanls he relinquished all authority in the empire, 
assumed the coarse habit of a recluse, and retire(l to a celebrated 
place of pilgrimao-o in those days near Balkh. 'rhere, in a 
solitary coll, he devoted the remainder of his life to jmiycr and 
the worship of (fod. The ])criod of Lohurasp’s government 
lasted one hundred and twenty years. 


GUSHTASP, AND TiJio Faith oe ZEllDUSIIT. 

I’ve siikl soveroi^rns worshipiK'd Ooil, 

By whom their crowns wore ^iven to protect 
The people from oppressom ; Him they served, 

Acknowlcdj'ing JIis ,t^ooducss—for to Him, 

Tiic pure, iinchanj(c:ihle, ihc Holy Ujiu i 

They owed tiicir .t;re:Llncss ami their eartlily power. 

But after times produ(;ed idolatry, 

And Pasau faith, and tlien His name was lost 
III adoration of created thiiit^s. 

Gushtasp had by his wife Kitabuii, the daughter of the king 
of Riim, two sons named Isfcudiyiir and Eashutaii, who were 
remarkable for their piety and devotiem to the Almighty. 
Being the great king, all the minor sovereigns paid him 
tribute, excepting Arjiisp, the ruler of Chin and Ma-cln'n, 
whose arnfy consisted of Diws, and Peris, and men ; for con-. 
sidcriTig him of superior importance, ho sent him yeirly the 
usual tributary present. In those days lived Zerdusht, the 
Ouber, who was highly accomplished in the knowledge of 
divine things ; and having waited upon Gushtasp, the king 
became greatly pleased with his learning and i)icty, and took 
him into his confidence. The philosopher explained to him the 
doctrines of the fire-worshippers, and by his art he reared a 
tree before the house of Gushtsisp, beautiful in its foliage and 
branches, and whoever ate of the leaves of that tree Ijecamo 
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learned and accomplished in the mysteries of the future world, 
and those who ate of the fruit thereof became perfect in wisdom 
and holiness. 

In con8C(iucnce of the illness of Lohurasp, who was nearly at 
the point of death, Zerdiisht wont to Balkh for the purpose of 
administering relief to him, and he happily succeeded in restor¬ 
ing him to hoiilth. On his return he was received with addi¬ 
tional favour by (liislitiis[), who immediately afteiavards became 
his disciple. Zerdnsht then told him that lie Avas the prophet 
of God, and ]iromised to show liiiii miracles. He said he Lad 
been to heaviai and to hell, lie could send any one, by prayer, 
to heaven ; and Avhomsoever lie was angry with he could send 
to hell. He had seen the seven mansions of the celestial 
regions, and the thrones of sapphires, and all the secrets of 
heaven ivcrc made knowii to him by his attendant angel. lie 
said that the sacred hook, called Zendavesta, descended from 
above expressly for him, and that if Gushtasp follow'cd the 
precepts in that blessed volume, he would attain celestial 
felicity. Gushtasp readily became a convert to his principles, 
foi’saking the pure adoration of God for the religion of the fire- 
Avorshijipers. The philosojihcr further said that he had pre¬ 
pared a liuldcr, by which he had ascended into heaven and had 
seen the Almighty. This made the disciple still more obedient 
to Zerdnsht. One day he asked Gushtasp ivhy he condescended 
to pay tribute to Arjiisp ; “ God is on thy side,” said he, “and 
if thou desirest an o.xtension of territory, the whole country of 
Chin may be easily compiered.” Gushtslsp felt ashamed at this 
reproof, and to restore his character, sent a dispatch to Arjdsp, 
in which ho said, “ Foi'mcr kings who paid thee tribute did so 
from terror only, but now the empire is mine; and it is my 
will, and I have the })OAver, to resist the payment di it m 
future.” 'J’his letter gave great olfenco to A'rjasp ; who at once 
suspected that the fire-worshipper, Zerdnsht, had poisoned his 
mind, and sedneed him from Ins pure and ancient religion, and 
Avas attempting to eireimiA’cnt and lead him to his ruin. Ho 
answered him thus; “it is aycII knoAvn that thou hast noAv 
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forsaken the riglit path, and involved thyself in darkness. 
Thou hast ehosen a guide possessed of the attributes of Tblis, 
who with the art of a magician has seduced thee from the 
worship of the ti'ue»God, from that God who gave thee thy 
kingdom and thy grandeur. Thy fatlier feared God, and 
became a holy Dirvesh, Avhilst thou laist lost thy way in 
wickedness and impiety. It will therefore Ixi a meritorious 
action in me to vindicate the true woi'sliip and oj)poso thy 
blasphemous career with all my demons. In a month or two 
1 will cjitcr thy kingdom with fire and sword, and destroy thy 
authority and thee. 1 would give thee good advice; do not bo 
influenced by a wicked counsellor, but return to thy former 
religions practices. Weigh well, tliercfore, what 1 say.” Arj^isp 
sent this letter by two of his demons, familiar with sorcery; 
and when it was delivered into the Iiands of Gnslitilsp, a council 
was held to consider its contents, if) whinh Zerdnsht was im¬ 
mediately summoned. Jann'isp, the ministca-, said that the sub¬ 
ject required deep thought, and great prudence was necessary 
jn fr/iming a reply ; hub Zei’diisht observed, that the only reply 
was (jbvious—nothing but war could be thought of. At this 
moment Isfeiidiyar gallantly offered to lead the army, but Zarir, 
his uncle, objected to him on account of his extreme youth, -d 
proposed to take the command himself, which Gushtiisp agreed 
to, and the two demon-euvoys wci=e dismissed. Tlie answer Avas 
briefly as folloAvs: 


“ Thy boast is that thou wilt in two short months 

Ravaj^c my country, scathe with fin; and sword 

The empiro of Tran ; but on 

Heap not destruction; pause before thy pride 

Hurries thee to thy ruin. I will open 

I’hc countless treasures of tlic realm ; my warriors, 

A thousand thousand, armed with shining sUicl, 

Shall over^run thy kingdom ; I myself 

Will crush that head of thine beneath my feet,” 


The result of these menaces was the immediate prosecution 
pf the war,' and no time was lost by Arjasp in liMteniug intq 

Irto. 
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PluTKler mid dcA'nstation marked his course. 

The villa^^cs were all involved in flames, 
ralace of jiride, low cot, and lofty tower ; 

The trees du<^ u)», and root and branch destroyed, 
(lushtasp tlicii Inustencd to rei»cl his foes; 

15ut lo his lej<ioiJs thry scfMjicd wild and stran^^e, 
j\nd tcrrilde in asjxjcl, and no Ih^ht 
''ould striij^irle Ihroin/h the gloom they had diiluscd, 
To hide their progi-ess. 


Zcrdiislit said to (iiislitiisp, “Ask thy vizir, Jainilsp, what is 
written in thy lioroscope, that he may relate to thoc the dis¬ 
pensations of heaven.” Jamas]), in reply to the infjiiiry, took 
the kiiij^ aside and whispered softly to him:—“A groat 
number of thy hrethren, thy relations, and ^YalTiol^s^Yill be slain 
in the conilict, but in the cud thou wilt be victorious.” G-ush- 
tiisp deeply hunented the coming event, wliich involved the 
destruction of his kinsmen, but did not shrink from the battle, 
for be exulted in the anticipation of obtaining the victory. 
^"he eoiitost was begun with indescribable eagerness and 
impetuosity. 

Approaching, each a prayer addrest 
To lU'iivtiii, and Ihnmlcring forward prost; 

Thick showers of arrows gloomed the sky, 

The batllc-stona raged long and high ; 

Above, black clouds Ihoir darkness spread, 
llclow, the earth with hlood was red. 


Ardsliir, the son of Lohurslsp, and descended from Kai-ksiiis, 
was one of the fii’st to engage ; he killed many, and was at last 
killed hhhself. After him, his brother Shydasp was killed. 
Then Bishu, the son of Jami'usp, urged on his steed, and with 
consummate bravery destroyed o great number of wamors. 
Zarir, equally bold and inti-epid, also nishcd amidst the host, 
and whether demons or men opposed him,- they were all laid 
lifeless on the field. He then rode up towards Arjitep, 
scattered the ranks, and penetrated the head-quarters, which 
put the king into great alarm ; for he exclaimed:—“ What, 
have ye no courage, no shame ! whoever kills Zarir shall have 
a magnificent reward.” Bai-dcrafsh, one of the demons. 
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animated by this ofter, came forward, and with remorselcBs fury 
attacked Zarir. The onset was irresistible, and the young 
prince was soon overthrown and bathed in his own blood. The 
news of the unfortunate catastroplie deeply aifeeted Glushtasp, 
who cried, in groat grief: “ Is there no one to take ■\ engeancc for 
this ? ” when Isfcndiyiir presented himself, kissed the ground 
before his father, and anxiously asked permission to engage the 
demon. Gushtiisp assented, and told him that if he killed the 
demon and defeated the enemy, he woidd surrender to him his 
crown and throne. 

“ Whon wc from this dosiructivo field rolurn, 

Tsfondiyur, my son, shall wo;ir tho orown, 

And be the ghjrious loader of my arniios,” 

laying this, he dismounted from his famous black horse, 
called Bebzad, the gift of Kai-khosr:iii, and pres(?nLcd it to 
isfendiyar. The greatest clamour and lainenlatiou had 
arisen among the Persian anny, lor tliey thought that Bai- 
derafsh had committed such dreadful slaughter, the moment of 
utter defeat was at hand, when Isfendiyar galloped forward, 
mounted on Behzad, and turned the forUiiics of the day. lie 
saw the demon with the mail of Zarir on his breast, foaming 
at the mouth with rage, and called aloud to him, “hi.md, 
thou murderer ! ” 'Phe stern voice, the valour, and majesty of 
Isfendiyar, made the demon tremble, but ho immediately dis- 
charge(^a blow with his dagger at his new opponent, who however 
soiled the weapon with his left band, and with his right 
plunged a spear into the monster’s Iweast, and drovc‘*it through 
his body. Isfendiyar then cut olF 'his head, remounted his 
horse, and that instant was by the side of Bisbi'i, the son of the 
vizir* into whose eliarge he gave the severed head of Bai- 
dcrafsh, and thc’armonr of Zarir. Bishii now attired himself in 
his fiither’s mail, and fastening the head on his horse, declared 
that he would take his post close by Isfendiyar, whatever might 
betide. Firshaid, another Iranian warrior, came to the spot at 
the Siimc ipoment, and expressed the same resolution, so that all 
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three, thus accidentally met, determined to encounter Arjusp 
and capture him. Isfendiy^r led the way, and the other two 
followed. Arjasp, seeing that he Avas singled ont by three 
warriors, and that the enemy’s force Avas dso advancing to the 
attack in great numbers, gave up the struggle, and was the first 
to retreat. If is troops socn threw away their arms and begged 
for quarter, and’many of them were taken prisoners by the 
Irdnians. Gushfilsp now approached the dead body of Zarir, 
his son, and lamenting deeply over his unhappy late, placed 
him in a colIin, and built OA'er him a lofty monument, around 
Avhich lights AA'cre ever afterwards kept burning, night and day ; 
and he also taught the people the worship of lire, and Avas anxious 
to establish everyAvhere the religion of Zerdusht. 

Jamasp apjiointed oflicem to {isccrtain the number of killed 
in the battle. Of Iranians there Averc thirty thousand, among 
Avhom were eight hundred chiefs; and the enemy’s loss 
amounted to nine hundred thousand, and also eleven hundred 
and sixty-three chiefs. Gushtiisp rejoiced at the glorious 
result, and ordered the drums to be sounded to celebrate the 
victory, and he increased his favour upon Zerdusht, who 
originated the Avar, and told him to call his triumphant son, 
Jsfendiyili', near him. 

The youth the summotis hears, 

.Ami niulst tlic royal court appears, 

Close by his father’s side, 

The innco, con"-Iu*iidod, in his hand ; 

His air an<i glance express command, 

And military pride. 


OushtAsp bcholda with heart elate, 

The conqueror so young, so great. 

And places round his brows the crowHi 
The promised crown, the high reward, 
I’roud token of a raiglity king’s regard, 
CoufciTed upon his own* 


After Giisht^ had croAvned his son as his successor, he told 
him that he must not now waste his time in peace and private 
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gratification, but proceed to the conquest of other countries. 
Zerdusht was also deeply interested in his further ojjcvatious, 
and recommended him to subdue kingdoms h)r the piir[)osc of 
diffusing everywhere the new religion, that the whole world 
might be enlightened and edified. Isfcudivilr instantly com¬ 
plied, and the first kingdom he invaded was lliim. The sove¬ 
reign of that country having no power nor means to resist the 
incursions of the enemy, readily adopted the faith of Zer¬ 
dusht, and accepted the sacred book named Zondavesta, as 
his spiritual instructor. Tsfendiyilr afterwards invaded ITin- 
dustan aud Arabia, and several other countries, and success¬ 
fully established the religion of the lire-woi'shippers in 
them all. 

Whcrc’ci* lu; wuiit he was veot;ivi*(l 
With welcome, all th(5 world bflh'vod, 

And all with ^ratofii] fceliiijr^ look 
The Holy Zondavosta-book, 

Proud their new wto’ship to declare, 

TJie worahip of Jsfeiidiyar. 


The young conqueroi’ communicated by letters to l>is father 
the success Avith Avhich he had disseminated the religion of 
Zerdusht, and requested to kiiOAV what other enterprise, re¬ 
quired his aid. (lushhisp rejoiced exceedingly, and com¬ 
manded a grand banquet to bo prepared. It bappeiied that 
Gurzam a Avarrior, was particulaily befriended by the king, but 
retainiim secretly in his heart a bitter emnity to Isfeiidiyar, 
now tooK an opportunity to gratify bis malice, and priA’atcly 
told Giishtasp that he bad heard somoHiing highly atrocioiis’iu 
the disposition of the prince. Giish'^asp Avas anxious to know 
what it was ; and he said, “ Isfendiyiir has subdued almost 
t evci^ country in the world: he is a dangerous person at the 
head of an immCnse army, and at this very moment meditates 
taking 5alkh, and making even thee his in’isoner! 

Thou know’st not that thy son Isfcudiydr 
Is hated by the army. It is said 
Ambition fires his brain, and to secure 
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The empire to himself, his wicked aim 
Is to rebel against his generous father. 

This is tlic Slim of my intelligence; 

Hut thoii'rt the king, I speak but what I hear,” 

These uuilicious accusations by Gurzam iasidionsly made, 
produced groat vexation in the mind of Gushtasp. Tim 
bainpiet went on,^ and for three days he drank wine incessantly, 
without sleep (»r rest because his sunw was extreme. On the 
fourth day lie said to his minister: “Go with this letter to 
Isfeiidiyar, and aceompany him hither to me.” Jamilsji, the 
minister, went accordingly on the mission, alid when ho 
am veil, the iwiiicc said to liim, “ I have dreamt that my father 
is angry with me.”—“ Then thy dream is true,” replied 
Jatniisp, “ thy father is indeed angiy with thee.”—“ What 
crime, Avhat fault have I committed ? 


Is it liccaiise I have with ceaseless toil 
Spread wide the Zcnilavcsla, and convortiid 
\V!iolc kingdoms to that faith ? Is it because 
Kor him I conquered those far-distant kingfloins, 

With this good sword of mine? Why clouds his bixiw 
Upon his son—some demon must have changed 
His temper, once affectionate and kind, 

Calling me to him thus in anger I Thou 
Hast ever been my friend, my valued friend 
Say, must I go? Thy counsid I require.” 

“ I'hc sou docs WTorig who disobeys his faiher, 
Despising his command,” JamAsp replied. 

“Yet,” said Isfcndiyilr, “why should J go? 

He is in wrath, it cannot be for good.” 

“ Know’st thou not lliat a father’s wratli Is kindness ? 
The anger of a father to his child 
la far nu>rc precious than the love and fondness 
FoU by that child for him. ’Tis good to go, 

Whatever the result, he is the king, 

And more—he is thy fatlicr ! ” 


Isfendiyiir immediately consented, and appointed Baliman, 
bis eldest son, to fill bis place in the army during bis absence, 
lie had four sons: the name of the second was Mihrbiis ; of the 
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third, Avir; and of the fourth, Nushahdor; and these three 
he took along with hinf on his journey. 

Before he had airived at Balkli, Gushti'isp had concerted 
measures to secure liim as a prisoner, with an a])peara.ncc of 
justice and impartiality. On his ariival, he w'uited on the 
king respectfully, and was thus received : “ Thou Inxst become 
the grcal king ! Thou hast conquered many countries, but 
why am T unworthy in thy sight ? Thy ambition is indeed 
excessive.” Isfendiyar replied : “ Tlowcver great I may be, I 
am still thy servant, and wlmlly at thy command.” Ui)on 
hearing this, (riishttlsp turned towards his courtiers, and said, 
“What ought to be done with that son, who in the lifetime of 
his father usurps his authority, and even attempts to eclipse 
him in gnindeur ? What I I ask, should be done with such 
a sou! ” 

Such a Hon should ciihei be 
Hrokcii on the felon 
Or in ])risoTi bound with chains, 

Whilst his wicked life rcniaiiiH, 

Else thyself, lliis kiii;;<loin, all 
Will be ruined by his thrall 1" 

To this heavy denunciation Isfendiyiir replied: “ I lia\ j 
received all my honours from the king, by whom I am appointed 
to succeed to the throne ; but at his pleasure I willingly resign 
them.” However, concession and j-cmoiistrancc were equally 
hniitlcss, and he was .straightway ordered to be confined in the 
tower-prison of the fort situated on the adjacent moimhun, and. 
secure* with chains. *• 


J)rcadful llio sentence: all \vIio saw him wepi; 
Anti sicrnly they conveyed him to the tower, 
Where to four columns, deeply fixed in earth, 
And roachin^ to the skies, of ii*on formed, 

They bound him ; merciless they were to him 
Who had given splendour to a mighty thmne. 
Mournful vicissitude 1 Thus pain and pleasure 
Successive charm and tear the heart of man ; 
And many a day in that drear sfjlitude, 
lie lingcrod, sli^ding tears of Ydood, till times 
Of biYppicr omen dawned upon hts fortunes. 
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Having thus made Isfendiysir secure in the mountain-prison, 
and being entirely at ease about the internal safety of the 
empire, Oushfcasp was anxious to pay a visit to Zsll and Rustem 
at Slstiin, and to convert them to the religion of Zerduslit. 
On his approach to Sistiin he was met and respectfully welcomed 
by Rustem, who afterwards in open assembly received the 
Zeudavesta and adopted the new faith, which he propagated 
throughout his own territory ; but, according to common report 
it was fear of Gushtjlsp alone whi(;li induced him to ])ursue this 
course. Gushtilsp remained two years his guest, enjoying all 
kinds of rcei’cation, and particularly the sports of the field and 
the forests. 

, When Bahman, the son of IsfendiyAr, heard of the imprison¬ 
ment of his father, he, in grief and alarm, abandoned his trnst, 
dismissed the army, and proceeded to Balkh, where he joined 
his two brothers, and wept over the fate of their unhappy 
father. 

In the mean time the news of the confiiKiinent of isfendiyar, 
and the absence of Gushtilsp at Sistiln, and the unprotected 
state of Balkh, stimulated Arjiisp to a further effort, and ho 
dispatched his son Kahram with a largo army towards the 
ciipitixl of the enemy, to carry into ctfect his purpose of revenge. 
Lnhniilsp was still in religious retirement at Balkh. The people 
were undei' great apprehension, and being without a leader, 
anxiously solicited the old king to command them, but he said 
that he had abandoned all earthly concerns, and had devoted 
himself to God, and therefore could not comply witli their 
entreaties. But they would hear no denial, and, as it wore, 
tore him from his place of refuge and prayer. There were 
assembled only about one thoimnd homemen, and vdth these 
he advanced to battle; but what were they compared to uhc 
hundred thousand whom they met, and by whom they were 
soon surrounded. Their bravery was useless. They were at 
once overpoAvered and defeated, and Lohurdsp himself was 
unfortunately among the slain. 

Upon the achievement of this victory, Kahram entered 
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Baikh in triumph, made the people prisonera, and destroyed 
all the places of worship belonging to the Gubers. lie also 
killed the keeper of the altar, and burnt the Zeiidavcsta, which 
contained the formulary of their doctrines and belief. 

One of the women of Gushtasp’s liouschold happened to 
elude the grasp of the iiivadei’, and hastened to Sistaii to 
inform the king of the disaster that had octurred, “Tliy 
father is killed, the city is taken, and thy women and daughters 
in the power of the conqueror.” Gnahhlsp received the nous 
with'consternation, and prepared with the utmost expedition 
for his departure. lie invited llustem to accompany him, but 
the champion exensed himself at the time, and afterwards 
declined altogether on the plea of sickness. Before ho had 
yet arrived at Baikh, ICahram hearing of his approach, went 
out to meet him with his whole army, and Avas joined on the 
same day by Arjasj) and his demon-legions. 

Great was the aproar, loud the bra/cn clniias 
And trumpt'ts rung, the earth shook, and seenicd ivnt 
By lhat treriioiidous contlicl., javelins (lew 
Tiike hail on every side, and the wiirin Mood 
Streamed from the wounded and the dying men. 

The claim of kindred did not check the aim 
Tiifted in battle—mercy there w.as none, 

For all resigned themselves to clianc(! or fate, 

Or what the ruling Heavens miglit decree. 

At last the battle terminated in the defeat of Gnshtasp, avIio 
Avas pursudR till he Avas obliged to take refuge in a mountain- 
fort. ‘He again consulted Janiiisp to know Avhiit the slju|s fore- * 
told, and Jamasp replied that he would uecovor from the defeat 
through the exertions of Tsfondiyjlr alone. Plc<ascd with tin's 
interpretation, he on that very day sent JamiLsp to the prison 
with a letter to Isfendiyslr, in Avhich he hoped to be pardoned 
for the cruelty he had been guilty of toAvards liim, in conse¬ 
quence, he said, of being dcceiA'cd by the arts and treachery of 
those who were only anxious to effect his ruin. ITc declared 
too that he Avould put those enemies to death in liis presence, 
an^ replace the royal crown upon his head. At the same time 
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he confined in chains Gurzam, the wretch who first practised 
upon his feelings. Jamsisp rode immediiitcly to the prison, and 
delivering the letter, urged the prince to comply with his 
father’s entreaties, hut [sfeudiyar was incredulous and not so 
easily to be moved. 

• “ TTas he not fit heart disdained me? 
lias he not in prison chained nio ? 

Am 1 not his son, that be 
Treats me ignomiuiously ? 

Why should Gurzam’s scorn and liate 
House a loving fatlier’s wrath ? 

AVhy should he, the foul irigrate, 

Past destruction in my path I " 


Jamilsp, however, perscA’cred in his anxious solicitations, 
describing to him how many of his hrctliren and kindred had 
fallen, and also the ])crilou8 situation of his own father if he 
refused his assistance. % a thousand A'arions efforts he at 
length effected his purpose, and the blacksmith was called to 
take off his chains ; hut in removing them, the anguish of the 
wounds they had inllicted was so great that Isfcndiyar fainted 
away. Upon his recovery he was escorted to the presence 
of liis father, who rc(!oived liim uitli open arms, and the 
strongest expressions of delight. Uo begged to be forgiven 
for his uniiatnral conduct to him, again resigned to him the 
throne of the cmjiirc, and appointed him to the command of 
the imperial annies. lie then directed flnrzam, upon whose 
malicious counsel he had acted, to be brought before hiin, and 
the wicked minister was punished with death on the spot, and 
in thc'prescnco of the injured prince. 

WiT.tch 1 more relentless even than wolf or pard, 

Thju hast at length received thy just reward 1 

When Arjjlsp heard that Tsfendiyar had been reconciled to 
his father, and was approaching at the head of an immense 
muny, he was affected with the deepest concern^ and forthwith 
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sent his son Kahmm to endeavour to resist the pro{^rcss of the 
cneinj. At the same time Knriigsar, a gladiator of the demon 
race, requested that he might be allowed to oppose Isfendiyilr; 
and permission being j^ranted, he was the very first on the 
field, where instantly wielding his bow, be shot an aiTOw at 
Isfendiytlr, Avliich pierced through the mail, but fortunately for 
him did no serious barm. The prince drew his sword with the 
intention of attficking him, but seeing him furious with rage, 
and being doubtful of the issue, tliought it more prudent and 
safe to try his success with the noose. Accordingly he tf)ok 
the kannmd tfom bis saddle-strap, and dcixtcrously Hung it 
round the neck of his arrogant foe, who was jmlled headlong 
from his horse ; and, as soon as his arms were bound behind 
his back, dragged a pi-isoner in fj-ont of the Pemian ranks. 
Tsfendiyar then returned to the battle, at lacked a body of the 
enemy’s auxiliaries, killed a hundred and sixty of their warrioi's, 
and made the division of which Kahram was the loader fly in 
all directions. His next feat was to attack another force, which 
had confederated against him. 

AV'ith sliickcnod rein lie galloped o’er the field; 

Blood gushed from cveu-y stroke of his sharp sword, 

And reddened all tlie plain ; a hundred warriors 
Eighty and five, in treasure rich and mail, 

Sunk underneath him, such his mighty power. ■ 

His remaining object was to assail tlie centre, wlicre Arjdsp 
himself was stationed; and thither he rapidly hastened. 
Arjiisp, angry and alarmed at this success, cried out, “•lyiiat! 
is one man allowed to scathe all my riyiks, cannot my whole 
army put an end to his dreadful career ? ” The ^Idiera 
replied, No ! he has a body of brass, and the vigour of an 
elephant: oim swords make no impression upon him, whilst 
with his sword he can cut the body of a warrior, cased in 
mail, in two, with the greatest case. Against such a foe, what 
can we do ? ” Isfendiy^r rushed on; and after an over¬ 
whelming attack, Arj^p was compelled to quit bis ground and 



270 


THE SHAH nAMEH. 


effect his escape. The Iranian troops were then ordered to 
pursue the fugitives, and in revenge for the death of Lohurdsp, 
not to leave a man alive. The carnage was in consequence 
terrible, and tiie remaining Tnr0.nian§ were in such despair 
that they flung themselves from their exhausted horses, and 
placing straw in their months to show the extremity of their 
misfortune, called aloud for quarter. Isfendiydr was moved 
at liist to compassion, and put an end to the fight; and when 
he came before (J ushtasp, the mail on his body, from the number 
of arrows sticking in it, looked like a field of reeds; about a 
thousand arrovi's were taken out of its folds, (lushtilsp kissed 
his head and face, and blessed him, and prepared a grand 
banquet, and the city of Balkh resounded with rejoicings on 
account of the great victory. 

Many days had not elapsed before a farther enterprise was 
to bo undertaken. The sisters of Isfendiyiir were still in con¬ 
finement, and required to be released. The prince readily 
complied with the wishes of Grushtasp, who now repeated to 
him his desire to relinquish the cares of sovereignty, and place 
the reins of government in his hands, that he might devote 
hijnself entirely to the service of God. 

“ To thee I yield the crown and throne, 

' Fit to be liclcl by tlioc alone ; 

From worldly care and trouble free, 

A hermit’s cell is enough for luo.” 


. But Tsfendiyiv replied, that he had no desire to be possessed 
of the power ; he rather wished for the prosperity of the king, 
and uq change. 


O, may thy life bo long and blesset^ 
And ever by the good caressed 
For 'tis my duty still to be 
Devoted faithfully to thee I 
I want no throne, nor diadem ; 

My soul has no delight in them, 

1 only seek to give thee joy, 

Anil glorioiNly my sword employ. 
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I thirst ior vengeance on Ai'jiisp ; 

To crush him in my iron grasp, 

That from his thrall 1 may restore 
My sisters to their home again, 

Who now their heavy fate deplore, 

And toiyng drag a sfavivsh chain.” 
“Then go I " the smiling monarch said, 
Invoking blessings on his head, 

“And may kind Heaven thy refuge be, 
And lend thee on to victory,” • 


Isfeiicliyar now told liis father that his prisoner Kuriigsar 
was continually requesting him to represent Ids condition in the 
royal ear, saying, “ Of what use will it be to 2 >ut me to death ? 
No benefit can arise from snob a punishment. ' Spare my life, 
and you will see how largely I am able to contribute to your 
assistance.” Gushtasp expressed his willingness to he mercifiri, 
but demanded a guarantee on ciath from the ixjtitioner that he 
would heart and soul be ti'uc and faithfid to his benefactor. 
The oath was SAVurn, after which his bond.s wore taken from his 
hands and foot, and he was set at liberty. The king tlien 
called him, and iwessod him with goblets of wine, which made 
hhn merry. “ 1 have jAardoned thee,” said Gushti'isi), “at the 
special entreaty of Isfendiyar—be grateful to him, and bo 
attentive to his commands.” After that, Isfendiyar took ai. ’ 
conveyed Inm to his own house, that he might huA'e an oijpor- 
tunity of experiencing and proving the promised fidelity of his 
new ally. 


'tHE HEFT-KHAN of ISFEJNDIYAR. 

Rustem ha(P seven groat labours, wondrous power 
Nerved his strong arm in danger’s needful hour ; 

And now Firdausi’s legend-strains rlcclarc 
The seven great laboui's of lsfeudiyai‘. 

The prince, who had de^eripined to undertake the ni9W expe-; 
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(lition, and appeared coiifldent of success, now addressed In'm- 
solf to Kuriigsar, and said, “ If I conquer the kingdom of 
Arjdsp, and restore my sisters to liberty, thou shalt have for 
thyself any ])rincipality thou mayst choose within the boun¬ 
daries of Iri'iu and Turtln, and thy name sliall be exalted ; but 
beware of treachery or fraud, for falsehood shall certainly bo 
punished with^death.” To this Kurugsar replied, “I have 
already sworn a solemn oath to the king, and at thy interces¬ 
sion he has spared my life—why then should I depart from the 
truth, and betray my benefactor ? ” 

“ Then toll mo the road to the brazen fortress, and how far 
it is distant from this place ? ” said Tsfendiydr. 

“ There are tlirce dillerent routes,” replied Kunigsar, “ One 
will occupy three mouths; it leads through a beautiful country, 
adorned with cities, and gardens, and pastures, and is pleasant 
to the traveller. The second is less attractive, the prospects 
less agreeable, and will only employ two months ; the third, 
however, may bo accomplished in seven days, and is thence 
called the Heft-khan, or seven stages; but at every stage some 
monster, or terrible difficulty, must be overcome. No monarch, 
even supported by a largo army, has ever yet ventured to pro¬ 
ceed by this route ; and if it is ever attempted, the whole party • 
will bo assuredly lost. 

Ni>r sti’ciigth, nor juggling, nor the sorcerer’s art 
Uaii help him safely tlii'ough that awful path, * 

Beset with wolves and dragons, wild and fierce, 

Vrom Avhom the fleetest have no power to fly, ' 

Thci*c an enclianti'ess, doubly armed with spells, 

The most accomplished of that magic brood, 

Spreads wide her snares to charm and to destroy, 

And ills of every shape, and horrid aspect, 

Cross the tired traveller at every step.” 


At this description of the terrors of the Heft-khmi, Isfendiyir 
became thoughtful for a while, and then, resigning himself to 
the -providence of God, resolved to take the shortest route. 
“ No man pan die before his time,” said he; “ heaven is my 
protector, and I will fearlessly encounter every difficulty on the 
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road.” “ It is full of perils,” replied Kiirugsar, and endeavoured 
to dissuade him from the cntei'priso. “ JJut Avith the hlcssing 
of God,” rejoined rsfondiyar, “ it Avill bo easy.” The prince 
then ordered ti sumpiiuous bainpiot to l)(j servt'd, at Avhieh he 
gave Kurugsar abundant draughts of wine, and even in a state 
of intoxication the demon-guide still warned him against his 
proposed journey. “ Go by the route whicli tables two montlis,” 
said he, “ for that will be convenient and safe but Jsrendiyar 
replied :—“ I neither tear the dilKeulties of the route, nor the 
perils thou hast described.” 

And though destruction spokii in ovory word, 

Enough to teiTify the .stouto'^t heart, 

Still he adhered to wliai h<; iirsi resolved. 

Thou wilt attend me,’' sai<l the danntless iiriiice; 

And thus Knrugsii-, Avitliout a pause, replieil : 

“ Undoubtedly, if by the two nionllis’ way, 

And do thee ample Kcrviec ; but. it tins 
J[elt-khaa be tliy election; it thy ehoice 
Be fixed on that wliich leads to <*orlaiii tieath, 

My presence must be uselcs.s. Can J go 
Where bird has never dare<l to wing its (light 1 ” 


Tsfendiyar, upon hearing these words, began to suspect the 
fidelity of Kurugsar, uiid thought it safe to bind him in chaiiif.. 
I’lie next day as he was going to take leave of his fatlujr, 
Kurugsar called out to liiin, and said ; “After my promises of 
allegiance, and ray solemn oath, Avhy am I thus kept in chains ? ” 
“ K(>t out of anger assuredly ; but out of comisission and kiiid- 
ncs.s, in ortlcr that I may take thee along with nic on tjie enter¬ 
prise V tlic Heft-khan; for wert thou not hound, tfiy faint 
heart might induce thee to run away. * 


Safe thou art when bound in chains, 
Fettered foot can never fly. 

Whilst thy body here remains, 

Wc may on thy faith rely. 

Terror will in vain assail thcc ; 

For these bonds shall never f:i]J tliec. 
Guarded by a potent charm, 

Tiiey will keep thco free from harm.” 
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Isfendiyiir having received the parting benediction of Gush- 
tiisp, was supplied with a force consisting of twelve thoustmd 
chosen horsemen, and abundance of treasure, to enable him to 
proceed on his enterprise, and conquer the kingdom of Arjiisp. 

First Stacie. —Isfcndiyur placed Kurugsar in bonds among 
his retinue, and took with him his brother Bashutau. But the 
demon-guide complained that he was unable to walk, and in 
consequence he was mounted on a horse, still bound, and the 
bridle given into the liunds of one of the warriors. In this 
manner they proceeded, directed from time to time by Kunigsar, 
till they arrived at the uttermost limits of the kingdom, and 
entered a dcscit wilderness. Isfendiyiir now' asked what they 
would meet with, and the guide answered, “ Two monstrous 
wolves are in this quarter, as large as elephants, and whose 
teeth are of immense length.” ^Jdie prince told his people, that 
as soon as they saw the wolves, they must at once attack them 
with aiTOW’s. The day passed away, and in the evening they 
came to a forest and a mnnnuriiig stream, when suddenly the 
two enormous w'olvcs appeared, and rushed towards the legions 
of Isfendiyiir. The people seeing them advance, poured upon 
them a shower of anws. Several men, however, w'cre wounded, 
but they W'ere themselves much e.\hausted by the arrow's which 
had penetrated their bodies. At tin's moment Basln'itan attacked 
one of them, and Isfcudiyilr the other; and so vigorous wuis 
their charge, that both the monsters were soon laid lifeless in 
the dust. After this signal overthrow, Isfendiyiir turned to 
Kurugsar, and exclaimed: “Thus, through the favour of 
Heaven,' the first obstacle has been easily extinguished ! ” The 
guide regarded him widi amazement, and said : “lam indeed 
astonished at the intrepidity and valour that has been dis¬ 
played.” 

Si'cins the Imivei'y of Isfemliyiit, 

Aniiizemcnt tillcil tlic soul of Kurugsar. 

The warriors and the party now dismounted, and regaled 
themselves with feasting and wine. They then reposed till the 
following morning. , 
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Second Stage. —Prooccdiug ou the second jonvnfty, Isfeu- 
diyir inquired wluit ini<fht now he expected to oppose tlioiv 
progi'css, and Kiirugsar replied : “ This stage is intested by 
lions." “ Then," rejyined Isfendiyilv, “ thou shalt see with 
what facility I can destroy them.” At about the (^lo.se of the 
day they met witli a lion and a lioness. Ihishutau said; 
“ Take one and I will engage the other." . But Tsfendiyilr 
observed, that the animals seemed very wild and ferocious, and 
he preferred attacking them both bimself, that his brother 
might not be exposed to any harm. He fimt sallied forth 
against the licfli, and with one mighly stroke put an end to his 
life. Jfe then approached the lioness, w'hich pounced upon him 
with great fury, but was soon couqxsiled to desist, and the 
prince rapidly wielding his sword, in a moment cut olf htir 
head. Having thus successfidly accoinplished tlie second day's 
task, he alighted from his horse, and rcfj'esliments being spread 
out, the w'aiTiors and the troops enjoyed themselves with gieat 
satisfaction, exhilarated by plenteous draiiglita of ruby wine. 
Again Tsfeudiyar addressed Kurugsav, and said ; “ Thou seesb 
\fith what facility all oi>positiou is removed, when I am assisted 
by tl|p favour of Heaven ! ” “ But there are otlic]’ and moi'e 

terrible diQiculties to surmount, and amazing as tby aebie. • 
mouts certainly have been, thou wilt have still gi'eater cxertioiia 
to make before thy enterprise is complete.” “ Wliat is the next 
evil I have to subdue ? ” “ An enormous dragon, 

With power to fascinate, and from tlic deep 
To lure the finny tribe, his liaily food. 

Fire sparkles round him ; his stupendous Imlk 
J-ooks like a mountain. When inQcnscd, his roar 
flakes the surroundinj^ country shake with fear. 

White poison-foam drops from his hideous jaws, 

Which yawning wide, display a dismal gulf, 

The grave of many a hapless ijeing, h^st 
Wandering amidst that trackless wilderness,” 

• 

Kunigsar described or magnified the ferocity of the animal 
in such a way, that Isfendiyar thought it necessary to l>o 
cautious, ant^with that view he ordered a curious ap]»aratus to 

. T 2 
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be constructed on wheels, something like a carriage, to whicli 
he fastened a large quantity of pointed instruments, and har¬ 
nessed hoi’ses to it to di’ag it on the road. He then tried its 
motion, and fumid it admirably calculated for his purpose. 
The ])cople were astonished at the ingenuity of the invention, 
and lauded him to the skies. 

Tunu) Stagm. —Away went the prince, and having travelled 
a considcnible distance, Knrugsar suddenly exclaimed : “ I now 
begin to smell the steiicli of the dragon.” Hearing this, Isfen- 
diyiir dismounted, ascended the machine, and shutting the door 
fast, took his seat and drove off. Basluitan and all the warriors 
upon witnessing tliis extraordinary act, began to weep and 
lament, thinking that he was hurrying himself to certain de¬ 
struction, and beggiul that for his own sake, as well as theii’S, 
he would come out of the machine. But he replied : “ Peace, 
IKjace! what know ye of the nnitter; ” and as the warlike 
apparatus was so excellently contrived, that he could direct the 
movements of the horses himself, he drove on with increased 
velocity, till he airived in the vicinity of the monstei’. 

Tlic dragon from a distance heard 
The rumbling of the wain, 

And snulling every brcezi^ that stirred 
Across the neighbouring plain, 

Smelt something human in his power, 

A welcome scent to him; 

For he wns eager to devour 
Hot reeking blood, or limb. 

And darkness now is spread around, 

No pathAvay can be traced ; 

The licry hoi-scs plunge and bound 
Amid the dismal waste. 

And now the dragon stretches far 
His cavern throat, nnd soon 

Licks in the horses ainl the car, 

And tries to gulp them doAvn. 

But sword and javelin, sharp and keen, 

Wound deep each sinewy jaw ; 

Midway, remains the huge machine, 

And chokes the monster’s maw. 
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In ngony he breathes, a dire 
CoTivnl&ion fires his blood, 

And struggling, ready to expire, 
Ejects a poison-llootl I 

And then disgorges wain and steeds, 
And swonls and javelins bright; 
Thou, as the di'cadful dragon bleeds, 
Up stalls the warrior-knight, 

And f 1*0111 his ])lacc of ambush h'aps, 
Ainb brandishing his blade, 

The weapon in Die brain lie stoi'ps, 

^ And splits the monster's ho.'ul. 

Hut the foul venom issuing tlieiico, 

Is so o’erpoworing fouiul, 
isfendiyar, deprived of seiihC, 

Fulls staggering to the gn»nnd I 


Upon seeing this result, and his brother in so doplonihle a 
situtition, liashutau and the tvoo[)s also were iu great ultirni, 
apprehending the most I'atul conse(|iiene(!S. They sprinkled 
ipsc-water over his face, ami administered other remedicB, bo 
that after some time he rucovered ; then he bathed, purifying 
Inmself from the filth of the monster, and poured out pray^iii 
of thankfulness to tlie merciful Creator for the protection and 
victoiy he had given liim. But it was matter of great grief to 
Kiu’ugsiir tliat Isfendij'ar had succeeded in his exi»loit, because 
under present circumstances, he would have to follow him in 
the mmaiifing arduous enterprises ; whereas, if the prince had 
been elain, liis obligations would have ceased for ever. 

“ What may ))c expected to-morrow ? ” inquired Isfendiyir. 
“ To-morrow,” replied the demon-guide, “ thou wilt mSet with 
an enclmntross, who can convert the stormy sea into dry land, 
and the dry land again into the ocean. She is attended by a 
gigantic ghoul, or apparition.” “Then thou shalfc sec how 
easily this ’ enchantress and her mysterious attendant can be 
■\ anqnished.” 

FotJRTH Stage. —On the fourth day Isfcndiyiir and his com¬ 
panions proceeded on the destined journey, and coming to a 
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pleasant meadow, watered by a tninsparcut rivnlct, the party 
alighted, and they all refreshed themselves heartily with various 
kinds of food and wine. In a short spsice of time the enchant¬ 
ress a])peiired, most beaiitifid in feature and elegant in attire, 
and approtadiing onr hero with a sad but fascinating express!. 
of coniitenaneo, said to him (the ghoul, her pretended irarainonr, 
l)eing at a little distance) : 

“ \ Jim Ji poor inilinppy Ihin^r, 

'I'lic, (liiwfjfliitT of SI <lisl!Uit kins?. 

'I'liis monstor with d<*cuit aiul fraud, 

];y Jt fond })armit\s power niiawcd, 
iS('due(‘(l mo from my roysil homo, 

Throiij^li wood and dosert wild to roam ; 

Ami surely Heaven has broiijjht thts* now 
To rhoer my hoarl, jiiid smooth my brow, 

Arid free mo from his loathed ombraeo, 

And boar im* to a tit tiu* ])l!U*o, 

Where, in thy cire-linj? sirms more softly prest, 

I may at hist bo truly loved, and blest,” 


IsfbndiyAr immediately called her to him, and requested ’ 
to sit down. The euehantross readily conqilicd, anticii)nti: 
successful issue to her artful sti'atagcms ; hut the intendtj^ 
victim of her sorc-ery was too cunning to bo imposed upon 
lie soon peix'oivcd what she was, and forthwith cast li\ 
kftnmnd over her, and in spite of all her entreaties, bound h i 
too fiist to esenpe. In this extremity, she successively assum 'i 
the shape of a cat, a w)lf, and a decrepit old man : and >, 
perfect wore her transformations, that any other person would 
iiavc been deceived, but Islendiyar detected her in every variety 
of appearance ; and, vexed by her continual attempts to client 
him, at last took olit bis sword and cut her in pieces. As soon 
as this was done, a thick dark cloud of dust and vapour arose, 
and when it sulisidcd, a black apparition of u demon burst upon 
bis sight, \vith flames issuing from its mouth. Petermined to 
destroy this fivsh antagonist, he rtishcd forward, sword in hand, 
and though, the flames, in the attack, burnt his cloth-armour 
and dress, ho succeeded in cutting off the thraatening monster’s 
head. Now," said he to Kurugsar, “ thou hast sreea that with 
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the favour of Heaven, both enchantress and ghoul are extermi¬ 
nated, as well as the wolves, the lions, and the dragon.’' “ Very 
Will,” replied Knmgsar, “thou hast achieved this prodigious 
labcnr, but to-morrow will be a heavy day, and thou enust 
hardly escape with life. To-morrow thou wilt be opposed by 
the Simurgh, whose nest is situated upon a lofty mountain. 
Sh has two young ones, each the size of an 'elephant, which 
she conveys in her beak and claws from place to place.” “ Be 
under no alarm,” said Isfendiyslr, “ Clod will make the labour 
easy.” ^ 

Fifth Stack.— On the fifth day, Tsfemliyai' resumed his 
journey, ti-avclling with his little army over desei-t, plain, 
mountain, and wilderness, until he reacheni the neighbourhood 
of the Sinmrgh. He then adoiited the same stratagem which 
he had employed before, and the machine supplied with swords 
and spears, and drawn by horses, was soon in readiness for the 
new adventure. The Simurgh, seeing with surprise an immense 
vehicle, drawn by two horses, approacli at a fui’ious rate, and 
followed by a laige company of horsemen, desCeuded from the 
mountain, and endeavoured to take up the whole apparatus in 
her claws to carry it away to her own nest; but her claws were 
lacerated by the sharp weapons, and she was then obliged lO 
try her beak. Both beak and claws wore injured in the effort, 
and the animal became extremely weakened by the loss of 
blood. Isfendiyiir seizing the happy moment, sprang out of 
the caiTiagp, and with his trenchant sword divided the Sfmurgh 
ill twtf parts ; and the young ones, after witnessing t'ru death* 
of their parent, precipitately fled from the fatal scene. *When 
Bashutan, with the army, came to the 'spot, they were amazed 
at the prodigious size of the Simurgh, and the valour by which 
it had been subdued. Kurugsar turned pale with astonishment 
and sorrow. “ What Will be our next adventure ? ” said Isfen- 
diyilr to him. “To-morrow more pressing ills will surround 
thee. Heavy snow will fall, and there will be a violent tempest 
of wind, and it will be wonderful if even one man of thy legions 
remvins alive» That will not be like flghting against lions^ a 
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dragon, or the Slmurgh, but against the elements, against the 
Almighty, which never can be successful. Thou hadst better 
therefore, retuni unhurt.” The people on hearing this warning 
were alarmed, and proposed to go back ^ “ for if the advice of 
Kurugsar is not taken, wo shall all perish like the companions 
of Kai-khosrfiu, and he buried under drifts of snow. 

Let us return then, wliilst we may ; 

Why should wo throw our lives away ? ” 

But Isfeudiydr replied that he had already overcome five of 
the perils of the road, and had no fear about the remaining 
two. The people, however, were still discontented, and still 
inurmni'cd alond ; upon which the prince said, “ llctnrn then, 
nbd T viill go alone. 


I lUiver can require the aid 
or men so easily disiufxyecl.” 

Finding their leader immoveable, the people now changed 
their tone, and expressed their devotion to his cause ; declaring 
that whilst life remained, they woxUd never forsake him, no 
never. 

Sixth Ktaom. —On the following morning, the sixth, 
isfendiyar continued his labours, and hurried on with gi’eat 
Sliced. Towards evening he arrived on the skirls of a moun¬ 
tain, where tliere was a running stream, and upon that spot, 
he pitched his tents. 

» 

, (Presently from the mouutaiu there ruslied down 
A furious storm of wind, tlion heavy showers 
^Of snow fell, covcririf' all the earth with whiteness, 

And niakinj? desolate the prospect round. 

Keen blew the blast, and jiinehing was the cold ; 

And to escape the clcimmtal wrath, 

1 reader and soldier, in the cavenied rock ' 

Scooped out by mouldering time, took shelter, there 
Continuing three long days. Three lingering days 
Still fell the snow, and still the tempest raged, 

And man and beast grew faint for want of food. 

isfeudiyir and his warriors, with heads exposed, now pros- 
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tratccl tlicmsclves in solemn prayer to the Almighty, niul 
implorofl his favour and protection from the calionity which 
hud hefallen them. Happily their prayers were heard, HeuYcn 
was compassionate, itnd in a short space the snow and the 
miglity wind entirely ceased. Hy this fortunate inlcrlerence 
of Providence, the army was enahlcd to cpiit^he cua'cs of the 
mountain; and then Jsfeudiyiir again addres.sed Kni’Ugsar 
triumphantly: “ Thus the sixth labour is accomplislied. 
What have we now to fear ? ” The demon-guide answered 
him and said*: “ From hence '^o the Brazen Fortress it is forty 

ir 

fin-sangs. That foitress is the residence of Arjjisp ; but the 
road is full of peril. For three farsangs the sand on the 
ground is as hot as fire, and there is no water to be foiyid 
dui’iug the whole journey.” This information made a serious 
impression upon the mind of Isfeiidij'^ar ; who said to him 
sternly : “ If I find thcio guilty oi’ fiilsehood, I will assuredly put 
thee to death.” Kurugsar I’eplicd : “ What! after six trials ? 
Thou hast no reason to question luy veracity. I shall never 
*lcj)art from the truth, and my advice is, that thou hadst better 
return; for the seventh stage is not to be ventured upon by 
human sti'ength. 

Along those }>1nhiH of burning sand 
No bird can move, nor ant, nor ily; 

No water slakes tlic fiery land, 

Intensely glows the fiaming sky. 

No tiger fierce, nor lion ever 

Could breath that pestilential air ; 

Even the unsparing vulture never 
Ventures on bloorl-stained puiions there. 

^t tht^distance of three fai’sangs beyond this inaccessible belt 
of scorching countay lies the Brazen Fortress, to Avliich tliere 
is no visiblor path; and if an army of a hundred tliousand 
strong were to attempt its reduction, there Avould not be the 
least chance of success.” 

Seventh Stage, —When Isfendiyar he.ard these things, 
c9.ough to 'alarm the bravest heart, he turned towards his 
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people to ascevtain. their determination; when they unani¬ 
mously repeated their readiness to sacrifice their lives in his 
service, and to follow wherever he mif^ht be disposed to lead 
the way. He then put Kurugsar in chains again, and prose¬ 
cuted his journey, until ho reached the place said to bo covered 
with burning sa,nd. Arrived on the spot, he observed to the 
demon-guide : “ Thou hast described the sand as hot, but it is 
not BO,” “ True ; and it is on account of the heavy showers 
of snow that have fallen and cooled the ground, a proof that 
thou art under the protection of the Almighty.’-’ Isfendiydr 
smiled, and said : “ Thou art all insincerity aud deception, thus 
to play upon my feelings with false or imaginary terrors.” 
(Saying this ho urged his soldiers to pass rapidly on, so as to 
leave the sand behind them, and they presently came to a great 
liver. Tsfendiyar was now angry with Kurugsar, aud said : 
“ Thou hast declared that for tin; space of forty fai'sangs there 
was no water, every drop being everywhere dried up by the 
burning heat of the sun, and hero we find water! "VlTiy didst 
thou also idly fill the minds of my soldiers with gi’oundless, 
leai*8 ? ” Kurugsar replied ; “ I will confess the truth. Did I 
not swear a solemn oath to be faithl'ul, and yet 1 was still 
doubted, and still confined in irons, though the experience of 
six days of trial had proved the cotrectness of my information 
and advice. For this reason I Avas disappointed and dis¬ 
pleased ; and I must confess that I did, therefore, exaggerate 
the dangers of the last day, in the hopes too of inducing thee to 
return and release me from my bonds. 

4 

For what Ipavc f received from thee* 

^ But scorn, and chains, and slavery,” 

Isfondiyar now struck off the irons from the hands and feet 
of his demon-guide and treated him with favour and kindness, 
repeating to him his promise to rcAvard him at the dose of his 
A’ictorious career Avith the government of a kingdom. Kurugsar 
Avas grateful for tliis change of conduct to him, and again 
acknowledging the deception he had been guilljy of, hoped for 
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pardon, engaging at the same time to take the party in safety 
across the great river whicli had impeded their progi’ess. This was 
af;eordingly done, and the Brazen Fortmss was now at no great 
distance. At the chj^ of the day tliey were only one famang 
from the towers, hut Isfciidiyar preferred resting till the next 
morning. “ What is thy counsel now ? ” said he to his guide. 
“ AVhat sort of a fortress is this wdiicli fame tlcscribes in such 
dreadful colours ? ” “ It is stronger than imagination can con¬ 
ceive, and impregnable.”—“ Then how shall I get to Arjdsp ? 


How sflall I cleave tlie opji/essor's form asunder, 

'J’lie murderer of ray ^mndsire, Ijoliurasp ? 

The bravest heroes cjf Ti'nan sliall fall 

Under my conqncrinj; sword ; their wives and ehildi-en 

T.ed captive to Inin : and desolation 

Scathe the wliolc lealui beneath the tyrant’s sway,” 


But these words only roused and exasperated the feelings of 
Kurngsar, who bitterly implied : 

“■ Tlicn may calamity be thy reward, 

Tliy stars malignant, and thy life all sorrow ; 

And may’s! tliou jMiiisli, weltering in tliy blood, 

And the hare desert be thy lonely grave 
For that inhuman thought, that cruel menace.” 

Isfoiidiydr, upon hearing this unexpected language, became 
furious with indignation, and instantaneously punished the 
offender on the spot; with one stroke of lus sword he cleft 
Kurngsar*n twain. i 

When the clouds of night had darkened the sky, Ts^ndiyilr,' 
with a number of bis warriom, proceeded towards the Brazen 
h\)rtress, and secretly explored it on every side. He fbiind it 
constructed entirely of iron and brass ; and, notwitbstandiug a 
Strict examination {it every point, discovered no accessible part 
for attack. It was three farsangs liigh, and forty wide ; and 
such a plaCc as was never before beheld by man. 
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CAFLTTRE of the BRAZEN FORTRESS, 
AND DEATH OF ARJASP. 


Tsfcndiytlr rctiirncfl from j'econnoitriiig the fortress with 
acnte feelings (^f sori’ow and despair. He was at last convinced 
that Kurngsar had spoken the truth ; for there seemed to he no 
. chunoc whatever of taking the place hy any stratagem he could 
invent. Revolving the enterprise seriously in his mind, he now 
hogan to rejamt of his folly, and the overweening confidence 
which hi'id led him to undertake the journey. Returning thus 
to his tent in a melancholy mood, he saw a Fakir sitting down 
on the road, and him hi: anxiously accosted. “ What may be 
the number of the gariison in this tort ? ” “ There are a 

hundred thousand veteran warriors iiv the service of Arjasp in 
the fort, with abundance of sniiplies of every kind, and streams 
of pure water, so that nothing is wanted to foil an enemy.” 
This was very unwelcome intelligence to Isfcmliyar, who now 
assembled his ofiicci’s to consider what was best to bo done. 
Tliey all agreed that the reduction of the fortress was utterly 
impracticable, and that the safest course for him would be to 
return. Rut he could not bring himself to ac-quiesee in this 
measure, saying ; “ {.lod is almighty, and beneficent, and with 
him is the victory.” 1 le then reflected deeply and long, and 
finally determined uiion entering the fort disguised as a 
merchant. Having firet settled the mode of procoeding, he 
put Basl^iitan in temporary charge of the army, saying: 


“ This Brazen Foilress scorns all feats of amis, 
Nor swoixl nor spear, nor battle-axe, can here 
Be wielded to advantage; sti-atagem 
Must be employed, or we shall never gain 
Tosscssion of its wide-extended walls, 

Tlacing my confidence in God alone 
I go with rich and curious wares for sale, 

To take the credulous people by surprise, 
Under the semblance of a peaceful merc^nt.” 


Isfendiydr then directed a hundred dromedaries tc be collected, 
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and when they were brought to him he disposed of them in the 
following manner. He loaded ten with embroidered cloths, 
five with rubies and sai)f)liivc*s, and five more with pearls and 
other precious jcAvels. ^ Upon each of the remaining eighty he 
Ijlaced two chests, and in each chest a waiTior was secreted, 
making in all one hundred and sixty ; and one Imndred more 
were disposed as camel-drivers and servants. l"hus the whole 
force, consisting of a hundred dromedaries and two hundred 
and sixty warriors, set off towards the Brazen Fortress, Isfcndiyi'ir 
bavins: first intimated to his brother Bashutan to mandi with 
his army direct to the gates of the fort, as soon as he saw a 
column of flame and smoke ascend fi’om the interior. Ou the 
way they gave out that they were merchants come with valuable 
goods from Persia, and hoped for custom. The tidings bf 
travellers ha^'ing arriv’cd with rubies and gold-ombroidercd 
garments for sale, soon reached the ears of Arj:ls]i, the king, 
who immediately gave them permission to enter the fort. When 
Isfendiyiir, the reputed master of the caravan, had got within 
the walls, he said that he had brought rich presents for the 
ffing, and requested to be introdmjcd to him in person. He 
was accordingly allowed to take the presents himself, was^ 
received with distinguished attention, and having stated his 
name to be Kherild, was invited to go to the royal palace, 
whenever, and as often as, he miglit please. At one of the 
interviews the king asked him, as he had come from Persia, if 
he knew \jhethcr the i'ei)ort was true or not that Kurugsar had 
bcenj)ut to death, and what Gushtfisp and Jsfendiyar were 
engaged upon. The hero in disguise rtqdied that it'Was live 
months since he left Persia ; but hchad'heard on the rogd from 
many persons that Isfendiyar intended proceeding by the way 
®f the Heft-khan with a vast amiy, towards the Brazen Foi’tress. 
At these words Arjilsp smiled in derision, and said: “Ah! 
ah ! by that way even the winged tribe arc afraid to venture ; 
and if Isfendiyar had a thousand lives, he would lose them all in 
any attempt to accomplish that jounicy.” After this interview 
Islondiyar daily continued to attend to the sale of his merchandise, 
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and 800 IJ found that his sisters were employed in the degrading 
office of drawing and carrying water for the kitchen of Arjasp. 
When they heard that a caravan had arrived from Inin, tliey 
went to Isfendiyar (avIio recognized thein^at a distance, hut hid 
his face tliat they might not know him), to inquire what 
tidings lie had brought about their father and brother. 
Alarmed at the hazard of discovery, he replied that he knew 
nothing, and desired them to depart; but they remained, and said: 
“ On thy return to Iran, at least, let it be known that here we are, 
two daughters of Gushtas]), reduced to the basest servitude, and 
neither father nor brother takes compassion upoti our distresses. 

Whilst with bare hojid, and naked feet, we toil, 

They pass thuir time in peace and happiness, 

Ilcjjardlcss of the misery wc endure.’* 

Isfendiyar again, in assumed auger, told them to depart, 
saying : “ Talk not to me of Gushblsp and Isfendiyar—what 
have I to do with them ? ” At that moment the sound of his 
voice was recognized by the elder sister, who, in a transport of 
joy, instantly communicated her discovery to the younger; bu« 
they kept the secret till night, and then they returned to com¬ 
mune with their br()ther. Isfeudiyiir finding that he was 
known, acknowledged himself, and informed them that he had 
undertaken to restore them to liberty, and that he was now 
engaged in the enterprise, opposing every obstacle in his way ; 
but it was necessary that they should continue their usual 
labour at the wells, till a fitting opportunity occurred* 

For the purpose of accelerating the moment of release, 
Isfendiysfr represented ^to the king that at period of great 
adversity, he had made a vow that he would give a splendid 
banquet if ever Heaven again smiled upon him, and as lie thc^ 
was in the way to pvosiierity, and wished to fulfil his vow, he 
hoped that his majesty would honour him with his presence on 
the occasion. The king accepted the invitation with satis¬ 
faction, and. said : “ To-morrow I will he thy guest., at tliy own 
house, and with all mj warriors and soldiers.” But this did 
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not suit the scheme of the pretended merchant, who apologised 
on account of his house being too small, and proposed that the 
feast should be held upon the loftiest part of the fortress, where 
spacious tents and pavilions might be erected for the purpcjse, 
and a large fire lighted to give splendour to tlic scene. The 
king assented, and every requisite prepiiration being niiide, all 
the royal and wamor guests assembled in tl’.T^ morning, and 
eagerly partook of the rich viands set liefoi-e them, d'hey all 
drank wine with such relish and delight, that they soon became 
intoxicated, and Khcnid seizing the 0 ])portimity, ordered the 
logs of wood which had been collected, to bo set on fire, and 
rapidly the smoke and flame sprung up, and ase.endcd to t he 
sky. Bashiitan saw the looked-for sign, and hastened with two 
thousand horsemen to the gates of the fortress, Avhere he slew 
every one that he met, calling himself Isfendiyar. ArjiLsp had 
enjoyed the banquet exceedingly ; the mxisic gave him infinite 
pleasure, and the wine had intoxicated him ; but in the midst 
of his hilarity and merriment, he was told that Tsfendiyilr had 
reached the gates, and entered the fort, killing immense 
numbers of his people. This terrible intelligence roused him 
and quitting the festive board of Khcrad, he ordered his son 
Kahram, with fifty thousand horsemen, to repel the invad''’*. 
ITe also ordered forty thousand horsemen to protect different 
parts of the walls, and ten thousand to remain as his own 
personal guard. Kahram accordingly issued forth without 
delay, and soon engaged in battle with the force under 
Bashiitan? 

Wlien night came, Isfendiyslr opened the lids of tlsaichests, 
and let out the hundred and sixty waia^-iors, whom ho supplied 
with swords and spears, and armour, and also the hundred who 
were disguised as camel-diivers and servants. 

With this bold band he sped, 

Whither Arjdsp had lied; 

And all who fought around, 

To keep untouched that sacred ground; 

(itcsistance weak and vain,) « 

By him were quickly slain. 
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The sisl;ers of Isfendiyflr now arrived, and pointed out to 
him the chamber of Arjils]), to which place he immediately 
repaired, and roused up the kiiij?, wlio almost insensible with 
the fumes of wine. Arjiisp, however, sprang upon his feet, 

Aii(i fn'^^'PPlcd stoutly with Isfendiydr, 

Aii(l (Ipspcmtc was tho conflict: head and loins 
Alturimtely received deep f;apinj:j wounds 
Kroiu ^vord and daj'j^er, \V(‘aried out at length, 

Arjii'^p slirinik back, when with one mighty blow, 

Isl'ciidiyar, exulting in his power, 

(.'left him asunder. 

Two of the wives, two dang]itci*s, and one sifter of Arjasp 
fell immediately into the hands of the conqueror, who delivered 
them into the custody of his son, to be conveyed home. He 
tlien quitted the palace, and turning his slops towards the gates 
of the fortress, sIcav a great number of tlui enemy, 

Kahnim, in tljc meantime had been fiercely engaged with 
Bashutan, and was extremely rcdiused. At the very moment 
Loo of his discomfiture, be beard ibc watchmen call out aloud 
that Arjtisp had been slain by Khorad. Confounded and 
alarmed by these tidings, he approfichod the fort, where he 
liciu’d the confirmation of his luisfortnnc from cveiy moiitli, 
and also that the garrison bad been put to the sword. Leading 
ou the remainder of his troops he now came in contact with 
Ifi.' indiyar and his two hundred and sixty warriors, aud a shai'p 
engagement ensued ; but the coming up of Bashiitan’s force on 
his rear, placed him in such u prcdicinncut on every side, that 
defeat and destruction were almost inevitable. In shorty 
ICabraip^was left with only a few of his soldiers near him, when 
Isfemliyar, observing his situation, challenged him to personal 
combat, and the challenge was accepted. 

So closely did the eager warriors close, 

They seemed togetbor joined, and hut one«nian. 

At lost Isfcndiydr seized Kahrum^s girth, 

And flung him to the ground, and bound his hands : 

And as a leaf is severed from its stalk, 

So he the head cleft from its quivering tmnk ; 

Thu8«onc blow wins, and takes away a throne. 

Ill battle heads arc trodden under hoofs, 

Cmwas under heada 
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After the death of Kahram, Isfendiyav issued a proclamation, 
offering full pardon to all who would unite under his banners. 
They had no king; * 

The 001111117 half no throne, no crown. Alas I 
Whixfc is tlie world without a governor, 

What, but a headless trunk? A thing more worthless 
Thau the vile dust upon the common road. 

What could the people do in thoir despair ? 

They, were obedient, and IsfcndiyAr 
Kneouraged them with kind and gentle words, 

Fitting a generous and a prudent master. 


Having first written to his father an account of tlic great 
victory wliich he had gained, he occnjiicd himself in reducing 
all the surrounding provinces and tlieir inhabitants to sub¬ 
jection. Those people who continued hostile to him lie deemed 
it necessary to put to.deabh. He took all the women of Arjilsp 
into his own service, and their daughters he presented to his 
own sons. 


Not a warrior of Chin remained; 

'I’he king of TiiiAn was swept away ; 

And the realm where in pomp he luid reigned. 
Whore ho basked in prosperity’s ray, 

Was sjwiled by the conqueror’s brand, 

Desolation marked every scene, 

And a stranger now govcined the mountainous land, 
Where the splendour of Poshang had been. 

Not a dirhem of treasure was left; 

For iiothing eluded the conqueror’s grasp; 

Of all was the royal pavilion bereft; 

All followed the fate of Arjdsp I 


When Gushtasp received infoi-mation of this mighty cdhquest, 
he sent orders to Isfendiydr to continue in the government of the 
tiew empire; but the prince replied that he had settled the 
country, and was anxious to sec his father. This request being 
pennitted,'hc was desired to bring away all the immense booty, 
and return by the road of the Pleft-khan. Arriving at the 
place where he was overtaken by the dreadful winfer-storm, he 
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again found all the ])roporty he had lost under the drifts ot 
snow; and when he had accomplislied his journey, ho Avas 
received witli the waiauest welcome ifiid congratulations, on 
account of his extraordinary successes. A royal feast was 
prepared, and the king filled his son’s goblet with wine so re¬ 
peatedly, and d\’ank himself so frequently, and with such zest, 
that both of them at length became intoxicated. Gushhlsp then 
asked Isfcndiyar to describe to him the purticulai’s of his ex¬ 
pedition by the road of the lleft-khaii; for though he had 
heard the story from others, he wished to have it from his own 
mouth. But Isfeudiyjir replied: “ Wc have both drank too 
much wine, and nothing good can proceed from a drunken 
man; I will recite my adventures to-moiTow, when my head is 
clear.” The next day Gushtilsp, seated upon his throne, and 
Isfcndiyar placed before him on a golden chair, again asked for 
the prince’s description of his triumphant progress by the Heft- 
khan, and according to his wish eveiy incident that merited 
notice was faithfully detailed to him. The king expressed great 
pleasure at the conclusion ; but envy and suspicion lurked in 
his breast, and Avrithiug internally like a serpent, he still de¬ 
layed fulfilling his promise to invest Isfendiyiir, upon the 
overthroAV of Arjiisp, with the sovereignty of Iran. 

The prince could not fail to observe the changed disposition 
of his father, and privately went to Kitabun, his mother, 
to whom ho related the solemn promise and engagement 
of Gushtslsp, and requested her to go to him, and say: “ Thou 
hast given thy royal Avord to Isfendiyiir, that Avhen he had 
conquered and slain Arjasp, and restored his own sisters to 
liberty, thou wouldst place upon his head the croAvii of Inin ; 
faitli and honour are indispensable in princes, they are in¬ 
culcated by religion, and yet thou hast failed to make good 
thy word.” But the mother had more pi'udcncc, and said: 

Let me giAX thee timely counsel, and breathe not a syllable to 
any one on the subject. God forbid that thou shouldst again 
be thrown into prison, and confined in chains. Recollect thine 
is the succession ; the army is in thy favour ; thy father is old 
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md infirm. Have a little patience, and in the end thou wilt 
ondoubtedly be the King of Persia. 

The Kold and jewels, the imperial sway, 

The crown, the throne, the army, all he owns, 

Will presently be thine ; then wait in patience, 

And reign, in time, the monarch of the World.” 

lafeiidiyar, however, was not contented with his mother’s 
counsel, and suspecting that she would communicate to the 
king what h(^ had said, ho one day, as if under the influence of 
wine, thus addressed his father: “ In what way have I failed 
to accomplish thy wishes ? Have I not performed such actions 
as never were heard of, and never will be performed again,, in 
furtherance of thy glory ? I have overthrown tliy greatest 
enemy, and supported thy honour with ceaseless toil and 
exertion. Is it not then incumbent on thee to fallil thy 
promise ? ” (lushtasp replied : “ Do not be impatient—the 
throne is thine ; ” bub he was deeply irritated at heart on being 
thus reproached by his own son. When ho retired he (jonsulted 
with Jamiisp, and Avas anxious to know what the stars foretold. 
The answer ivas : “ He is of exalted fortune, of high destiry ; 
he will overcome all his enemies, and finally obtain the Sove¬ 
reignty of the heft-aklim, or seven climes.” This favourable 
prophecy aggravated the spleen of the father against the sou, 
and he inquired with bitter and unnatural enriosity : “ What 
will be hi| death ? Look to that.” 

“ A deadly dart from Rustem's Iww, 

Will lay the glorious warriar low." 

Thestf tidings gladdened the heart of Gushtdsp, and he said: 

If this miscreant had been slain in his expedition to the 
Brazen Fortress I should not now have been insulted witli. his 
claim to my throne.” The king then having resolved upon a 
scheme of deep dissimulation, ordered a gorgeous l^p,nquet, and 
invited to it all his relations and warriors; and when the 
guests were assembled he said to Isfendiyar: ** The crown and 
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the throne are thine; indeed, who is there so w’cll qualified for 
imperial sway ? ” and turning to his wamors, he spoke of him 
with praise and admiration, and added : “ When I was enter¬ 
ing upon the Avar against Arji'isp, before I quitted Sistiin, I said 
to Kustem: ‘My father Lohurasp is killed, my wife and 
children made pi-isoncrs, wilt thou assist me in punishing the 
murderer and oppressor ? ’ but he excused himself, and re¬ 
mained at home, and although I have since been involved in 
numberless perils, ho has not once by inquiry shewm himself 
interested in my behalf ; in short, he boasts tliat Kai-khosraa 
gave him the principalities of Zabul and Ivabul, and Nira-rnz, 
and that ho owes no allegiance to me ! It beliovcs mo, there¬ 
fore, to depute Tsfeiidiyar to go and put him to death, or 
bring him before me in bonds aliA-c. After that I shall have 
no enemy to be revenged upon, and I shall retire from the 
Avorld, and leave to Isfendiyar the crown and the throne of 
Persia, with confidence and satisfaction.” All tlic nobles and 
heroes present approved of the measure, and the king, gratified 
by their approbation, then turned to fsfendiyfir, and said: “ I 
have sworn on the Zendavesta, to relinquish my power, and 
place it in thy hands, as soon as Rustem is subdued. Take what¬ 
ever force the important occasion may require, f(jr the whole 
resources of the empire shall be at thy command.” But Isfen- 
diyjlr thus replied: “ Remember tlie first time I defeated 
Arjasp—W'hat was my reward ? Throngh the machinations of 
Guraam I Avas throAvu into prison and chained. And what is 
my reward iioav that I have slain both Arjasp and his sen in 
battle ? Thy solemn proniise to me is forgotten, or disregarded. 
The prince who forgets one promise will forget another, if it be 
convenient for his purpose. 

Whenever the Hcft-khnn is brought to mind, 

I feel a sense of horror. But why should I 
Repeat the story of those great exploits I 
God is my witness, how I slew the wolf, 

The lion, and the dragon ; how I punished 
That fell enchantress with her tlumsarid wiles; 

And how I suffered, the storm of snow, 

Which almost froze the blood within my veins s 
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And how that vast unfathomable deep 
We crossed Bccurcly. These ai*c deeds wliieli wakiMi 
Wonder and praise in othej*s, not in thor ! 

The treasure which I captured now is thine ; 

And what islny reward?—the interest, sorrow, 

Tlius am I chcjjUH .1 of my recompense. 

It is the custom for f»rcat kings to keep 
Religiously their pledged, affianced word ; 

But thou hast broken thine, despite of honouf, 

t do remember in thy early youth, 

Tt was in Riim, thou didst perform a feat 
Of gallant daring; for thou didst destroy 
A dragon and a wolf, })ut thou didst bear 
Thystif most proudly, tin' iking human arm 
Never before had done a deed so migljty ; 

Yes, thou wort proud and vain, and stunned exallotl 
Up to the Heavens ; and for that noble act 
What did tliy father do Tiie king for ilial 
Gave thee with joyous heart liis crown and throne. 

Now mark the diiTerouee ; think what 1 1ul\c done, 

What ])cril8 T sustained, and for thy sake 1 
Thy foes T vanquished, cleaving from thy mind 
The gnawing rust of trouble and aflliction. 

Monsters I slew, mluecd the lbu/.en Fortress, 

And laid Arjasp’s whole empire at thy feet, 

And wliat was my rcwaixl ? Neglect and stiorn. 

I)i<l T deserve this at a fatlicFs hands ? ” 

Gushtiisp remiiined unmoved by tliis sharp rebnke, though 
ho readily acknowledged its justice. “ The crown shall be 
thine,” said he, “but consider my position. Think, too, what 
services Zal and Rustem performed for Kai-khosrau, and 
shall I expect less from my own son, gifted as he is with a form 
of brass,imid the most prodigious valour ? Forbid it. Heaven ! 
that, any rumour of our difference should get abroad in the 
world, which would redound to the dishonour of both I Nearly 
half of Iran is in the possession of Itiistein.” “Givi^me the 
crown,4^ said Isfcndiydr, “and I will immediately proceed 
against the Zdbu^ champion.” “ I have given thee both the 
irown and the throne, take with thee my Avhole army, and all 
my treasili'C.—What wouldst thou have more ? He who has 
conquered the terrific obstacles of the Hcff-khan, and lias slain 
Arjiisp and subdued his entire kingdom, can havfi no cause to 



THE snlH nImeh. 


294 

fear the prowess of Rustem, or any other chief.” Isfendiyjif 
replied that he had no fear of Rustem's prowess ; he was now 
old, and therefore not equal to himself in strength 9 still he 
had no wish to oppose him; 

Ff>r )ie lias been tbe monitor and friend 

Of our Kaylnian ancestors ; his care 

Enriched their minds, and taught them to be brave ; 

Ami ho was ever faithful to their cause, 
llesidcs,” said bo, “ thou wert the honoured guest 
Of Rustem two long years ; and at HlstAii 
ICnjoyed liis hospitality and fi'iciulsliip, 

His festive, social iioard ; and cansl tiiou now. 

Forgetting that dcliglitful intercourse, 

Become his bitterest foe ? 


(lushtasp replied: 

“ ’Tis true he may have served my ancestors ; 
Ihit what is that to me ? JIis spirit is proud, 
And he refused to yield me needful aid 
Wlieii danger pressed ; that is enough, and thou 
Canst not divert me from my settled purpose, 

Thcndorc, if Ihy aim be still 
To rule, thy fathers wish fulfil; 

Quickly trace the distant road ; 

Qnic.k invade the chief's abode ; 

Rind his foot, and bind his hands 
In a captive’s galling bands ; 

Bring him here, that all may know 
Thou hast quelled the mighty foe," 


But Ififciidiyilr was still reluctant, and implored him to 
rcliuquishchis design. 


“ For if resolved, a gloomy cloud 
"Will quickly all tliy glories diroud, 

And dim thy brilliant throne ; 

I would not thus aspire to irngn, 

Bui Hither, free from crime, remain 
Sequestered and alone." 

Again Gushtilsp spoke, and said; “There is no necessity 
for any further delay. Thou art appointed my successor, aud 
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the crown and the throne are thine ; thou hast therefore only to 
march to the scene of action, and accoinplish tlio object of the 
war.” Hearin" this, Isfeivdiysir sullenly retired to his own 
house, and Gushtiisp, f)cveeiving that he was in an augi7 mood, 
requested Jaimisp (his minister) to asoerLain Ihe state of his 
mind, and wlieHicr he intended to proceed to* Sistiiu or not. 
Jaimisp immediately Avoiit, and Isfiuidiyar asked liim, as his 
friend, what he would advise. “The commands of a father,” 
he replied, “ must be obeyed.” There was now no remedy, and 
the king being informed that the prince consented to under¬ 
take the expedition, no further discussion took ]>lace. 

But Kitabiin was deeply aflPocted when she heai'd of these 
jiroceedings, and repaired instantly to lier son, to represent to 
him the hopelessness of the enterprise he liad engaged to 
conduct. 


“A mntlicr’a coiinsol is a cjoldtiii ircasuro ; 
Consider well, iuiil lisUin imjI. to folly, 
liustein, the champion of tlui world, will never 
Hiiffcr liiinsclE to be confined in botids. 
l^id l»c not coiKpier the White Demon, fill 
'J’hc world Avitli Idood, in fcrrildc revenge, 
‘When Saidwush was by AfrAsiydb 
Cruelly slain ? 0 , cui-scs on tlie throne, 

And ruin seize the country, which i*eturn8 
Evil for good, and epiirna its bencfaclor. 
Restrain thy steps, engage not in tliis war ; 

It cannot do thee honour. Hear my voice I 
Hear the safe counsel of thy anxious mother I 
For Rustem still can conquer all the ivorld.” 
Thus spoke Kitabi'in, shedding oca.s(‘l(‘Ss tears j 
And thus Isfendiydr : “ I fear not Rnsfcm ; 

I fear not his prodigious power nnd skill; 

But never can I on so great a hero 
Place ignominious bonds ; it must not be. 

Yet, mother dear, my faithful word is plcflgcd ; 
My word Jamdsp has taken to the king. 

And I ifust follow where my fortune leads.” 


The next morning Isfendiyir took leave of the king, and 
witli a vast army, and immense treasure, commenced his march 
towards Bistdn. It happened that one of the camds in advance 
laid down, and though beaten severely, could not be made to 
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get up on its legs. Tsfcudiydv, seeing the obstinacy of the 
animal, ordered it to Ix! killed, and passed on. The i)eople, 
however, interpreted the accident as a had omen, and wished 
him not t*5 proceed ; but he could*not aWend to their sugges¬ 
tions, as he thought the king would look upon it as a mere 
pretence, and therefore continued his journey. 

When ho approached Ststdn, he sent'Bahman, his oldest 
son, to Rustem, Avitli a flattering messirge, to induce the 
champion to honour him with an istakbal, or dejmtation to 
receive him. Upon Bahman’s arrival, however, he hesitated 
and delayed, being reluctant to give a direct answtir ; but Zal 
inter])osed, saying: “Why not immediately wait upon the 
prince ?—have wc not always been devoted to the Kaianiau 
dynasty ?—Go and bring him hither, that we may tender him 
our allegiance, and entertain him at our mansion as becomes 
his illustrious birth.” Accordingly Rustem went out to Avelcome 
Isfondiyar, and aligliting from Rakush, proceeded respectfully 
on foot to embrace him. He then in^'ited him to his liouse, 
but Isfendiyslr said : “ So strict are my father’s commands, 
that after having seen thee, I am not permitted to delay my 
departure.” Rustem, however, pressed him to remain witli 
him, but all in vain. On the contrary the prince artfully 
conducted him to his own quarters, where he addressed him 
thus : “ If thou wilt allow me to bind thee, hand and foot, 
in chains, I Avill convey thee to the king my father, whose 
humour it is to sec thee once in fetters, and then to release 
thee! ” Rustem was silent. Again isfendivir said : “ If thou 
art not disposed to comply with this demand, go thy ways.” 
Rustem replied: “ First’ bo my guest, as thy father once was, 
and after that I Avill conform to thy will.” Again th^ prince 
said : “ My father visited thee under other circumstances j 
I have come for a different purpose. If I eat thy bread and 
salt, and after that thou shouldst refuse thy acquiescence, I 
must have recourse to foi’ce. But if I become thy guest, how 
can I in honour flght with thee ? and if I do not take thee 
bound into my father’s presence, according to his command, 
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what answer shall I give to him ? ” “ T'or the same reason,” 
said Rustem; “ how can I eat thy bread and salt ? ” Islcn- 
diyav then replied : “Thou needest not eat my bread and salt, 
but only drink wine.*—Hring thy own pure ruby.” To this 
Rustem agreed, and they drank, each his own wine, together. 

In a short space Rustem observed that he wished to consult 
his father Zal; and being allowed to depart, he, on his return 
home, described in strong terms of admiration the personal 
appearance and mental qualities of Isfeudiyar. 

“ Til wisdom ripe, and with a form 
or ln-ass to inoet tlu; liattle-Klorin. 

Thou wouldst confess liis every boon, 

Had been denved from Foiidi’in/' 


Bashdtan in the meanwhile observed to his brother, with some 
degree of dissatisfaction, that liis enciny had eojne into his 
power, on his own feet too, but Jiad been strangely permitted 
to go away again. To this gentle rei)i*oof Jsfendiyar con¬ 
fidently replied, “ If he does fail to return, I will go and secure 
Rim iu bonds, even in his own house.”—“Ah ! ” said Bashutan, 
“ that might be done by gentleness, hut not by force, for the 
descendant of Siim, the ehami)iou of the world, is not to ! 2 
subdued so easily.” These words had a pjwei ful eflect upon 
the mind of Jsfendiyar, and he heeame ai)j)i'ehcnsivc that 
Rustem would not return ; but w'hi].st he was still murmuring 
at his 0^™ want of vigilance, the r'l)ani])ion a])pcai'ed, and at 
this second interview repeated his desin; that the prince would 
become his guest. “ 1 am sent here by rny lather, ^0 relics 
upon thy accepting his proilered hwsjiitality.”—“ Tljpt may 
he,” saijJ Isfeudiyar, “ but I am at my utmost limit, I cannot 
•go farther. From this place, therefore, thou luidst hotter 
prepare to accompany me to Iran.” Here Rustem paused, and 
at length artfully began to enumerate his various achievements, 
and to blazon his own name. 

% 

“ I fettered fast the emperor of Chin, 

And broke the enchantment of the Seven Klmns; 
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I stood the guardian of the Persian kings. 

Their shield in danger. I have cleared the world 
Of all their foes, enduring pain and toil 
Incalculable. Such exploits for thee 
Will I achieve, snch sulfcrings will I bear, 
j\iui hence wo oflFor thee a social w^clboine. 

Put l(*t not dark suspicion cloud thy mind, 

"Nor think thyself exalted as the heavens, 

Jjccaifse T ihiis jn'''ile thee to our homo.” 

Istendiyar fclb so intlignant and irritated by this apparent 
boasting and self-sufficicnoy of llustom, that his first impulse 
was to cast a dagger at liim ; hnt he kept down Jiis wrath, and 
satisfied liimself with giving him a seornfid glance, and telling 
him to take a scat on his left Iiand, But Eiistem resented 
this affront, saying that he never yet laid sat down on the left 
of any king, and jilaced himself, witliout permission, on the 
right hand of Isfendiyilr. The nnfavoursihle impression on 
the prince’s mind was increased by this independent conduct, 
and he w'as provoked to say to him, “ Rustem ! I have heard 
that Zal, thy father, was of demon extraction, and that Sam cast 
liiin into the desert because of his disgusting and ahominable 
appearance ; that e\ eii the himgj-y Simurgh, on the same 
aecouiit, forcborc to feed n])Ou him, but conveyed him to her 
nest among her own young ones, who pitying his wretched 
condition, BU])j)licd him with part of the caiTion they were 
uceiistomed to devour. Naked and filthy, he is thus said to 
have subsisted on garbage, till Sam was induced to commiserate 
his wretchedness, and take him to Sistdn, where, by the indul¬ 
gence of his family and royal bounty, he was instructed in 
human manners and human science.” This was a reproach and 
an iiiBU-it too bitiug foi' Rustem to bear with any degree of 
patience, and frowning with strong indignation, he said, “ Thy 
father knows, and thy grandfather well know that Zsil was the 
son of S^m, and Silin of Narimdn, and that Nariman was 
descended from Husheng. Thou and I, therefore, have the 
sfime origin. Besides, on my mother’s side, I am descended 
from Zohak,«o that by both paixints I am of a race of princes, 
^owesj; thou uot that the JrsiLuian empire was fo;* some time 
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in my hands, and that 1 refused to retain it, though urged 
by tlie nobles and tlie army to exorcise the functions of 
royalty ? It was my sonfcc of justice, and atUichmcut to the 
Kills and to thy family^ which have enabled thee to possess thy 
present dignity and command. It is through my fidelity 
and zeal that thou art now in a situation to re{)roach me. 
Thou hast slain one king, Arjiisp, how many kings have 1 
slain ? Did I not conquer Afrjisiyilb, the greatest and bravest 
king that ever ruled over Q^iriin ? And did \ not also snhdne 
the king of Haniiivcriin, and the Kliakiin of Chin ? Kuus, tliy 
own ancestor, \ released ft'om tJie demons of Maziiiderdii. I 
slew the AVhite Demon, and the tremendous giant, Akwiiii 
Diw. Can thy insignificant exploits lie eoin]>ared with mine ? 
Never ! ” Itustcui’s vehemence, and the disdainiiil tone of his 
voice, exasperated still more the feelings of Isfcndiydr, who 
however recollected that he was under his roof, otherwise he 
would have avenged himself instantly on Llie spot. Itcstraining 
his anger, he then said softly to him, “Wherefore dost tliou 
raise thy voice so higli ? b'or though tliy head bo exalted to 
tlfb skies, thou wort, and still art, but a dependent on the Kiils. 
And was thy Ilcft-khan equal in terrible danger to mine ? Was 
the captuixs of Mazindenin equal in valorous exertion to tl. . 
capture of the Brazen Fortress ? And did 1 not, by the power 
of my sword, diffuse throughout the world the blessings of iny 
own religion, the faith of the fire-worsliippcr, w'hich was derived 
from Heaven itself ? Thou hast performed the duties of a 
Avarrior and a servant, whilst I have performed the holy. 
functions of a sovereign and a prophet ! ” liustcm, iii«rcply, 
said: 

thy Heft-khan thou hadst twelve thousand men 
Completely aimed, with ample stores and treasure, 

Whilst Rakush and my sw'oAl, my conquering sword, 

Where all the aid I had, and all 1 sought, 

In that prodigious enterprizc of mine. 

Two sisters thou released—no arduous task, 

Whilst T recovered from the demon’s grasp 
The mighty Kdils, and the monsters slew, 

Boaiii^ like thunder in their d iamal cavea 
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This great cxjiloifc my single arm achieved; 

And when Kai-khosrau gave the regal crown 
To LohurAsp, the warriors were inpensed, 

And deemed J^'iibui'z, KaAs's valiant sou, 

I'Mtlcst by birtli to rule,- My sire and I 
lOspouscd the cause of Lohu^sp; cls(: he 
Had never sat upon the thi-onc, nor thou 
lk*en here to treat with scorn thy benefactor. 

And now Giishtasp, with foul ingmtitiulc, 

Would bind me bund and foot! But who on earth 
(lull do that office'/ 1 am not accustomed 

To hear harsh terms, and cannot brook their sting, 

'Dierefore desist. Once in Kuus’s court. 

When I Avas moved to anger, I poured out 
UjK)n him words of bitterest scorn and mge, 

Ami tlioiigh surrounded by a thousand chiefs, 

Xot one attempted to repress my fury, 

Not one, but all stood silent and amazed.” 

“ Smooth that indignant brow,” the prince replied 
‘•And measure not mj courage nor my strength 
AViih tliat of KAi'is ; had ho nerve like mine I 
Thou mightst have kept the timorous king in awe, 

But I am comii myself to fetter thcr / ” 

So saying, ho the hand of Itustcm graspwl, 

And wrung it so intensely, that the champion 
Felt inwanlly surprised, but careless said, 

*• The time is not yet come for us to try 
Our poAver in battle.” Then Isfendiyar 
Dropped ilustem’s liaud, anti spoke, “ To-day lot wine 
' Tnspirc our lu'urts, and on the ILeld to-moiTo\v 
Be ours tlic strife, with battle-axe and sword, 

And my lirst aim shall be to bind thee fast, 

And shew ihec to my troops, Itustcm in fetters I ” 

Al this the champion smiled, and thus exclaimed, 

** Wlierc liast thou seen the deeds of warriors brave? 

Where hast thou heaid the clash of mace and sAvoxd 
Wieddod by men of valour ? I to-morrow 
AViil take thee in my arms, and straight convey thee 
^ 'I'o XAl, and place thee on t!ie ivory thi-onc, 

And on thy head a crown of gold shall glitter. 

The treasury 1 will open, and our troops 
l^hull tight for thco, and I will gird my loins 
As they were girt for thy bold ancestors'; 

And when thou art the chosen king, and I 
Thy warrior-chiof, the Avorld Avill be thy own ; 

No other sovereign need attemijt to reign,” 

( 

So much time has been spent in vain-boasting, and ex- 
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travagant self-praise,” rejoined Isfendiydr, that the day is 

V 

nearly done, and I am hungry ; lot us therefore take soma 
refreshment together.” Rustem’s appetite being equally keen, 
the board was spread, pnd every disli that was brought to him 
he emptied at oiicc, as if at one swallow ; then he threw aside 
the goblets, and called for the large flagon that lie might drink 
his fill without stint. When he had finished several dishes and 
as many flagons of wine, ho paused, and Isleudiyar and the 
assembled chiefs were astonished at the quantity he hiul 
devoured. Hq now prepared to depart, and the prince sjiid 
to him, “ Go and consult with thy father : if thou art contented 
to be bound, well; if not, thou wilt have cause to reijciit, ftw 
1 will aissuredly attend to the commands of (lushtslsp.”— 
“ Do thou also consult with thy brethren and friends,” replied 
Rustem, “ whether tliou wilt be our guest to-mori’ow, or not; if 
not, come to this place before sunrise, that we may decide our 
differences in battle.” Isfeudiyar said, “ My most anxious 
desire, my wish to heaven, is to meet thee, for t shall have no 
difficulty in binding thee hand and foot. I would indeed 
willingly convey tlicc without fetters to my father, but if I did 
so, he would say that I was unable to put thee iu bonds, and 
that would disgrace my name.” Rustem observed that ii.e 
immense number of men and demons be had contended against 
was as nothing in the balance of his mind compared with the 
painful subject of his present thoughts and fears. Ho was 
ready to qpgage, but afraid of meriting a bad name. 

“ If in the battle thou art slain by rae? 

Will not my check turn pale amoii^ the princes 
Of the KaiAnian race, liavinj' cat oiP 
A lovely branch of that illustrious tree 7 
will not repifiaches hang upon my name 
When 1 am dead, and shall I not be cuificd 
For i^crpctiating such a horrid deed ? 

Thy fattier, too, is old, and near his end, 

And thou upon the eve of being crowned ; 

But in thy heai*t thou knowest that 1 proffered, 

And proffer my allegiance and devotion, 

And would avoid the conflict. Saiv, th}- father 
Is practising some trick, some foul deception. 
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To urge thcc on to an untimely death, 

To rid liimself of some unnatural fear, 

He stoops to an unnatural, treacherous act, 

For 1 have ever been the firm support 
Of crown and throne, and perfectly he knows 
No mort-at ever conquered me in battle, 

None ever from my sword escaped his life.” 

Then spoke IsfendiyAr : “ Thou wouldst be generous 
And bear a spothjss name, and iarnisli mine ; 

But I am not to be deceived by thee : 

Tn fetters thou must go 1 ” Kustem replied : 

“ Banish that idle fancy from tliy brain; 

Dream not of things impossible, for death 
Ts busy with thee ; pause, or thou wilt die.” 

“ No more 1 ” exclaimed the priiiee, “ no more of this, 
Nor seek to frighten me with threatening words ; 

Go, and to-mori‘nw bring with thee thy friends, 

Thy father and thy brother, to behold 
With their own eyes thy downfall, and lament 
Tn sorrow over thy impending fate.” 

“ So let it be,” said llustcm, and at once 
Mounted his noble hoi’sc, and hastened home. 


The champion immediately requested his father’s permission 
to go and fight Isfendiytlr the following day, bnt the old mai^ 
recommended reconciliation and peace. “ That cannot be,” 
said Rustem, “ for he has reviled thcc so severely, and heaped 
upon me so many indignities, that my iiatience is exhausted, 
and the contest unavoidable.” Tn the morning Zal, weeping 
bitterly, tied on Rustem’s armour himself, and in an agony of 
grief, said: “If thou shoiildst kill Isfondiyar, thy name wdll 
be rendered infomous throughout the world; and if thou 
shouldst be killed, Sistin will be prostrate in the dust, and cx- 
tinguisfied for ever! My heart shudders at the thoughts of 
this baitlc, but there is no remedy.” Rustem said to him: 
“ Put thy trust in God, and be not sorrowful, for when I grasp 
my sword the head of the enemy is lost; but ipy desire is to take‘s 
Isfondiyar alive, and not to kill him. I would serve him, and 
not sever his head from his body.” Zdl was pleased with this 
determination, and rejoiced that there was a promise of a 
happy issue tb the engagement. 

In the morning Rustem arrayed himself in his war-attire. 
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Iiclmct and breast-plat6, and mounted Eakush, also aimed in 
his bargustuwan. His troops, too, were all assembled, and Zal 
appointed Ziiara to take charge of them, and be careful of bis 
brother on all ocoasioiis Svhere assistance might be necessary. 
The old man then prostrated himself in prayer, and said, “ 0 
God, turn from us all affliction, and vouchsafe to us a prosperous 
day.” Rustem being prepared for the struggle, directed Ziiara 
to wait ivith the troops at a distance, wliilst he went alone to 
meet Isfendiyar. When Bashiitan first saw liini, he thought he 
was coming to^oifer terms of peace, and said to Isfendiyar, “ He 
is eoming alone, and it is better that ho should go to tliy father 
of his own accord, than in bonds.”—“ But,” replied Isfendiyilr, 
“he is coming completely eipiippcd in mail—quick, bring me 
my ai*ms.”—“ Alas! ” rejoined Bashntan, “ thy brain is wild, 
and thou art resolved upon fighting. 'Fliis impetuous spirit 
will break my heart.” But Isfendiyar took no notice of the 
gentle rebuke. Presently he saw Rustem ascend a high place, 
and lieard his summons to single combat, lie then told his 
brother to keep at a distance with the army, and not to inter¬ 
fere till aid was positively reipiired. Insisting rigidly on these 
instructions, he mounted his night-black charger, and hastened 
towards Rustem, who now pro2)osed to him that they shoma 
wait awhile, and that in the mean time the two armies might 
be put in motion against each other. “ Though,” said he, “my 
men of Zabul are few, and thou hast a numerous host.” 

• This is a strange request,” replied the prince, 

“ Hut thou art all deceit and artifice; 

Mark thy position, lofty and cf)inrnat'dinprj 
And mine, beneath thee—in a spreading vale. 

Now, Heaven forbid Ibat I, in reclJlcss mood, 

^ Should give my valiant legions to destruction, 

And look unpitying on I No, I advance, 

Whoever mj^y oppose me; and if thou 
llequirest aid, select thy friend, and come, 

For I need none, save God, in battle—none." 

And Uustem said the same, ff^o* he required 
No human refuge, no support but Heaven. 

The battle rose, and numerous javelins wliizKcd 
Along the air, and helm and mail were bruibod; 



THE SHAH NAMEH. 




Spear fractured spear, and then with shining swords 
The strife went on, till, trenched with many a wound, 
They, too, snapped short. The battle-axe was next 
Wielded, in furious wrath; each bending forward 
Struck brain^bcwildering blows ; each tried in yarn 
To hurl the other from Ids fleTy horse. 

Wearied, at length, they stood apart to breathe 
Their chargers panting from excessive toil, 

Covered with foam and blood, and the strong armour, 
Of steed and rider rent. The combatants 
'I'lius paused, in mutual consternation lost. 


In the ineantime Ziiara, impatient at this delay, advanced 
towards the Iruniuns, and reproached them for their cowardice 
so severely, tliat Nushawer, the younger son of Isfendiyilr, felt 
ashamed, and immediately challenged the bj'avcst of the 
enemy to fight. Alwai, one of Rustem’s followers, came boldly 
forward, but his efforts only terminated in his discomfiture and 
death. After him came Zimra himself: 

Who galloped to the charge incensed, and, high 
Lifting his iron macc, upon the head 
Of bold Ntishitwer struck a furious blow, 

Which drove him from liia steed a lifeless coi*se. 

Seeing their gallant leader thus o’ertlirown, 

The troops in terror lied, and in their flight 
Thoiisiinds were slain, among them brave Mehrmis, 

Another kinsman of IsfcndiyAr, 

Bahman, obscrvijig the defeat and confusion of tho Inlnians, 
went iiumcdiatelj to his father, and told him that two of his 
own family were killed by the wai-riors of Zsibul, who had also 
attacked him and put his troops to the rout \\^ith great 
slaughter, isfendiyar was extremely iiTitated at this in¬ 
telligence, and called aloud to Rustem: “ Is treachery like this 
becoming in a warrior ? ” The champion being deeply con¬ 
cerned, shook like a branch, and swore by the head and life of 
the king, by the sun, and his own conquering sword, that he 
was ignorant of the event, and iimoceiit of what had been done. 
To prove what he said, he offered to bind in fetters his brother 
Zdara, who must have authorized the movement; and also to 
secure Feriimurz, who slew Mehruus, and deliver them over to 
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OushWsp, the fire-worshipper. "Nay,” said he, “I w'ill 
deliver over to thee my whole family, as well as my brother 
and son, and thou maye§t sacrifice them all as a punishment for 
having commenced the fight without permission.” IsfendiyAr 
replied: " Of what use would it be to sacrifice thy brother and 
thy son ? Would that restore my own to me ? No. Instead 
of them, I will put thee to deatli, therefore come on ! ” Ac¬ 
cordingly both simultaneously bent their bows, and shot tlujir 
arrows with the utmost rapidity ; but whilst Eustem’s made 
no impression, those of Isfendiyiir produced great efiect on the 
champion and his horse. So severely was Eakush wounded, 
that Eustem, when he perceived how much his favourite hoiw 
was exhausted, dismounted, ajid cmitinned to impel his an’ows 
against the enemy from behind his shield. But Eakush brooked 
not the dreadful storm, and galloped off unconscious that his 
master himself was in as bad a plight. When Zuara saw the 
noble animal, riderless, crossing the plain, he gasped for breath, 
and in an agony of grief hurried to the fatal spot, where he 
found Eustem desperately hurt, and the blood flowing copiously 
tli'om every wound. The champion observed, that though he 
was himself bleeding so much, not one drop of blood ap¬ 
peared to have issued from the veins of his antagonist. Ve 
was very weak, but succeeded in dragging himself up to his 
fomer position, when Isfendiyiir, smiling to see him thus, 
exclaimed : 

4 

jf Ts this the valiant Bustem, the roiiownod, 

Quitting the field of battle ? Where is now 

'J'he raging tiger, the victorious chief 7 

Was it from thee the Demons shrunk in (error, 

And did thj burning sword scar oat their hearts 7 
What has become of nil thy valour now 7 
Where is thy matchless mace, nud why art thou, 

The roanng lion, turned into a fox, 

An ariimal^f slyness, not of courage, 

Losing thy noble diameter and name ? 

Ziiara, when he came to Eustem, alighted and resigned his 
lioise to his brother; and placing an arrow on his bow-string, 
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wished himself to engage Isfondiyilr, who was ready to fight 
him, but Rustem cried, “ No, I have not yet done with thee.” 
IsfendiyAr replied: “ I know thee well, and all thy dissimula¬ 
tion, but nothing yet is accomplished. Come and consent to 
be fettered, or I must compel thee.” Rustem, however,, was 
not to be overcome, and he said: “ If I were really subdued by 
thee, I might a’grec to be bound like a vanquished slave ; but 
the day is now closing, to-morrow wo will resume the fight! ” 
Isfcndiyiir acquiesced, and they separated, Rustem going to his 
own tent, and the prince remaining on the field. There he 
affectionately embraced the severed hci^ds of his kinsinon, 
pljiccd them himself on a bier, and sent them to his father, the 
king, with a letter in wdiicli he said, “ Thy commands must be 
obeyed, and such is the result of to-day ; lleaven only knows 
what may befall to-morrow.” Then ho spoke privately to 
Bashutan : “ This Rustem is not human, he is formed of rock 
and iron, neither sword nor javelin has done him inorhil harm; 
but the arrows went deep into his body, and it will indeed bo 
wonderful if he lives throughout the night. I know not what 
to think of to-monw, or how I shall be able to overooni'' 
him.” 

When Rustem arrived at his quartern, Ziil soon discovered 
that he had received many wounds, which occasioned great 
affliction in his family, and ho said; “ Alas ! that in my old 
age such a misfortune should have befallen us, and that with 
my own eyes I should see these gaping wounds ! ” lie then 
rubbed Rustem’s feet, and applied healing balm to the wounds, 
and bound them up with the skill and care of a physician. 
Rustem said to his father: “ I never met with a foe, warrior or 
demon, of such amazing strength and bravery as this ! He 
seems to have a brazen body, for ray arrows, which I can drive 
through an anvil, cannot penetrate his chest. If I had applied' 
the power which I have exerted to a mountain, the mountain 
would have moved from its base, but he sat firmly upon his 
saddle and sc,orncd my efforts. I thank God that it is night, 
and that 1 have escaped from his grasp. To-morroW I cannot 
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fight, nud my secret wish is to retire unseen from the struggle, 
fhat no truce of me may l)e discovered.”—“ In that case,” 
I’cpliod Z;U, “ the victoi* will come and take me and all my 
family into hoiuhige. But let us not dcsi)air. Did not the 
Simurgh ]jromiao that ^Yhenevcr I might he ov'er<-ome hy ad¬ 
versity, if I hurned one of her feathers, she would instantly 
ajjjiear ? Hhall we not then solieit assistance in this awful 
extremity ? ” So saying, Ziil went up to a high place, and 
burnt the feather in a censer, and in a short time the Slmurgh 
stood before Ijim. After duo praise and acknowledgment, he 
explained his wants. “ But,” said he, “ may the misfortune wo 
endure be far from liim who has brought it upon ns. My son 
Kustem is wounded almost unto death, and 1 am so helpless 
that I can do him no good.” lie then brought forward 
Rakush, pierced by numerous arrows ; upon which the wonder¬ 
ful Bird said to him, “B(i under no alarm on that account, for 
I will soon cure him and she immediately iihicked out the 
rankling weapons with her beak, and the wounds, on passing a 
feather over them, were quickly healed. 

'J’o liustem now slio turns, and sootlies liis grinf, 

And drawing forth the arrows, suc-ks the blood 
From out the wounds, which at her bidiling close, 

And the illustriouH cliampiou is restored 
To life and power. 

Being thus reinvigorated by the magic influence of the 
Simurgh, he solicits further aid in the coming strife with . 
Isfendiyiir; but the mysterious animal laments that slie»oamiot 
assist him. “ Tlicrc never appeared iq the woi’ld,” said she, 
“eo brave and so perfect a hero as rsfendiyar. The favour of 
Heaven iS with him, for in his ilefi-khan lie, by some ai’tifiee, 
Sticceeded ill killing,a Simurgh, and the further thou art re¬ 
moved from his invincible arm, the grcutcr.will bo thy safety.” 
Here Zal interposed and said; “ If Rustem retires from the 
contest, his family will all be enslaved, and I shall equally share 
their bondage and afllicLion,” The Simurgh, hearing Ihoso 

X'i 
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words, fell into deep thought, and I'cmained some time silent. 
At length she told Rustem to mount Rakush and follow hei? 
Away she went to a far distance ; and .crossing a great river, 
an’ivcd at a place covered with reeds, where the Kazu-treo 
abounded. The Slmurgh then rubbed one of her feathera upon 
the eyes of Rustem, and directed him to take a branch of the 
Kazii-trcc, and make it straight upon the fire, and form that 
wand into a forked arrow ; after which ho was to advance 
against Isfendiyar, and, placing the arrow on his bow-sti-ing, 
shoot it into the eyes of his enemy. “ The arrow will only 
make him blind,” siiid the Sininrgh, “ but he who spills the 
blood of Isfendiyar will never be free from calamity durijig 
his whole life. The Kazii-trec has also this peculiar quality : 
aii arrow made of it is sure to accomijlish its intended errand—•, 
it never misses the aim of the archer.” Rustem expressed his 
boundless gratitude for this information and assistance; and 
the Simurgh having transported him back to his tent, and 
affectionately kissed his face, returned to her own habitation. 
The champion now prepared the arrow according to the in- 
stiTictions he had received; and when morning dawned’, 
mounted his horse, and hastened to the field. He found 
Isfcudiyilr still sleeping, and exclaimed aloud: “Warrior, art 
thou still slumbering ? Rise, and see Rustem before thee ! ” 
■When the prince heard his stern voice, he started np, and in 
great anxiety hurried on his armour. He said to Bashutan, 
“ I had unchaiitably thought he would have died of his 
wounds in the night, but this clcai’ and bold voice seems to 
indicate’ perfect health—go and see whether his wounos are 
bound- up or not, and whether he is mounted on Rakush or on 
some other horse.” Rustem perceived Bashutan approach with 
an inquisitive look, and conjectured that his object was to 
ascertain the condition of himself and Rakush. He therefore 
vocifeiwted to him ;* “ I am now wholly free from wounds, and 
so is my horse, for I possess an elixir which heals the most cruel 
. lacerations of the flesh the moment it is applied; but no such 
wuumls were inflicted upon me, the arrows of Isfendiyar being 
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only like needles sticking in my body/’ Bashutan now re¬ 
ported to his brother thg,t Rustem appeared to bo move fiv>ih 
and vigorons than the day before, and, thinking from the spi it 
and gallantry of his demeanour that he would be victorious in 
another contest, he strongly recommended a reconciliation. 


The Death op ISFENDIYAR. 

• 

Isfeudiyar, blind to the march of fate, treated the suggestitni 
of his brother with scorn, and mounting his horao, was soon in 
the presence of Rustem, whom he thus hastily addressed: 
“Yesterday thou wert wounded almost to death by my arrows, 
and to-day tluTe is no tract; f)f them. Ilow is this ? 

HiU thy father Zal is a sovec rer, 

Aiul lie by charm ami spell 
Has cured all the woinids o£ tlic waniur, 

And now he is safe and w(*ll. 

Kor the wounds I i^ave '^■onld never bo 
('1 i>m;cI up, oxeoptin.[( by sorcery. 

Ves, the wounds 1 i^avc I lice in every ]>art, 

(h)uld never be cured but by art/’ 


Rustem replied, “ If a thousand aiTOAvs Avcrc shot at me, they 
would all drop harmless to the ground, and in the end thou 
wilt fall by my hands. Therefore, if thou scckesb Wiy own 
welfare* come at once and be my guest, and I swear by the 
' Almighty, by Zerdusht, and the Zendavesta, by the sun and 
moon, that I Avill go Avith thee, but unfettered, to thy father, 
Avho may’do Avith me what lie lists.”—“ That is not enough,” 
replied Isfcndiydr, “ thou must be fettered .”—“ Then, do not 
bind my arms, and take AvhateA'cr thou wilt from me.”—“And 
what hast thou to give ? ” 
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•• A thousand jewels of brilliant hue, 

And of unknown price, shall be thine; 

A tlionsand imperial diadems tbo, 

Arui a thousand damsels divine, 

Who with angcl-voiccs will sing ard play, 

And delight thy senses boili night and day ; 

Aiid my family wealth sliall be brought thee, all 
Tlia't was gathered by Nariman, Silm, and Tuil” 


“ This is all in vain,” said Istciidiyai*. “ T niiiy haA'e wandered 
from the way of Tlcavcn, but I will not disobey tbc commands 
of the kinf^. And of wbat use would thy trcasnrt and property 
be to me ? I must please my father, that he may surrender to 
me his crown and tlirone, and T have solemnly sworn to him 
that I will ])lace thee before him in fetters.’' Ilustom replied, 
“ And in the liopc.s of a (srowii and throne thou wouldst sacrifice 
thyself! ”—“ Thou shalt see ! ” said Isfendiyiir, and seized his 
how to commence the combat, lliistcm did the same, and when 
he had placed the lorked arrow in the how-string, he imploringly 
turned up his face towards Heaven, and fer^•cntly exclaimed, 
“ 0 God, thou knowest liow an.viously I liavc wi.slied for a re¬ 
conciliation, how I have suffered, and that I would now gi\ c 
all my treasures and wealth and go with him to Iran, to avoid 
this conflict; hut my offers are disdfiiiied, for he is bent upon 
consigning me to bondage and disgrjico. 'I’lion art the redresser 
of grievances—direct the flight of this arrow into his eyes, hut 
do not let me he punished tor the involuntary deed.” At this 
moment Isfcndiyi'ir shot an arrow with great force at Rusfem, 
who dexterously eluded its point, and then, in return, insfantly 
lodged"tfie charmed weapon in the eyes of liis antagonist. 

t. 

And darkness ovcibproad Ins sight. 

The world to him w'hs hid in night.; 

The bow di’opped from Ins slackened hand, 

And down he sunk upon the sand. 


“ Yesterday,” said Rustem, “ thou discharged at mo a hundred 
and sixty an3)ws in vain., and now thou art overthrown by one 
arrow of mine.” Bahinan, the son of Isfondiysir, seeing his 
father bleeding on the ground, uttered loud lamehtations, and 
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Basliiitan, followed by the Iranian troops, also drew nip:h with 
the deepest sorrow inar]fed on their countenances. The fatal 
arrow was immediately drawn frt)m the wmunded eyes of th(! 
prince, and some medicine beiii" first applied to them, they 
conveyed him mournfully to his own tent. 

The conflict having? thus terminated, llustera at the same 
time returned with his army to where Zdl remained in anxious 
suspense about the result. The old man rejoiced at the issue, 
but said, “ 0 , my son, thou hast killed thy enemy, but I have 
learnt from the wise men and astrologers that the slayer of 
Isfendiyslr must soon come to a fatal end. May Cl oil protect 
thee! ” Rustem replied, “ I am guiltless, his blood is upon 
his own head.” The next day they both proceeded to visit 
Isfendiyiir, and offer to him their sympathy and condolence, 
when the wounded prince thus spoke to Rnstem : “ I do not 
ascribe my misfortune to thee, but to an all-ruling power. 
Fate would have it so, and thus it is ! I now consign to thy 
care and guardianship my sou llahmaii: instruct him in the 
Science of govei-nment, the customs of kings, and the rules and 
stratagems of the warrior, for thou art exceedingly wise and 
exjKjricnced, and perfect in all things.” Rustem readily Cv n 
plied, and said: 

“ That duty shall bo mine alone, 

To scat him firmly da tlic throne,’* 


Then I8fcndiyitr murmured to Rashulan, that the anguish of. 
his wAund was weai'ing him away, and that he had buk a short 
time to live. 


“ The pace of death is fast and fleet, 

And nothing my life can save, 

I shall \^nt no robe, >>ut my winding sheetf 
No mansion but the grave. 


And tell my father the wish of his heart 
Has not been breathed in vain, • 

The doom he desired when he made me depart, 
• Has been scaled, and his son is slain 1 
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And. 01 to my mother, In kindliest tone, 

The mournful tidings bear, 

And soothe her woes for her w&rrior gone, 

For her lost IsfendiyAr.” 

He now groaned heavilly, and his last words were : 


“ I die, pursued by unrelenting fate, 

The hapless victim of a father’s hate.” 

Life having departed, his body was placed upon a bier, and 
conveyed to Iran, amidst the tears and lanientafcioiis of the 
people. 

Ilustem now took charge of Bahman, according to the dying 
request of isfendiyar, and brought him to SisLan. This was, 
however, repugnant to the wishes of Zi’iara, wlio observed to his 
brother: “ Thou hast slain the father of this youth ; do nob 
therefore nurture and instruot the son of thy enemy, for, mark 
me, in the end lie will be avenged.”—“ But did not Isfendiyar, 
with his last breath, consign him to my guardianship ? how can 
I refuse it now ? It must be so written and determined in the 
dispensations of Heaven.” 

The an'ival of the bier in Persia, at the palace of Gnshtasp, 
produced a melancholy scene of public and domestic affliction. 
The king took off the covering and wept bitterly, and the 
mother and sisters exclaimed, “Alas! thy death is nob the 
work of human hands; it is not the work of Rustem, nor of Ziil, 
‘ but of the Siiniirgh. Thou hast not lived long enough to be 
ashaiAdd of a grey beard, nor to witness the maturity and 
attaiijraents of thy children. Alas ! thou art snatchc 'way at 
a moment of the highest promise, even at the commencement 
of thy glory.” In the meanwhile the curses and imprecations 
of the people were poured upon the devoted head of Qnshtiisp 
on account of his cruel and unnatural conduct, so. that he was 
obliged to confine himself to big palace till after the intermoiit 
of Isfendiy4r. 

RuBtem BCTupulonsly fulfilled his engagement, and instructed 
Bahman in all manly exercises; in the use of bdw and javelin. 
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in the management of sword and buckler, and in all the arts 
and accomplishments of the warrior. He then wrote to (iush- 
tasp, repeating that he was unblamcablc in the conflict wliich 
terminated in the death of his son Isfendiyar, that lie had 
ofiVred him pi-esonts and wealth to a vast extent, and moreover 
was ready to return with him to Inin, to his fatlier ; but every 
overture was rejected. Relentless fate must have Imi-ricd liim 
on to a premature death. “ I have now,” continued Rustem, 
“ completed the education of Bahman, according to the direc¬ 
tions of his father, and awai.. thy further commands.” (hish- 
tdsp, after reading this Icttoi*, referred to Basliiitan, who con¬ 
firmed the declarations of Rustem, and the troaclierous king, 
willing to ascribe the event to an o\'crniling destiny, readily 
acquitted Rustem of all guilt in killing Isfendiyar. At the 
same time he sent for Bahman, and on his arrival fi-om Sistan, 
was so pleased with him that he without hesitation appointed 
him to succeed to the throne. 

** ^Ititbinks I sec Isfendiydr ag^in, 

'J'hou liast the form, the very look he boro, 

Aiul Kince thy glorious fjitlier is no more, 

Loug as I live thou must with me retnaiu.” 


The Death op EUSTEM. 

Firdausi seems to have derived th5 account f)f Rhugiiad, and 
the mSlancholy fate of Rustem, from a descendant of Ram and 
Narimin, who w^s particularly awiiiaintcd with the chronicles 
of the heroes and the kings of Persia. Shnghad, it appears, 
was the "son of Zal, by one of the old warrior’s maid-servants, 
and at his very birth the astrologers predicted that he would bo 
the ruin of the glorious house of Sam and Nariman, and the 
destructioB of their race. 
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Throughout Sfstdn the prophecy was hoard 
With horror and amazement; every town 
And city in Irdn was full of ww, 

And Zdl, in deepest agony and griefs 
Sent up his prayers to the Almighty Power 
That ho would purify the infant’*s heart, 

And free it froin that quality, foretold 
As the destroyc' of his ancient house. 

Put what are prayers, opposed by destiny ? 

The child, notwithstanding, was brought up with great care 
and attention, and when arrived at maturity, he WJis sent to the 
king of Kabul, whose daughter he espousod. e 

Rustem was accustomed to go to Kabul every year to receive 
the tribute due to him; but on. the last occasion, it is said that 
he exacted and took a higher rate than usual, and thus put 
mahy of tlie people to distress. The king avjis angry, and ex¬ 
pressed his dissatisfaction to Shughad, who was not slow in 
uttering his own discontent, saying, “ Though I ara his brothei’, 
he has no respect for me, but trouts me ahvays like an enemy. 
For this personal hostility I long to punish him with death.”— 
“ Rut how,” inquired the king, “ couldst thou compass that 
end ? ” Shughad replied, “ T have well considered the subject, 
and propose to accomplish my pmposo in this manner. I shall 
feign that I have been insulted and injured by thee, and ean-y 
my complaint to ZiU and Rustem, who Avill no doubt come to 
Ksibul to redress my Avrongs. Thou must in the meantime 
prepare for a sporting c.xciu’sion, and order a number of pits to 
be dug oil the road sutReicntly large to hold Rustera, and his 
horse, and in each several sAvords must be placed Avitli tjicir 
points afid edges npward.s. The mouths of the pits must then 
be slightly covered oA'cr, but so carefully that there may be no 
appearance of the earth underneath having been renroved. 
Everything being thus ready, Rustem, on the pretence of going 
to the sporting gi’ound, must be conducted by that road, and bo 
will certainly fall into one of the pits, Avhich Avill become his 
gi’ave.” This stratagem was highly approved by the king, and 
it Avas agreed ^that at a royal banquet, Shughad should revile 
and irritate the king, whose indignant answer should be before 
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all the assembly: “ Thou hast no pretensions to be thought of 
the stock of Siim and Nfirimsln. Zill pays thee no attention, at 
least, not such attention as he would pay to a son, and Rustem 
declares thou art not his brother -, indeed, all the family treat 
thee as a slave.” At these words, Sliugbad afleoted to be greatly 
enraged, and, starting up from the banquet, hasteued to Rustem 
to complain of the insult olfercd him by the king of Kabul. 
Rustem received him with demonstrations of allection, and 
hearing his complaint, declared that he Avould immediately 
proceed to Kiibul, depose the king for his insoleiuic, and place 
Shughad himself on the throne of that country. In a short 
time they arrived at the city, and were met by the king, who, 
with naked feet and in humble guise, solidted forgiveness. 
Rustem was induced to pardon the oflence, and wsis honoured 
in return with great apparent rcsjtect, and Avith l)oundle.s8 hos¬ 
pitality. In the meantime, however, the pits were dug, and 
the work of dcstrnctitm in progr('ss, and Rustem Avas uoav 
invited to share the sports of the forest. 'Phe champion Avas 
kiglily gi’atified hy the coui'tosy Avhich the king displayed, and 
mounted Rakush, anticipating a day of excellent diversion. 
Shughad accompanied him, keeping on one side, whilst Rustci,,, 
suspecting nothing, rode boldly foi’Avard. Suddenly Rakush 
stopped, and though urged to advance, refused to move a sfep. 
At last the champion became angry, and struck the noble 
animal severely ; the blows made him dart fu'Avard, and in a 
moment ITc unfortunately fell into one of the pits. 

Tt w.as ii place, deep, dark, and perilous, 

All bristled o’er with swords, loa\<ng no eluiiuje 
Of extrication without cruel wounds; 

And liorsc and rider sinking in the inhlst, 

Bore many a grievous stab and many a cut 
In limb anU body, ghastly to the sight. 

Yet from that depth, at one prodigious spring, 

Rakush escaped with Itustcm on his back; 

But what availed that effort? D<jwn again 
Into another pit both fell together, 

And yet again they rose, again, again ; 

Seven times down prubtrate, seven times bruised and 
nAaimcd, 
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They stnigglcd on, till inoimling up the edge 
Of the seventh pit, all covered with deep wounds, 
Pif)4h lay exhausted. When the champion’s brain 
drew co(jl, and he had power to think, he knew 
Full w(!ll to whom he owed this treachery, 

And calling to Shughad, said : “ Thou, my brother I 
AVliy hast thou dene this wrong? Was it for thee, 
My father’s son, by wicked plot and fraud 
To work this ruin, to destroy my life ? ” 

Shughad thus sternly answered : “ ’Tis for all 
The blood that thou hast shed, God has decreed 
This awful vengeance,—now thy time is come I ” 
Then spoke the king of Kdbul, as if i)ity 
Had softened his false heart: “ Alas 1 the da/ 

That thou shouldst perish, so ignobly too, 

And in my kingdom ; what a wretched fate I 
But bring some medicine to relievo liis wounds— 
Quick, bring the matchless balm for Rustem’s cure ; 
He must not die, tlic ehamp'on must not die ! ” 

But Rustem scorned (he oJIcr, and in wrath. 

Thus spoke : “ How many a mighty king has died, 
And left iii<; still triiim[)liant—still in power, 
Uneoiiqucrablc ; treacherous thou hast been, 
Inhuman, too, but Feramurz, the brave. 

Will bo revenged upon thee for tliis crime.” 


Rustem now turned towards Sliiigliad, and in an altcnsd and 
mournful tone, told him that he was at the ])oint of death, and 
asked him to string his bow and give it to him, that he might 
seem as a scare-crow, to prevent the wolves and other wild 
animals from devouring him when dead. 


Shughad performed the task,: nd lingered not, 

For he rejoiced at this catastjoj)he. 

And with a smile of fiendish satisfaction. 

Placed the strong l>ow before him—Rustem grasped 
The bended horn with such an eager liand, 

Tliat wondering at the sight, the caitiff wretch 
Shuddered with terror, and behind a tree 
Shielded himself, but nothing could avail; 

The arrow pierced both tree and him, ^nd they 
Were thus transfixed together,—thus the hour 
Of death affonled one bright gleam of joy 
To Rustem, who, with lifted eyes to Heaven, 
Exclaimed : Thanksgivings to the great Creator, 
Fc»i* granting me the power, with my own hand, 

To be revenged upon my murdci'er I 
So saying, the great champion breathed his last, 
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And not a kjiightly follower remained, 

Ziiara, and the rest, in other pits, 

Dug by the traitor-king, and traitor-bwllicr, 

Hiui auiik and porished, all, save one, who tied. 

And to the alllicted veteran at Sisliln 
Told the sad ydingr*. Z;ll, in agony, 

Tore his white hair, and wildly rent his garineiits, 

And cried : “ Why did not 1 die for him, why 
Was I not present, fighting by his si<le? 
lJut he, alas ! is gone 1 Oh 1 gone for ever." 

Then the old man dispatched Feriimurz with a numerous 
force to KabiiJ, to bring awtiy the dctul body of Rustem. TJ]>on 
his approaclt, tlie king of Kabul and his army retired to the 
mountains, and Fenunurz laid waste the coimtiy. He found 
only the skeletons of Rustem and Ztiani, the beasts of pitty 
having strijtped tliLMii of tlicir flesh : he however gathered the 
bones together and conveyed them home and buried them, 
amidst the lamentations of the peojile. After that, he returned 
to Kabul with his arjiiy, and encountered the king, cu[tLured tlie 
cruel wretch, and carried him to Sfstaii, ^vhore he was put to 
death. 

* tJnslitiisp having become old and infirm, bequeathed his 
empire to Bahnian, and then died. He reigned one hundred 
and eight years. 


BAHMAN. 

• 

Bahyian, the grandson of Gashtdsp, having at the commence- 
'raent of his sovereignty obtained the approbation of his people, 
by the clemency (Jf his conduct and the apparent generosity of 
his disposition, was not long in meditating vindictive measures 
against the family of Rustem. Did not Kai-khosnlu,” said 
he to his wan-iors, “revenge himself on AfrAsiyiib for the 
murder of Saiiiwnsh ; and have not all my glorious ancestors 
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pui-sucd a similar course ? Why, then, should not I be revenged 
on the father of Eustem for the death of Isfendiydr ? ” The 
warriors, ns usual, ai*proved of the king's resolution, and in 
oonse(|ueuco one hundred thousand veteran troops were as¬ 
sembled for the immediate invasion of Sistan. When Bahman 
had arrived on the borders of the I'ivcr Behermuiul, he sent a 
message to Ziil, frankly declaring his purpose, and that he must 
sacrifice the lives of himself and all his family as an atonement 
for llustem’s guilt in shedding the blood of Isfendiydr. 


Ziil honi*(i liis menace with afitonishment, 

witli anguish, and he thus replied : 
‘‘lUisiciin w!i«s not in fault; and thou caiist tell, 

For thou wort [U'eseiit, Jiow he wept, iiml prayed 
That lie mi^ht not be bound. How frequently 
Tic olfered all his wealth, his p)ld, and ^eins, 

To be excused tliat iuriioininious thrall ; 

And would have followed thy impatient fatlior 
To wait upon Guslita^^p ; but this was s<‘<u‘ued; 
Nothint( but bonds would satisfy liis pride ; 

All this thou know’ftt. Then did not I and IluHtem 
Strictly fnllil Isbuidiyar's commands, 

And most assitliiously endow thy niind 
AVith all the skill and virtues of a hero, 

That might tleservc; some kindness in return ? 

Now take iiiy house, my treasure, my ])ossessiona, 
Take all; but spare iny family and me,” 


The messenger went back, and told the tale 
Of Zal’s deep grief with such pcrsuasiv(? grace, 
And piteous at:ccnt, that the heart of llahuyin 
kSoftened at every wonl, and the old man 
Was not to suifor. After that was known, 

AVitli gorgeous presents Ziil went forth to meet 
Tlic monarch in his progress to the city ; 

Mv\nd having proslrafed himself in low 
Humility, retired among tlu', train 
Atteudiuit on the king. Thou must not walk,” 
Bahman exclaimed, well skilled in all the arts 
Of smooth Iiypocrisy^—“thou art too woak^ 
lleinoiiut thy horse, for thou requirest helj),” 

But Zal declined the honour, and preferred 
Doing that homage as illustrious Sam, 

His conquering ancestor, had always done, 
Barefoot, iu presence of the royal race. 
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Fast jnoving onwanls, Bahman soon approached 
Sfstcin, and entered Zal’s superb abode ; 

Not as a friend, or a forgiving foe, 

But with a spirit miappeased, unsoothed; 

True, ho hail spared the old man’s life, but thei*e 
Jlis mercy sio|i 4 )cd ; all else was conliseate, 

For every room was phnuleved, all tlie treasure 
Seized and devoted to the tyrant’s use. 


After remorselessly obtaiiiin*' this booty, Ibibman inquired 
what had become of l^’eramurz, and Zal pretended that, un¬ 
aware of the king’s approiicli, lie bad gone a-hnnting. Hut 
this excuse it^as easily seen througli, and the king was so 
indignant on the occasion, that he put Zal himself in fetters. 
Feramurz had, in fact, secretly retired witli tlic ZahnI army to 
a convenient distance, for the purpose of acting as necessity 
might require, and when he heard tliat Zal was placed in coii- 
finement, he immediately marched against the invader and 
ojiprcssor of his country, lloth armies met, and closed, and 
were in desperate conflict tJirco long days and nights. On the 
fourth day, a tremendous hurricaue arose, which blew thick 
(Jouds of dust in the face of tlie Z:ibul army, and blinding 
them, impeded their progress, whilst the enemy were drmii 
furiously forward by the strong wind at their bucks. TI.^ 
consequence wivs the defeat of the Zahul troops. Fci’Amurz, 
with a few companions, however, kept his ground, though 
assailed by showei*s of arrows. He tried repeatedly to got face 
to face with Bahman, but every effort was iruitless, and he felt 
convincodf that his career was now neai-Iy at an end. Ha 
bravely defended himself, and aimed liis arrows aviJI* great 
precision ; but what is the use of a^t when Fortune ^is un- 
faAmurable ? 

When Fate’s dark clouds portentous lower, 

AniTquciich the light of day, 

No effort, none, of human power, 

Can chose the gloom away. 

Anows may fly a countless shower, 

Amidst the desperate fray ; 

But not to sword or arrow death is giveni 
tJulcss decreed by favouring Heaveu. 
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And it was so decreed that the exertions of Fersimurz should 
be unsuccessful. His horse fell, he was wounded severely, and 
whilst insensible, the enemy secured-and conveyed him in 
fetters to Bahmim, who immediately ordered him to be hanged. 
The king then directed all the people of Sistiin to be put to the 
sword; upon v;hich Baahntan said : “ Alas ! why should the 
innocent and unoffending people be thus made to perish ? 
Hast thou no fear of God ? Thou hast taken vengeance for 
thy father, by slaying Feramurz, the son of llustera. Is not 
that enough ? Be merciful and beneficent now to the people, 
and thank Heaven for the great victory thou hast gained.” 
Bahman was thus? withdrawn from his wicked purpose, and was 
also induced to liberate Zal, whose age and infirmities had 
rendered him perfectly harmless. He not only did this, but , 
restored to him the possession of Sistan ; and divesting himself 
of all further revenge, returned to Persia. There he continued 
to exercise the functions of royalty, till one day he happened to 
be bitten by a snake, whose venom was so excruciating, that 
remedies were of no avail, and he died of the wound, in the 
eighth year of his reign. Although he had a son named 
Susssin, he did not appoint him his successor; but gave the 
crown and the throne to his wife, Hiima'i, whom he had maiTied 
a short time before his death, saying; “ If Hiimai should have 
a son, that son shall be my successor; but if a daughter, 
Hdmai must continue to reign.” 


HtJMAi AND THE BIHTH OF DARAB.. 

Wisdom and generosity were said to have marked the 
government.nf Humai. In justice and beneficence she was 
unequalled. No misfortune happened in her days, even the 


THE SHIH hXmEH. 


321 


poor and the needy became rich. She gave birth to a son, 
whom she entrusted to a nurse to be brought up secretly, and 
declared publicly that 4t had died the same day it was bom. 
At this event the p(jpple rejoiced, for they were happy under 
the administration of Ilumal. Upon the bo^ attaining his 
seventh month, however, the queen sent for him, and wrapping 
him up in rich garments, put him in a box, and when she had 
fastened down the cover, gave it to two confidential servants, in 
the middle of the night, to be flung into the Euphrates. “ For,” 
thought she, if he be found i i the city, there will be an end 
to my authority, and the crown will he placed upon his hetvd ; 
wiser, therefore, will it be for me to cast him into the river ; 
and if it please-God to preserve him, he may Ixj nurtured, and 
brought up in another country.” Accordingly in the darkness 
of night, the box was thrown into the hlu|>hrate8, and it floated 
rapidly down the stream for some time without being observed. 

V 

Amidst the waters, in that little .ark 

Was launched the future moiuirch. But, vain mortal 1 

How bootless arc thy most inwctiioiis schemes, 

Thy wLsost projects 1 Such were thine, lli'imai 1 
Presumptuous as thou wert to think success 
' Would crown that deed unnatural and unjust. 

Hut human passions, human expectations 
Are happily controlled by righteous H('avcn. 

In the morning the ark was noticed by a washerman; who, 
curious to know what it contained, drew it to the shore, and 
opened the lid. Within the box he then saw splendid silk, 
emblbidered scarfs and costly raiment, and upon then^ a lovely 
infant asleep. ’ He immediately took qp the child, and parried 
it to his wife, saying: “ It was but yesterday that our own 
inf ant £ed,<and now the Almighty has sent thee another in its 
* place.’’. The w'oraan looked at the child with affection, and 
ta^ng.it.in her arms fed it with her own milk. In the box 
they also found jewels and rubies, and they congratulated them¬ 
selves upon being at length blessed by Providence, with wealthy 
and a boy at the same time. They called him Ddnib, and the 
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child soon began to speak in the language of his foster-parents. 
The washerman and his wife, for fear that the boj and the 
wealth might be discovered, thought'it safest to quit their 
home, and sojourn in another country. When Danlb grew up, 
he was more skilful and accomplished, and more expert at 
wrestling than ether boys of a greater age. But whenever the 
washerman told him to assist in washing clothes, he always ran 
away, and would not stoop to the drudgery. This untoward 
behaviour grieved the washerman exceedingly, and he lamented 
that God had given him so useless a son, not knowing that he 
was destined to be the sovcrcigu of all the world. 

How little thought he, whilst the task he prest, 

, A purer spirit wanned the stripling’s breast, 

Whose opening soul, by kingly pride inspired, 

Disdained the toil a menial slave requiml; 

The royal branch on high its foliage flung. 

And showed the lofty stem from which it sprung. 

Dirib was now sent to school, and ho soon excelled his 
master, who continually said to the washerman : “ Thy son is 
of wonderful capacity, acute and intelligent beyond his years, 
of an enlarged understanding, and will be at least the minister 
of a king.” Dirab requested to have another master, and also 
a fine horse of Irik, that he might acquire the science and 
accomplishments of a warrior ; but the washerman replied that 
he was too poor to comply with his wishes, which threw the 
youth into despair, so that he did not touch a morsel of food 
for two days together. His foster-mother, deeply affected by 
his disappointment, and naturally anxious to gratify his desires, 
gave au article of value-to the washerman, that he might sell 
it, and with the money purchase the horse required. The 
horse obtained, he was daily instructed in the art of using the 
bow, the javelin, and the sword, and in every exercise becoming 
a young gentleman and a warrior. So devouringly did Im 
persevere in his studies, and in his exertions to exed, that he 
never remained a moment unoccupied at home or abroad. The 
development of his talents and genius suggested^, to hiir i an 
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inquiiy who he was, aud how he came into the house of a 
washerman; and his foster-mother, in compliance with his 
entreaties, described to*him the manner in which he was found. 
He had long been miserable at the thoughts of being the son of 
a washerman, but now he rejoiced, and looked upon himself as 
the son of some person of consideration. He asked her if she had 
any thing that was taken out of the box, and she replied: “ Two 
valuable rubies remain.” The youth requested them to be 
brought to him ; one he bound round his arm, and the other 
he sold to pay the expenses of travelling and change of place. 

At that time, it is said, the king of Rum had sent an army 
into the country of Irdu. Upon receiving this information, 
Huinai told her general, named Rislmawdd, to collect a force 
corresponding with the emergency ; and he issued a proclama¬ 
tion, inviting all young men desirous of military glory to flock 
to his standai'd. Darab heard this proclamation with delight, 
and among others hastened to llishnawad, who presented the 
young wan'iors as they aiTived successively to Hdmal. The 
queen steadfastly marked the majestic form and features of 
Dardb, and said in her heart: “ The youth who bears this 
dignified and royal aspect, appears to be a Kaidnian by birth; ’’ 
and as she spoke, the instinctive feeling of a mother seemed to 
agitate her bosom. 


The queen beheld his form and face, 

The aciou of a princely race ; 

Aud natural instinct seemed to move 
Her heart, which spoke a inolher’.s love ; 
She gazed, but like the lightning’s ray. 
That sudden thrill soon ptmed away. 


The army was now in motion. After the first march, a 
tremendous wind Und heavy rain came on, and all the soldiers 
were nnder teuts, excepting Ddrab, who had none, and was 
obliged to take shelter from the inclemency of the weather 
beneath ar. archway, where he laid himself down, and fell 
asleep, Suddenly a supernatural voice was heard, saying: 

• T2 
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<< Arch stand fii-m, and from thy wall 
Let no ruined fragment fall 1 
He who sleeps beneath is one 
Destined to a royal throne. ^ 

Aich I a monarch claims thy care, 

The king of Pei'sia slumbers thcic 1 *' 

The voice ^vhs heard by every one near, and Rishnawtld 
having also heard it, inquired of his people from whence it 
came. As he spoke, the voice repeated its caution : 

Arch I stand iinii, and from thy wall 
Let no ruined fraipncnt fall I 
Hahraan’ti son is in thy keeping; 

He beneath thy roof is sleeping. 

Though the winds arc loudly ioaring, 

And the rain in toi rents pournig, 

Areli I stand fiim, and fioin thy wall 
Let no loosened fiagmcnt fall.” 

Again Rishnawjld sent other persons to ascertain from 
whence the voice proceeded; and they returned, saying, that 
it was not of the earth, but from Heaven. Again the caution 
Bounded in his cars : 

Arch I stand firm, and from thy wall 
Let no loosened fragment fall/’ 

And his amazement increased. He now sent a person under 
the archway to see if any one was there, when the youth was 
discovered in deep sleep upon the ground, and the arch above 
him rent and broken in many parts. Eishuawad being 
apprised' of this circnmstaiice, desired that he might be 
awakenv,d and brought to-him. The moment he was removed, 
the whole of the arch fell do^vn with a dreadful emh, and 
this wonderful escape was also communicated to the leader 
of the army, who by a strict and particular enquiry.soon 
became acquainted with all the occurrences of the stranger’s 
life, Rishnaw^ also summoned before him the washerman 
and his wife, hud they corroborated the story he had been toldL 
Indeed he himself rec(>gniz^ the ruby on D^b’s arm, which 
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convioced him that he was the son of Bahman, whom Hdinaf 
caused to be thrown into the Eaphrates. Thus satisfied of his 
identity, he treated him with great honour, placed him on his 
right hand, and apjwinted him to a high command in the 
army. Soon afterwards an engagement took place with the 
Riimfs, and Diirib in the advanced guard performed prodigies 
of valour. The battle lasted all day, and in the evening 
RishnawAd bestowed upon him the praise which he merited. 
No.\t day the army was again prepared for battle, when T):lrab 
proposed thoj; the leader 8h"uld remain qniet, whilst he with a 
chosen band of soldiers attacked the whole force of the enemy. 
The proposal being agreed to, he advanced with fearless 
impetuosity to the contest. 

With loosened rein he rushed alon^r the iiclil. 

And through opposing iiumbci-s hewed his [latli, 

Then pierced the Kulub-gali, the ccutrc-host, 

Where many a warrior bitivo, renowned in arms, 

Fell by his sword. Like sheep before a wolf 
The harassed Ri'imis fled ; for none had power 
To cope with his strong arm. His wondrous might 
Alone, subdued the legions right and left; 

And when, unwearied, he had fought his way 
To where great Kalsar stood, night came, and darkness, 
Shielding the trembling emperor of Rilm, 

Snatched the expected triumph from his hands, 

RishnawAd was so.filled with admiration at his splendid 
prowess, that he now offered him the most magnificent presents; 
but whcB they w'cre exposed to his view, a suit of armour was 
the puly thing he would accept. 

The Rumfs were entirely disheartened by his vsSour, and 
they said: “ We underatood that thd sovereign of Persia was 
only a Woman, and that the conquest of the empire would be 
no difficult task ; ^but this woman seems to be more fortunate 
than a warrior-king. Even her general remains inactive with 
the great; body of his army ; and a youth, with a small force, is 
sufficient to subdue the legions of Rdm; we bad, therefore, 
better'return to our own country.” The prinbipal warriors 
obtertaineetthe same sentiments, apd suggested to Eaisar the 
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necessity of retiring from the field ; but the king opposed this 
measure, thinking it cowardly and disgraccfnl, and said : 

“ To-morrow we renew the fight, 

To-morrow we flhall try our might; 

To-morrow, with tho smiles of Heaven, 

To us the victory will be given.” 

Accordingly on the following day the armies met again, and 
after a sanguinary struggle, the Persians were again trium¬ 
phant. Kaisar now flespaired of success, sent a i’ncssengor to 
Bishnawiid, in which he acknowledged the aggressions he had 
committed, and offered to pay liim whatever tribute he .might 
require. Rishnawad readily settled the terms of the peace ; 
and the emperor was permitted to return to his own dominions. 

After this event RishnawM sent to Hiimai intelligence of 
the victories he had gained, and of the surprising valour of 
Diirdb, transmitting to her the ruby as an evidence of his birth. 
Hdmal was at once convinced that lie was her son, for she 
well remembered the day on which he was enrolled as one of 
her soldiers, when her heart throblxid with instinctive affection 
at tho sight of him ; and though she had unfortunately failed 
to question him then, she now rejoiced that ho was so near 
being restored to her. She immediately proceeded to tho 
Atish-gadoh, or the Fire-altar, and made an offering on the 
occasion ; and ordering a great fire to be lighted, gave immense 
sums aw'ay in charity to the poor. Having called Pilrdb to 
her presence, she went with a‘splendid retinue to meet him at 
the distaLicc of one journey from the city ; ancl as soon as he 
approaciicd, she pressed*'him to her bosom, and kissed his 
head and eyes with the fondest affection of a mother.o Upon 
the first day of happy omen, she relinquished in his favour the 
crown and the throne, after having herself reigned'thirty-two 
years. 



THB SHiH NiMEH. 


837 


dAeAb. 

When Dtlrdib haij ascended the throne, he conducted the 
affairs of the kingdom with humanity, justice, and benevolence ; 
and by these means secured the happiness of ^lis people, lie 
had no sooner commenced his reign, than ho sent for the 
washerman and his wife, and enriched them by his gifts. 
“ But,” said he, “ I present to you this proprty on tliese 
conditions—you must not give up your occupation—you must 
go every day, as usual, to the river-side, and wash clothes ; for 
perhaps in pro(M;ss of time you may discover another box 
floating down the stream, containing another infant! ” With 
these conditions the washerman complied. 

Some time afterwards the kingdom was invaded by an 
Arabian army, consisting of one hundred thousand men, and 
commanded by ShtWb, a distinguished ■warrior. Dilrslb was 
engaged with this army three days and three nights, and on the 
^ fourth morning the battle terminated, in consequence of Shaib 
being slain. The booty was immense, and a vast number of 
Arabian horaes fell into the hands of the victor ; ».'.ich, 
together with the quantity of treasure captured, strengthened 
greatly the resources of the state. The success of this cam¬ 
paign enabled Dilrab to extend his military operations ; and 
having put his army in order, he proceeded against Failakiis 
(Philip* of Macedon), then king of Rum, wliom he defeated 
witji great loss. Many were put’ to the sword, and the womtn 
and children carried into captivity. Failakiis hilnself took 
refuge in the fortress of Amur, from whence heasent an 
ambaiStedor to Darah, saying, that if peace was only granted 
to him, he would^ willingly consent to any terms that might he 
demanded. When the ambassador arrived, Diirdb said to him : 
“ If Vaflakiis will bestow upon me his daughter, Nahkl, peace 
diall be instantly re-established between us—I require no 
otheF terms.” Failakiis readily agreed, and scht Nahld with 
niimerons^^endid presents to thc.king of Peraia, who espoused 
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her, and took her with him to his own coimtry. It so happened 
that hTahid had an oifensive breath, which was extremely dis¬ 
agreeable to her husband, and in c6nseqaence he directed 
enquiries to be made everywhere for a remedy. No place was 
left unexplored; at length an herb of peculiar efficacy and 
fragrance was discovered, which never failed to remove the 
imperfection complained of; and it was accordingly administered 
with confident hopes of success. Nahid was desired to w»ish 
her mouth with the infused herb, and in a few days her breath 
became balmy and pure. When she found she was likely to 
become a mother she did not communicate the circumstiiiicc, 
but requested permission to pay a visit to her father. The 
request was granted ; and on her arrival in Eiim she was 
delivered of a son. Failakiis had no male offspring, and was 
ovei^oyed at this event, which he at once determined to keep 
unknown to Diiriib, publishing abroad that a son had been born 
in his house, and causing it to be understood that the child 
was his own. When the boy grew up, he was called Sikander; 
and, like Eustem, became highly accomplished in all the arts of 
diplomacy and war. Failakiis placed him under Aristdtalls, a 
sage of great renown, and he soon equalled his master in 
learning and science. 

Darab married another wife, by whom he had another son, 
named Diird; and wdien the youth was twenty years of age, 
the father died. The period of Dartlb’s reign was thirty-four 
years. , 


dArA. 

D^rd continued the government of the empire in the*same, 
spirit as his father; claiming custom and tribute from the 
inferior rulerSf with similar strictness and decision. ;Aft^r the 
death of Failakiis, Sikander became the king ol Bdm; rad 
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refasing to pay the demanded tribute to Persia, went to war 
with Ditri, whom he killed in battle ; the porticnlars of these 
events will be presentlj^shown. Failakus reigned twenty-four 
yearn. 


STKANDER. 

f 

Failakus, before his death, placed the crowi of sovereignty 
upon the head of Sikaudcr, and appointed Aristii, who was one 
of the disciples of the great Afliitiin, his vizir, lie cautioned 
him to pursue the path of virtue and rectitude, and to oast 
from his heart every feeling of vanity and pride ; above all ho 
implored him to be just and merciful, and said : 

“ Think not that thou art wise, but i^jiiorant, 

And ever listen to advice and counsel; 

Wc arc but dust, and from the dust created; 

And what our lives but helplessness and sorrow 1 ” 

Sikander for a time attended faithfully to the instm^jons of 
his father, and to the connscl of Aristu, both in public and 
private affairs. 

Upon Sikander’s elevation to the throne, Darsl sent an envoy 
to him to claim the customary tribute, but he received for 
answer: •“ The time is past -when Hum acknowledged the supe¬ 
riority of Persia. It is now thy turn to pay tribute to Rum'. 
If my demand.be refused, I will immediately invade thy domi¬ 
nions ; and think not that I shall be satisfied with the CcUiquest 
of Persfe alone, the whole world shall be mine ; therefore pre¬ 
pare for war.” Dari had no alternative, not even submission, 
and accordingly assembled his army, for Sikander was already 
in fiiirmtoh against him. Upon the coniines of Persia both 
annieg came in sight of each other, when Sikander, in the 
assom^ character of an envoy, was resolved to'ascertain the 
exact condi(ioii of the enemy. Wij:h this view he entered the 
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Persiau camp, and Dilri allowing the person whom he supposed 
an ambassador, to approach, enquired what message the king of 
Riim had sent to him. “ lEear me! ” ^id the pretended envoy: 
“ Sikander has not invaded thy empire for the exclusive purpose 
of fighting, but to know its history, its laws, and customs, from 
personal inspection. His object is to travel through the whole 
world. Why then should he make war upon thee ? Give him 
but a free passage through thy kingdom, and nothing more is 
required. HowcA'^er if it be thy Avish to proceed to hostilities, 
he apprehends nothing from the gi'eatnoss of thy*power.” Hard 
was astonished at the majestic air and dignity of the envoy, 
never having witnessed his equal, and he anxiously said: 

“ What is thy natne, from whom art thoxi descended ? 

For that commandinjif front, that fearless eye, 

Bespeaks illustrious Inrtli, Art thou indeed 
Sikander, whom my faiicsy would believe thoc, 

So eloquent in speech, in mien so noble ? 

“ No I ” anid the envoy, “ no such rank is mine, 

Sikander holds araoiii? his numerous host 
Thousands superior to the humble slave 
Who stands before thee. It is not for me 
To put upon myself the air of kinj^s, 

Tt) ape their manners ami their lofty stale.” 

Dura could not help smiling, and ordered rcfreshments and 
wine to be brought. He filled a cup and gave it to the envoy, 
who drank it off, but did not, according to custom, return the 
empty goblet to the cup-bearer. The enp-bearer demanded the 
cup, and Diini asked the envoy Avby he did not give it back. 

It is the custom in my country,” said the envoy, “ Avhen a 
cup is olJice given into an ambassador’s bands, never to recciA’C 
it bacic again.” Dara v^as still more amused by this explana¬ 
tion, and presented to him another cup, and successively four, 
which the enA'oy did not fail to appropriate severally in the® 
same way. In the evening a feast was held, and Sikander 
partook of the delicious refreshments that had been prepared 
for him; but in the midst of the entertainment one of the 
persons present recognized him, and immediately whisjpered to 
Dfim that his enemy Avas in his power. 
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Sikandei's sharp and cautions eye now marked 
The changing scene, and up he sprang, but first 
Snatched the four cups, and rushing from the tent, 

Vaulted upon his horse, and rode away. 

Bo instantaneous was the act, amazed 
The assembly role, and presently a troop 
Was ordered in pursuit—^but night, dark night. 

Baffled their search, and checked their eager speed. 

As soon as he reached his own army, he sent for Aristatalls 
and his courtiers, and cxultingly displayed to them tlie four 
golden cups. ‘4These,” said he, “have 1 taken from my enemy, 
I have taken them from his own table, and before bis own eyes. 
His strength and numbers too I have ascortiiincd, and my suc¬ 
cess is certain.” No time was now lost in arrangonieiits for the 
battle. The armies engaged, and they fought seven days with¬ 
out a decisive blow being struck. On the eighth, Ddrd was 
compelled to fly, and his legions, defeated and harassed, were 
pursued by the Ktimis with great slaughter to the banks of the 
Euphrates. Sikander now returned to take possession of the 
capital. In the meantime Dtlrd collected his scattered forces 
together, and again tried his fortune, bnt he was again defeated. 
After his second success, the conqueror devoted himselt so 
zealously to conciliate and win the atlcctiuiis of the people, that 
they soon ceased to remember their former king with any degree 
of attachment to his interests. Sikander said to them ; “ Pereia 
indeed is my inheritance: I am no stranger to you, for I am 
myself dqpcended from Danib; you may therefore safely trust 
to my justice and paternal care, in everything that concerns* 
your welfare.” . The result was, that legion after Icgio-jhmited 
in his cause, and consolidated his power. 

WheuoDdrsl was informed of the universal disaflbetion of his 
■’army, he said to the remaining friends Avho were peraonally 
devoted to him: Alas 1 iny subjects have been delud<!d by 
the artful dissimulation and skill of Sikander ; your next mis¬ 
fortune will he, the captivity of your wives and children. Yes, 
your wives and children will be made the slaves* of the con¬ 
querors.” A few troops, still faithful to their unfortunate 
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king, offered to make another effort against the nnemj, and 
Bir^ was too gratefnl and too brave to discountenance their 
enthusiastic fidelity, though with such little chance of success. 
A fragment of an army was consequently brought into action, 
and the result was what had been anticipated. Diird was again 
a fugitive; and after the defeat, escaped with three hundred 
men into the neighbouring desert. Sikander captured his wife 
and family, but magnanimously restored them to the unfortu¬ 
nate monarch, who, destitute of all further hope, now asked for 
a place of refuge in his own dominions, and foi^’that he offered 
him all the buried treasure of his ancestors. Sikander, in reply, 
invited him to his presence ; and promised to restore him to 
his throne, that he might himself be enabled to pursue other 
conquests; but Dtlri refused to go, although advised by his 
nobles to accept the invitation. “ I am willing to put myself 
to death,” said he with emotion, “ but I cannot submit to this 
degradation. I cannot go before him, and thus personally ac¬ 
knowledge his authority over me.” Resolved upon this point, 
he wrote to Faiir,* one of the sovereigns of Ind, to request his 
assistance, and Fadr recommended that he should pay him a 
visit for the purpose of concerting what measures should be 
adopted. This con-espondcncc having come to the knowledge 
of Sikander, he took care that his enemy should be intercepted 
in whatever direction he might proceed. 

Ddm had two ministers, named Mahiysir and Jamdsipik, 
who, finding that according to the predictions of the rstrologers 
their master would in a few days fall into the handsof Sikander, 
consultfd together, and thought they had better put him to 
death'-themselvcs, tn order that they might get into favour with 
Sikander. It was night, and the soldiers of the escort'Vere dis¬ 
persed at various distances, and the vizlr^ were stationed on" 
each side of the king. As they travelled on, Jamdsipar took 

* Faiir ia probably Forus. Tbe demand of Sikander and tbe ansver of 
Fa^r coneepond exactly with what is said of Alexander and Poms in European 
history* Firdausi^ howeveri kills him; but tbe Gieeka make Um become a 
friafid of Alexander* 
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an opportunity of plunging his dagger into Diiir^'g side^ aifd 
Mahiyslr gaye another blow, which felled the monarch, to the 
ground.. They immediately sent the tidings of this event to 
Sikander, who hastened to the spot, and the opening daylight 
presented to his view the wounded king. 

> 

Dismounting quickly, he in sorrow placed 
The head of DM on his lap, and wept 
In bitterness of soul, to sec that form 
Mangled with ghastly wounds. 

DAnl still iJrcathed; and when he lifted up his eyes and 
beheld Sikandcr, he groaned deeply. Sikauder said, “ Rise up, 
that we may convey thee to a place of safety, and apply the 
proper remedies to thy wounds.”—■“ Alas ! ” replied Ddrd, “the 
time for remedies is past. I leave thee to Heaven, and mayltiy 
reign give peace and happiness to the eiTS^re.”—“ Never,” said 
Sikandcr, “ never did I desire to sec thee thus mangled and 
.ihllen—nevci- to witness this sight! If the Almighty should 
spare thy life, thou shalt again be the monarch of Persia, and 
twill go from hence. On my mother’s word, thou and I are 
sons of the same father. It is this brotherly alfection"which 
now wrings my heart! ” Saying this, the tears chased each 
other down his cheeks in such a buiidance that they fell upon 
the face of Ddrd. Again, he said, “ Thy murderers shall meet 
jvdlh merited vengeance, they shall be punished to the utter¬ 
most.” Ddrd blessed him, and said, “ My end is approaching, 
but thy s^fect discourse and consoling kindness have banished, 
all my grief. I shall now die with a mind at rest, ’^■eep no 
more— 

•My course is finished, thine is scarce begun ; 

Bat hear my dying wish, my last request: 

Pieserve the honour of my family, 

Preserre it from disgrace. 1 have a daughter 
Dearer to me than life, her name is Boshuiig; 

Espouse her, I beseech thee—and if Heaven 
Should bless thee with a boy, 01 let his name be 
Isf endiydr, that he may propagate ** 

With zw the sacred doctrines of Zerdoshti 
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The Zendavesta, then my aoul will be 
Happy in Heaven; and he, at N4u-nliz tide, 
Will aliso hold the festival I love. 

And at the altar light the Holy Fire; 

Nor will ho cease his labour, till the faith 
Of Ijohnrfisp bo everywhere accepted, 

And everywhere believed the true religion.” 


Sikander promised tliat he would assuredly fulfil the wishes 
he had expressed, and then Dard placed the palm of his 
brother’s hand on his mouth, and shortly afterwards expired. 
Sikander again wept bitterly, and then the bodyi was placed on 
a golden couch, and he attended it in sorrow to the grave. 

After the burial of Ddra, the two ministers, Jaraiisipdr and 
Mahiyir, were brought near the tomb, and executed upon the 
dhr. 

Just vengeance falls upon the guilty head, 

For they their generous monarch’s blood had shcil. 

Sikander had now no rival to the throne of Persia, and ho 
commenced his government under the most favourable auspices. 
He continued the same customs and ordinances which weie 
handed down to him, and retained every one in his established 
rank and occupation. He gladdened the heai’t by his justice 
and liberality. Keeping in mind his promise to Dird, he now 
wrote to the mother of Eoshung, and communicating to her the 
dying solicitations of the king, requested her to send Eoshung 
to him, that he might fulfil the last wish of his brother. The 
. wife of Dilrd immediately complied with the command, and sent 
her daughter with various presents to Sikander, and she on 
her aijrival married to the conqueror, according to the customs 
and laws of the empire. Sikander loved her excecdjpgly, and 
on her account remained some time in Persia, but he at length, 
determined to proceed into Ind to conquer that country of 
enchanters and enchantment. 

On approaching Ind he wrote to Kald, summoning him to 
surrender his kingdom, and received from him the following, 
answer : " I will certainly submit to thy authority, but I have 
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four things which no other person in the world possesses, and 
whicli I cannot relinquish. I have a daughter, beautiful as an 
angel of Paradise, a wj^e minister, a skilful physician, and a 
goblet of inestimable value ! ” Upon receiving this extra- 
oi'dinaiy rei)ly, Sikaifder again addressed a letter to him, in 
Avhich lie peremptorily required all these things immediately. 
Kaid not daring to refuse, or make any attempt at evasion, 
reluctantly complied with the requisition. Sikander received 
^the minister and the physician with great politeness and 
attention, aud^ii the evening h dd a splendid feast, at which ho 
espoused the beautiful daughter of Kaid, and tiikiiig the goblet 
from her hands, drank off the wine with wliich it was filled. 
After that, Kafd himself waited upon Sikander, and personally 
acknowledged his authority and dominion. 

Sikander then proceeded to claim the allegiance and homage 
of Faiir, the king of Kaniij, and wrote to him to submit to his 
power ; but Faur returned a haughty answer, saying ; 

“ Kaid Indl is a coward to obey thee, 

Blit T am P'ailr, descended from a race 
Of mateJiless warriors; and shall 1 submit, 

And to a Greek 1 ” 


Sikander was highly incensed at this bold reply. The force 
he had now with him amounted to eighty thousand men ; that 
iis, thirty thousand Irinians, forty thousand Eiimis, and ten 
' thousand India. Faiir had sixty thousand horsemen, and two 
thousand •elephants. The troops of Sikander were greatly, 
temfisd at the sight of so many elephants, which gawe the 
enemy such a tremendous superiority. Aristatalis, arfd some 
other ingenious counsellors, were requested to consult together 
to contrive some means of counteracting the power of the war- 
•elephants, and they suggested the construction of an iron 
horse, and the figure of a rider also of iron, to be placed upon 
wheels like a carriage, and drawn by a number of horses. A 
soldier/ clothed in iron armour, was to follow the y^chicle—his 
hands mid face besmeared with combustible matter, and this 
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soldier, armed with a long staff, was at an npjMiintcd signal, to 
pierce the belly of the horee and also of the rider, previously 
filled with combustibles, so that when the ignited point came in 
contact with them, the whole engine would make a tremendous 
explosion and blaze in the air. Sikailder approved of this 
invention, and collected all the blacksmiths and artisans in the 
country to construct a thousand machines of this description 
with the utmost expedition, and as soon as they wore completed, 
he prepared for action. Faiir too pushed forward with his two 
thousand elephants in advance; but when the Kandjians 
beheld such a formidable army they were surprised, and Faiir 
anxiously inejuired from his spies what if could be. Upon 
being told that it was Sikander’s artillery, his troops pushed 
tlic elephants against the cneiny with vigour, at which moment 
the combustibles were fired by the Riimis, and the machinery 
exploding, many elc])hants were burnt and destroyed, and the 
remainder, with the troops, fled in confusion. Sikander then 
encountered Faiir, and after a severe contest, slew him, and 
became ruler of the kingdom of Kaniij. 

After the conquest of Kaniij, Sikander went to Mekka, carrj - 
ing thither rich presents and offerings. From thence he pro¬ 
ceeded to another city, where he was received with great 
homage by the most illustrious of the nation. He inquired of 
them if there was anything wonderful or extraordinary in their 
country, that he might go to sec it, and they replied that there 
were two trees in the kingdom, one a male, the other a female, 
from which a voice proceeded. The male-tree spoke in the 
day, aiyl the female-tree in the night, and whoever had a* wish, 
wentrtthither to have his desires accomplished'. Sikander im¬ 
mediately repaired to the spot, and approaching it, hejhoped in 
his heart that a considerable part of his life still remained to be, 
enjoyed. 'When he came under the tree, a terrible sound arose 
and rung in his ears, and he asked the people present what it 
meant. The attendant priest said it implied that fourteen 
years of his life still remained. Sikander, at this inteiiffetation 
of the prophetic sound, wept, and the burning tears ran down 
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his cheeks. Again he asked, “ Shall I return to Riim, and sec 
my mother and children before I die ? ” and the answer was, 
“ Thon wilt die at Kashan.* 

Nor mother, nor thy family at home 
Wilt thou behold uRaiii, for thou wilt die, 

Closing thy course of glory at Kashan.” . 

Sikaudor left the place in sorrow, and pursued his way 
towards Rum. In his progress ho arrived at another city, and 
the inhabitants gave him the most honourable welcome, repre¬ 
senting to hyn, howo\'er, that they w'crc dreadfully afflicted by 
the presence of two demons or giants, who constantly assailed 
them in the night, devouring men and goats and whatever 
came in their tvay. Sikaiidcr asked tlieir names ; and tluiy 
replied, Yiijuj and Majdj (Gog and Magog). He immediately 
ordered a hairier to be erected five hundred yards high, and 
three hundred yards wide, and when it was finished he W'ent 
. away. The giants, notwithstanding all their efforts, were un¬ 
able to scale this barrier, and in consequence the inhabitants 
piirsued their occupations without the fear of molestation. 

To scenes of noble daring still he turned 
Ilis ardent spirit—for he knew not fear. 

Ktill he led on his legions—and now came 
To a strange place, where countless numbiirs met 
His wondering view—countless inhabitants 
Crowding the city streets, and neighbouring plains ; 

And in the distance i)rescnt]y he saw 
A ^ofty mountain reaching to the stars. 

Onward proceeding, at its foot he found 
A guardian-dragon, terrible in form, 

Ready w\th open jaws to crush his victim ; 

But unappallcd, Sikaiidcr him beholding 
With steady eye, which scorned to turn aside, 

Sprang forwani, and at once the monster slew. 

Ascending then the mountain, many a ridge, 

Oft resting on the way, he reached the summit, 

Wh^re the dead corse of an old saint appeared 


* Koshfcn is hero made to be thedoath-place of Alexander, Wliilst. according 
to the Greek historians, he died suddenly at Babylon, as foretuLd by the 
magicians, on thp 2Ist April, B.O. 323, in the 32nd year of his age. 

Z 
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Wrapt in his grave-clothes, and in gems imbedded. 

In gold and precious jewels glittering round, 

Seeming to snow what man is, mortal man I 
Wealth, worldly pomp, the baubletof ambition, 

All left behind, himself a heap of dust 1 

Konc ever went upon that mountain top, 

But sought for knowledge ; and Sikander hoped 
When he had reached its cloudy eminence, 

To see the visions of futurity 

Arise from that departed, holy man I 

And soon he heard a voice: Thy time is nigh I 

Yet may I thy career on earth unfold. 

It will be thine to conquer many a realm, 

Win many a crown ; thou wilt have many frierida 
And numerous foes, and thy devoted head 
Will be uplifted to the very heavens. 

Renowned and glorious shalt thou be; thy name 
Immortal; but, alas I thy time is nigh 1 ” 

' At these prophetic w'ords Hikandcr wept, 

And from that ominous mountain hastened down. 

After that Sikander journeyed on to the city of Koshiin, 
where he fell sick, and in a few days, according to the oracle and 
the prophecy, expired. He had scarcely breathed his last, when 
Aristii, and Bihdyas the physician, and his family, entered 
Kashin, and found him dead. They heat their feces, and tore 
their hair, and mourned for him forty days. 


The remainder of the Shih Nimeh contains nothing striking 
either in a poetical or historiciil point of view, and indeed 
•presents little more than an enumeration of the kings who 
reigne^ in Persia from the time of Sikander to that of Yesdjird, 
embracing among others, the names of Ardshir, Shahpur, 
Bahram Gor, Nushervin, and Khosru Purviz. 
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FIRDAUSI’S INVOCATrON. 

Thee I invoke, tlio Lord of Life and Lif'htI 
Beyond imagination pure and bright I 
To thee, sufficing praise no Longue cun give; 

We are thy creatures, and in thee we live! 

Thou art the summit, depth, the all in all, 

Creator, Guardian of this earthly hall; 

AVhateveikis, thou art—Jhotector, King, 

From thee all goodness, truth, and mercy spring. 

O pardon the misdeeds of him who now 
Bends in thy presence with a suiiplinut brow. 

Teach him to tread the path thy Prophet trod; 

To wash his heart from sin, to know his Cod; 

And gently lead him to that home of rest, 

Wliere filled with holiest rapture dwell the blest. 

Saith not that book divine, fi-om Heaven supplied, 
“Mustafa is the true, the unerring guide, 

The purest, greatest Prophet! ” Next him came 
Wise Abii Buker, of unblemished name; 

Then Omer taught the faith, unknown to guile, 

And made the world with vernal freshness smile; 
Then Othman brave th’ imperial priesthood graced; 
All, Igd by him, the Prophet’s faith embraced. 

The fourth was AH; he, the spouse adored 
Of Fatima, then spread the Buying word. 

AH, of whom Mahoramed spoke elate, 

“ I aan the city of knowledge—^he my gate.” 

AH the blest. Whoever sliall recline 
A supplicant al? his all-powerful shrine. 

Enjoys both this life and the next; in this, 

All eartldy good, in that, eternal bliss! 

From repords true my legends I rehearse, 

Z 2 
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And string the pearls of wisdom in my verse. 

That in the glimmering days of life’s decline, 

Its fruits, in wealth and honour, may be mine. 

My verse, a structure pointing to the skies; 

Whose solid strength destroying time defies. 

All praise the noble work, save only those 
Of impious life, or bsise malignant foes; 

All blest with learning road, and read again, 

The sovereign smiles, and thus approves my strain : 

“ Eichcr by far, Firdausi, than a mine 
Of precious gems, is this bright lay of thine.” 
Centuries may pass away, but still my page 
Will be the boast of each succeeding age. 

Praise, praise to MAhmiid, who of like renown. 

In battle or the banquet, tills the throne ; 

Lord of the realms of Chin and Hindustan, 

Sovereign and Lord of Persia and Tiiraii, 

With his loud voice he rends the flintiest ear; 

On land a tiger fierce, untouched by fear. 

And on the wave, he seems the crocodile 
That prowls amidst the waters of the Nile. 

Generous and brave, his equal is unknown; 

In deeds of princely worth he stands alone. 

The infant in the cradle lisps his name; 

The world exults in MAhmiid’s spotless fame. 

In festive houra Heaven smiles upon his truth j 
lu combat deadly as tl^ dragon’s tooth; 

' Bounteous in all things, his cxbaustless hand 
Difiuses blessings tl trough the grateful land; 

And, of the noblest thoughts and actions, lord ; 

The soul of Gabriel breathes in every word. 

May Heaven with added glory crown his days; 

Praise, praise to mighty Mdhmud—everlasting praise I 
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FIRDAUSI’S SATIRE ON MAIIMCD. 

• 

Know, tyrant as^thon art, this oartlily state 
Ts not eternal, but of transient date; 

Fear God, then, and adliot not lunnaii-kind; 

To merit J leaven, be tbon to Heaven resij^Tied. 

Altli(!t not even the Ant; thouf^li weak and small, 

It breathes and lives, and life is sweet to all. 
Knowln"«my teni]ier, firm, and stern, and bold, 

Did’st thou not, tyrant, tremble to behold 

]\[y sword blood-dr*)ppin<j? Ifad’st thou not the sense 

To shrink from !i:iviii<>- man like me oUence? 

What could impel thee to an act. so base? 

What, but to earn and prove thy own disgrace ? 

Why was I sentenced to be trod upon, 

And crushed to death by elephants? By one 
Whose power I scorn! Could'st thou presume that I 
AVould be aiipalled by thee, whom I defy? 

1 am the lion, I, inured to blood, 

And make the impious and the base my food ; 

And I could grind thy limbs, and spread tlK.'in far 
As Nile’s dark waters their rich ti’easnres bear. 

Fear thee! I fear not man, but God alone, 

I only bow to his Almighty throne. 

Inspiicd by Him my ready numbers llow; 
guarded by Him I dread no earthly foe. 

Thus in tl^e pride of song I j^ss ray days, 

Offering to Heaven my gratitude and praise. 

• 

From every trace of sense and feeling free, 

When thou ^t* dead, what will become of thee ? 

If thcru shouldst tear me limb from limb, and cast 
My dust and ashes to the angry blast, 

Firdausi still would live, since on thy name, * 
Mahmfrd, J did not rest my holies of fame 
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In the bright pjige of my heroic song, 
lint on the God of Hetiven, to whom belong 
lioundlcss thanksgivings, and on Sim whoso love 
Sn])])orts tlie Faithful in the realms above, 

The mighty Pj'ophet! none wlio e’er reposed 
On Him, existeiico without hope has closed. 

And thou would’st hurl me underneath the tread 
Of the wild elephant, till I were dead! 

I)(‘ad ! by that insult roused, I should become 
An elephaivt in power, and seal thy doom—■ 
IMahmiid ! if fear of man hath never awed 
^riiy heart, at least fear thy Oreator, God. 

Full many a warrior of illnslvious worth. 

Full many of humble, of impei*ial birth: 

Ti'ir, Selim, Jemslud, Minuehihr the brave, 

Have died; for nothing had the jjower to save 
These mighty monarchs from the common doom; 
They died, but blest in memory still they bloom. 
Thus kings too ])eris]i—none on earth remain, 
Since all things human seek the dust again. 

O, had thy father graced a kingly throne. 

Thy mother been for royal virtues known, 

A differcnt fate the poet then had shared, 

Honours and wealth had been his just reward; 

But how remote from thee a glorious line! 

Ho'high, ennobling ancestry is thine; 

From a vile stock thy bold career began, 

A Blacksmith was thy sire of Isfahan. 

Alas! from vice can goodness ever spring ? 

Is mercy hoped for in a tyrant king ? 

Can water wash the Ethiopian white ? 

Can we yemove the darkness from the night ? 

The tree to w’hich a bitter fruit is given, 

Would still be bitter in the bowers of Heaven > 
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And a bad heart keeps on its vicious course; 

Or if it changes, changes for the wotse; 

"Whilst streams of iftilk, where Eden’s flowrets blow, 
Acquire more licgiicd sweetness as they flow. 

The reckless king who gi’inds the poor like thee, 
Must ever be consigned to infamy! 

Now mark Firdausi’s strain, his Book of Kings 
Will ever soar upon triumnhant wings. 

All who Have listened to its vaiions lore 
llcjoice, the wise gi'ow wiser than befoi'e; 

Heroes of other times, of ancient days, 

For ever flourish in iny sounding lays; 

Have I not sung of Kiliis, Tiis, and friw; 

Of matchless Kustem, faithful, still, and true. 

Of the great Den ion-binder, w'ho could throw 
His kamund to the Heavens, and seize his foe 1 
Of Huslieng, Feridiin, and Sam Suwslr, 

Lohurasp, Kai-khosrau, and Tsfendiyilr; 

Oushtitsp, Arjasp, and him of mighty name, 

Giidarz, with eighty sons of martial fame! 

The toil of thirty yearn is now complete, 

Eccord sublime of many a warlike feat, 

Written midst toil and trouble, but the strain 
Awjfkens every heart, and will remain 
A lasting stimulus to glorious deeds ; 

For even the bashful maid, who kindling reads. 
Becomes a warrior. Thirty yearS of care, 

Ur^ed on by royal promise, did I boar, 

And now, deceived and scorifed, the aged bard 
I 5 basely cheated of his pledged reward! 



344 


THE SHAH NAMEH. 


THE STOKY OF SOHRAB. 

*r 

The following is the translation of the story of Sohrah lucu- 
tioned in the Preface, and abridged in ‘che body of the work. 
It forms jjerhaps one of the most beautiful and interesting 
episodes in the Shi'ih Nainch. Had the poet been able to dejiict 
the nieer varieties of emotion and passion, the more refined 
workings of the mind under the influence of disappointment, 
love, and despair, the poem would have been still i,nore deserving 
of praise. But, as Dr. Johnson observes of Milton, “he knew 
human nature only in the gross, and had never studied the 
shades of character, nor the combinations of concurring, or the 
jKjrplexity of contending passions;" yet is there much to 
admire. Sir William Jones had planned a tragedy of Sohn'ib, 
and intended to have arranged it with a chorus of the Magi, or 
Pirc-worshippers, but it was found unfinished at the time of his 
death. 

It may be here observed, that the rules of poelical transla¬ 
tion are now pretty generally understood. Even in Europoail 
languages, which arc not essentially dissimilar in idiom and 
imagery, considerable latitude of expression is ahvays allowed. 
Those who best know the peculiarities of the Persian will 
acknowledge how requisite it is to adopt a still greater freedom 
of intcrpi'ctation in conveying Eastern notions into English 
verse. I have consequently paid more attention to sentiments 
tJian wonls, to ideas than expressions, avoiding all the repetitions 
and redvindancics which could not be presciwed with any d'egi-ee 
of success; for it was incumbent upon me to keep in mind 
that I w'os writing a poem in English, and that EnglishrPcrsian 
will no more do than English-Greek. It was said of Dacier, 
I’especting his translation of Plutarch, that his book was not 
found to be French-Greek. He had carefully followed that rule, 
which no translator ought to lose sight of, the great rule of 
humouring the genius, and maintaining the structure, of his 
own language.” 
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sohrAb. 

O YE, who dwell iif Youth’s inviting bowers, 

Waste not, in nseless joy, your liecting hours. 

But rather let tlie tears of sorrow roll, 

And sad reflexion fill the conscious soul. 

For many a jocund spring has passed away, 

And many a flower has blossomed, to decay; 

And human life, still hastening to a close, 
l^’inds in the Avorthlcss dust its bust rc 2 >osc. 

Still the vain world abounds in strife and hate. 

And sire and son jirovoke each other’s fate; 

And kindred blood by kindred hands is shed, 

And vengeance sleci)s not—dies not, with the dead. 
All nature fades—the garden’s treasures fall, 

Yoinig bud, and citron rijje—all perish, all. 

And now a tale of sorrow must be tfdd, 

A tale of tears, derived from ^liibid old, 

And thus remembered.— 

With the dawn of day, 

Rustem arose, and Avandering took his way. 

Armed for the chase, where slojung to the slcy, 
Turan’s lone wilds in sullen grandeur lie ; 

There, to disiicl his melancholy mood, 

JTe urged his matchless steed through glen and wood. 
Flifehed with the noble game which met his view, 

•He starts the wdld-ass o’er the glistening dew; 

And, oft exulting, sees his quivering dart. 

Plunge through the glossy skin,*and incrce the hetilR.- 
Tired of the sport, at length, he sought the shade. 
Which near % stream embowering trees displayed. 

And with his arrow’s point, a fii*e he raised. 

And thorns and grass before him quickly blazed. 

The severed parts upon a bough he cast. 

To catch the flames; and when the righ repast 
Was dre&t ; with flesh and marrow, savoiy food, 
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He quelled his hunger; and the sparkling flood 
That murmured at his feet, his thirst rcprest ; 

Then gentle sleep composed his limbs to rest. 

Meanwhile his horse, for speed and ,form reno^vn’d, 
Ranged o’er the plain with flowery herbage crown’d, 
Euciimbcring arms no more his sides opprest. 

No folding mail confined his ample chest,* 

Gallant and free, he left the Champion’s side, 

And cropp’d the mead, or sought the cooling tide; 

When lo! it chanced amid that woodland chase, 

A band of horsemen, rambling near the place. 

Saw, with surprise, superior game astray, 

And rushed at once to seize the noble prey; 

But, in the imminent struggle, two beneath 
His steel-clad hoofs received the stroke of death; 

One proved a stei'ncr fate—for downward borne, 

The mangled head was from the shoulders torn. 

Still undismayed, again they nimbly sprung, 

And round his neck the noose entangling flung s 
Now, all in vain, he spurns the smoking ground. 

In vain the tumult cclioca all around; 

They bear him off, and view, with ardent eyes, 

His matcldoss beauty and majestic size; 

Then soothe his fury, anxious to obtain, 

A bounding steed of his immortal strain. 

When Rustem woke, and miss’d his favorite hoise, 

The loved comi)anion of his glmuous course; 

Son owing he rose, and, hastening thence, began 
To shape his dubious way to Sameng^n; 

“ Reduced to journey thus, alone! ” he said, 

“ How pierce the gloom which thickens round my head; 

“ Burthen’d, on foot, a dreary, waste in view, 

Where shall I bend my steps, what path pursue ? 

i 

* The Bxmoat Called BurgUBtuwtlh Almost covered the bom^ ahd was 
usually made of leather aad felt-dptb^ 
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“ Tlie Bcoflin^ Tih’ks will cry, ‘ llcliold onr miglit! 

“ ‘ Wo won tlie lro])liy from the (Ihampion-ltiiij^ht! 
“ ‘ From him whd^ ivckloss of his fiimc and ])rid(', 

“ ‘ Thus idly sU])t, ujid thus i.niiobly died.’ ” 
(Jirdijis^ his hn’us ho "alhorcd from tlio hold, 
iris quivered sLori's, his hoaiiiy sword and shield, 
Harness and saddk-«'o.ir were o’er him slung, 
liridlc and mail across his shoulders hung.* 

I’lien looking round, whtl anxious eye, to meet. 

The brdhd impression of his charger’s feet,t 
The track he hail’d, and following, onward prosfc, 
While grief and ho]>e alternate filled his hmist. 

(Ter vale and wild-wood led, he soon descries, 
The regal (dty’s shining turrets rise. 

And when the riiampion’s near apiwoach is known. 
The usual homage waits him to the throne. 

The king, on toot, recoi^'cd his wclcotnc guest 
With proffered friendship, and his coming blest; 
Uut Rustem frowned, and with resentment fired, 
Spoke of his wrongs, the plundered steed required. 
“ I’ve traced his footsteps to your royal town, 

“ Here must he bo, protected by your crown; 

“ But if retained, if not from fettere freed, 

“ My vengeance shall o’ertakc tlie felon-deed.” 


* In tfiifl hunting excursion lie is comiilctely armed, being supplied with 
speai^ sword, shield, mace, bow and arrows. Like tlie knight enants of 
after times, he seldom even slept nnanned. Single combat and the romantic 
enterprises of European Chivalry may indeed he traced to the Easi. ^Rustem 
was a most illustrious exfimple of all that is pious, disinterested, ana heroic. 
The advdhture now describing is highly characteristic of a chivalrous age. In 
the Dissertation prefixed to liichardson’s Dictionary, mention is made of a 
famous Arabian Knigh^-eiTant called Abu Mahommud Albatal, “ who wandered 
every where in quest of adventures^ and redressing grievances. He was killed 

in theyeai>738.” , 

■f" Sm the Story of the Horse in Zadig, which is doubtless of Oriental origin, 
la the* upper parts of Hindustan, it is said that the people are exceedingly 
expert hi discovering robbers by tracing the marks of their htirscs’ feet. These 
mounted robbers are called Kussaks. The llnssian Cossavk is probably 
derived from /hd same word. 
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** My honored guest! ” the wondering King replied,— 

“ Khali Rustem’s wants or wishes be denied ? 

“ Rut let not auger, headlong, fierce, and blind, 

‘‘ O’crcloud the virtues of a generous mind. 

“ If stilt within the limits of ray reign, 

“ The well known courser shall be thine again : 

“ For Rakush never can remain concealed, 

“ No more than Rustem in the battle-field! 

“ Then cease to nourish useless rage, and share 
“ With joyous heart ]ny hospitable fare.” 

’riie son of VjAI now felt his Avrath subdued. 

And glad sensations in his soul renewed. 

'I’hc ready herald by tiie King’s command. 

Convened the Chiefs and Warriors of the land; 

And soon the banquet so(;ial glee rcstoi'cd, 

And China winc-cups glittered on the board; 

And cheerful song, and music’s magic power, 

And sparkling wine, beguilcfl the festive hour.f 
’.riie dulcet draughts o’er Rustem’s senses stole, 

And melting strains absorbed his softened soul. 

But when uppi’oached the period of repose, 

All, prompt and mindful, fi'om the banquet rose; 

A couch was spread well worthy such a guest. 

Perfumed with rose and musk; and Avhi'Bj at rest, 

In ‘deep sound sleep, the wearied Champion lay. 

Forgot Avere all the sorroAvs of the w'ay. 

One Avutch had passed, and still sweet slumber shed 
Its Kiagic power around the hero’s head— , 

S 

* Thus Alcinous convenes the chiefs of Phieacla in honour of Ulysses. 

+ The original gives to the singers black eyes and checks like roses. These 
women ai-o genci-ally known by the term Lillian, pcrhaiw referring to tlieir 
beauty, as Lulh signiiios a pearl, a gem, a jewel; tlu'ugh LCil6 is also tlie 
imiiic of a i>eoi>lo or tribe of Persia. . • 

Thus Haliz : 

** Oh, these wanton damsels, llattorcrs, and dlsturbcra of the city." 

The guests drank **grief-removing wine.” The Nepenthe of Homer.— 
Odyssey, ir. 221. 
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When forth Tahmtneh came,—a damsel held 
An amber taper, which the gloom dispelled, 

And near his pillcav stood; in beauty bright, 

The monarch’s.danghtcr struck his wondering siglit. 
Clear as the moon, in glowing charms arrayed. 

Her winning eyes the light of heaven disphiyed; 

Her cypress form entranced the gsvzer’s view,* 

Her waving curls, the heart, resistless, drew, 
llcT eye-brows like the Archer’s bended bow; 

Her ringlets, snares; her cheek, the rose’s glow,t 
Mixed with the lily,—from her car-tiiis hung 
lliiigs rich and glittering, star-like ; and her tongue. 
And lips, all sugared sweetness—pearls the while 
Sparkled within a mouth formed to beguile. 

Her presence dimmed the stars, and breathing round 
Fragmncc and joy, she scarcely touched the ground,t 
So light her step, so gracelul—every part 
Perfect, and suited to her spotless heart. 

Rustem, surprised, the gentle maid addressed, 

And asked what lovely stranger broke his rest. 

“ What is thy name,” he said ,—** what dost thou seek 
“ Amidst the gloom of night ? Fair vision speak! ” 

“ 0 thou,” she softly sigh’d, “ of matchless fame! 

“ With pity hear, Tahmineh is my name I 


* Tliciftritas in Idyllium, xviii. 30, compares Helen to the Cypress, hut 
withes, the Cyi>rc8S is uniformly consecrated Lu sorrow, amongst the Asiatfes 
to joy and gladness. ■ 

T **Ensuaiing ringlets,” Thus Shakspearc; 

t 

* Hero in her hairs, 

Tile painter plays the Bpider—and hath woven 
A goldou mesh t(i entrnp the hearts of men, 

Faste; than gnats in cobwebs: But her eyes I 

MaHCHAirr of Venicb, iii., 2. 

A 

^ Beauty and fragrance are amongst the poets inseparable. The Persians 
ev^eed even tho Greeks in their Love of perfume, though Anacreon thought 
it BO indispensable a part of beauty, that in directing thedthodian Artist to 
paint the mUtreBB ol bis heart, he v^es even her fiatgrance to be pourtrayed. 
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“ The pangs of love my anxious heart employ, 

“ And flattering promise long-cxpccted joy; 

“ No curious eye has yet these features seen, 

“ My voice unheard, beyond the sacred screen.- 
“ How often have I listened with amaze, 

“ To thy great deeds, enamoured of thy praise; 

“ IIow oft from every tongue I’ve heard the strain, 

“ And thought of thee—and sighed, and sighed again. 
“ The ravenous eagle, hovering o’er his prey, 

“ Starts at thy gleaming sword and flies away ; 

“ Thou art the slayer of the Demon brood, 

“ And the fierce monsters of the echoing wood. 

“ Where’er thy mace is seen, shrink back the bolil, 

' “ Thy javelin’s flash all tremble to behold. 

“ Hnchanted with the stories of thy fame, 

“ My fluttering heart responded to tl>y name; 

“ And whilst their magic influence I felt, 

“ In pniyer for thee devotedly I knelt; 

“ And fervent vowed, thus powerful glory charms, 

“ No other spouse should bless my longing arms.f 


* As a proof of her innocence Tahmineh declares to Rustem, “No ijergon 
has ever seen me out of my private ohauiber, or even heard the sound of luy 
voice/' It is but just to remark, that the seclusion in which women of rank 
continue in Pci-sia, and other parts of the East, is not, by them, considered 
intfilcnible, or even a hardshii>. Custom hiis not only rendered it familiar, 
but happy. It has nothing of the unprofitable severity of the cloister. The 
Zenanas are supplied with every thing that can please and gratify aicasonablc 
Wish, and it is well known that the women of the east have influence and 
powder, mere flattering and solid, than the free unsecludcd beauties oi the 
western world. 

f iill*itnguished valour and r chievements in war have always commanded 
admii-ation, and there are many instances in which women hoive, like 
Tahmfneh, fallen in love with a hero's gloiy. Josephus has recorded that 
the king's daughter betrayed the city of Saba, in Ethiopia, into the hands of 
Moses, having l}ecomc enamoured of him by seeing frohi the walls the valour 
and bravery which he displayed at the head of the Egyptian army. Dido was 
won by the celebrity of .£ncas. Kotzebue lias drawn Elvira enamoured of the 
hme and glory of Fizarro, Her passion is described with great strengtji and 
feeling. When last she discovers^ the savage, tho merciless disposition of 
flie coiiquerorf ahe thus addresses biqi. ^'Ihinkest thou that my love will 
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“ Indulgent heaven propitious to my prayer, 

“ Now brings thee hither to reward my care. 

“ Trinln’s doininiops tljou hast soiiglit, alone, 

“ By night, in darkneas—thou, the mighty one! 

“ 0 claim my hand, and grant my soul’s desii'e; 

“ Ask me in matriage of my royal sire; 

“ Perhaps a boy our wedded h»ve may crown, 

“ IrVJiose strength like thine may gain the world’s renown. 
“ Nay more—for Hamcngiin will keep my word,— 

“ Rakusli to thee again shall be restoi’cd.” 

Tlie damsel thus her ardent thought expressed, 

And Rustem’s heart beat joyous in his breast, 

Hearing her passion—not a word was lost, 

And Raknsh safe, by him still valued most; 

He called her near; with graceful step she came, 

And marked with throbbing pulse his kindled flame. 

And now a Aliibid, fi'om the (lhampion-knight, 

Requests the royal SiincLion to the rite; * 

O’erjoyed, the king the honoured suit approves, 

O’erjoyed to bless the doting child he loves, 

And happier still, in showering smiles around, 

To be allied to warrior so renowned. 

survive thy fame ? No I thy glory is my idol I I now find tliee a deception, 
and Elvira is lost to thee for ever I ” 

The lovely Desdemona nffoi-ds another instance. 

Olh. Her father loved me ; oft iiivih.'d me ; 

Still questioned me the story of my life. 

From year to year; the hattlcs, slcgcsj fortunesi 
That 1 had passed. 

I ran It through even from my hoyi.sh days, 

Wherein I siioke of most diKastrous clnnecs, 

Of moving accidents hy flood and field. 

Bhe wished she had not hoard it; yet she wished. 
llUit heaven had made her such a man; she tliankod me: 

She loved me for the dangers 1 had passed; 

And 1 )ove4 her that she did pity them. OT>jfiL|.Oj act 1. mc. 3. 

* The iDATria^e eeremony was pOTfonced conformably to the laws of the 
country. There was nothing of, 

Poqjugjum Tocst: hoc praetexit nomine culpaiii. • 

. ViKOiL, J&n. iv« 172. 
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When the delighted father, doubly blest. 

Resigned his daughter to his glorious guest. 

The people shared the gladness whjch it gave, 

The union of the beauteous and the brave. 

To grace their nuptial day—^both old* and young. 

The hynio:ical gratulations sung: 

“ May this young moon bring happiness and joy, 

“ And every source of enmity destroy.” 

The marriage-bower received the happy pair. 

And love and transport shower’d their blessings there. 

Ere from his lofty sphere the morn had thrown 
llis glittering radiance, and in splendour shone. 

The mindful Champion, from his sinewy arm, 

Jlis bracelet drew, the soul-ennobling charm; 

And, as he held the wondrous gift with pride, 

1 le thus address’d his love-devoted bride! 

“ Take this,” he said, “ and if, by gi-acious heaven, 

“ A daughter for thy solace should be given, 

“ liCt it among her ringlets be displayed, 

“ And joy and honour will await the maid; 

“ But should kind fate increase the nuptial-joy, 

“ And make thee mother of a blooming boy, 

“ Around his arm this magic bracelet bind, 

“ To fire with virtuous deeds his ripening mind; 

“ The strength of Sim will neiwe his manly form, 

“ In temper mild, in valour like the storm; 

“ His not the dastard fate to shrink, or turn 
“ Erom where the lions of the battle bum; 

**V^To him the soaring eagle ft’om the sky 
“ Will stoop, the bravest yield to him, or fly; 

“ Thus shall his bright career imperious claim 
“ The well-won honours of immortal fame! ” 

Ardent he said, and kissed her eyes and face, 

And lingering held her in a fond embrace. 

Whcn> the bright sun his radiant brow displayed^ 
And earth in all its loveliest hues arrayed, 
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The Champion rose to leave his spouse’s side, 

The warm afifections of his weeping bride. 

For her, too soon ttjc winged moments flew, 

Too soon, alas! the parting hour she knew; 

Clasped in his anns, with many a streaming tear. 

She tried, in vaid, to win his deafen’d ear; 

Still tried, ah fruitless struggle! to impart, 

The swelling anguish of her bursting heart. 

The father now with gratulations due 
Rustem e^proaches, and displays to view 
The fiery war-horse,—welcome as the light 
Of heaven, to one immersed in dcejiest night; 

The Champion, wild with joy, fits on the rein. 

And girds the saddle on his back again; 

Tlien mounts, and leaving sire and wife behind, 

Onward to Sistan rushes like the wind. 

But when returned to Zabul’s friendly shade. 

None knew what joys the Warrior had delayed; 

Still, fond remembrance, with endearing thought. 

Oft to his mind the scene of rapture brought.* 

AVhen nine slow-circling months had roll’d away. 
Sweet-smiling pleasure hailed the brightening day— 

A wondrous boy Tahmineh’s tears supprest, 

And lull’d the sorrows of her heart to rest; 

To him, predestined to be great and brave. 

The name Sohrdb his tender mother gave; 

Apd as he grew, amazed, the gathering throng, 

View’d his large limbs, his sinews firm and strong^* 

His infant* years no soft endearment claimed: 

Atl^etic sports his eager soul inflamed; 

Broad at the chest and taper round the loins. 

Where to the rising hip the body joins; 

Hunter and wrestlw ; and so great his speed. 

He coidd overtake, and hold the swiftest steed. 

» 

In tAo Argonautics of Appollonius Rhodius, the tender parting of Jason 
md Hypsipyle, is very slinilar to that of Rustem and Tahmineh# 

A A 
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HIb noble aspect, and majestic grace, 

Betrayed the offspi’ing of a glorious race. 

How, with a mother’s ever anxious love, 

Still to retain him near her heart she strove I 
For when the father’s fond inquiry came, 

Cautious,- she still concealed his birth and name. 

And feign’d a daughter born, the evil fraught 
With misery to avert—^but vain the thought; 

Not many years had passed, with downy flight, 

Ere he, Tahmineh’s wonder and delight, 

With glistening eye, and youthfal ardour warm, 
Filled her foreboding bosom with alarm. 

“ O now relieve my heart! ” he said, “ declare, 

“ From whom I sprang and breathe the vital air. 

“ Since, from my childhood I have ever been, 

“ Amidst my play-mates of superior mien; 

“ Should friend or foe demand my father’s name, 

“ Let not my silence testify my shame! 

“ If still concealed, you falter, still delay, 

“ A mother’s blood shall wash the crime away.” 

** This wrath forego,” the mother answering cried, 
“ And joyful hear to whom thou art allied. 

“ A glorious line precedes thy destined birth, 

“ The mightiest heroes of the sons of earth. 

“ The deeds of Silm remotest realms admire, 

“ And Zill, and Rustem thy illustrious sire 1 ” 

In private, then, she Rustem’s letter placed 
Bpfore his view, and brought with eager haste 
Three sparkling rubies, wedges three of gold, 

From Persia sent—“ Behold,” she said, “ behold 
Thy father’s gifts, will these thy doubts remove 
The costly pledges of paternal love!" , 

" Behold this bracelet charm, of sovereign power 
** To baffle fete in danger’s awful hour j 
** But thou must still the perilous secret keep, 

" Nor ask the harvest of renown to reap; 
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" For when, by this peculiar signet known, 

Thy glorious father shall demand his son, 

“ Doomed from heaonly joy in life to part, 

" 0 think what pangs will rend thy mother's heart I 
“ Seek not the fame which only teems with woe} 
Afrslsiyab is Rustem’s deadliest foe I 
“ And if by him discovered, him I dread, 

“Revenge will fall upon thy guiltless head." 

The youth replied: “ In ^ aiii tliy sighs and tears, 
“ The secret breathes and mocks thy idle fears. 

“ No human power can fate’s decrees control, 

“ Or check the kindled ardour of my soul. 

“ I’heii wliy from me the bursting truth conceal ? 

“ l^Iy father’s foes even now my vengeance feel; 

“ Even now in wrath my native legions rise, 

“ And sounds of desolation strike tlie skies; 

“ Kalis hiinself, hurled from his ivory throne, 

“ Shall yield to Rustem the imperial crown, 

“ And thou, my mother, still in triumph seen, 

“ Of lovely Persia hailed the honoured queen 1 
“ Then shall Tiir^n unite beneath my band, 

" And drive this proud oppressor from the land I 
“ Father and Son, in virtuous league combined, 

« No savage despot shall enslave mankind; 

“ When Sun and Moon o’er heaven refulgent blaze, 
“ Shftll little Stars obtrude their feeble rays ? * 


* In Percy’s Collection, there is an old song which contains a simifa): !■ 

Te meaner beauties of the iiiglit, 

Which satisfy our eyes 1 
More by your number tliaii your light, 

Like common people of tlie nkies, 

JVbut are ye when tlie Moon dotii risef 


Thxu imer^UB, speaking of Epicurus. 

Qui genus htimanum iiigcnio BujicraWt, et omneis 
rrseatlnzit, Stellas exortus utl wtherius t5ol. * 

lAe liEB. Nat. IIL 1060. 

± A 2' 
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He paused, and then; 0 mother, I must now 
** My father seek, and see his lofty brow; 

“ Be mine a horse, such as a prince demands, 

" Fit for the dusty field, a warrior’s hands; 

“ Strong as an elephant his form should be, 

** And chested like the stag, in motion free, 

" And swift as bird, or fish; it would disgrace 
A warrior bold on foot to show his face.” 

The mother, seeing how his heart was bent, 

His day-star rising in the firmament, 

Oommands the stables to be searched to find 
Among the steeds one suited to his mind; 

Pressing their backs he tries their strength and nerve. 
Bent double to the ground their bellies curve ; 

Not one, from neighbouring plain and mountain brought. 
Equals the wish with which his soul is fraught ; 

Fruitless on every side he anxious turns, 

Fruitless, his brain with wild impatience bums, 

But when at length they bring the destined steed. 

From Rakush bred, of lightning’s winged speed. 

Fleet, as tlie arrow from the bow-string flies. 

Fleet, as the eagle darting through the skies. 

Rejoiced he springs, and, with a nimble bound. 

Vaults in his seat, and wheels the courser round; 

“ With such a horse—thus mounted, what remains ? 

“ Kdiis, the Persian King, no longer reigns! ” 

High fluslied he speaks—^with youthful pride elate, 

Eager to crush the Monarch’s glittering state; 

He grasps his javelin with a hero’s might. 

And pants with ardour for the field of fight. 

Soon o’er the realm his fame expanding spread, 

And gathering thousands hasten’d to hSs aid. 

His Grond-sire, pleased, beheld the warrior-train 
Successive throng and darken all the plain; 

And botiuteonsly his treasures he supplied. 

Camels, and steeds, and gold.—In martial pride, 
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Sohnib was seen—a Grecian helmet graced 
His brow—and costliest mail his limbs embraced. 

AfnisiyAb now h^rs with ardent joy, 

The bold ambition of the warrior-boy, 

Of him who, perfumed with the milky bi’eath 
Of infancy, was threatening war and death,«. • 

And burating sudden from his mother's side, 

Had launched his bark upon the perilous tide. 

The insidious King secs well the tempting hour, 
Favouring his arms against the Persian power, 

And thence, inJiastc, the enterprise to share. 

Twelve thousand veterans selects with care; 

To Humiln and Barmdu the charge consigns, 

And thus his force with Samengan combines; 

But treacherous first his martial chiefs he prest, 

To keep the secret fast within their breast:— 

“ For this bold youth must not his father know, 

“ Each must confront the other as his foe,— 

“ Such is my vengeance! With unhallowed rage, 

“ Father and Son shall dreadful battle wage! 

“ Unknown the youth shall Rustem’s force withstand, 
“ And soon o’crwhclm the bulwark of the land. 

“ Rustem removed, the I’ersian throne is ours, 

“ An easy conquest to confederate powera; 

“ And then, secured by some propitious snare, 

“ Sohrab himself our galling bonds shall wear. 

“ Or should the Son by Rustem’s falchion bleed, 

** The father’s horror at that fatal deed, 

Will rend his soul, and 'midst hjis sacred grief, 

“ l^ds in vain will supplicate relief.” 

The tutored chiefs advance with speed, and bring 
Imperial presents to the future kiiig; * 


Aipongst the nations of the East, nothing can be <1one without presents 
bc^een.the parties, whether the negotiation be of a political, commercial, or 
of a domestic nature, liomcr ipeaks of presents, bu| they are only proffered 
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In stately pomp the embassy proceeds; 

Ten loaded camels, ten unrivalled steeds, 

A golden crown, and thtone, whose jewels bright 
Gleam in the sun, and shed a sparkling light. 

A letter too the Ci-afty tyrant sends, 

And frauciful thus the glorious aim commends.— 

“ If Persia’s spoils invite thee to the field, 

“ Accept the aid my conquering legions yield j 
“ Led by two Chiefs of valour and renown, 

“ Upon thy head to place tlie kingly crown.” 

Elate with promised fame, the youth surveys 
The regal vest, the throne’s irradiant blaze, 

The golden crown, the steeds, the sumptuous load ■ 

Of ten strong camels, craftily bestowed; 

Salutes the Chiefs, and views on every side. 

The lengthening ranks with various arms supplied. 

The march begins—the brazen drums resound,* 

His moving thousands hide the trembling ground; 

Fo]‘ Persia’s verdant land he wields the spear. 

And blood and havoc mark his groaning rear.f 
To check the In vader’s hoiTor-spteading courae. 

The baiTier-fort opposed unequal force ; 

That fort whose walls, extending wide, contained 
The stay of Peraia, men to battle trained. 

conditionally^ as in the Iliad, where UlysscE and Ajaic endeavour to oonciliate 
Achilles. 

Ten weiglity talents of the imrest gold. 

And twice ten vases of rcfuigoiit mould; 

Twelve steeds untnat(*heil in flcctness and in force, 

And still victor*uus in the dusty coui-se, 

All these, to tiuy bis friendship, shall be paid. 

PoPK, Illau, ix. 122. 

But in the East, the presents jprecuU the negotiation. 

* Kus is a tymkil, or large brass drum, which is beat in the palaces oi 
camps of Eastern Princes. „ 

t It appears throughout the Shdh Ndmeb that whenever any army was put 
it motion, the inhabitants and the countiy^ whether hostile or friondlyi were 
equally given up, to plunder and devastation. 

4 

** Every tblhg in their progress was burnt and destroyed.' 
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Soon as Hujlr the dusky crowd descried, 

Tic on his own presumptuous arm relied, 

And left the fort; jn mail with shield and spear, 

Viiuntiu,s>f he 8];oko,—“ What hostile foroo is here ? 

“What (.Jhieftain dares our war-like realms iiimle ?” 

“ And who art tTiou ? ” Sfdirah indif'nant 8.nd, 
llushinn; towards him with uiidaujitcd look— 

“ Hast thou, audacious ! nerve and soul to brook 
“ The crocodile in fight, that to the strife 
“ Singly •thou comest, reckless of thy life ? ” 

To this this foe replied—“ A Tiirk and I 
“ Have never yet hcon hound in friejidly tic ; 

“And soon thy liead shall, severed hy my sword, 

“ (llfidden the sight of Persia’s mighty lord, 

“ While thy torn limbs to vultures shall he given, 

“ Or blea(!h beneath the ])arehing blast of heaven.” 

The youthful hero laughing hears the boast,* 

And now by each continual spears are tost, 

Mingling together ; like a flood of fire 
The boaster meets his adversary’s ire ; 

The horse on which he rides, with tlmndering pace, 

Seems like a mountain moving from its base ; t 
Sternly be seeks the stripling’.s loins to wound, 

But the lance hurtless drops upou the gi’ouiid; 

SohrAb, advancing, hurls his steady spear 
Full on the middle of the vain Uujlr, 

,Who stagger's in his scat. With proud disdain 
The youth now flings him headlong on the plain,^* 

* The^circumstances in Sobr&h’s first encounter somewhat resemble the 
first eijj^agement of young Ascanius with the boaster Numaiius. Virgil, Mn, ix. 
592. 

+ The simile of a nfbving mountain occurs in the Iliad. Hector with his 
white )»luiyes, is compared to a moving mountain topt with snow. Book xiii. 
754, But Virgil has added considcrahly to this image. The Trojan hero 
D^pves, towai-ds Tumus. 

Quantufl Athos, aut cpiaiitus Ei>x» aui iiww roniscft 

Qumii frcinit ilidhuri, qnujiUis, 

lattice fie adtolleiiri pater Aiqicpnmusi od auras. i£n..xll. 701. 
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And quick dismounting, on his heaving breast 
Triumphant stands, his Khunjer firmly prest, 

To strike the head ofF,—but the b^ow was stayed— 
Trembling, for life, the craven boaster prayed. 

That ^pcrcy granted eased his coward mind, 
Though,■'dire disgrace, in captive boilds confined. 
And sent to Hiimsln, who amazed beheld 
How soon Sohrilb his daring soul had quelled. 

When G urd-afrid, a peerless warrior-dame, 

Heard of the conflict, and the hero’s shame, 

Groans heaved her breast, and tears of -anger flowed 
Her tulip cheek with deeper crimson glowed ; 
f^peedful, in arms magnificent arrayed, 

• A foaming palfrey bore the martial maid ; 

The Imrnishcd mail her tender limbs embraced. 
Beneath her helm her clustering locks she ])laced ; 
Poise<l in lier hand an iron javelin gleamed, 

And o’er the ground its sparkling lustre streamed ; 
Accoutred thus in manly guise, no eye 
However piercing could her sex descry ; 

Now, like a lion, from the fort she bends, 

And 'midst thq foe impetuously descends ; 

Fearless of soul, demands with haughty tone. 

The bravest chief, for war-like valour known. 

To try the eljance of fight. In shining arms. 
Again Sohvab the glow of battle warms ; 

With scornful smiles, “ Another deOr ! ” he cries, 

“ Come to my victor-toils, anotlier prize I ” 


* Thus hid in arms, she seeincd a goodly knight, 

And "fit for any warlike exercise ; 

But when she list lay down her armour bright, 

And back resume her peaceful maiden's guide; 

The fairest maid she was that ever yet, 

Prison’d her locks within a golden net. 

Or let them waving hang, with roses foir beset 

Fletcher’s Poiple bland, Gant 
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The damsel euiw his noose insidious spread, 

And soon her arrows whizzed around his head ; 

With steady skill ^[le twanginj? how she drew, 

And still her pointed darts uncn-ing flew ; 

For when in forest sports she touohed the string. 
Never escaped cVen bird upon the wing ; 

Furious he burned, and high his buckler held, 

To ward the storm, by growing force impell’d ; 

And tilted forward with au;^;inentcd wrath. 

But Guiid-afrid aspires to cross his path ; 

Now o’er her back the slacken’d bow resounds ; 

Slie grasps her Isihcc, her goaded coui’scr bounds, 
Driven on the youth with ])orsevering might— 
Unconquer’d courage still prolongs the light; 

The stripling Chief shields off the threaten’d blow, 
Reins in his steed, then rushes on the foe ; 

With outstretch’d arm, ho bending bjickwards hung. 
And, ^.'^hering strength, his pointed javelin flung ; 
Firm through her girdle belt the weapon went, 

And glancing down the polish’d armour rent. 
Staggering, and stunned by his superior force. 

She almost tumbled from her foaming horse. 

Yet unsubdued, she cut the siiear in two, 

And from her side the quivering fragment drew, 
Then gain’d her seat, and onward urged her steed, 
Bi^t strong and fleet Sohrab arrests her speed : 
Strikes off her helm, and sees—a woman’s face. 
Radiant with blushes and commanding grace ! 

Thus undeceived, in admiration^lost, 

Iki cries, “ A woman, from the Persian ho^t! 

“ If Persian damsels thus in arms engage, 

" Who shall repel their warrior’s fiercer rage ? 

Tlien from his saddle thong—his noose he drew, 
,And round her waist the twisted loop he threw,— 

*.* Now sedc not to escape,” he sharply said,. 

** Such u the late of war, unthinking maid! 
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“ And, as such beauty seldom swells our pride, 

“ Vain thy attempt to cast my toils aside.” 

I' 

In this extreme, but one resource remained, 

Only one remedy her hope sustained,— 

Expert in wiles each siren-art she knew. 

And thence exposed her blooming face to view; 

Raising her full black oi'bs, serenely bright. 

In all her charms she blazed before his sight ;* 

1 

GJfinl-afrid, cTiga*,ang Sohriib, is exactly the ClorMida of Tusso engaging 
Tancred, in the thiid Canto of Gerusaleinmc Libciatii, 

Cloiind.'i nitniilo ad incontvfiv riihsallo 
Va di Tciucvodi, c pon la Iniicia in rosla. 

Forirsi alio visicro, e i li'oiiclii in alio 
Vol{in>, (* i>.ai*tc niida olla no lu’sta : 

Clio, rotii I lacci aUVlino huo, d'lin salto, 

(Mivaliil oi lo lialzi') di : 

K lo chitMiio dorate al veiito sparse, 

Ciovaiio ddiiiiH in inoz/o al t'anipo a))pnrse, 

Lainpog^i.ir gli ni'cUi- 

IVroosso il ('avali»*i‘ non i iporndc ; 

si dal iVini j\ nguardarsl atlondi', 

(.*01110 a giiardar i hogli ot'clii, e lo g<ite, 

Ond’ Amor I’arco inevitabil lende. Stanzas xxi. and xxiv. 

!Moauwhil<‘, ln*r laiicr in rest, the wariiur-daiuc, 

With eager haste to encounter Taneved caiin*. 

Their vizons Htrnek, the ftpears in sJiivers Hew; 

The virgin’s face was lel’t exposed lo view. 

The thongs Hint held her helmet burst, in twain, 

Hurled from her head, it bounded on f lie plain; 

Ijooso in the wind, lu*v gohleii tresses flowed, 

And now a maid confe.sscd to all she stood ; 

Keen flasli her eyes- 

Tir enamoured warrior ne’er returns a blow, 

Blit views wilJi eag(T gaze her ehnrmiiig eyes, 

From which the shaft of love unerring flies. ,Hoole. 

t 

Warrior domes bavc afforded numerous episodes to the Focta froir. tbe 
caii^'iest tiinps. rcntbcsilca aided tbe cause of Priam in the Trojan war. 
SlieN. *5 killed in battle by Aeliillcs, who was so affected by Lev licauty, when 
sbe w'as stripped of lier armour, that lie shed tears. Artemisia, according to 
Herodotus, assisted Xerxes in his expedition against Greece, Evei^ body is 
acquainted with the noble description of Camilla in the eleventh A^neid, 
The Italian Poets, and our own Spenser, have not faileij to take advantage of 
tiiese examples, and hence the beautiful and interesting de''criptions of female 
heroism with which their works abound. 

Wliere is the antique glory now become, 

ThqJL wliyloiiip wont in women to appears ? 

Where lie the brave atchievements dfH‘u by somef 
Where be the batleiUes, where the shield and speare 

SPEX^EU's FaJZRJE QUBEXEj S, 1 v« 1 



THE snAn nAmeh. 


368 


And thus addressed Sohhlb.—“ 0 warrior brave, 

“ Hear me, and thy imperiled lion our save, 

“ I'hcse curling trusses seen by eifclier host, 

“ A woman conr[Ucred, Avhence the glorious boast ?* 

“ Tliy startled troops will know, witli inward grief, 

“ A wfjinan’s arm resists their towering chief, 

“ Better preserve a warrior’s fair renown, 

“ And let our struggle still I’cmaiti unknown, 

“ For who with wanton folly would expose 
“ A helpless maid, to aggriivate her woes ; 

“ ^fhe fort, tht treasure, shall thy toils rej)ay, 

“ The chief, and gan’ison, thy will obey, 

“And thine the honours of tin’s dreadful day.” 

Raptured he gazed, her smiles resistless move 
The wildest transports of ungoverned love. 

Her face disclosed a paradise to view. 

Eyes like the fawn, and cheeks of rosy hue— 

Thus vanquished, lost, unconscious of her aim, 

And only struggling with his amorous flame, 

He rode behind, as if compelled by fate. 

And heedless saw her gain the castle-gate. 

Safe with her friends, escaped from brand and spear, 
Smiling she stands, as if unknown to fear. 

—The father now, with tearful pleasure wild. 

Clasps to his heart his fondly-foster’d child ; 

The crowding warriors round her eager bend, 

• And grateful prayers to favouring heaven ascend. 

The Warrior-maids, Marpesia, Eippolyle, Lampedo, and PcniioHilof^ire 
amongst the first described by the IlistoriAns and Poets of the Vv'Snt, and 
they arf all of Asiatic origin. The Amazons are said to hare Inhabited tlie 
country now called Armenia. Marijesia conquered the inhabitants of Cau¬ 
casus, in consequence of which the mountain w'as called JIfaTyK'siuif A/onx, 
Gtird-afrid may therefore be considered an indigenous character, and n(jt 
derive from Western Poetry, although from the circumstance of Longinus 
haring hteu. minister and preceptor to Zenobia, it may be suspected that the 
works of Homer and Virgil were known in the East, 

* * Namque, etsi nullum memorabile nomeif 

Feminea pmna neo habet victoria laudexA.—^ASneidf ii« 68d» 
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Now from the walls, she, with majestic air, 
Exclaims : “ Thou warrior of Tiiran I forbear, 

“ vex thy soul, and useless strjfe demand I 
“ Go, and in peace enjoy thy native land.” 

Stern he rejoins : “ Thou beauteous' tyrant! say, 
“ Though crown’d with charms, devoCbd to betray, 
“ When these proud walls, in dust and ruins laid, 

“ Yield no defence, and thou a captive maid, 

“ Will not repentance through thy bosom dart. 
And soiTow soften that disdainful heart ? ” , 
Quick she replied : “ O’er Persia’s fertile fields 
“ ’J’he savage Turk in vain his falchion wields ; 

“ When King Kaiis this bold invasion hears, 

' “ And mighty Kustciii clad in aimis appeai-s ! 

“ Destruction wide will glut the slippery plain, 

“ And not one man of all thy host remain. 

“ Alas ! that bi-avery, high as thine, should meet 
“ Amidst such promise, with a sure defeat, 

“ But not a gleam of hope remains for thee, 

“ Thy wondi’ous valour cannot keej) thee free.’ 

“ Avert the fate which o’er thy head impends, 

“ Tlcturn, i*etuni, and save thy martial friends !” 

Thus to be scorned, defrauded of his prey. 

With victory in his gmsp—to lose the day I 
Shame and revenge alternate filled his mind ; 

The suburb-town to pillage he consigned. 

And devastation—not a dwelling spared ; 

The very owl was from her fcovert scaled ; 

thus : “ Though luckless in my aim to-day, 

“ To-moiTOW shall behold a sterner fray ; 

This fort, in ashes, scattered o’er the plain." 

He ceased—and turned towards his troops again ; 
There, at a distance fram the hostile power^ 

He brooding w'aits the slaughter-breathing hour. 

Meanwhile the sire of Giii'd-afrld, who now 
Governed the fort, and feared the warrior’s vow ; 
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Munrnful and pale, with gathering woes opprest, 
His distant Monarch trembling thus oddreat. 

But firet invoked Jho heavenly power to shed 
Its choicest blessings o’er his royal head. 

“ Against our i^alm with numerous foot and horae, 
“ A stripling wftmor holds his ruthless course. 

“ ilis lion-breast unequalled strength betrays, 

“ And o’er his mien the sun’s eflhlgence plays : 

“ Sohrab his name ; like S^lm Snwar ho shows, 

“ Or Ili^ptcm terrible amidst his foes. 

“ The bold Hujir lies vamiuishcd on tlio plain, 

“ And drags a captive’s ignominious chain ; 

“ iMyriada of troops besiege our tottering wall, 

“ And vain the effort to suspend its fall. 

“ Haste, arm for fight, this Tartar-power withstand, 
‘‘ Let sweeping Vengeance lift her flickering brand ; 
“ Ilnstem alone may stem the roaring wave, 

And, prompt as bold, his groaning country save. 

“ [Meanwhile in flight we place our only trust, 

“ Ere the proud ramparts crumble in the dust.” 

Swift flies the messenger through secret ways, 
And to the King the dreadful talc conveys, 

Then passed, unseen, in night’s concealing shade. 
The mournful heroes and the wamor maid. 

Soon as the sun with vivifying ray. 

Gleams o'er the landscape, and renews the day; 

The flaming troo^ the lofty walls surround, 

*With thundering crash thd bursting gates resound.* 
Already are the captives bound, in thought, * 
Arid like a herd before the conqueror brought; 
Sohrab, terrific o’er the ruin, views 
His hopes deceived, but restless still pursues. 

An .empty fortress mocks his searching eye, 

No steel-clad chiefs his burning wrath defy ; 

Xo warrior-maid reviving passion warms, • 

And soothes his soul with fondly-valued charms. 
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Deep in his breast he feels the amorous smart, 

And hugs her image closer to his heart. 

“ Alas ! that Fate should thus invidious shroud 
“ The moon’s soft radiance in a gloomy cloud; 

“ Should to my eyes such winning graOc display, 

“ Then snatch the enchanter of my soul aAvay ! 

“ A beauteous roe my toils entjlosed in vain, 

“ N ow I, her victim, drag the captive’s chain ; 

“ Strange the effects that from her charms proceed, 

“ I gave the wound, and I afllicted bleed ! 

“ Vanquished by her, I mourn the luckless strife ; 

“ Dark, dark, and bitter, frowns iny morn of life. 

" A fair unknown my tortured bosom rends, 

' “ Withers each joy, and every hope suspends.” 

Imi)assioned thus Sohrilb in secant sighed, 

And sought, in vain, o’er-masteriug grief to hide. 
Can the heart bleed and throb from day to day. 

And yet no trace its inmost pangs betray ? * 

Love scorns control, and prompts the labouring sigh, 
Pales the red lip, and dims the lucid eye ; 


* Moore has translated the following thought from La Fosse. 

In vain Die lover trioH to veil 
The lluiiic winch iii Jiih 1 »ohoiu lies ; 

Ills cheeks' cnulutiinn lolls the iale. 

We mul it 111 luH lungiiitl eyes : 

And though liin words the Iieait Udniy, 

Hia silence si>eakH e'en more tiian tliuy. 


^J^SbUcBpcare: 


Fii'e that is closest kept, hums most of all; 

OI they love least, ttiat let men know their love* 

Gsnt. VsbonAi i. 9,80. 


Again, 


The grief tinat does not s 
Whispers the o'erfranght licart, and bids it 


ii 

peak, 

bi*euk. 

Macbetr, iv., 8, 210. 


And Diyden: ' 

Silent heVept, ashamed to show his tears. 
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His look alarmed the stem Tuniiiian Chief, 

Closely he mark’d his heart-corroding grief; * 

And though he knew not that the martial dame, 

Had in his bosom lit the tender flame ; 

Full well he kiiftw such deep repinings prove. 

The hapless tliwilclom of disastrous love. 

Full well he kncAV some idol’s musky liair, 

Had to his youthful heart become a snai'c, 

But still unnoted was the gushijig tear, 

Till ha|jjy he had gained his private oar :— 

“ In ancient tjmes, no hero known to fame, 

“Not dead to glory e’er indulged the flame ; 

“ Though beauty’s smiles might charm a fleeting hour, 
“ The heart, unsway’d, repelled their lasting power. 

“ A warrior Chief to trembling love a prey ? 

“ What! weep for woman one iiigloricjus day ? 

“ Caust thou for love’s elfeminate control, 

“ Barter the glory of a wan-ior’s soul ? 

“ Although a hundred damsels might be gained, 

“ The hero’s heart shall still be free, unchained. 

“ Thou art our leader, and thy place the field 
“ Where soldiers love to light with spear and shield ; 

“ And what hast thou to do with tears and smiles. 
The silly victim to a woman’s wiles ? 

“ Our progress, mark ! from far Tiiran wc came, 

“ Through seas of blood to gain immortal fume ; 


* Literally, Ilfiinan waa not at firat aware that Sohr&b waa woufliled in^he 
LIVER. In this'organ, Oriental as well as the Urock and Itorttan^joetK^jpface 
the residence of love. Thus Theocritus, ld\41. xiii. 71, speaking of flcteulcs 
lamcntftg the loss of Uylas, and Anaercon iu the beautiful odo of Cupid 
benighted. 

Thus Horace: 

Cum tibi flagrant Amor— 

Saaviet circa Jffeur ulcorosu I. On. xxv. 13. 

And Sliakspeore : 

Alas their love may \m calle<l app^'tile, 

No motion of the Liver, but tiie pai itc. 

TWELbTJI Niqiit, li. 4. 
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** And wilt thou now the tempting conquest shun, 

“ When our brave arms this Barrier-fort have won ? 

Why linger here, and trickling sorrows shed, 

** Till mighty K^us thunders o’er tliy head ! 

Till Tiis, and Giw, and Gddarz, and Bdhrilm, 

“ And Eustem brave, Feramura, and llehiim, 

“ Shall aid the war 1 A great emprise is thine, 

At once, then, every other thought resign ; 

“ For know the task which first inspired thy zeal, 

“ Transcends in glory all that love can feel. 

“ Else, lead the war, prodigious toils require 
“ Unyielding strength, and unextinguished fire ; 

Pursue the triumph with tempestuous rage, 

- “ Against the world in glorious strife engage, 

“ And when an empire sinks beneath thy sway, 

** (0 quickly may we hail the prosperous day,) 

“ The fickle sex will then with blooming charms, 

“ Adoring throng to bless tliy circling arms ! ” 
Ilumin’s warm speech, the spirit-stirring theme. 
Awoke Sohrsib from his inglorious dream. 

No more the tear his faded cheek bedewed, 

Again ambition all liis hopes renewed : 

Sweird his bold heart with unforgotten zeal. 

The noble wrath which heroes only feel; 

Fiercely he vowed at one tremendous stroke, 

To bow the world beneath the tyrant’s yoke ! 

“ Afrisiydb,” he cried, “ shall reign alone, 

“ The mighty lord of Persia’s gorgeous throne 1 ” 

•H. Burning, himself, to rule this nether sphere, 
These welcome tidings charmed the despot’s car. 
Meantime Kiius, this dire invasion known. 

Had called his chiefs around his ivory throne: 
There stood Gurghi, and Bilhidm, and Gush wild 
And Tilis, and Giw, and Gddi&rz, and Ferhdd; 

To them he read the melancholy tale, 

Gust’hem had written of the rising oale; 
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Besoagh't their aid and pmdent ohoioe, to form 
Some snre defence against the threatening storm. 

With one consent ^hey urge the strong request, 

To summon Rustem from his rural rest.— 

Instant a warrior-delegate they send, 

And thus the King invites his patriot-iHend, 

“ To thee all praise, whose mighty arm alone, 

Preseiwes the glory of the Persian throne! 

" Lo ! Tartar hordes onr happy realms invade; 

“ The tottering state requires thy powerful aid; 

A youthful Ohampion leads the ruthless host, 

“ Ilis savage country’s widely-rumoured boast. 

“ The Banier-fortress sinks beneath his sway, 

“ Hujir is vanquished, ruin tracks his way ; 

“ Strong as a raging elephant in fight, 

No arm but thine can match his furious might. 

“ Mazindcrin thy conquering prowess know ; 

“ The Demon-king thy trenchant falchion slew, 

“ The rolling heavens, abash’d Avith fear, behold 
“ Thy biting sword, thy mace adorned with gold 1 * 

“ Fly to the succour of a King distress'd, 

“ Proud of thy love, with thy protection blest. 

« When o’er the nation dread misfortunes lower. 

Thou art the refuge, thou the saving power. 

The chiefs assembled claim thy patriot vows. 

Give to thy glory all that life allows ; 

And while no whisper breathes the direful tale, 

' 0, let thy Itfonarch’s anxious-prayers prevail.” 

• • • 

« n IpestheSun weep, and thy sword inflames the Stan.” (lit. 

uie fdanet Venus.) ARhough this is a strong hyperbole, there are numberless 
'parallel passages, eontiuning equally extravagant personification, in our owir 
Foeta For example: ^*The Stars^are aehuned of thy presence, ud tna 
aside th^r ^arkling eyes.” (Ossuv.) 

Bwlft Severn's flood, 

Afl^hfied with their bloody looks 
Ban ttarfUUy among the tremhUng reeds. 

And hid his crisp head in the holuw nau 

HmravlV FiutLiLa* 
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Closing t>be irprgraut pags * o’ercome with drea4f 
The afflicted King to Giw, the warrior, said:— 

“ Go, b^nd the saddle on thy fleetest horse, 

“ Outstrip the tempest in thy rapid course, 

“ To Ilustem swift his country’s woes convey, 

“ Too true art thou to linger on the <iray ; 

“ Speed, day and night—and not one instant wait, 

“ Whatever hour may bring thee to his gate.” 

Followed no pause—to Giw enough was said. 

Nor rest, nor taste of food, his speed delayed 
And when arrived, where Zdbul bowers exhale 
Ambrosial sweets and scent the balmy gale, 

The sentinel’s loud voice in Rustem’s ear, 

Announced a messenger from Persia, near; 

The Chief himself amidst his warriors stood. 

Dispensing honours to the brave and good. 

And soon as Giw had joined the martial ring, 

(The sacred envoy of the Persian King,) 

He, with becoming loyalty inspired, 

Asked what the monarch, what the state required j 
But Giw, apart, his secret mission told,— 

The written page was speedily unrolled. 

Struck with amazement, Rustem—“ Now on earth 
“ A warrior-knight of Sam’s excelling worth ? 

“ Whence comes this hero of the prosperous star ? 

“ 1 know no Turk renowned, like him, in war; 

“ He beam the port of Rustem too^ ’tis said, 

“ l^ike Sdm, like Narlmsin, a warrior bred 1 
“ He cannot be my gon, unknown to me ; 

“ Reason forbids the thought—it cannot be I 
“ At SamengAn, where once afiection smiled, 

« ^0 me Tahmineh bore her only child/ 

* The paper upon which the letters of xojal and distinguished personages 
in the Baai are ^tten is usually perfumed, and covered with curbus'devkea 

with amber. The degree of embellishment is 
tathe rank of the party. 


in gold. This was scented 
gen^a)ly regulated according 



TH® SHXh nAMEH. 





I 

“ That was a daughter ? ” Pondering thus ho spoke, 

And then alond—Why fear the invader’s yoke ? 

“ Why trembling shrink, by coward thoughts dismayed, 

“ Must we not all in dust, at length, be laid ? 

“ But come, to'Nirinn’s jialace, haste with me, 

“ And theio paftake the feast—from sorrow free; 

“ Breathe, but awhile—ere we our toils renew, 

“ Au'l moisten the parched lip with needful dew. 

“ Let plans of war another day decide, 

We sogn shall quell this youthful hero’s pride. 

“ The force of. fire soon flutters and decays 
“ When ocean, swelled by storms, its wrath displays. 

“ What danger threatens ! whence the dastard fear ! 

“ Rest, and at leisure sliare a warrior’s cheer.” 

In vain the Envoy prest the Monarch’s grief; 

The matchless prowess of the stripling chief ; 

How brave Hujir had felt his furious hand ; 

What thickening avocs beset the shuddering land. 

But Rustem, still, delayed the parting day. 

And mirth and feasting rolled the hours away j 
Mom following mom beheld the banquet bright, 

Music and Avine prolonged the genial rite ; 

Rapt by the Avitchery of the melting strain, 

No thought of Kalis touch’d his SAvimming brain.* 

The trumpet’s clang, on fragrant brecses borne, 

Now loud salutes the fifth revolving morn; 

The softer tones Afhioh charm’d the jocund feast, 

*And all the noise of revelry, had ceased. 

The generous horse, with rich embroidery deckt, 

Wkose gilded trappings sparkling light reflect. 

Bears Avith majestic port the Champion brave. 

And high in air the victor-banners wave. 

* • 

da^fl wero constimcd in uninterrupted feasting. This seems to Lsto 
beSL, weient piactioe previous to the commencement of anyamportaat und^^ 
takinr ^ at setting out on a journey. . 


B 
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Prompt i^t the martial call, Zmlra leads 

His vet^n troops from Z^bul's verdant meads,* 

Ere Rustem had approached his journey’s end, 

Tils, Gildilrz, Gushwdd, met their cnampion*friend. 

With customary honours ; pleased to 6ring 
The shield of Persia to the anxious IClng. 

But foaming \ 7 rath the senseless monarch swayed; 

His friendship scorned, his mandate disobeyed, 

Beneath dark brows o’er-shadowing deep, his eye 
Red gleaming shone, like lightning through the sky; 

And when the warriors met his sullen view. 

Frowning revenge, still more enraged he grew 
Loud to the Envoy thus he fiercely cried :— 

“ Since Rustem has my royal power defied, 

'* Had I a sword, this instant should his head 
“ Roll on the ground; but let him now be led 
*• Hence, and impaled alive.” t Astounded Giw 
Shrank from such treatment of a knight so true ; 

But this resistance added to the flame. 

And both were branded with revolt and shame; 

Both were condemned, and Tus, the stem decree 
Received, to break them on the felon-tree. 

Could daring insult, thus deliberate given, 

Escape the rage of one to fi-enzy driven ? 

No, from his side the nerveless Chief was flung. 

Bent to the ground. Away the Champion sprung ; 
Mounted his foaming horse, and locking round-^* 

Hts boiling wrath thus rapid utterance found:— 

“ Ungrateful King, thy tyrant acts disgrace' 

** The sacred throne, and more, the,human race; 

* Za&ra, it will be romembcFed, w«a the brother Of Bostem, had the 
immediate raperintendence of the Z6btti tioo^ 
t Th»origteal ia, **8eise and infliot upon him the punishinent (d,tha.dar.” 
AcMrding to Burh&ni-katia, dar ia a tree upon which felons are.hangnd. 
the general acceptation of the term ia brc»king or tearing thit body upon a 
stake. 
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“ Midst closhing swords thy recreant life I saved, 

“ And am I now by Tiis contemptuous braved ? * 

“ On me shall shall Kdds dare to feo^vn ? 

** On me, the bulwark of the regal crown ? 

“ Wherefore should fear in Rustem's bre^t have birth, 

" Eiti!is, to me, a worthless clod of earth ! 

“ Go, and thyself Sohnlb’s invasion stay, 

** Go, seize the plunderers growling o'er their prey! 

“ Wherefore to others give the base command ? 

“ Go, break him on the tree ’••ith thine own hand. 

“ Know, thou bast roused a warrior, great and free, 

“ Who never bends to tyrant Kings like thee ! 

“ Was not this untired arm triumphant seen, 

“ In Misser, Rdm, i\Tazindcriln, and Chin ! 

“ And must I shrink at thy iinperions nod 1 
“ Slave to no Prince, I only bow to God. 

“ Whatever wratli from thee, proud King! may fall, 

“ For thee I fought, and I deserve it all. 

“ The regal sceptre might have graced my hand, 

“ I kept the laws, and scorned supreme command. 

“ When Kai-kobid on Alberz mountain strayed, 

“ I drew him thence, and gave a warrior’s aid ; 

“ Placed on his brows the long-contested crown, 

. “ Worn by his sires, by sacred right his own; 

Strong in the cause, my conquering arms prevailed, 

“ Vouldst thou have reign’d had Rustem’s valour failed 
When the White Demon raged in battle-fray, 

** Wouldat thou have lived had Rustem lost the djy ? ” 
Then to his friends : “ Be wise, and shun your fate, 

«fly the wide ruin which overwhelms the state ; 

* In tkiii speech Jlnkem recounte the sendees which he had i>crfonned for 
KAfis. • H^speahs of his conquests m Egypt, China, Hamaveran, lUim, SQksar, 
and llasinderin. Thus Achilles boasts of his unrequited achiovementB in the 
cintpe ef Greece. 

1 sucked twelve ample cities on the main, 

And twelve lay amoKlDg on the Trojaiv plain. 

Pon.*-lllad. lx. m 
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'* The conqueror comes—^the scourge of great and small, 

“ And vultures, following fest, will gorge ou all. 

“ Persia no more its injured Chief 'shall view”— 

He said, and. sternly from the court withdrew. 

The warriors now, with sad forebodings wrung, 

Torn from that hope to which they proudly clung. 

On Giidirz rest, to soothe with gentle sway. 

The frantic King, and Kustem’s wrath allay. 

With bitter grief they wail misfortune’s shook, 

No shepherd now to guard the timorous flocE. 

Giiddrz at length, with boding cares imprest, 

Thus soothed the anger in the royal breast. 

“ Say, what has Rustem done, that he should be 
“ Impaled upon the ignominious tree ? 

“ Degrading thought, unworthy to be bred 
“ Within a royal heart, a royal head. 

“ Hast thou forgot Avbcii near the Caspiaii-wave, 

“ Defeat and ruin had ajipalled the brave, 

“ When mighty Rustem struck the dread ful blow, 

“ And nobly freed thee from the savage foe ? 

“ Did Demons huge escape his flaming brand ? 

” Their reeking limbs bestrew’d the slippery strand. 

“ Shall he for this resign his vital breath ? 

“ What! shall the hero’s recompense be death ? 

“ But who will dai’c a threatening step advance, 

“ What earthly power can bear his ivithering glantc ? 

“ Should he to Zslbul fired with wrongs return, i 
“ The plunder’d land will long in son’ow mourn! 

” This direful presage all our wairiors feel, 

Por who can now oppose the invader’s steel; 

“ Thus is it w ise thy champion to offend, 

“ To urge to this extreme thy warrior-friend ? 

** Remember, passion ever scorns control, 

** And wisdom’s mild decrees should rule a Monarch’s souk”* 

* Litorallyi Kings ought to be endowed with judgment and discretion ; 
no advantage can arise from impetuosity and rage.*' Gdd&n ma one of the 
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Kiiiis, relenting, heard with anxipns ear^ 

And groundless wrath gave place to shame and fear; 

“ Go then,” he orjpd, “ his generous aid imploro, 

“ And to jour King the mighty Chief restore 1 ” 

When Gudilrz rose, and seized his courser’s rein, 

A crowd of heroes followed in his train. 

To Rustem, now (respectful homage paid). 

The royal prayer he anxious thus convoyed. 

“ The King, repentant, seeks thy aid again, 

“ Grieved to the heart that he has given thee pain; 

“ But thoughdiis anger was unjust and strong, 

“ Thy country still is guiltless of the wrong, 

“ And, therefore, why abandoned thus by thee ? 

“ Thy help the King himself implores through me.” 
Rustem rejoined : “ Unworthy the pretence, 

“ And scorn and insult all my recompense ? 

“ Must I be galled by his capricious mood ? 

" I, who liave still his firmest champion stood ? 

“ But all is past, to heaven alone resigned, 

“ No human cares shall more disturb my mind 1 ” 

Then Giidiirz thus (consummate art insjiired 
His prudent tongue, with all that zeal required); 

“ When Rustem dreads Sohrdb’s resistless iiuwcr, 

■ “ Well may inferior^ fly the trying hour ! 

“ The dire suspicion now pervades us all, 

“ Thus, unavenged, shall beauteous Pereia fall! 

• 

greatest generals o£ Persiap he conquered Judea, and took Jorusatem nrj^or 
the reign of Lohhrasp, of the first dynasty of Persia, and sustained manyuram 
against Afr&siy4b under the Kings of the scevnd dynasty. 11c the failier 
of Giw, ^ho is also celebrated for his valour in the following reigns. The 
opinion of this venerable and distinguished warrior appears to have had con¬ 
siderable weight and influence with K4hs. By the persuasion of his friends 
he interferes bctwqpn\hc King and Rustem, like Nestor, 

* . * To calm their passions with the words of age. Iliad. 

f^he language is strong, and breathes more of independence than niighi be 
Ajjipoeed in an address to a Persian despot. But K&fls was a weak Prince. 
Be is'every where called empty brained’*! and treated with vety little 
ceremony. 
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Yet, generons still,^avert the lasting shame, 

“ 0, still preserve thy country’s glorious fame I * 

“ Or wilt thou, deaf to all our fear^^ excite, 

** Forsake thy friends, and shun the pending fight ? 

“ And worse, 0 grief 1 in thy declining days, 

“ Forfeit the honours of thy country’^ praise ? ” 

This artful censure set his soul on fire. 

But patriot firmness calm’d his burning ire ; 

And thus he said—Inured to war’s alarms, 

“ Did ever Bustcm shun the dim of arms ? 

“ Though frowns from Kaiis I disdain to bear, 

“ My threaten’d country claims a warrior’s care.” 

He ceased, and prudent joined the circling throng, 

' And in the public good forgot the private Avrong. 

From far the King the generous Champion viewed. 

And rising mildly thus his speech pursued :— 

“ Since various tempers govern all mankind, 

“ Me, nature fashioned of a froward mind; f 
“ And what the heavens spontaneously bestow, 

" Sown by their bounty must for ever grow. 

The fit of Avrath which burst within me, soon 
** Shrunk up my heart as thin as the new moon; { 

“ Else had I deemed thee still my army’s boast, 

** Source of my regal power, beloved the most, 

UlyBBeB tbuB addresses Achilles: 

Dnt if all this relentless thou disdain, 

If honour and If Interest plead In vain; 

Yet some redress to suppliant Greece aflbrd, 

' And be, amongst her guardian gods, adored. 

If no regard autTerlng country claim, 

Hear thy own glory, ana the voice of fame 

FDPC.--X!tafTi' ix. !'>00. 

f Xi&B, in acknowledging the violence of his disposiUtm, uses a singular 
phrase : When yon departed in anger, 0 Champion f' I repented i H 
into my moufA’’ A similar metaphor is used in Hindfndani: If a person 
falls under the displeasure of his friend, he eflorB» “ Ashes have fall^ into my 
moat" : meaning, that his happiners is gone. 
t This ip one of FirdAnsTs favo'urite similes. 

** If y heart heoaine SB slender u the new momu* 

e 
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“ Unequalled. Every day, reipeinbering thee, 

“ I drain tiie wine cup, thou art *all to me; 

“ I wished thee to perform that lofty part, 

“ Claimed by thy valour, sanctioned by my heart; 

“ Hence thy detey my better thoughts supprest, 

“ And boisterom passions revelled in my breast; 

“ But when I saw thee from my Court retire 
“ In wrath, repentance quenched njy l^iurtiing ire. 

“ 0, let me now my keen contrition prove, 

“ Againjenjoy thy fellowship ind love : 

“ And while tg thee my gratitude is known, 

“ Still be the pride and glory of my throne.” 

Rustem, thus answering said :—“Thou art tlie King, 

“ Source of command, pure honour’s sacred spring ; . 

“ And here I stand to follow thy behest, 

“ Obedient ever—be thy will expressed, 

“ And services required—Old age shall see 
“ My loins still bound in fealty to thee.” 

To this the King :—“ Rejoice we then to-day, 

“ And on the morrow marshal our array.” 

The monarch quick commands the feast of joy. 

And social cares his buoyant mind employ. 

Within a bower, beside a crystal spring,* 

Where opening flowere, refreshing odoura fling, 

Cheerfhl he sits, and forms the banquet scene, 

In regal splendour on the crowded green ; 

And as around h0 greets his valiant bands, 

‘Showers golden presents from his bounteous hander;t 

* The beautiful arboun referred to in thS text are often inefttird within 
the Tulu of Rastem palaces. They are fiiiicifully fitted up, and supplied with 
reservoirs, fountains, and flower-trccs. These romantic garden'parilions arc 
called Kiodrs in Turk^, and are generally fdtuated upon an eminence netir a 
uhning stream. • , 

t Wtah alludes to the custom in Paradise Lost; 

t t 

Where the gmeons east with Heheet hand 
Bhowenonher&ngsfiarbaric pvatX andgolrU ^ 

In the note on tliie puaege by Warbnrton, it ia eaicir to bare been ea eaetern 
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Voluptuous damsels trill the sportive lay, 

Whose sparkling glances beam celestial day; 

Fill’d with delight the heroes close;; join, 

And (luaff till midnight cups of generous wine. 

Soon as the Sim had pierced the veil of night, 
And o’er the prospect shed his earliesl light, 

Kalis, impatient, bids the clarions sound, 

The sprightly notes from hills and rocks rebound ; 
His treasure gates are opened:—and to all 
A largess given ; obedient to the call. 

His subjects gathering crowd the mountain’s brow, 
And following thousands shade the vales below ; 
With shields, in armour, numerous legends bend; 
And troops of horse the threatening lines extend. 
Beneath the tread of heroes fierce and strong. 

By war's tumultuous fury borne ahnig, 

The firm earth shook : * the dust, in eddies driven,t 
Whirled high in air, obscured the face of heaven ; 


ceremony, at the coimation of their Kings, to powder them with ffold-dust and 
seed^peavL The expression in Firdausi is, “he showered or scattered gems,'* 
It was usual at festivals, and the custom still exists, to throw money amongst 
the people. In Hafiz, the term used is nisar, wliieh is of the same import. 
Clai'kc, in the second volume of his Travels, speaks of the four princijial 
Sultanas of the Seraglio at Constantinoj^lc being powdcfcd loith diamondit ' 
“Long spangled robes, open in front, with pantaloons embroidered in gold 
and silver, and covered by a profusion of pearls and precious stones, displayed 
their persons to great advantage. Their hair hung in loose and very thick 
tresses on each side of their cheeks, falling quite clown to the yaist, and 
covering their shouldci'S behind. Those tresses were quite powdered with 
diamond^, not displayed according to any studied arrangement, but as if 
cai^lessly scattered, by handfuls, among their flowing locks.'/—Vol. ii. p. 14. 

* Oinmia cum belli trepido coucussa tumultu 
‘ Horrida contremiTere sub altis £ctlieris aurls, 

Lucretius, Dc Rer. Nat. Hi. 846. 


t Thus Homer: 


And Virgil: 


So wrapt in gathering dust, the Gn-cian train, ^ 

A movuig cloud, swept on and hid the plain. „ 

FoPE.--lllsd, ill. 18 . 

nic subltam nigro glomerari pulvere nubein < 

jBrospiolunt Teucri, ac tenebras insuxgere camplA JSSneid, ix. 83. 


In the Hermosura do Angelica of famous Lope de Vega^ there is a beauii- 
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Nor earth, nor sky appeared—all| seeming lost. 

And swallowed up by that wide-spreading host. 

The steely armour*gIitfcer’d o’er the fields,* 

And lightnings gash’d from gold emblazoned shields; 
Thou wouldst h8,vo said, the clouds had burst in showers, 
Of sparkling amber o’er the martial powcrs-f 
Thus, close embodied, they pursued their way. 

And reached the Barrier-fort in terrible array. 

The legions of Tiiran, with dread surprise. 

Raw o’er'tho plain successive myriads rise ; 

And showed tficm to Sohrab ; he, moutiting high 
The fort, surveyed them with a fearless eye 
To numan, who, with withering terror pale. 

Had marked their progress through the distant vale, 
He.pointed out the sight, and ardent said :— 

“ Dispel these woe-fraught broodings from thy head, 


ful simile, descriptive of the hostile troops of the Moors and Spaniards, which 
may be well applied to the motley appearance of a rersiaa anuy : 

Como on le triangular cristal ae iiiira. 

J)e varios y diversos t<jrnasolos, 

Cauipo, oiolf), Ciudad, o mar; y aduura 
Vor tail diversoM iiulms, y arroliolca; 

Assi la osqiiadra (|Uo oiilra y sc letira, 

Do Moros Africanos, y Kspi'inolcs 
‘ A la vista, que juntns coiiriindian, 

Jardin flonda en Mayo parecian: 

And in English thus : 

* As in tho#iriHin we pleased survey, 

Kich prospects tlirougli tlie crystal play, 

The iiclds, the cit.ios, clouds, and sea, 

, Appearcoirnningling variously; 

Tima moving o’er the iKitUc-plain, 

The Moors are mixed with Kn^glits of Sjiain; 

Tlic field, coufusedly bright aiul gay, 
lAioks like tJie garden's-prido in May. 

fn the GAlistau of Sadi there is a idmilar tlioiiglit: 

* . • '* An assembly mixed tugetlier like a lied of ruses and tul. 

^ his descriptions of battle-array, Firdausi seldom omits ** golden 
slippert^’' which, however, I have not preserved in this place. 

f The original is Sandurus, sandaraca; for wliich 1 nave substituted 
amben Sanda^Ds is the Arabic name for Gum Junfper. 
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“ I wage the war, Afj^iydb I for thee, 

" And make thjs desert seem a rolling sea.” 

Thus, w’hilc amazement every bosom quell’d, 

Sohriib, unmoved, the coming storm beheld. 

And boldly gazing on the camp around, 

Raised high the cup with wine nectareous crowmed: 
O’er him no dreams of woe insidious stole, 

No thought butejoy engaged his ardent soul. 

The Persian legions had restrained their course, 
Tents and pavilions, countless foot and horse. 
Clothed all the spacious plain, and gleaming threw 
Terrific ^lendours on the gazer’s view. 

But when the Sun had faded in the west, 

And night assumed her ebon-coloured vest, 

The mighty Chief approached the sacred throne. 
And generous thus made danger all his o\vn ; 

“ The rules of war demand a previous task, 

“ To watch this dreadful foe I boldly ask; 

With wary step the wondrous youth to view, 

And mark the heroes who his path pursue.” 

The King assents : “ The task is justly thine, 

“ Favourite of heaven, inspired by power divine.” 

In Tdrkish habit, secretly arrayed, 

The lurking Champion wandered through the shade. 
And, cautions, standing near the palace gate, 

Saw how the chiefs were ranged in princely state. „ 
What time SohrAb his thoughts to battle turned, 
And for the first proud fruits of conquest burned. 
His.jnother called a warrior to his aid. 

And Zinda-ruzm his sister’s call obeyed. 

To him Tahmlneh gave her only joy. 

And bade him shield the bold adventurous boy: 

But, in the dreadful strife, should danger rise, 

“ Present my child before his father's eyes I 
" ^y him protected, war may rage in vain, 

** Though he may never bless these arms sgainil V 
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This guardian prince sat on the ^[fcripling's right, 

' Viewing the imperial banquet with delight; 

Humdn and Bilrm^n, near the hero placed, 

In joyous pomp the full assembly graced ; 

A hundred valiant Chiefs begirt the throne. 

And, all elate, were chaunting his renown. 

Closely concealed, the gay and splendid scene, 
Eustem contemplates with astonished mien ; 

JVhen Zind, retiring, marks the listener nigh. 
Watching the festal train with curious eye ; 

And well he knew, amongst his Tartar host. 

Such towering stature not a Chief could boast— 

“ What spy is here, close shrouded by the night ? 

“ Art thou afraid to fe.ee the beams of light ? ” 

But scarcely from his lips these words had past. 
Ere, fell’d to earth, he groaning breathed his last; 
Unseen he perish’d, fete decreed the blow, 

To add fresh keenness to a parent’s woe. 

Meantime Sohrdb, perceiving the delay 
In Zind’s return, looked round him with dismay ; 
The seat still vacant—but the bitter truth. 

Full soon was known to the distracted youth; 

Full soon he found that Zinda-ruzm was gone, 

. His day of feasting and of gloiy done ; 

Speedful' towards the fatal spot he ran, 

"V^ere slept in bloody vest the slaughtered man. 

^ The lighted torches now displayed the dead. 

Stiff on the ground his graceful limbs were spread; 
Sad sight to him who knew his guardian care. 

New doom’d a kipsman’s early loss to bear; 
Anguish and rage devour his breast by turns, 

He vows rqvebge, then o’er the warrior mourns : 
And* thus exclaims to each aflSicted Chief :— 

" No time, to-night, my friends, for useless grief; 
*^The ravenous wolf has watched his helpleiy 
“ Sprung o’er the fold, and borne its flower away; 
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“ But if the lieavens my lifted arm befi-iend, 

“ Upon the pjuilty sliall my wrath descend— 

“ Unsheathed, this sword shall dire revenge pursue, 

“ And Persian blood the thirsty land bedew.” 

Frowning he paused, and check’d the’‘spreading woe. 
Resumed the feast, and bid the winc-^3up flow ! 

Tlie valiant Oiw was sentinel that night. 

And marking trimly by the dubious light, 

A warrior form approach, he claps his hands, 

With naked sw'ord and lifted shield he standg. 

To front the foe ; but Rustem now appears, 

And Glw the secret talc astonished hears ; 

From thence the Champion on the Monarch waits, 
t The power and splendour of Sohriib relates : 

Circled by Chiefs this glorious youth was seen, 

“ Of lofty stature and majestic mien ; * 

“No Tartar region gave the hero birth ; 

“ Some happier portion of the spacious earth ; 

“ Tall, as the graceful cypress he appears ; 

“ Like Sim, the brave, his warrior-front lie rears I ” 
Tlien having told how, while the banquet shone, 
Unhappy Zind had sunk, without a groan; 
lie forms his conquering bands in close array. 

And, cheer’d by wine, awaits the coming day. 

When now the Sun his golden buckler raised. 

And genial light through heaven diffusive biassed, 
Sohrsib in mail his nervous limbs attired, 

Foi‘ dreadful wrath his soul to vengeance fired; 

Wifoi anxious haste he bent the yielding cord, 

Riiig within ring, more fateful than the sword; 

' Qirt with many a baron bold^ 

Sublime theii starry fronts they rear, 

In the midst a form divine ! G&AT. 

Beneath a sculptured arch ho sits enthroned, 

The s^jers encircling form nn awful round. 


Pops—O dyssey. 
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Around his brows a regal helm he tound; 

His dappled steed impatient stafhpt the ground. 
Thus armed, ascending where the eye could trace 
The hostile force’and mark each leader’s place, 

He called Hujfr, the captive Chief addressed, 

And anxious tlfus, his soul’s desire expressed; 

“ A prisoner thou, if freedom’s voice can charm, 

“ And dungeon darkness fill thee with alarm, 

“ That freedom merit, shun severest woe, 

“ And truly answer what I ask to know 1 
“ If rigid tru^h thy ready speech attend, 

“ Honours and wealth shall dignity my friend.” 

“ Obedient to thy wish,” Hujir replied, 

“ Truth thou shalt hear, whatever chance betido; 

“ For what on earth to praise has better claim ? 

“ Falsehood but leads to sorrow and to shame I ” 

“ Then say, what heroes lead the adverse host, 

“ "Where they command, what dignities they boast; 
“ Say, where does Kaiis hold his kingly state,* 

“ Where Tiis, and Giidarz, on his bidding wait; 


* Similar descriptions of Chiefs and encampments are common amongst 
the epic poets of the West. In the tliird book of the Iliad, Helen describes 
to Priam on the walls of Troy the leaders of the Grecian army. Upon this 
passage Pojje says, it is justly looked upon as an episode of gxeat beauty, 
as well as a master piece of conduct in Homer ; who by this means acquaints 
the readci*B with the figure and qualifications of each hero in a more lively 
and ag^eable maimer.*' Firdausi is entitled to equal praise for his address 
in introducing the desci4ption of the Persian army. The objection which 
Scaliger makes in asking, ‘‘how it happens that Priam, after pine yeps* 
siege, should be yet unacquainted with the faces of the Grecian leaders, *’Jlocs 
not obtain here. Nothing can be more natural and unforced thpf the passage 
ns it occurs in the Persian poet. The follolHng is the opening parallel 
passage^n Homer; 


But lift thy eyes and say what Greek is he, 

** (]^ as from hence these aged orhs can see,) 
^Around whose brow such mai-tial graces shine, 

** So tall, so awfhl, and almost divine! 

The King of Kings, Atrides you survey, 

Great in the war, and great m arts of sway.' 
fnils said, once more he viewed the warrior train,^ 
** What's he whose arms lie scatter'd on the plain?** 
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“ Gfwy (Just’hom, an<^ Bihrim—all known to thee, 

“ And w'here is mighty Rustem, where is he ? 

** Look round with care, their name| and power display, 
“ Or instant death shall end thy vital day.” 

“ Where yonder splendid tapestries extend, 

“ And o’er pavilions bright infolding bend, 

“ A throne triumphal shines with sapphire rays, 

“ And golden suns upon the banners blaze ; 

“ Full in the centre of the hosts—and round 
** The tent a hundred elephants are bound. 


Then Helen thus: ** Wliom yonr discerning eyes 
** Have Bingled out, is Ithaeus the wise. 

" See! bold Idomcneus superior towers 
** Amidst you circle of his Cretan powers, 

'* Groat as a God." Pop*.—I liad, til. 167. 

Chapman's translation of this passage is quaintly expressed :— 

Sit then, and name this goodly Greek, so tall and broadly spread; 

Who than the rest, that stand by him, is higher than the head; 

bravest man 1 ever saw and most nu^jesticall ; 

Hiu only presence makes mo think him king amongst them all! I 

Thus also the well-known imitation in the third book of Gemsalemme Liberata: 

Erminia il vide, e dlmostrollo k dito, 

Al Be pagano, c cosi a dir riprese: 

Goflnreao e quel, che nel purpureo manto, 

H& di Begio, e d'Augnsto in si cotanto. 

Himml cm sia colui, c’ha pur vermiglia, 

La sopravesta, e aeco A par si vede. 

K Baldovin. n^nde; e ben si scopre 

Nel volto a lui i(atel, ma piii nell'opre. Stanza 68, 61. 

Full on the Chief Erminia cast a look, 

Then show'd him to the King, and thus she spoke 
“ l^ere Godfroy stands in purple vesture seen, 

Of regal presence and exalted mien." 

** who IS he who stands by Godfreys side, 

** His upper garments with vermilion dyed?" 

** 'Tis S^dwin, luother to the Prinoo (she mled), 

" In feature like, but most in deed allied." Hoot*. 

But Sohrdb was more peculiarly interested in the description of those warriors 
amongst whom he expected to meet his father. On this account particularly, 
as wdl as with regard to its general'fitness, I thinly that this passage is 
'' equal, if not superiori tp that in Homer, ^which has given rise to so many 
imitations. 

* The tenta BSjd pavilions of Eastern Princes were exceedingly magnificent; 
they were often made of silks and velvets, and onamexited with pearls and 
gold. Tlie tent of Nadir Shah was made of soarlet and Ixrtiadclothi and lined 
with satin, richly figured over with pieoioua atonea* 
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“ As if, in pomp, he mocked the i)ower of fate; 

■ “ There royal Kilils holds his kingly state. 

In yonder tent^whicli numerous guards protect, 

“ Where front and rear illustrious Chiefs collect; 

“ Where horsemen wheeling seem prepared for fight, 

“ Their golden armour glittering in the light; 

“ Ths lifts his banners, deck’d with royal pride, 

“ Feared by the brave, the soldier’s friend and guide. 

“ That crimson tent where spear-men frowning stand, 

“ And steel-clad veterans form a threatening band, 

“ Holds mighty Giidarz, famed for martial fire, 

“ Of eighty valiant sons the valiant sire ; 

“ Yet strong in arms, he shuns inglorious ease, 

“ His lion-banners floating in the breeze.” 

“ But mark, that green pavilion ; girt around 
“ By Persian nobles, speaks the Chief renowned; 

" Fierce on the standard, worked with curious ai’t, 

“ A hideous dragon writhing seems to start; 

“ Throned in his tent the Avarrior’s form is seen, 

“ Towering above the assembled host between ! f 
“ A generous horse before him snorts and neighs, 

“ The trembling earth the echoing sound conveys. 

“ Like him no Champion ever met my eyes, 

■ ** No horse like that for majesty and size ; 

“ What Chief illustrious bears a port so high ? 

“ Mark, how nis standard flickers through the sl^ I ” 

Thus ardent spoke Sohr^b. Hujir dismayed, 

Paused ere reply the dangerous truth betrayed. 

Trembling for Kustem’s life the ^laptive groaned-^ 

BaSely hi8 country’s glorious boast disowned, 

* The adorned with the figure of an ^ephant, to denote his 

royal dAceat. * 

f Thus in Homer: 

The king: of kings majcsticitlly talli 

Toveie o'er his armies and outshines them alle i 

- Pon.«*Iliad, 11.488e 
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And said the Chief &om distant China came—^ 

Sohrdb abrupt demands the hero’s name j 

The name unknown, grief wrings his aching heart, 

And yearning anguish speeds her venom’d dart \ 

To him his mother gave the tokens true. 

He sees them all, and tall but mock his view. 

When gloomy fate descends in evil hour, 

Can human wisdom bribe her favouring power ? 

Yet, gathering hope, again with restless mien 
He marks the Chiefs who crowd the warlike scene. 

“ Where numerous heroes, horse and foot, appear, 

“ And brazen trumpets thrill the listening ear, 

“ Behold the proud paviliou of the brave 1 
“ With wolves emboss’d the silken banners wave. 

“ The throne’s bright gems with radiant lustre glow, 

“ Slaves rank’d around with duteous homage bow. 

“ What mighty Chieftain rules his cohorts there ? 

“ His name and lineage, free from guile, declare 1 ” 

“ Giw, son of Giidarz, long a glorious name, 

“ Whose prowess even transcends his father’s fame.*” 

“ Mark yonder tent of pure and dazzling white, 

" Whose rich brocade reflects a quivering light; 

“ An ebon seat surmounts the ivory throne ; 

“ There frowns in state a warrior of renown. 

“ The crowding slaves his awful nod obey, 

“ And silver moons around his banI]^prs play ; 

“ What Chief, or Prince, has grasped the hostile sword ? ” 
“ Fjaburz, the son of Persia’s mighty lord.” 

Asdin : “ These standards shew one champion more, 

“ Upon their centre flames the savage boar; f 


* The text says that he also the Boniin-Iaw of Rustem, 
f The word Guraz signifies a wild boar, but this acceptation & nA ve^ 
accordant to Mujranimaii notions, and consequently 1$ is not supposed, by the 
orthodoxy to have tiiat meaning in the text. It is ouHous that the nsnne of 
the Warrior, GuiCaz, should correspond with the bearings on the stwdard. 
This frequently obtains iii the henddty of Europe. Family bearings seem to 
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“ The, saffron-hued pavilion brigfhfc ascends, 

“ Whence many a fold of tasselled fringe depends; 

“ Who there presides ? ” 

, ** Gurdz, from heroes sprung, 

“ Whoso praisfi exceeds the power of mortal tongue.” 

Thus, anxious, he explored the crowded field, 

Nor once the secret of his birth revealed ; * 

Heaven will’d it so. Pressed down Uy silent grief, 
Surrounding objects promised no relief. 

This wfirld to mortals still denies repose, 

And life is sfill the scene of many woes. 

Again his eye, instinctive turned, descried 
The green pavilion, and the warrior’s pride. 

Again he cries : “ 0 tell his glorious name ; 

“ Yon gallant horse declares the hero’s fame ! ” 

But false llujir the asi)iring hope repelled, 

Crushed the fond wish, the soothing balm withheld, 

“ And why should I conceal his name from thee ? 

“ Ilis name and title are unknown to me.” 

Then thus Sohrab—“ In all that thou hast said, 

“ No sign of Rustem have thy words conveyed ; 

“ Thou sayest he leads the Persian host to arms, 

“ With him has battle lost its boisterous charms ? 

“ Of hfm no trace thy guiding hand has shewn ; 

“ Can power supreme remain unmark’d, unknown ? ” 


bo Jised in every country of any degree of civilization. Krusenstern, tho 
Russian circumnavigator, sinking of the Japanc!$c, says, “tlvory Sao h^his 
family arms worked into his clothes, in dilfe^ent places, about *hio sizefoE a 
half dollar, a practice usual to both sexes • and in this mann:r^ any person 
may bcarccognized, and the family to which ho belongs easily ascertained. A 
young lady wears her father’s arms until after her marriage, when she assumes 
those of her husband. Tho greatest mark of honour which a Prince or a 
Governor can confer* upon any one, is to give him a cloak with his arms^ 
npoiuit, .the person having such a one wearing his own arms upon his under • 
dress.” 

* Rirdausl consideia this to be destiny ! It would have been natu^ in 
MhiftJ) to have gloried in the fame of his father, but from' an inevitable dis¬ 
pensation, his lips are hero sealed on that subject ;,and hetnquircs of Rustem 
as if he only wanted to single him out for the purpose of destroying him. 
The peophf of Persia are all fatalists. * 

* 6 0 2 
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** Perhaps returaed to ZAbul’s verdant bowei-s, 

“ He undisturbed enjoys his peaceful hours, 

The vernal banquets may constrain his stay, 

“ And rural sports invite prolonged delay.” 

“ Ah ! say not thus ; the Champion of the world, 

** Shrink from the kindling war with banners furled! * 

“ It cannot be ! Say where his lightnings dart, 

Shew me the -d'aiTior, all thou know’st impart; 

“ Treasures uncounted shall be thy reward, 

“ Death changed to life, my friendship more than shared. 
“ Dost thou not know what, in the royal ear, 

“ The Mubid said—befitting Kings to hear ? 

“ ‘ Untold, a secret is a jewel bright, 

“ * Yet profitless whilst hidden from the light; 

“ ‘ But when revealed, in words distinctly given, 

" * It shines refulgent as the sun through heaven.’ ” f 
To him, Hujir evasive thus replies : 

“ Through all the extended earth his glory flies I 
“ Whenever dangers round the nation close, 

** Rustem approaches, and repels its foes; 

“ And shouldst thou see him mix in mortal strife, 

“ Thou’dst think ’twere easier to escape with life 


* The continued anxiety and persevering filial duty of Sohrtib are described 
with great success. The case is unparalleled. Telemachus at once declares the 
object of his inquiries. 

My sire, 1 seelr, where'er the voice of fame 
Has told the glories of his noble name; 

The great Ulysses Pops. 

But ^hrfib dark and mysterious, and, as Firdausi says in another place, 
the unconsdiouB promoter of his own destruction. 

t This passage will remind the classical reader of the speech of Themis- 
tocles, in Plutarch, addressed to Xerxes, The Persian King had assured him 
of his protection, and ordered him to declare freely whkte^er he had to pro- 

E * concerning Greece. Themistodes replied, "That a mw's disconrse was 
a piece of tapestry which, when spread open, diiq^laya its figures; but 
when it is folded up, they are hidden and lost; ” thenlore he b^ed tmie^^ 
The Eiugf ddi^t^ with the oomparison, bade him taka what time he 
l^eased; foid hs 4eBired a year; in whioh s^e he learned tito Fenian 
language, so^as to be able t6 converse with the ^ng without andDt6xpxeter« 
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“ From tiger fell, or demon—or the fold 
“ Of the cha&d dragon, than his dreadful hold— 

“ When fiercest battle clothes the fields with fire, 

“ Before his rage embodied hosts retire ! ” 

“ And wherd didst thou encountering armies see ? 

“ Why Rustenfs praise so proudly urge to me ? 

“ Let us but meet and thou shalt trembling know, 

“ How fierce that wrath which bids my bosom glow: 

“ If living fiames express his boundless ire, 

“ O’erwjielming waters quench consuming fire ! 

“ And deepest darkness, glooms of ten-fold night, 

“ Fly from the piercing beams of radiant light.” 

Hujir shrunk back with undissembled dread. 

And thus communing- with himself, he said— 

“ Shall I, regardless of my country, guide 
“ To Rustem’s tent this furious homicide ? 

“ And witness there destruction to our host ? 

“ The bulwark of the land for ever lost! 

“ What Chief can then the Tartar power restrain I 
“ Kaus dethroned, the mighty Rustem slain ! 

“ Better a thousand deaths should lay me low, 

“ Than, living, yield such triumph to the foe. 

“ For in this struggle should my blood be shed, 

“No foul dishonour can pursue me, dead ; 

“ No lasting shame my father’s age oppress, 

“^Whom eighty sons of martial courage bless ! • 

“ They for their*brother slain, incensed will rise, 

“ And pour their vengeance on my enemies.” 

Then thus aloud—“ Can idle words avail ? 

“•Wh|^ still of Rustem urge the frequent tale ? 

“ Why for the elephant-bodied hero ask ? 

“ Thee, he will find,—no uncongenial task. 

* Haj£r vas the eon of Qiidans. A family of the extent mentioned in the 
text in not of rare ocenrrenee amoiypst tiie Princes of the East. Ithe King of 
msia.had, in 1809, according to Mr. Morier, **m^y*^w soiu/** As the 
Peiaiana make no account of females, it is not k^own hoV many dan^tsn 
he had 
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“ Why seek pretences to destroy my life ? 

“ Strike, for no Rustem views th’ unequal strife! ” 

Sohrdb confused, with hopeless anguish mourned, 

Back from the lofty walls he quick returned, 

And stood amazed. 

Now war and vengeance claim, 
Collected thought and deeds of mighty name > 

The jointed mail his vigorous body clasps. 

His sinewy hand the shining javelin grasps j 
Like a mad elephant ho meets the foe, , 

His steed a moving mountain—deeply glow 
His cheeks with passionate ardour, as he flies 
Resistless onwards, and with sparkling eyes, 

Full on the centre drives his daring horse —* 

The yielding Persians fly his furious course; 

As the wild ass impetuous sj)rings away. 

When the fierce lion thunders on his prey.f 
By every sign of strength and martial power, 

They think him Rustem in his direst hour; 

On Kilus now his proud defiance falls. 

Scornful to him the striiiliug warrior calls: 

“ And why art thou misnamed of royal strain ? 

“ What work of thine befits the tented plain ? 

“ This thiraty javelin seeks thy coward breast ; 

“ Thou and thy thousands doomed to endless rest. 

“ True to my oath, which time can never change, 

“ On thee, proud King! I hurl my j ust revenge. 

a 

* The ifiijub-gah is the centre or heart of the army, where the Sovereign 
or Chief cT the troops usually remains. 

t Firdausi is generally very brief in his similes, “like a Bon,** “like a 
wolf,** occur repeatedly. Thus in the fourth book of the Iliad, the Oi'ecks 
and Trojans are characterized in two words, “ lik^ wolves,” which Vo^o 
has translated: 

As 0 er their prey rapacious wolves engage. 

In iUs place the Fersian poet is more circusistaAtial. 

0 

The chie^ fled from him like wlld-asses from the elaws of a Horn 
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“ The blood of Zind inspirca my bhrning hate, 

“ And dire resentment hurriea On thy fate ; 

“ Whom canst thou scud to try the desperate strife ? 
“ What valiant Ohief, regardless of his life ? 

“ Whore now oan Fraburz, Tiis, Glw, Giidarz, be, 

“ And the worid-conquering Ilnstcm, wliero is lie ? ” 
No prompt reply from Persian lip ensued,— 

Then rushing on, with demon-strength endued, 
Sohrilb elate his javelin wave 1 arounS, 

And hurled the bright pavilion to the ground; 

With horror Kaiis feels destruction nigh. 

And cries ; “ For Rustem’s needful succour fly I 
“ This frantic Turk, trium])l)aiit on the plain, 

“ Withers the souls of all my warrior train.” 

That instant Tus the mighty Champion sought, 

And told the deeds the Tartar Chief had wrought; 

“ ’Tis ever thus, the brainless Monarch’s due 1 
“ Shame and disaster still his steps pursue I ” 

This saying, from his tent he soon descried. 

The wild confusion spreading far and wide ; 

And saddled Eakush—whilst, in deep dismay, 
Girgln incessant cried—“ Speed, speed, away.” 
Rehim bound on the mace. Tils promptly ran, 

And buckled on the broad Burgustuwto. 

Rustem, meanwhile, the thickening tumult hears 
And in his heart, untouched by human fears. 

Says : “ What m this, that feeling seems to stun I 
“ This battle must be led by Ahirmun,* 

“ The awful day of doom must have begun.” 

Iji haste he arms, and mounts his bounding steed, 
The growing rage demands redoubled speed; 

The leopardip skin he o’er his shoulders throws, 

,T^e regal* girdle round his middle glows.t 


* i&hirmnn, a demon, the principle of evil. ■ 

t This girdle was the £^t of the king, as a token of affention and gratitude. 
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High wave his glorions banners; broad revealed, 

The pictured dragon^ glare along the field 
Borne by ZiiiLra. When, surprised, he views 
Sohrib, endued with ample breast and thews, 

Like Silm Snwdr, he beckons him apart; 

The youth advances with a gallant heart, 

Willing to prove his adversary’s might, 

By single combat to decide the fight; 

And eagerly, “ together brought,” he cries, 

“ Remote from us be foemen, and allies, 

“ And though at once by either host surveyed, 

“ Ours be the strife which asks no mortal aid.” 

Rnstem, considerate, view’d him o’er and o’er. 

So wondrous graceful was the form he bore, 

And frankly said: “ Experience flows with age, 

“ And many a foe has felt my conquering rage ; 

“ Much have I seen, superior strength and art 
“ Have borne my spear thro’ many a demon’s heart; • 
“ Only behold me on the battle plain, 

“ Wait till thou see’st this hand the war sustain, 

“ And if on thee should changeful fortune smile, 

“ Thou needst not fear the monster of the Nile! t 


Jonathan gives to David, among other things, his girdle: “ Because ho loved 
him as his own soul.”—1 Samuel, xviii. 3, 4. Thus Homer: 

(Eneufl a belt of matchless work bestowed. 

That rich with Tyrian dye refulgent glowM. 

FoP£.--lllad, vL 219. 

And Virgil : 

Curyalus phalcras Khamnetis, et aurea bollis. 

Cingula, Tiburti Hemnlo ditissimus olim, 

^\vp mittit dona, hos^itio nnnm jungerct absens, 

Gicdicus: ille sue morions oht liabera nepoti. J^^cld, Jx, 869. 

* The following boast of Ulysses is less questionable: 

• 

Stand forth, yo Champions who the gauntlel^ wield, 

Or yc, the swiftest racers of the fiela ! 

Btand forth, yc wrestlers, who those pastimes grace, 

I wield the gauntlet, and 1 run the race I 

In such heroic games I yield to none. Pops»— Odyssey, vili.i209. 

i* A crocodile in war, w^th Firdausi, is a figure of great power aud stroiigtb. 
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** Bat soft compassion melts my sonl to save, 

“ A youth so blooming with a mind so brave! ’* 

The generous s^ech Sohrd.b attentive heard, 

His heart expanding glowed at every word : 

“ One question hnswer, and in answering shew, 

“ That truth shbuld ever from a warrior flow; 

“ Art thou not Rustem, whose exploits sublime, 

“ Endear his name thro’ every distant; clime ? ” 

** I boast no station of exalted birth, 

“No prqjid pretensions to distinguished worth; 

“ To him inferior, no such powers are mine, 

“ No offspring I of Nlrum’s glorious line 1 ” * 

The prompt denial dampt his filial joy, 

All hope at once forsook the Warrior-boy, 

His opening day of pleasure, and the bloom 
Of cherished life, immersed in shadowy gloom. 

Perplexed with what his mother’s words implied 
A narrow space is now prepared, aside. 

For tingle combat. With disdainful glance 
Each boldly shakes his death-devoting lance, 

And rushes forward to the dubious fight; 

Thoughts high and brave their burning souls excite; 

Now sword to sword ; continuous strokes resound. 

Till glittering fragments strew the dusty ground. 

Each grasps his massive club with added force,! 

TJ^e folding mail is rent from either horse; 

^It seemed as if tffe fearful day of doom 
Had, clothed in all its withering terrors, come. 

Their shattered corslets yield defence no more— 

At length they breathe, defiled with dust and gord; 

** II is difficult tp account for this denial of his namoi as there appears to < 
bo no ^uivalent cause. But ail* the &mous heroes, described in the Sh&h 
Ndmehy are as much distinguished for their address and cuuniogy as their 
bsave^. ^ 

t Tite original is Umud, which appears to hare been weapon made of 
iroiL CTmOd also signiftes a odumn^ a beaiDL 
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Their gasping throats with parching thirst are dij, 
Gloomy and fierce they roll the lowering eye, 

And frown defiance. Son and Father driven 

fa 

To mortal strife I are these the ways of Heaven ? 
The various swarms which boundlesS ocean breeds, 
The countless tribes which crop the'flowery meads, 
All know their kind, but hapless man alone 
Has no instingtive feeling for his own 1 
Compcll’d to pause, by every eye surveyed, 

Rustem, with shame, his wearied strength betrayed; 
Foil’d by a youth in battle’s mid career, 

His groaning spirit almost sunk with fear; 
Recovering strength, again they fiercely meet; 
Again they struggle with redoubled heat; 

With bended bows they furious now contend j 
And feather’d shafts in rattling showers descend ; 
Thick as autumnal leaves they strew the plain,* 
Harmless their points, and all their fury vain. 

And now they seize each other’s girdle-band; .* 
Rustem, who, if he moved his iron hand, 

Could shake a mountain, and to whom a rock 
Seemed soft as wax, tried, with one mighty stroke 
To hurl him thundering from his fiery steed, 

But Fate forbids the gallant youth should bleed; 
Finding his wonted nerves relaxed, amazed 
That hand he drops which never had been raised 
Uncrowned with ^^ctory, even when demons fought, 
And pauses, wildered with despairing thought. 
Sohi'ab again springs with terrific grace, 

And lifts, from saddle-bow,* his ponderous mace; <• 
With gather’d strength the quick-descending blow 
Wounds in its fall, and stuns the unwa/y foe; 


Ifhibk as antomnal leaves that sttew the brooks 
In Vallombrosa, where the Etrurian evades, 

&igh over-arohed, imWer, MnTov,—^^ar* tost, i. 801 # 
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Then thus contemptuous : “ All thy power is gone t 
“ Thy charger’s strength exhausted as thy own; 

“ Thy bleeding wounds with pity I behold; 

“ 0 seek no more the combat of the bold 1 ” 

Rustem to tlfis i-cproacli made no reply, 

But stood confused—meanwhile, tumultuously 
The legions closed ; with soul-appalling force, 

Troop rushed on troop, o’erwhelming/nan and horse ; 
Sohrdb, incensed, the Persian host engaged, 

Furious ^long the scattered lines he raged; 

Fierce as a w«lf he rode on every side. 

The thirsty earth with streaming gore was dyed. 

Midst the Turanians, then, the Champion sped. 

And like a tiger heaped the fields w'ith dead. 

But when the Monai-cb’s danger struck his thought. 
Returning swift, the sti'ipling youth he souglit; 

Grieved to the soul, the mighty Champion view’d 
His hands and mail with Persian blood imbrued; 

And thus exclaimed with lion-voice—“ 0 say, 

“ Why with the Peraians dost thou war to-day ? 

“ Why not with me alone decide the fight, 

“ Thou’rt like a wolf that seek’st the fold by night.” 

To this Sohrib his proud assent expressed— 

. And Rustem, answering, thus the youth addressed. 

“ Night-shadows now are thickening o’er the plain, 

“The morrow’s sun must see our strife again ; 

^ “ In wrestling Idt us then exert our might! ” 

He said, and eve’s last glimmer sunk in night.* 

Thus as the skies a deeper gloom displayed, 

The stripling’s life was Hastening into shade 1 
The gallant heroes to their tents retired. 

The sweete of rest their wearied limbs required • 

* Thua the single combat between Hector and Ajax is ended by the approach 
night. 

But now the night extends her awfhl shade. 

The goddess parts you: be the night obey’tl I* 

* ForE,-uniad| vli* 282 
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S«lir^b, delighted with his brave career. 

Describes the fight in Hiim^n^s anxious car: 

Tells how he forced unnumbered Chiefs to yield, 

And stood himself the victor of the field ! 

“ But let the morrow’s dawn,” he cried, “ arrive, 

“ And not one Persian shall the day Survive ; 

“ Meanwhile let wine its strengthening balm impart, 
“ And add new^zeal to every drooping heart.” 

The valiant Glw with Rustem pondering stood, 

And, sad, recalled the scene of death and blqpd 
Grief and amazement heaved the frequent sigh, 

And almost froze the crimson current dry, 

Rustem, oppressed by Giw’s desponding thought. 
Amidst his Chiefs the mournful Monarch sought; 

To him he told Sohrab’s tremendous sway. 

The dire misfortunes of this luckless day ; 

Told with what grasping force he tried, in vain, 

To hurl the wondrous stripling to the plain : 

“ The whispering zephyr might as well aspire 
“ To shake a mountain—such his strength and fire. 

“ But night came on—and, by agreement, we 
“ Must meet again to-morrow—who shall be 
“ Victorious, Heaven knows only :—for by Heaven, 

“ Victory or death to man is ever given.” 

This said, the King, o’erwhelmed in deep despair. 
Passed the dread night in agony and prayer. 

The Champion, silent, joined his bands at rest, 
And spumed at length despondence from his breast; 
Removed from all, he cheered Ziiara’s heart, 

Anu nerved his soul to bear a trying part;— 

“ Ere early morning gilds the etherial plain, 

“ In martial order range my warrior-tr?^ ; 

** And when I meet in all his glorious pride, 

** This valiant Tiirk whom late my rage defied, 
Should fortune’s smiles my arduous task requite, 

** Bring them to^share the triumph of my might; 
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“ But should success the stripling’s ann attend, 

" Aud dire defeat and death my glories end, 

“ To their loved bgmes my brave associates guide ; 

“ Let bowery Zslbul all tbeir sorrows hide— 

“ Comfort my venerable father’s heart ; 

“ In gentlest words my heavy fate impart. 

“ The dreadful tidings to my mother bear,* 

“ And soothe her anguish with the teijdercst care ; 

“ Say, that the will of righteous Heaven decreed, 

‘ ‘ That thus in anns her mighty son should bleed. 

“ Enough of fame my various toils acquired, 

“ When warring demons, bathed in blood, expired. 

“ Were life prolonged a thousand lingering years, 

“ Death comes at last and ends our mortal fears ; 

“ KirshiSsp, and Sara, and Nariman, the best 
“ And bravest heroes, who have ever blest 
“ This fleeting world, were not endued with power, 

“ To stay the march of fate one single hour; 

“ The world for them possessed no fixed abode, 

“ The path to death’s cold regions must be trod; 

“ Then, why lament the doom ordained for all ? 

“ Thus Jemshid fell, and thus must Rustem fall.” 

When the bright dawn proclaimed the rising day. 

The warriors armed, impatient of delay ; 

But first SohiUb, his proud confederate nigh, 

'Chus wistful spoke, as swelled the boding sigh— 

“ Now, mark mf great antagonist in arms ! 

“ His nQble form my filial bosom warms; 

** My mother’s tokens shine conspicuous here, 

“*And all the proofs my lieart (femands, appear; 

" Sure this is Rustem, whom my eyes engage I 
“ Shall I, P grief 1 provoke my Father’s rage ? 

« * In the East^ peculiarly strong attachment to the mother is nnivenal. 
Nothing can be more a£fecting than the filial tenderaess of Roatenii or more 
rational and juat than his obserrations on human glbiy. • 
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“ Offended Nature then would curse my name, 

“ And shuddering nations echo with my shame.” 

He ceased, then Hdm^u ; “ Vain, fantastic thought, 
Oft have I been where Persia’s Champion fought; 

“ And thou hast heard, what wonders he performed, 

“ When, in his prime, Mazinderdn was stormed; 

That horse resembles Rustem’s, it is true, 

“ Bub not so stffong, nor beautiful to view.” 

Sohrslb now buckles on his war-attire, 

His heart all softness, and his brain all fire : 

Around his lips such smiles benignant flayed, 

He seemed to greet a friend, as thus he said > 

“ Here let us sit together on the plain. 

Here, social sit, and from the fight refrain ; 

“ Ask we from heaven forgi^'encss of the past, 

And bind our souls in friendship that may last; 

“ Ours be the feast—let us be warm and free. 

For powerful instinct draws me still to thee j 
“ Fain would my heart in bland affection join, 

“ Then let thy generous ardour equal mine ; 

“ And kindly say, with whom I now contend— 

“ What name distinguished boasts my warrior-friend ! 
“ Thy name unfit for champion brave to hide, 

" Thy name so long, long sought, and still denied ; 

“ Say, art thou Rustem, whom I burn to know ? 

“ Ingenuous say, and cease to be my foe ! ” 

Sternly the mighty Champion cric'd, “ Away,— 

“ Hence with thy wiles—now practised to delay ; 

Tlie promised struggle, resolute, I claim, 

“ 'f hen cease to move me to an act of shame.” 

Sohrdb rejoined—“ Old man ! thou wilt nob hear 
“ The words of prudence uttered in thihe ear ; 

** Then, Heaven! look on.” 

Preparing for the shock, 

Each bin^s hjs charger to a neighbouring rock; 
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And girds his loins, and rubs hi^ wrists, and tries 
Their suppleness and force, with angiy eyes ; 

And now they mqft—now rise, and now descend, 

And strong and fierce their sinewy arms extend ; 
Wrestling with all their strength they grasp and strain. 
And blood and sweat flow copious on the plain ; 

Like raging elephants they furious close ; 

Commutual wounds are given, and wsenching blows. 
Sohrab nows claps his hands, and forward springs 
Impatiently, and round the Cliampion clings ; 

Seizes his glixHe belt, with power to tear 
The very earth asunder ; in despair 
Rustem, defeated, feels his nerves give way, 

And thundering falls. Sohrslb bestrides his prey; 

Glriin as the lion, prowling through the wood. 

Upon a wild ass springs, and pants for blood. 

His lifted sword had lopt the gory head. 

But Rustem, quick, with crafty ardour said :— 

“ One moment, hold ! what, are our laws unknown ? 

“ A Chief may fight till he is twice o’crthrown ; 

“ The second fall, his recreant blood is spilt, 

“ These are our laws, avoid the menaced guilt.” 

Proud of his strength, and easily deceived. 

The wondering youth the artful tale believed; 

Released his prey, and, wild as wind or wave,, 
Ifeglecting all tl^ prudence of the brave, 

*Tui-ned from the place, nor once the strife renewed 
But bounded o’er the plain and other cares pursued. 

As if all memory of the war hac} died, 

A31 thoughts of him with whom his strength was ?ricd. 

Hiimdn, confounded at the stripling’s stay, 

Went forth, ahd heard the fortune of the day ; 

Am'azed to find the mighty Rustem freed. 

With deepest grief he wailed the luckless deed. 

“ What! loose a raging lion from the snare, 

** And let him growling hasten to hi^ lair ? 
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“ Bethink thee well; in war, from this unwise, 

“ This thoughtless act what countless woes may rise ; 

Never again suspend the final blow, 

** Nor trust the seeming weakness ol'a foe !” * ■ 

“ Hence with complaint,” the dauntMs youth replied, 

“ To-morrow’s contest shall his fate decide.” 

When Rustem was released, in altered mood 
He sought the cpolness of the murmuring fiood; 

There quenched his thirst; and bathed his limbs, and 
prayed, 

Beseeching Heaven to yield its strengthening aid. 

His pious prayer indulgent Heaven approved, 

And growing strength through all his sinews moved; f 
Buch as erewhile his towering structure knew, 

When his bold arm uuconquered demons slew. 

• Yet in his mien no confidence appeared, 

No ardent hope his wounded spirits cheered. 

Again they met. A glow of youthfiil grace. 

Diffused its radiance o’er the stripling’s free. 

And when he saw in renovated guise. 

The foe so lately mastered; with surprise. 

He cried—” What! rescued from my power, again 
** Dost thou confront me on the battle plain ? 

“ Or, dost thou, wearied, draw thy vital breath, 

** And seek, from warrior bold, the shaft of death ? 

Truth has no charms for thee, old man; ej^en now^ 

■' Some further cheat may lurk upon iby brow; 

“ Twice have I shewn thee mercy, twice thy age 
“ Haiih been thy safety—twice it soothed my rage.” 

Then mild the Champion: Youth is proud and vain! 

“ The. idle boast a warrior would disdain; 

"' * Thus also S4dir Knovest thoa vbat Zfti said to Rast^ the Ohampioa f 
‘ Never calculate upon the weakness or insignificance of an enemy/* 

f Rustem is as much distinguished for piety as bravery. Bveiy success is 
attributedrby him to the favour of Heaven. In the achievement of his labours’^ 
in the Heft-Khan, his devotion is constant, and he everywhere justly acknow* 
ledges that powee and victory are derived from God alone. 
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“ This aged arm perhaps may yet control, 

“ The wanton fiiry that inflames thy soul! ” 

Again, dismounting, each the other viewed 
With sullen glance, and swift the fight renewed; 
Clenched front Co front, again they tug and bend, 
Twist their broa'd limbs as every nerve would rend; 
With rage convulsive Rustem grasps him round; * 
Bends his strong back, and hurls him to the gi'oiuid; 
Him, who had deemed the triumpli all his own; 

Bat dubjous of his power to kf ep him down, 

Like lightning quick he gives the deadly tlirust, 

And spuniB the Stripling weltering in the dust. 

—Thus as his blood that shining steel imbrues. 

Thine too shall flow, when Destiny pursues; f 
Ror when she marks the victim of her power, 

A thousand daggers speed the dying hour, 

Writhing with pain Sohrab in murmurs sighed— 
And thus to Rustem—“ Vaunt not, in thy pride; 

“ Upon myself this sorrow have I brought, 

“ Thou but the instrument of fate—which wrought 
“ My downfall; thou art guiltless—guiltless quite; 

0! had I seen my father in the fight. 


*«Tbus Bntellus iQnewB the combat with increased vigour. 

Acrior ad pugnam redlt, ac vim HUHcitat fra. 

Turn pudor incendit vires, et conscta virtus— ^eld, v. 431. 

i* The expression in the Original is remarkable. Assuredly, as thou \u\st 
thirsted for blood, Destiny will also thirst for thine, and the very kafi'a 
thy hod/y will become daggers to destroy thee,'' This passage is qa(^d in Aie 
2 )reface to the Sh&h l^&meh, collated by order of Bayisunghur Khan, as the 
productioii of tho poet Uns^, Unftri was* one of the seven podts wliom 
Mahmiid appointed to give gpccimens of their powers in versifying the History 
of the Kings of Persia. The story of Rustem and Sohr&b fell to Unsari, and 
hia arrangeiDcnt of it«contained the above verses, which so delighted the , 
Sult&n thet he directed the poet to^dertake the whole work. This occurred ‘ 
before Fir&usi was introduced at Court and eclipsed every competitor. In 
compliment to MahmAd, perhaps he ingrafted them on his own poem, or 
wobably they have b^n interpolated sinoe. * 
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“ My glorious fatlier! Life will soon be o’er, 

“ And his gi’cat deeds enchant my soul no more I 
" Of him my mother gave the mark and sign, 

“ For him I sought, hnd what an end is mine! 

“ My only wish on earth, my constant sigh, 

• “ Him to behold, and with that wish I die. 

“ But hope not to elude his piercing sight, 

“ In vain for thee the deepest glooms of night; 

“ Couldst thou through Ocean’s depths for refuge fiy, 

“ Or midst the star-beams track the upjier sky ! * 

“ Rustem, with vengeance armed, will reach thee there, 

“ His soul the prey of anguish and despair,” 

An icy horror chills the Champion’s heart, 

■ His brain whirls round with agonizing smart; 

O’er his wan check no gushing sorrows How, 

Senseless he sinks beneath the weight of woe; 

Relieved at length, with frenzied look, he cries: 

“ Prove thou art mine, confirm my doubting eyes! 

“ For 1 am Rustem! ” Piercing was the groan. 

Which from burst his torn heart—as wild gjid lone, 

He gazed upon him. Dire amazement shook 
The dying youth, and mournful thus he spoke: 

“ If thou art Rustem, cruel is thy part, 

“ No warmth paternal seems to fill thy heart; - 
“ Else hadst thou known me when, with strong desire, 

“ I fondly claimed thee for my valiant sire; 

" Now from my body strip the shining mail, 

“‘Untie these bamls, ere life and feeling fail; 

“ And on my arm the direful proof behold I 
“ Thy sacred bracelet of refulgent gold! 

“ When the loud brazen drums were heard afar, 

“ And, echoing round, proclaimed the pending war, 

" Literally, iLoua fitli in the sea, or a star in the heavens/’ TLus 

also ^n^;as to Turnus : 

Vprtfc oinncK iclc in facies; ct contmhc, quidqnid 
^ aniiiiis sivc arto vales: opta aixliia ju'iinis 

Astra sequi, craiisUinqiiti cava tc condero teXTO. xiJ. 891. 
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“ Whilst parting tears my mothpr’s eyes o’erfiowed, 

“ This mystic gift her bursting heart testowcd: 

“ ‘ Take this,’ sh^ said, ‘ thy father’s token wear, 

“ ‘ And promised glory will reward thy care.’ 

“ The hour is come, but fraught with bitterest woe, 

“ Wo meet in blood to wail the fatal blow.” 

The k) 08 encd mail unfolds the bracelet bright. 

Unhappy gift \ to Rustem’s wildercd sight; 

Prostrate he falls—“ By my unnatural hand, 

“ My sen, my son is slain—and from the laud 
“ Uprooted.’^—Frantic, in the dust his hair 
lie rends in agony and deep despair; 

The western sun had disappeared in gloom, 

And still, the Champion wept his cruel doom; 

His wondering legions marked the long delay. 

And, seeing Rakush riderless astray. 

The rumour quick to Persia’s Monarch spread. 

And there described the mighty Rustem dead. 

Kalis, alarmed, the fatal tidings hears; 

His bosom quivers with increasing fears. 

“ Speed, speed, and see what has befallen to-day 
“ To cause those groans and tears—what fatal fray! 

“ If he be lost, if breathless on the ground, 

“ And this young warrior, with the conquest crowned— 

“ Then must I, humbled, from my kingdom torn, 
if Wander like ^emshid, through the world forlorn.” 

The army roused, rushed o’er the dusty plain. 

Urged by the Monarch to revenge the slain; 

Wild consternation sadijjjned (jvery face, 

Tiis winged with horror sought the fatal place, 

And there beheld the agonizing sight,— 

The murderflus end of that unnatural fight. 

‘Sohriib, still breathing, hears the shrill alarms, 

. His gentle speech suspends the clang of arms; 

% ^ 

Jcmshld’s glory and niisfortuncH, Boid l)e{orc, are tLe constant thern^ 

of admiration ^ud rejection amongst the ^octs of Pevsia. * 
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•* My light of life now fluttering sinks in shade, 

" TiO.t ventreanno sleep, and peaceful vows bo made. 

“ Beseech the King to spare this Tartar host, 

For they are guiltless, all to them is lost; 

“ I led them on, their souls with glory fired, 

“ While mad ambition all my thoughts inspired. 

“ 111 search of thee, the w'orld before my eyes, 

“War was my (dioice, and thou the sacred prize ; 

“ With thee, my sire ! in virtuous league combined, 
“No tyrant King should persecute mankind. 

“ That hope is past—the storm has ceased to rave— 

“ My ripening honours wither in the grave ; 

“ Then let no vengeance on my comrades fall, 

Mine was the gnilt, and mine the soiTow, all; 

“ How often have I sought thee—oft my mind 

“ Figured thee to my sight-o’erjoyed to find 

“ My mother’s token ; disappointment came, 

“ When thou deniedst thy lineage and thy name ; 

“ Oh ! still o’er thee my soul impassioned hung, 

“ Still to my Father fond affection clung! 

“ But far>}, remorseless, all my hopes withstood, 

“ And stiiined thy reeking hands in kindred blood.” 

Hia faltering breath protracted speech denied ; 

Still from his eye-lids flowed a gushing tide ; 

Through Rustem’s soul redoubled horror ran, 
Heart-rending thoughts subdued the mighty man. 
And now, at last, with joy-illumined eye. 

The Zabul bands their glorious Chief descry ; 

But when they saw his pale and haggard look. 

Knew from«what mournful cause he gazed and sIiook, 
With downcast mien they moaned and wept aloud ; 
While Rustem thus addressed the weeping crowd : 

“ Here ends the war 1 let gentle peace succeed, 

“ Enough of death, I—I have done the deed 1 ” 

Then to hjs brother, gi'oaning deep, he said 
“ 0 what a curse upon a parent’s head I 


r 
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“ But go—and to the Tartar say^—no more, 

“ Let war between us steep the earth with gore.” 

Ziidra flew and wildly spoke his grief, 

To crafty Hiiniiln, the Turaniifti Chief, 

Who, with dissembled sorrow, heard him tell 
The dismal tiefings which he knew too well; 

“ And who,” he said, “ has caused these tears to flow? 

“ Who, but Ilujir ? He might hav« stayed the blow, 

“ But when Sohrab his Father’s banners sought; 

“ He s^ill denied that here the Champion fought; 

“ He spread ihe ruin, he the seci’ct knew, 

“ Hence should his crime receive the vengeance due ! ” 
Zi'iara, frantic, breathed in Rustem’s car. 

The treachery of the captive Chief, Huji'r ; 

Whose headless trunk had weltered on the strand, 

But prayers and force witliliold tlin lifted hand. 

Then to his dying son the Champion turned, 

Remorse more deep witliiu his bosom burned ; 

A buret of frenzy lived his throbliing brain ; 

He clenched his sword, but found his fury vain ; 

The Persian Chiefs the desperate act represt. 

And tried to calm the tumult in his breast :* 

Thus Giicbirz spoke—“ Alas! wert thou to give 
“ Thyself a thousand wounds, and cease to live ; 

“ What would it be to him thou sorrowest o’er ? 

It would not save one pang—then weep no more j 
For if removed by death, 0 say, to whom 
“ Has ever been vouchsafed a different doom ? ' 

“ All are the prey of death—the crowned, the idw, 

* And man, through li^, the victim still of woe.* 

Then Rustem: “ Fly 1 and to the King relate, 

“ The pressing hoiTors which involve my fate ; 


* Antilochns thus restnuns the fury of Achilles on being told of the fate of 
Tat^lus; He • 

Hangs on his arms, amidst his frantic woe, • 

And oft prevents the meditated hl«\v. Iliad, xvlli. 34. 
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*• And if the memory pf my deeds e’er swayed 
“ Ills mind, 0 supplicate his generous aid ; 

“ A sovei’cign balm he has whoso wopdrons power, 

“ All wounds can healj and fleeting life rcstoi-e ;* 

“ Swift from his tent the potent medicine bring.” 

•i—But jiiark the malice of the brainless King 1 

Hard as the flinty rock, he stern denies 

The healthful d^^nght, and glouiny thus rejdies : 

“ Can I forgive his foul and slanderous tongue ? 

“ The sharp disdain on me contemptuous flung? 

“ Scorned ’midst iny army l)y a shameles': boy, 

“ Who sruight my tlu'one, my sceptre to destroy ! 
“Nothing but mischief from his heart can flow, 

H Is it, then, wise to cherish such a foe ? 

“ I'hc fool who warms his enemy to life, 

“ Only prepares for scenes of future strife.” 

Ghdarz, I'eturning, told the hopeless talc— 

And thinking llnstem’s presence might prevail; 

Tlie Champion rose, but ere he reached the throne, 

Sohrab had breathed the last expiring groan. 

Now keener anguish rack’d the father’s mind, 

Reft of his son, a murderer of his kind j 
His guilty sword distained with filial gore, 

He beat his burning breast, his hair he tore ; 

The breathless corse before his shuddering view, 

A shower of ashes o’er his head he threw'; f 

These nmoflicated draughts arc often mentioned in Romances, The 
rcado,.' will rocollcct the banter upon them in Don Quixote, wliero the Knight 
of La ATancha enumerates to Saiicho the cures which bad been performed upon 
^ many valorfliis champions, covered with wounds. The Hindus, in thei; books 
' on medicine, talk of drugs for the recovery of the dead ! 

+ Scattering ashes over the head is a very ancient mode of expressing grief, 
'^hus 2 Samuel, ill. 31 : ‘‘And David said to Joab, and io all the people thalr 
Vcrc with him, Rend your clothes, and gird' you with saokclcch, and mourn 
before Abner.’' Also, xiii. 19 ; “And Tamar put ashes on her head, and 
rent her garment." And thus Homer : 

A Kiwhlcu horror shot through all the Chief, 

Aihl wrapt his senses in the cloud of grief, 

C'Si.st 1)11 the ground, with fUrioua hands he spread 
1 hu scorchiug aslies o>’or his graceful head. Pofk.—I liad, xvliL 22. 
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“ Til my old age,” he cried, "whafc Have I done ? 

“ Why have I slain my son, my ilmoeent son 1 
“ Wliy o’er his sjilendid dawning did I roll 
“ Tlie clouds of dffath,—and pliyige my bnrfchened soul 
“ In agony ? My son ! from heroes sprung ; 

“ Better these Imiids were from my body wrung ; 

“ And solitude and darkness, deep and dinar, 

“ Fold mo from sight than hated linger here. 

“ But when his mother hears, with horror wild, 

“ That I have shed the life-blood of her child, 

“ So nolily br^ve, so dearly loved, in vain, 

“ ILow can her heart that rending shock sustain ?” 

Now on a bier the Bersian warriors place 
The breathless Youth, and shade his pallid face ; 

And turning from that fatal field away, 

IMove towards the Champion’s homo in long array. 

Then Bustem, sick of martial pomp and show. 

Himself the spring of all this scene of woe. 

Doomed to the flames the pageantry he loved,* 

Shield, spear, and mace, so oft in battle proved ; 

Now lost to all, encompassed by despair ; 

TIis bright pavilion crackling blazed in air ; 

The sparkling throne the ascending column fed ; 

In smoking fragments fell the golden bed ; 

The raging fire red glimmering died away. 

And all the Warrior’s pride in dust and ashes lay. 

Kalis, the Ki«g, now joins the mournful Chief, 

And tries to soothe his deep and settled grief; 

• 

* Tl^re is somctlilng in Virgil sisilar to* this paroxysm of wr^th against 
inaniiniitc things, where Dido bids her sister erect a pile to bum the arms and - 
pt'eseuts of .£ac:is. 

Th s<^jrota i)yraTn tecto interiore sub anras, 

et anna vir^ tlialamo quee flxa rolinquit, 

Impiu?, oxiulubquc oiuucs, leetuuique jugalcm, 

Quo peril, supeiimpouM. ^neid, iv. 404. 

^ut '^ere is more of grandeur in the despairing anguish of Rustem. I know 
nothing of the kind in any of our Epic or Dramatic poets fiuperior to this tine 
burst of agonwed feeling and remorse. 
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For soon or late we yield our vital breath, 

And all our worldly tt-oubles end in death I 
“ When first I saw him, graceful in his might, 

“ He looked far'otherithan a Tartat’knight; 

“ Wondering I gazed—now Destiny has thrown 
“ Him on thy sword—^lic fought, and he is gone ; 

“ And should even Heaven against the earth be hurled, 

“ Or fire inwrap in crackling fiAmes the world, 

“ That which is past—we never can restore, 

“ His soul has travelled to some happier shore. 

“ Alas ! no good from sorrow canst thou reap, 

. “ Then wherefore thus in gloom and misery weep ? ” 

But Rustem’s mighty avocs disdained his aid. 

His heart was drowned in grief, and thus he said : 

Yes, he is gone ! to me for ever lost! 

“ 0 then protect his brave un guided host; 

“ From war removed and this detested place, 

“ Let them, unharmed, their mountain-wilds retrace ; 

“ Bid them secure my brother’s Avill obey, 

“ Tlie careful guardian of their weary way,* 

“ To where the Jihun’s distant Avaters stray.” 

To this the King : “ My soul is sad to see 
“ Thy hopeless grief—but, since approved by thee, 

“ The'AA'ar shall cease—though the TiirJinian brand 
“ Has spread dismay and terror through the land.” 

The King, appeased, no more with vengeance burned. 
The Tartar legions to their homes rct» rned ; 

The Persian Avarriors, gathering round the dead, 

GroA'iRllcd in dust, and tears of sorrow shed ; 

The,n back to loved Irsln thefc steps the monarch led 
But Rustem, midst his native bands, remained. 

And further rites of sacrifice maintained ; 

A thousand horses bled at his command, 

And the tom drums were scattered o’er the sand; 

* Za&rii conducted the troops of Afrasiy^ across the Jibiin. Rustem 
remained on the field of battle till his retiu n. 
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And now through ZAbnl’s deep and'bowery groves. 

In mournful pomp the sad procession moves. 

The mighty Chief on foot precedes the bier; 

.His Wanior-friends, in grief assembled near; 

The dismal cadbnee rose upon the gale, 

And Zsil astonished heard the .piercing Avail; 

He and his kindred joined the solemn train ; 

Hung round the bier and wondering vicAvod thp slain. 

“ There gaze, and weep ! ” the sorrowing Father said, 

“ For tljere, behold my glorious offspring dead! ” 

The hoary Sife shrunk backAvard Avith surprise. 

And tears of blood o’erfloAved his aged eyes; 

And now the Champion’s rural palace gate 
Iteccives the funeral group in gloomy state ; 

Ifciidabeh loud bemoaned the Stripling’s doom ; 

S\A’’oet flower, all drooping in the hour of bloom. 

His tender youth in distant bowers had past. 

Sheltered at home he felt no withering blast; 

In the soft prison of his mother’s arms, 

Secui’e from danger and the world’s alarms. 

O ruthless Fortune ! flushed with generous pride. 

He sought his sire, and thus unhappy, died. 

Itustcm again the sacred bier unclosed ; 

Again Sohrilb to public view exposed ; 

Husbands, and Avives, and warriors, old and young, 
^tvuek with amaze, around the body hung. 

With garments^*ent and loosely flowing hair ; 

Their shrieks and clamours filled the echoing air ^ 
Frequent they cried ; “ Thus S4m the Chamgjfm slepf! 

« Thus rfeeps Sphrjlb ! ”• Agtfin they groaned, and Avept. 

How o’er the corpse a yellow robe is spread. 

The aloes bier is closed upon the dead; 

' And, to preserve the hapless hero’s name. 

Fragrant and iresh, that his unblemished fame 
Might live and bloom through all succeeding da^, 

A mo^nd sepulchral on the spot they raisi, 

Ferm^ like a charger’s hooft 
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In every ear 

The story has been told—^and many a tear, 

Shed at the sad recital. Through Tni’iln, 

Afrjlsiyjlh’s wide realn*, and Samengan, 

Deep sunk the tidings ;—^nuptial bowel, and bed, 

And all tliat promised happiness, liad tied ! 

But when Taliniinoh heard this tale of woe, 

Tliink jiow a mother lore the mortal blow ! * 

Disti-acted, wild, slic sprang from place to jdace ; 

With frenzied hands deformed her beauteous face ; 

The musky locks her j^olishcd temples cupwned. 

Furious she tore, and iluug upon the ground ; 

Starting, in agony of grief, she gazed,— 

Ifer swimming eyes to Heaven imploring raised ; 

And groaning cried : “ Solo comfort of my life ! 

“ Doomed the sad victim of unnatural strife, 

“ Where art thou now with dust and blood defiled ? 

“ 'riiou darling boy, my lost, my murdered child ! 

“ AVhen thou wert gone—how, night and lingering day, 
“ Did thy fond mother watch the time away ; 

“ For hope still pictured all I v i.shed to see, 

“ Thy father found, and thou i-eturned to me, 

“Yes—thou, exulting in tliy father’s fame ! 

“ And yet, nor sire nor son, nor tidings, came : 

“ How could I dream of this ? ye met—but how ? 

“ That noble aspect—that ingenuous brow, 

“ j\roved not a nerve in him—ye met-^to part, 

“ Alas ! the life-blood issuing from the heart. 

“ Sh(>i’t,w'as the day which gave to me delight, 

“ Soon, soon, succeeds a long and dismal night; 


* The death of Eiiiyaliis, in the -ffineid (ix. 473), %xhjl)its an exquisite 
.display of natiual maternal feeling, hut leb^ complicated and agoni&ing than 
the ilcutli of Solir&b. Euryalus was killed in the Idoom of youth by the 
enemy: ?ohiab by his> Father. It vould appear that Htim&n, on his return, 
hout to Tahmineh the war-horse, afmour, and evoiy thing belonging to her 
unlortunate 
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“ On whom shall now devolve my tender care ? 

» “ Who, loved like thee, my bosom-sorrows share ? 

“ Whom shall I take to fill thy vacant place, 

To whom extend a mother’s sdft embrace ? 

“ Sad firtc ! for‘one so yoniij^, so fair, so brave, 

“ Seeking thy lather thus to find a grave. 

“ Tliesci arms no more shall fold thee to my breast, 

No more with thee my soul be doubly blest ; • 

‘‘ No, drowned in blood thy lifeless body lies, 

“ I<'or evgr torn li’om these desiring eyes ; 

“ Friendless, alone, beneath a foreign sky, 

“ Thy mail thy death-clothes—and thy father, by ; 

“ Why did not I conduct tliec on the way,* 

“ And point whore Rustem’s bright pavilion lay ? 

“Thou hiidst the tokens—why didst thou withhold 
“ Those dear remembrances—tliat pledge of gold ? 

“ iladst thou the bj'acelet to his view re8t(n’ed, 

“ 1'hy precious blood had never stained his sword.” 

'^I'he strong emotion choked her panting breath, 

Her veins seemed withered by the cold of death ; 

The trembling matrons hastening round her mourned, 
AVith piercing cries, till fluttering life returned ; 

Tho!i gazing up, distraught, she wept again, 

. And frantic, seeing ’midst her pitying train. 

The favourite steed—now more than ever dear, 

The lioofs she kissed, and bathed with many a tear; 
Clasping the inalf Sohrab in battle wore, 

*\Vith burning lips she kissed it o’er and o’er ; 

His'martial robes she in her arms comprest, « 

A*d like an infant straindO. thefti to her breast; 

The reins, and trappings, club, and sjiear, were brought, 

The sword, and shield, with which the Stripling fought, 

• • • 

• • 

Thi re is a similar tliouglit in Douglas : 

• My murtlcml cliild ! lia*l thy font! mother feared 

Th<i loss of tJiec, sl)C liad loud &nie delicd, 

And wandered witli thee tbroi]>;h the scorning worm. 

• Homk's Dquolaa. 
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Those she embraced with melancholy joy, 

In sad remembrance of her darlinaf boy. 

And still she beat her face, and o’er them hung. 
As in a trance—or to them wildly clung— 

Day after day she thus indulged her fp'ief, 

• Kipht after night, disdaining all reliol ; 

At length worn out—from earthly anguish riven, 
The mother’s S};yrit joined her child in ITeaAcn. 
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